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THE LEGENDARY FELLOWSHIP:
UNDERSTANDING THE LIST OF
KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE

The Arthurian legends have captivated
audiences for centuries, weaving tales of
heroism, magic, and tragic romance. At
the very heart of these stories lies the
fabled fellowship of King Arthur's court:
the Knights of the Round Table. More
than just a list of names, this
brotherhood represented the pinnacle of
medieval chivalry, loyalty, and honor.
For anyone delving into the world of
Camelot, understanding the list of
Knights of the Round Table is
essential, as each knight brought a
unique story, virtue, and flaw to the
table. While the exact number of knights
varies across different texts and
traditions, the core figures remain some
of the most enduring characters in
Western literature. This article provides
a comprehensive exploration of the most
prominent knights, their origins, and
their legendary deeds.

The Origins and
Symbolism of the
Round Table

Before examining the individual knights,
it is crucial to understand the artifact
that bound them together. According to
legend, the Round Table was created by

the wizard Merlin for King Uther
Pendragon, Arthur's father. After Arthur
proved himself by pulling the sword
Excalibur from the stone, Merlin gave
the table to him. The table's circular
shape was highly symbolic: it meant that
every knight who sat there was equal in
status and voice. There was no "head" of
the table, eliminating any disputes over
rank. This design was intended to foster
unity, equality, and fellowship among
the Knights of the Round Table. The
table also had seats for 150 knights,
though the list of Knights of the
Round Table in most accounts rarely
reaches this full number. The most
famous seat was the Siege Perilous, a
vacant seat reserved for the knight who
would one day successfully achieve the
quest for the Holy Grail. Any unworthy
knight who attempted to sit there would
be swallowed by the earth or consumed
by flames.

THE CORE MEMBERS: A
DEFINITIVE LIST OF KNIGHTS OF
THE ROUND TABLE

While different versions of the Arthurian
canon offer varying rosters, several
knights appear consistently. The
following list of Knights of the Round
Table represents the most widely
recognized members, drawn primarily
from Sir Thomas Malory's Le Morte
d'Arthur and other classic sources.

e Sir Lancelot du Lac: Often
considered the greatest knight of
the Round Table, Lancelot was
famed for his unparalleled skill in
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battle and his tragic love affair
with Queen Guinevere. He was the
son of King Ban of Benwick and
was raised by the Lady of the
Lake. His quest for the Holy Grail
was ultimately unsuccessful due to
his adultery, but his courage and
strength were unmatched.

Sir Gawain: King Arthur's nephew
and one of the most loyal knights.
He was known for his strength,
courtesy, and the magical gift of
increasing power as the sun rose.
His most famous adventure is the
poem Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight. He was a key member of
any list of Knights of the Round
Table.

Sir Geraint: A knight from Wales,
often associated with the tale of
"Geraint and Enid." He is known
for his dedication to his wife and
his prowess in combat. He is a
classic example of a knight who
balances love and duty.

Sir Gareth: The youngest brother
of Gawain, who initially served in
the kitchens under the nickname
"Beaumains" (Fair-hands). He
proved his worth through a series
of difficult trials and became a
respected knight. He was known
for his modesty and strength.

Sir Galahad: The son of Lancelot
and Elaine of Corbenic. He was the
purest knight of all, the only one
worthy to sit in the Siege Perilous
and successfully achieve the quest
for the Holy Grail. He is the
embodiment of spiritual perfection
in the Arthurian world.

Sir Bors de Ganis: A cousin of
Lancelot and a deeply religious
knight. He was one of the three
knights (along with Galahad and
Percival) who successfully

completed the Grail quest. He was
known for his piety and his
struggle between family loyalty
and his Christian duty.

Sir Percival: Also known as
Peredur, he was a naive but brave
knight from a rural upbringing. He
became a key figure in the Grail
quest, representing the journey
from innocence to spiritual
enlightenment.

Sir Kay: Arthur's foster brother
and the royal seneschal. He was
known for his sharp tongue,
boastfulness, and practicality.
While often portrayed as rude and
somewhat cowardly, he was also a
competent knight and a loyal
steward of Camelot.

Sir Bedivere: A close confidant of
King Arthur and one of his most
loyal companions. He was the one
who returned Excalibur to the Lady
of the Lake after Arthur's final
battle. He was often depicted as a
one-handed knight after losing a
hand in battle.

Sir Ector: King Arthur's foster
father and the father of Sir Kay. He
was a loyal and upstanding knight
who raised Arthur in obscurity,
unaware of his royal lineage.

Sir Lionel: The brother of Sir Bors
and a member of Lancelot's family.
He was a fierce warrior but also
prone to rage, which led to tragic
consequences during the Grail
quest.

Sir Palamedes: A Saracen
(pagan) knight who was a master
of the hunt and a formidable
warrior. He was in love with the
beautiful Isolde, who was married
to Sir Tristan. He eventually
converted to Christianity and was
baptized.
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e Sir Tor: The son of King Arthur (in
some versions) or a knight raised
by the cowherd Aries. He proved
his worth by accomplishing a
challenging quest early in his
career, earning his place at the
table.

Sir Tristan: A legendary Cornish
knight known for his tragic love
affair with Isolde. He was a master
of the harp and a supreme warrior.
His complex relationship with King
Mark of Cornwall and his love for
Isolde make him one of the most
romantic figures in the list of
Knights of the Round Table.
Sir Lamorak: The son of King
Pellinore and one of the most
formidable knights. He was known
for his speed and strength. He was
a rival of Gawain's clan, which
eventually led to his tragic death.
Sir Agravain: Another son of King
Lot and Morgause, and brother to
Gawain. He was known for being
malicious and envious. He was the
one who exposed the affair
between Lancelot and Guinevere,
igniting the war that destroyed
Camelot.

Sir Mordred: The treacherous son
of King Arthur (either by his sister
Morgause or by an enchantment).
Mordred was the knight who
usurped the throne while Arthur
was away, leading to the Battle of
Camlann, where both Arthur and
Mordred were mortally wounded.
He is the ultimate antagonist in
the Arthurian story.

Lesser-Known

but Significant
Members of the
Fellowship

The full list of Knights of the Round
Table is vast. Other notable, though less
central, figures include:

e Sir Dagonet: King Arthur's court
jester, who was knighted for his
humor and, surprisingly, showed
courage in battle when needed.

* Sir Bleoberis: A brother of Sir
Bors and a respected knight of the
Round Table.

e Sir Griflet: A young knight who
was an early companion of Arthur.
He famously asked Arthur for the
privilege of fighting a mysterious
knight, which led to the loss of
Arthur's first sword and the
acquisition of Excalibur.

e Sir Dinadan: Known for his sharp
wit and sarcastic humor, Dinadan
was a realist who often mocked
the courtly love traditions of his
fellow knights. He was a close
friend of Sir Tristan.

e Sir Pellinore: The King of the
Isles and a hunter of the Questing
Beast. He was a fierce knight who
once wounded King Arthur in
combat before joining the Round
Table. He was the father of Sir
Lamorak, Sir Percival, and
Aglovale.

e Sir Aglovale: The eldest son of
King Pellinore, who was
instrumental in bringing his
brother Percival to Camelot.

 Sir Uwaine: The son of King
Arthur's sister Morgan le Fay.
Despite his mother's enmity



towards Arthur, Uwaine was a loyal
and brave knight of the Round
Table.

e Sir Lavaine: The brother of Elaine
of Astolat (the Fair Maid of
Astolat), who helped Lancelot in
tournaments.

e Sir Sagramore le Desirous: A
knight known for his eagerness for
adventure.

e Sir Safir: The brother of Sir
Palamedes, also a Saracen knight
who converted to Christianity.

THE CODE OF CHIVALRY AND THE
OATH OF THE ROUND TABLE

Membership in the Round Table was not
merely a title; it came with a strict moral
and behavioral code. The knights swore
an oath to uphold the highest ideals of
chivalry. This oath typically included
promises to:

1. Serve the King: To be loyal to
King Arthur and the kingdom of
Logres above all other worldly
allegiances.

2. Protect the Weak: To defend
women, children, the poor, and the
clergy from oppression and harm.

3. Uphold Justice: To fight against
tyranny, evil, and wrongdoing
wherever it was found.

4. Be Merciful: To grant mercy to
those who asked for it and to be
courteous to all, even enemies.

5. Honor the Truth: To never lie or
break his word, as a knight's oath
was his bond.

6. Seek Glory and Adventure: To
never refuse a challenge or a
quest, as this was the path to
honor.

7. Be Devout: To serve God and the
Church, attending mass and
defending the faith.

This code, while inspiring, often created
internal conflicts for the knights. The
ideals of courtly love (which could
involve adultery) often clashed with
Christian morality, as seen with Lancelot
and Guinevere. The quest for personal
glory sometimes conflicted with the duty
of fellowship. The tragedy of the Round
Table is that its very ideals were so high
that they were almost impossible for
mortal men to fully maintain, leading to
jealousy, betrayal, and eventual
collapse.

THE QUEST FOR THE HOLY GRAIL:
THE ULTIMATE TEST

Perhaps the most defining adventure for
the Knights of the Round Table was
the quest for the Holy Grail, the cup
used by Christ at the Last Supper. When
the Grail appeared in Camelot, covered
in a white cloth, the knights were
inspired to swear an oath to seek it out.
This quest was the ultimate test of a
knight's spiritual purity. It was a journey
that separated the spiritually worthy
from the worldly.

Most knights failed the quest due to their
pride, sin, or worldly attachments. Sir
Gawain, for example, was too attached
to earthly combat and honor. Sir
Lancelot, despite his great strength, was
barred from the Grail's full vision due to
his adultery. Only three knights—Sir
Galahad, Sir Percival, and Sir
Bors—achieved the Grail. Galahad, the
pure knight, was taken up to heaven in
ecstasy after seeing the Grail's
mysteries. Percival became a monk and
later died in the service of God. Bors
returned to Camelot to tell the tale. The
quest fundamentally weakened the
fellowship, as many knights died or lost
their way, and the spiritual unity of the
table was broken.
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THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE The list of Knights of the Round
FELLOWSHIP Table




