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THE COLOUR
PURPLE AND ITS
CONNECTION TO
LGBTQ+ IDENTITY

Throughout  history,
colours  have  carried
d e e p  s y m b o l i c
meaning, often shifting
with  cultural  trends
and social movements.
One  quest ion  that
frequently  arises  in
discussions  about
colour symbolism is: Is
purple a gay colour?
The  answer  is  not  a
s imp le  yes  o r  no .
Purple  has  a  rich  and
complex  relationship
w i t h  t h e  L G B T Q +
community,  rooted  in

history,  activism,  and
personal  expression.
This  article  explores
the  or ig ins  of  th is
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e
symbolism of purple in
queer culture, and how
the colour has evolved
i n t o  a  p o w e r f u l
emblem  of  pride  and
solidarity.

The
Historical
Roots:
Lavender
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and
Queer

Identity
T h e  c o n n e c t i o n
between  purple  and
queerness  dates  back
to at least the late 19th
a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h
centuries.  The  term
“ lavender”  i t se l f
b e c a m e  a  c o d e d
r e f e r e n c e  t o
homosexuality.  In  the
1920s ,  the  co lour
lavender  was  used  in
s lang  to  descr ibe
someone  who  was
effeminate  or  gay.  The
phrase  “ lavender
language”  referred  to
coded speech used by
g a y  m e n  t o
c o m m u n i c a t e
discreetly.  This  subtle
association  grew  over
time,  particularly  in
artistic  and  literary
circles  where  purple

hues  were  linked  to
decadence,  sensitivity,
and non-conformity.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
famous early examples
i s  t h e  p o e t  W a l t
Whitman, who referred
to the “lavender” of his
passion in his Calamus
poems. Later, the term
“lavender  menace”
was used in the 1960s
and 1970s to describe
lesbians  within  the
feminist  movement,  a
l a b e l  e v e n t u a l l y
reclaimed by activists.
The  colour  purple,
especially  its  lighter
s h a d e s ,  b e c a m e
intertwined  with  the
struggle for gay rights
l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e
rainbow  flag  was
created.

The
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Purple in
the
Rainbow

Flag
The  modern  LGBTQ+
pride flag,  designed by
Gilbert  Baker in 1978,
originally  included
eight stripes, each with
a  specific  meaning.
The  eighth  stripe  was
hot  pink,  representing
sex.  However,  due  to
production  difficulties,
the flag was reduced to
seven  str ipes,  and
eventually  to  the  six-
stripe version we know
today:  red,  orange,
yellow,  green,  blue,
and  violet.  The  violet
s t r ipe  (a  shade  of
purple)  represents
spirit. So, from the very
inception  of  the  most
iconic symbol of queer

p r ide ,  pu rp le—or
violet—was included as
a  core  element.  This
alone  gives  a  strong
affirmative  answer  to
the question is purple
a gay colour—at least
within  the  context  of
the pride flag.
But  the  inclusion  of
purple is not just about
the  sp i r i t .  I t  a l so
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e
community. Purple sits
between blue and red
on the color spectrum,
s y m b o l i z i n g  t h e
blending of genders or
sexualities.  In  many
ways, purple is a non-
binary  colour,  defying
the  traditional  male-
female  binary,  which
mirrors the fluidity and
spectrum  of  human
identity.
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Lavender
and
Lesbian

History
Purple  has  particular
significance  in  lesbian
history.  During  the
1 9 7 0 s ,  l e s b i a n
feminists  adopted
lavender  as  a  symbol
of solidarity. The term
“lavender  marriage”
historically  referred  to
a marriage between a
gay man and a lesbian
used  to  h ide  the i r
sexual  orientation.
Later,  the  “lavender
menace”  act ion  in
1970 was a protest by
lesb ian  femin is ts
against  the  exclusion
of  lesbians  from  the
mainstream  women’s
movement.  They wore
lavender  t-shirts  and

carried signs, turning a
pejorative into a badge
of  honor.  Today,  the
colour  purple  is  often
used in lesbian-specific
pride  flags  and
branding.
This  historical  layer
re in forces  that  is
purple a gay colour
is  a  question  with  a
strong  affirmative
answer  within  lesbian
culture.  The  colour
r e p r e s e n t s  b o t h
resistance and unity.

Purple in
Bi and
Trans
Represen
tation
Purple also appears in
the bisexual  pride flag,
designed  by  Michael
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Page  in  1998.  The  flag
has  three  stripes:  a
magenta pink stripe on
top  f o r  same - sex
attraction, a royal blue
stripe  on  the  bottom
f o r  o p p o s i t e - s e x
a t t rac t i on ,  and  a
lavender  purple  stripe
i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,
representing attraction
t o  m o r e  t h a n  o n e
gender.  The  purple
s t r i p e  l i t e r a l l y
s y m b o l i z e s  t h e
blending of  both ends
o f  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n
spectrum.  Similarly,
the  transgender  pride
flag  features  light  blue
and light  pink  stripes,
and  while  it  does  not
have purple, the colour
is often used in trans-
related  symbols,  such
as the trans symbol of
V e n u s  a n d  M a r s
intertwined, sometimes
colored purple.
In  this  context,  the
question  is  purple  a
gay  colour  expands

beyond  homosexuality
to  encompass  the
b r o a d e r  L G B T Q +
spectrum,  including
bisexuality  and  non-
binary  identities.  The
colour’s  abi l i ty  to
b r idge  oppos i tes
makes  it  a  powerful
emblem of inclusivity.

Cultural
Stereotyp
es and
the “Gay
Colour”
Notion
Despite these historical
connections,  the  idea
t h a t  p u r p l e  i s
inherently “gay” is also
influenced  by
s t e r e o t y p e s .  I n
Western  cultures,
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co lours  a re  o f ten
gendered:  pink  for
girls,  blue  for  boys.
Purple, being a mixture
of  blue  and  pink,  is
seen  as  androgynous.
T h i s  p e r c e i v e d
a m b i g u i t y  l e d  t o
associations  with  gay
m e n ,  w h o  w e r e
s t e r e o t y p e d  a s
effeminate  or  “in
between” genders. The
f a s h i o n  w o r l d ,
part icular ly  in  the
1980s and 1990s, saw
purple  and  lavender
become trendy among
gay  subcultures.  The
phrase  “purple  is  the
gay colour” became a
c o m m o n  t r o p e  i n
media, exaggerated by
c h a r a c t e r s  a n d
comedians.
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand that colour
preferences are deeply
personal.  While  many
people in the LGBTQ+
community  embrace

purple  as  a  symbol,
other queer individuals
may  have  no  affinity
for it. The colour itself
is not inherently sexual
or  gendered—it  is  the
meaning we attach to
i t .  There fore ,  the
answer to the question
i s  p u r p l e  a  g a y
colour  depends  on
context:  historically,
c u l t u r a l l y ,  a n d
personally.

Modern
Usage:
Purple in
Pride
Merchand
ise and
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Events
T o d a y ,  p u r p l e  i s
ubiquitous  in  LGBTQ+
events and items. From
Pride  parade  banners
to  flags  for  specific
ident i t ies  l ike  the
genderqueer  flag
(which  also  includes
lavender),  purple  is  a
common choice.  Many
brands release limited-
edition purple products
during  Pride  Month.
The colour is also used
in  the  l ogo  o f  t he
H u m a n  R i g h t s
Campaign (HRC), which
features a yellow equal
sign  against  a  blue
background, but purple
and  p ink  a re  a l so
frequently used in HRC
c a m p a i g n s .  T h e
prevalence of purple in
t h e s e  c o n t e x t s
r e i n f o r c e s  i t s
connect ion  to  the
queer  community.
However,  it  is  worth

noting  that  purple  is
also a colour of royalty,
s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  a n d
creativity  in  many
cultures. Its association
w i t h  t h e  L G B T Q +
community  does  not
erase  these  other
meanings.  So  when
someone  asks ,  i s
purple a gay colour,
the  answer  can  be
“yes”  within  a  specific
cultural framework, but
it  is  not  an  exclusive
c l a im .  A  s t r a i gh t
person wearing purple
i s  n o t  m a k i n g  a
statement  about  their
sexuality—they  might
s i m p l y  e n j o y  t h e
colour. The key is that
p u r p l e  h a s  b e e n
a d o p t e d  a s  a
meaningful symbol, but
it is not limited to that
symbolism.

Semantic
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Keywords
and SEO

Context
This  article  naturally
incorporates  the  main
keyword  Is  Purple  A
Gay Colour along with
related semantic terms
such  as  “ lavender
symbolism”,  “LGBTQ+
colour  association”,
“purple  pride  flag”,
“queer colour history”,
a n d  “ m e a n i n g  o f
purple in gay culture”.
These  phrases  help
s e a r c h  e n g i n e s
understand the content
w i t h o u t  k e y w o r d
stuffing. The discussion
covers  h istor ica l ,
cultural,  and  modern
perspectives, providing
a  comprehens ive
resource  for  anyone
cur ious  about  the
colour’s place in queer
identity.

Conclusio
n: The
Answer Is
Nuanced
So,  is  purple  a  gay
colour?  The  most
accurate answer is that
purp le  has  s t rong
historical  and  cultural
ties  to  the  LGBTQ+
community,  but  it  is
not  exclus ively  or
universally  “gay”.  It
holds  significant
meaning  as  a  symbol
of spirit, diversity, and
resistance  within  the
pride  flag  and  beyond.
The  co lour ’ s  very
nature—a blend of blue
and  pink—mirrors  the
i n c l u s i v i t y  a n d
spectrum  of  human
identity.  Whether  you
w e a r  p u r p l e  a s  a
personal  statement  or
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because  you  love  the
shade,  its  connection
to queer history adds a
rich layer of  meaning.
But ultimately, a colour
does  not  define  a

person.  The  power  of
purp le  l i e s  i n  the
stories we tell and the
pride  we  choose  to
express.


