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FROM CATWOMAN
TO CELESTIAL
INSPIRATION: THE
JOURNEY OF JULIE
NEWMAR TO
WONG FOO

In  the  vast  galaxy  of
Hollywood  icons,  few
names spark as much
c u r i o s i t y  a n d
admiration  as  Julie
Newmar.  Best  known
f o r  h e r  p u r r - f e c t
portrayal of Catwoman
in  the  1960s  Batman
te lev is ion  ser ies ,
Newmar  has  left  an
indelible  mark on pop
culture. Yet, her legacy
extends  far  beyond
Gotham  City.  One  of

the most intriguing pop
culture  touchpoints  is
the 1995 film To Wong
F o o ,  T h a n k s  f o r
Every th ing!  Ju l i e
N e w m a r .  W h a t
connects  a  s i lver-
screen  siren  from the
swinging  sixties  to  a
road-trip comedy about
drag  queens  in  the
mid-1990s? This article
e x p l o r e s  t h e
f a s c i n a t i n g  l i n k
between Julie  Newmar
and  the  movie  that
b e a r s  h e r  n a m e ,
delving into her career,
the  film’s  origin,  and
the  enduring  cultural
impact  of  both.
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JULIE NEWMAR: A
STAR IS BORN

Julie Newmar was born
J u l i a  C h a l e n e
Newmeyer  on  August
1 6 ,  1 9 3 3 ,  i n  L o s
Angeles,  California.
She  began her  career
as a dancer and model,
eventually  making her
way  to  Broadway and
film.  Her  breakthrough
came in the 1950s with
roles  in  musicals  like
Silk  Stockings  and Li’l
Abner.  But  it  was  her
turn  as  the  villainous
Catwoman  opposite
Adam  West’s  Batman
that  cemented  her
status as a pop culture
legend.
Newmar’s  Catwoman
w a s  s u l t r y ,
sophisticated,  and
fiercely  intelligent.  She
brought  a  p lay fu l
sensuality  to  the role,
creating  a  character
t h a t  w a s  b o t h  a
formidable  adversary

and a romantic foil. Her
performance  set  the
standard for  all  future
interpretations  of  the
feline  felon.  The  role
also  showcased  her
p h y s i c a l
prowess—Newmar was
known for her long legs
a n d  g r a c e f u l
movements, which she
used  to  full  effect  in
the show’s campy fight
scenes.
Despite  her  success,
Newmar’s  career  was
not  l imited  to  one
c h a r a c t e r .  S h e
appeared in dozens of
television  shows,  from
The  Beverly  Hillbillies
to  Star  Trek  (as  the
unforgettable “Elaan of
Troyius”).  She  also
ventured into business,
inventing  a  l ine  of
b o d y - s h a p i n g
pantyhose  ca l led
“Newmar’s  Nylons.”
Her  versati l ity  and
entrepreneurial  spirit
made her a role model
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f o r  w o m e n  i n
Hollywood and beyond.

The
Curious
Connectio
n: How
Julie
Newmar
Inspired a
Film Title
Fast  forward  to  the
e a r l y  1 9 9 0 s .
Screenwriter  Douglas
Beane was working on
a  script  about  three
New York drag queens
who  take  a  road  trip
across  the  American
Midwest  to  attend  a
drag queen pageant in
Los  Angeles.  The  film

was a heartfelt comedy
that aimed to celebrate
f r i e n d s h i p ,  s e l f -
expression,  and  the
kindness  of  strangers.
B u t  i t  n e e d e d  a
t i t l e — s o m e t h i n g
u n i q u e  a n d
memorable.
Beane recalled a story
from a friend who had
met Julie Newmar at a
party.  The  friend  had
helped her with a small
favor,  and  Newmar’s
gracious response was:
“To Wong Foo, thanks
for  everything!”  The
p h r a s e  w a s
n o n s e n s i c a l  y e t
charming, and it stuck
i n  B e a n e ’ s  m i n d .
“Wong Foo” was not a
real  person;  it  was  a
playful, invented name
that evoked a sense of
gratitude and whimsy.
Beane decided that To
Wong Foo,  Thanks for
Every th ing!  Ju l i e
Newmar  would be the
perfect  title  for  his
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m o v i e .  W h e n  h e
approached  Newmar
for  permission,  she
loved  the  idea  and
gave  her  blessing.
And  so,  Julie  Newmar
b e c a m e  t h e  o n l y
actress to have a major
motion  picture  named
after  her,  despite  not
appearing in it (though
s h e  d o e s  m a k e  a
cameo  in  the  final
scene).  The  title  is  a
tribute to her elegance
a n d  t h e  j o y  s h e
brought to her fans. It
also perfectly captures
the  film’s  tone:
affectionate,  funny,
and  a  little  bit  absurd.

THE FILM’S PLOT
AND ITS PLACE IN
CINEMA HISTORY

To  Wong  Foo,  Thanks
for  Everything!  Julie
Newmar  (1995)  stars
Wesley Snipes,  Patrick
Swayze ,  and  John
Leguizamo  as  Vida

Boheme,  Noxeema
Jackson,  and  Chi-Chi
Rodriguez,  three  drag
queens  who  find
themselves stranded in
a  small,  conservative
town in Nebraska after
their car breaks down.
In i t ia l l y  met  w i th
hostility, they gradually
w i n  o v e r  t h e
townspeople  through
their charisma, fashion
sense,  and  genuine
kindness.
The  film  is  a  road-trip
comedy with a heart of
g o l d .  I t  e x p l o r e s
themes  o f  gender
identity,  friendship,
and  acceptance  at  a
time when mainstream
audiences  were  just
beginning  to  engage
with  LGBTQ+  stories.
The  performances  are
stellar:  Swayze  brings
a regal grace to Vida,
S n i p e s  e x u d e s
confidence  and  wit  as
N o x e e m a ,  a n d
Leguizamo  delivers  a
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touching  portrayal  of
Chi-Chi,  the  novice
drag  queen  seeking
validation.
While  the  film  was  not
a  massive  box  office
hit,  it  became  a  cult
classic.  It  was  lauded
f o r  i t s  p o s i t i v e
representation of  drag
c u l t u r e  a n d  i t s
message  of  tolerance.
Critics  praised  the  film
for  avoiding  cheap
s t e r e o t y p e s  a n d
instead  treating  its
characters with dignity
and humor.  Today, To
W o n g  F o o  i s
considered a landmark
in  LGBTQ+  cinema,
a l o n g s i d e  T h e
Adventures of Priscilla,
Queen  of  the  Desert
(which  has  a  similar
premise).

Julie

Newmar’s
Cameo:
The
Perfect
Ending
The film concludes with
the  three  protagonists
arriving  at  the  drag
p a g e a n t  i n  L o s
Angeles.  After  winning
the  competition,  they
are congratulated by a
mysterious,  glamorous
woman:  Julie  Newmar
herself.  She  thanks
them  for  the  tribute
and offers a few words
of encouragement. The
scene  i s  b r ie f  but
powerful,  serving as a
full-circle  moment  for
the  title.  Newmar’s
appearance  validates
the love and gratitude
the film expresses.
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In  interviews,  Newmar
has  spoken  warmly
about her involvement.
She  understood  the
film’s  deeper  message
about  acceptance  and
saw  it  as  a  natural
extension  of  her  own
career—a  career  built
o n  c h a l l e n g i n g
c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d
e m b r a c i n g
indiv idual i ty .  Her
cameo is a gift to fans,
tying the entire project
together  with  a  touch
of Hollywood magic.

CULTURAL IMPACT:
HOW JULIE
NEWMAR BECAME
A QUEER ICON

J u l i e  N e w m a r ’ s
connection to To Wong
Foo  solidified  her
status as a queer icon.
D r a g  q u e e n s  a n d
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
LGBTQ+  community
have long admired her
for  her  unapologetic
femininity,  wit,  and

s t r e n g t h .  H e r
C a t w o m a n  w a s  a
character  who  defied
expectations—she  was
b o t h  v i l l a i n  a n d
r o m a n t i c  l e a d ,
p o w e r f u l  a n d
vulnerable. This duality
resonates  with  many
who  experience  the
w o r l d  f r o m  t h e
margins.
Newmar’s  support  of
the  film  and  her
willingness to lend her
n a m e  ( a n d  h e r
likeness)  to  a  project
that centered on drag
c u l t u r e  w a s  a
significant  gesture.  In
t h e  m i d - 1 9 9 0 s ,
mainstream Hollywood
was still wary of overtly
queer content. The fact
that a beloved actress
from the golden age of
television  embraced
the  film  helped
legitimize it for broader
audiences.
Today, Julie Newmar is
frequently  invoked  in
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drag  culture.  RuPaul’s
Drag Race contestants
have  referenced  her,
and her image appears
in various drag-themed
artworks. She has also
become  a  symbol  of
t imeless  style  and
grace, often cited as an
inspiration  by  modern
drag performers.

Beyond
the Film:
Julie
Newmar’s
Enduring
Legacy
Julie Newmar continues
to  be  act ive  in  the
entertainment  world,
making appearances at
c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d
granting  interviews.

She remains a beloved
figure  among  fans  of
Batman  and  To  Wong
Foo  alike.  In  recent
years,  she  has  been
i n v o l v e d  i n
documentaries  about
the  show  and  has
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
reunions  with  her  co-
stars.
Her life story is one of
r e i n v e n t i o n  a n d
resilience. From dancer
to actress to inventor,
Newmar  has  always
followed her own path.
S h e  h a s  s p o k e n
candidly  about  the
challenges  of  being  a
woman  in  Hollywood,
particularly  as  she
aged.  Yet  she  has
never lost her sense of
h u m o r  o r  h e r
distinctive  voice.  Her
autobiography,  The
Cat’s Meow (co-written
w i t h  a u t h o r  T o m
Lisanti),  offers  a
g l i m p s e  i n t o  h e r
fascinating  l i fe.
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SEO KEYWORDS
AND SEMANTIC
CONNECTIONS

For  those  researching
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n
b e t w e e n  J u l i e
Newmar  to  Wong
Foo,  it  is  essential  to
understand  that  the
bond is one of mutual
admiration and cultural
s y m b i o s i s .  T h e
k e y w o r d  p h r a s e
naturally  integrates
with  terms  such  as
“drag  queen  film,”
“ 1 9 9 0 s  c i n e m a , ”
“ L G B T Q +
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , ”
“Catwoman  actress,”
and “cult classic.” The
story of how a chance
remark  a t  a  par ty
became the  title  of  a
movie  demonstrates
the unpredictable ways
in  which  pop  culture
grows and evolves.
Semantic keywords like
“Julie Newmar cameo,”
“To  Wong  Foo  drag

queens,”  “Patr ick
Swayze drag role,” and
“Wesley Snipes female
impersonation”  all
enrich  the  content
without  overstuffing.
When writing about the
film’s  impact,  terms
s u c h  a s  “ g e n d e r
identity  in  film,”  “road
tr ip  comedy,”  and
“1995 movies” are also
relevant. The goal is to
create  a  seamless
narrative that answers
the  reader’s  curiosity
about  the  connection
wh i le  p rov id ing  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
overview.

Why This
Story
Matters
Today
In  an  era  where  drag
culture  has  exploded
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into  the  mainstream,
thanks  to  shows  like
RuPaul’s  Drag  Race
a n d  t h e  c u l t u r a l
visibility of queens like
Bianca  Del  Rio  and
Trixie  Mattel,  looking
back  at  the  To  Wong
Foo  film  provides
historical  context.  It
shows how far we have
come—and  how much
remains the same. The
film’s  message  of
c o m p a s s i o n  a n d
unders tand ing  i s
timeless.
M o r e o v e r ,  J u l i e
Newmar’s  role  as  a
muse  for  the  film
u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e
importance  of  allyship
in the arts. She did not
simply lend her name;
she actively supported
the  project  and  its
t h e m e s .  H e r
involvement  reminds
us that allies can come
from surprising  places
and  that  respect  for
others ’  ident i t ies

enriches  everyone.
For fans of both classic
television  and modern
drag, the link between
Julie  Newmar  and  To
W o n g  F o o  i s  a
delightful  trivia  point.
But  i t  a lso  carr ies
deeper  meaning.  It
represents  a  bridge
between  generations,
between campy 1960s
TV  and  the  inclusive
comedy of  the 1990s.
It shows that true icons
never  f ade—they
simply  find  new  ways
to  inspire.

CONCLUSION: A
TIMELESS
CONNECTION

From  the  rooftops  of
G o t h a m  t o  t h e
highways of Nebraska,
J u l i e  N e w m a r ’ s
influence  reaches  far
and  wide.  To  Wong
F o o ,  T h a n k s  f o r
Every th ing!  Ju l i e
Newmar  is  more  than
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just a quirky title; it is a
testament to the power
of kindness, the beauty
o f  d r a g ,  a n d  t h e
enduring  allure  of  a
Hollywood legend. Julie
N e w m a r ’ s
c a r e e r — s p a n n i n g
decades,  genres,  and
c u l t u r a l
movements—proves
that a star’s light only
grows  brighter  with

time.  Whether  she  is
purring  as  Catwoman
or  appear ing  i n  a
surprise  cameo,  Julie
Newmar  continues  to
captivate  audiences.
And thanks to that little
phrase—and the  film it
inspired—her name will
forever be synonymous
w i t h  g r a t i t u d e ,
g lamour ,  and  the
unstoppable  spirit  of
drag.


