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How To Keep Snakes
Away

UNDERSTANDING YOUR
UNWANTED NEIGHBORS: A GUIDE
TO SNAKE DETERRENCE

Few experiences in suburban or rural life
can match the jolt of adrenaline that
comes from spotting a slithering shape
in your garden or, worse, inside your
home. While snakes play a vital role in
the ecosystem by controlling rodent
populations, most homeowners prefer to
appreciate these reptiles from a

significant distance. If you have found
yourself wondering how to keep
snakes away from your property, you
are not alone. The good news is that
effective snake prevention does not
require complex gadgets or dangerous
chemicals. Instead, it relies on
understanding snake behavior and
modifying the environment to make it
less appealing to them.

Snakes are opportunistic creatures. They
are not looking for a confrontation with
humans; they are looking for food,
water, and shelter. If your yard offers
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these three things, it is only a matter of
time before you encounter a snake. This
guide will walk you through practical,
proven strategies for snake deterrence,
focusing on habitat modification, natural
barriers, and safe removal practices. By
the end of this article, you will have a
clear action plan for reclaiming your
outdoor space and enjoying peace of
mind.

WHY SNAKES INVADE YOUR
PROPERTY IN THE FIRST PLACE

Before diving into solutions, it is crucial
to understand the root causes of snake
activity. A snake does not wake up one
morning and decide to ruin your day. It
is simply following its basic instincts. The
primary drivers for snakes entering
residential areas are:

* Food Availability: Rodents,

frogs, lizards, and even large
insects are the main food sources
for most common snake species. A
yard overrun with mice or voles is
a five-star restaurant for a hungry
snake.

Shelter: Snakes are secretive and
cold-blooded. They need places to
hide from predators and regulate
their body temperature. Rock
piles, thick brush, wood stacks,
and tall grass provide perfect
hiding spots.

Water Sources: Like all living
creatures, snakes need water.
Ponds, leaking hoses, bird baths,
and even clogged gutters can
attract them, especially during dry
spells.
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e Breeding Opportunities: A safe,
food-rich environment will
naturally attract breeding pairs,
leading to a persistent snake
population.

Once you acknowledge these factors,
how to keep snakes away becomes
less about chasing them and more about
removing the things that draw them in.
Let us explore the most effective
methods.

HABITAT MODIFICATION: THE
MOST EFFECTIVE LONG-TERM
STRATEGY

Eliminate Food
Sources for
Rodents

Since snakes follow their prey, your first
line of defense is to control the rodent
population. A yard without mice or rats is
far less interesting to a snake. Start by
evaluating your property for signs of
rodent activity. Keep pet food stored in
sealed metal or plastic containers. Clean
up fallen fruit from trees and berries
from bushes, as these attract rodents.
Bird feeders, while enjoyable for
birdwatchers, are notorious for spilling
seeds that attract mice. Place your bird
feeders on poles with baffles and clean



up spilled seed regularly.

If you have a compost pile, manage it
carefully. Avoid adding meat, dairy, or
oily foods that attract rodents. Turn your
compost frequently to speed up
decomposition and reduce its appeal to
mice.

Maintain Your
Lawn and
Garden

Tall grass is a snake's best friend. It
offers concealment from predators and
direct sunlight. Keep your grass mowed
to a height of three inches or shorter.
This simple act dramatically reduces the

cover available for both snakes and their
prey. Trim back overgrown shrubs and
bushes, especially those that touch the
ground. Branches and foliage that
contact the ground create bridges for
snakes to climb and hide.

Weeding is another critical task. Dense
ground cover like ivy or pachysandra can
harbor large numbers of snakes, as well
as the frogs and rodents they eat.
Consider replacing dense ground covers
with mulch, stone, or low-growing plants
that do not offer hiding places.

Remove
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Potential Hiding
Spots

This is often the most labor-intensive
step, but it is highly rewarding. Walk
your property and look for anything that
could serve as a snake shelter. Rock
piles are a classic hiding spot. If you
have decorative rocks, consider reducing
the pile or using larger rocks that leave
fewer crevices. Wood piles should be
stored at least eighteen inches off the
ground using a rack, and preferably
moved away from the foundation of your
home. If you have lumber, debris, or
piles of leaves sitting around, remove
them entirely.

Check for gaps under sheds, decks, and

porches. Snakes love the cool, dark
space under a deck. You can exclude
them by installing a skirt of hardware
cloth or lattice around the base, burying
the bottom edge a few inches into the
ground to prevent digging.

PHYSICAL BARRIERS: CREATING
A SNAKE-PROOF PERIMETER

While habitat modification reduces the
appeal of your property, physical
barriers provide a more direct defense. If
you live in an area with a high snake
population, installing barriers can give
you significant peace of mind.



Snake-Proof
Fencing

Standard fences are no match for
snakes, which can climb or squeeze
through tiny gaps. A true snake-proof
fence requires specific design features.
The fence should be made of hardware
cloth or galvanized wire mesh with
openings no larger than one-quarter
inch. The fence should stand at least
three to four feet high. Crucially, you
must bury the bottom of the fence at
least four to six inches into the ground
and angle it outward in an L-shape. This
outward lip prevents snakes from
burrowing under the barrier.

For gates, ensure they fit snugly and

have no gaps at the bottom. Adding a
sweep to the bottom of the gate can seal
the gap. While snake fencing can be
expensive and labor-intensive to install,
it is one of the few guarantees for
keeping snakes out of a specific area,
such as a play yard or vegetable garden.

Seal Entry Points
to Your Home

Snakes often find their way into
basements, crawl spaces, and garages,
and from there into living areas. Conduct
a thorough inspection of your home's
exterior. Look for cracks in the
foundation, gaps around pipes and utility
lines, and damaged vent screens. Use
caulk to seal small cracks. For larger
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gaps, use expanding foam or steel wool.
Pay special attention to the areas where
door frames meet the ground. Install
door sweeps on all exterior doors.

Check the seals around your windows,
especially basement windows that may
be close to ground level. A snake can
squeeze through an opening the size of
a quarter, so be meticulous in your
inspection. This process not only helps
with how to keep snakes away but
also improves your home's energy
efficiency and keeps out other pests.

NATURAL AND COMMERCIAL
REPELLENTS: WHAT ACTUALLY
WORKS?

You will find countless products and
home remedies claiming to repel snakes.

It is important to approach these with
healthy skepticism. The market is full of
snake repellents that have little to no
scientific backing.

Commercial
Snake Repellents

Most commercial snake repellents
contain ingredients like naphthalene or
sulfur. Naphthalene, the active
ingredient in mothballs, can be
somewhat effective in enclosed spaces,
but it is toxic to humans and pets and is
not recommended for outdoor use.
Sulfur-based products are widely sold,
but their effectiveness is debated. Some
studies suggest sulfur can irritate a
snake's sensitive Jacobson's organ (used



for smelling), causing it to avoid the
area. However, the effect is often short-
lived, especially after rain.

If you choose to use a commercial
repellent, rotate between different active
ingredients to prevent snakes from
becoming accustomed to the smell.
Always follow label instructions carefully
and keep children and pets away from
treated areas.

Natural DIY
Repellents

Many homeowners seek natural
alternatives. One of the most popular is
a mixture of garlic and onions. The
theory is that the strong sulfur

compounds in these plants deter snakes.
You can chop garlic and onions, mix
them with rock salt, and sprinkle the
mixture around the perimeter of your
garden or home. This method is
harmless to the environment but may
need frequent reapplication, especially
after rain.

Cinnamon oil and clove oil have also
shown some promise in laboratory
studies. Mixing a few drops of these
essential oils with water and spraying
around entry points may offer a mild
deterrent. However, do not expect
miracles. Natural repellents are best
used as a supplement to habitat
modification, not as a standalone
solution.

It is worth noting that ultrasonic devices
and "snake bells" sold online are largely
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ineffective. Snakes are deaf to airborne
sounds, so noise-making devices will not
phase them.

WHAT ABOUT PREDATORS?
USING NATURE TO HELP

One natural approach to how to keep
snakes away is to encourage their
natural predators. While this may not be
a solution for everyone, it can help
reduce snake numbers in rural areas.

Foxes, raccoons, opossums, and certain
birds of prey (like owls and hawks) will
kill and eat snakes. If you live in a rural
area, you can create a welcoming
environment for these animals. Installing
a nesting box for owls may encourage
them to patrol your property. However,
be careful: encouraging raccoons or
opossums brings its own set of

problems, as these animals can be
destructive themselves.

Domestic cats and dogs can also be
effective deterrents. A dog that patrols
the yard will often flush snakes out and
may kill smaller ones. However, owning
a pet solely for snake control is not
advisable, as snakes can bite and injure
cats and dogs. If you have a dog that
naturally hunts, simply allowing it to
spend time in the yard can help.

SAFE HANDLING AND WHAT TO
DO WHEN YOU SEE A SNAKE

Even with the best prevention, you may
eventually encounter a snake on your
property. Knowing how to react is
essential for your safety and the snake's.



|dentify Before
You Act

First and foremost, identify the snake
from a safe distance. Most snakes are
non-venomous and beneficial. In many
regions, common species include garter
snakes, rat snakes, and king snakes. Rat
snakes are excellent rodent hunters and
are generally harmless to humans. King
snakes actually eat other snakes,
including venomous ones. Learning to
identify the venomous species in your
area is a valuable skill. In North America,
these include rattlesnakes, copperheads,
cottonmouths, and coral snakes.
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Stay Calm and
Keep Your
Distance

If you see a snake, do not panic. Back
away slowly and give it plenty of space.
Most bites occur when people try to kill
or capture a snake. Never attempt to
handle a snake unless you are a trained
professional. If the snake is outside and
poses no immediate threat to people or
pets, consider leaving it alone. It will
likely move on within a few hours or
days.
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When to Call a
Professional

You should call a professional wildlife
removal service in the following
situations:

e The snake is inside your home.

e The snake is in a high-traffic area
like a patio or children's play area.

e You cannot identify whether the
snake is venomous.

e The snake appears injured or
aggressive.

Professional removal services have the
training and equipment to safely capture
and relocate snakes. They can also
provide a more thorough inspection of
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your property to identify gaps in your
prevention strategy. Many conservation-
minded services will relocate the snake
to a suitable natural habitat rather than
killing it.

ADDRESSING COMMON MYTHS
ABOUT SNAKE DETERRENCE

The internet is full of advice on how to
keep snakes away, but much of it is
based on folklore rather than fact. Let us
debunk a few persistent myths.

Myth: Mothballs are a great outdoor
snake repellent.

Reality: Mothballs are designed for use
in sealed containers to kill clothes
moths. Using them outdoors is not only
illegal in many places but also
ineffective. They break down quickly in
sunlight and rain and are toxic to



children, pets, and groundwater.

Myth: Horsehair ropes or sulfur
ropes will dissuade snakes.

Reality: There is no scientific evidence to
support this. Snakes are not magically
prevented from crossing a rope. This is
an old folk remedy with no practical
benefit.

Myth: Marigolds or other specific
plants repel snakes.
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Reality: While some plants have strong
odors, there is no proven plant that
reliably repels snakes. Snakes rely more
on heat and vibration than scent for
navigation. Planting marigolds may
make your garden look pretty, but it will
not create a snake-free zone.

Myth: A snake will chase you.
Reality: This is almost entirely false.
Snakes are defensive, not aggressive.
They will typically flee when given the
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