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Few  figures  in  the
history  of  erotic  art
have left as lasting an
i m p r i n t  a s  T o u k o
Laaksonen, the Finnish
artist known worldwide
as  Tom  of  F inland.
A m o n g  h i s  m o s t
celebrated  bodies  of
work is the Kake series,
a  collection  of  risqué
comic  s t r i ps  tha t
defined  a  visual

l anguage  f o r  gay
des i re  in  the  20th
c e n t u r y .  F o r
e n t h u s i a s t s  a n d
newcomers alike, Tom
O f  F i n l a n d  T h e
C o m p l e t e  K a k e
Comics represents not
just  a  compilation  of
explicit illustrations but
a cultural  artifact  that
r e s h a p e d  q u e e r
representation.  This
a r t i c l e  t a k e s  a
thoughtful dive into the
w o r l d  o f  K a k e ,
examining  its  origins,
artistic  significance,
a n d  e n d u r i n g
influence.
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The
Origins of
a
Groundbr
eaking
Series
Tom of  Finland began
creat ing  the  Kake
comics  in  the  late
1960s,  a  time  when
homosexuality was still
widely criminalized and
pathologized  across
much  of  the  Western
world. Publishing under
p s e u d o n y m s  a n d
distributing  his  work
through  underground
channels,  Laaksonen
developed a character
who would become an
icon:  Kake.  The  name
itsel f ,  p layful  and
memorable,  evokes  a

sense  of  mischievous
c h a r m ,  a n d  t h e
character  qu ick ly
became  a  recurring
figure  in  Tom  of
Finland's  expansive
oeuvre.
The Kake stories were
initially  serialized  in
n i c h e  m a g a z i n e s
catering  to  gay  male
audiences,  and  they
offered  something  that
w a s  t h e n  i n
desperately  short
supp ly :  pos i t i ve ,
celebratory  depictions
of  gay  men  enjoying
their  sexuality  without
shame  or  apology.  In
contrast  to  the  tragic
o r  p a t h o l o g i c a l
portrayals  common  in
mainstream  media,
Kake  was  confident,
adventurous ,  and
always in control of his
des i res .  Th i s  was
revolutionary  for  its
time, and it remains a
cornerstone  of  the
series' appeal today.



Tom Of Finland The Complete Kake Comics 3

3

Who Is
Kake?
Understa
nding the
Character
K a k e  i s  n o t  a
traditional superhero in
the  cape-and-tights
sense, but he is heroic
in his own right. He is a
hyper-masculine  figure
wi th  exaggerated
physical  features:
broad  shoulders,  a
c h i s e l e d  j a w ,  a
muscular torso, and, of
course,  a  prominent
pha l lus .  He  o f ten
appears  in  uniform,
whether  as  a  leather-
clad  biker,  a  police
officer,  a  sailor,  or  a
lumberjack—archetype
s that  Tom of  Finland
used to explore power

d y n a m i c s  a n d
masculine aesthetics.
What  makes  Kake
compelling, however, is
n o t  m e r e l y  h i s
physical ity  but  his
personal i ty .  He  is
confident  without
being  cruel,  dominant
w i t h o u t  b e i n g
aggressive.  He  is  a
seducer,  a  charmer,
a n d  a  w i l l i n g
participant  in  a  wide
v a r i e t y  o f  e r o t i c
encounters. The stories
typ ica l ly  fo l low  a
simple  formula:  Kake
encounters  one  or
more  men,  a  mutual
a t t r a c t i o n  i s
establ ished,  and  a
series of explicit sexual
acts ensues. Yet within
that framework, Tom of
Finland  managed  to
inject  humor,  warmth,
and a genuine sense of
camaraderie.
The character's appeal
l i e s  p a r t l y  i n  h i s
universality.  Kake  is
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not  tied  to  a  specific
t ime  or  p lace—his
wor ld  i s  a  fantasy
realm  where  sexual
d e s i r e  i s  f r e e l y
expressed  and  always
reciprocated.  This
timeless  quality  has
a l l owed  the  Kake
comics  to  rema in
relevant  and  beloved
across  generations.

Artistic
Style and
Visual
Language
Tom  of  Finland's  art
style  is  immediately
recognizable  and  has
been  enormous ly
influential in gay visual
culture.  His  drawing
technique  is  clean,
precise,  and  highly
s ty l i zed .  He  uses
s t r o n g  l i n e w o r k ,

dramatic  lighting,  and
meticulous attention to
anatomy. The men he
draws are not realistic
portraits  but  idealized
representations  of
masculine  beauty:
e v e r y  m u s c l e  i s
defined,  every  jawline
is  sharp,  and  every
pose  is  designed  to
emphasize  strength
and  sensuality.
The  Complete  Kake
Comics showcases this
style  in  its  full  glory.
E a c h  p a n e l  i s  a
carefully  composed
i m a g e ,  w i t h
backgrounds  that
range from the simple
to  the elaborate.  Tom
of Finland had a knack
for  creating  scenes
that felt both cinematic
and  int imate.  The
cha rac te r s  o f t en
interact  with  their
environment,  whether
it's  a  motorcycle,  a
police  station,  or  a
rustic cabin, and these
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settings add depth and
context  to  the  erotic
encounters.
C o l o r  p l a y s  a
significant  role  in  the
later  Kake  comics,  as
Laaksonen  began
adding  color  to  his
work in the 1970s. The
color  palette  is  often
bold  and  saturated,
with  reds,  blues,  and
blacks dominating. This
use of  color  enhances
the dramatic quality of
the artwork and makes
the  characters  pop  off
the  page.

The
Cultural
Impact of
the Kake

Comics
To fully appreciate the
significance of Tom Of
F i n l a n d  T h e
C o m p l e t e  K a k e
Comics, it is necessary
to  understand  the
historical  context  in
w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e
created .  The  la te
1960s and 1970s were
a  period  of  profound
social change, with the
g a y  l i b e r a t i o n
movement  gaining
momentum.  Yet  the
mainstream media still
largely  ignored  or
vilified  queer  people.
Pornography and erotic
art served not only as
a  source  of  sexual
pleasure but also as a
f o r m  o f  c u l t u r a l
resistance.
Tom of  Finland's  work
w a s  a  d e l i b e r a t e
c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e
prevailing  notions  of
homosexual i ty  as
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weak,  effeminate,  or
shameful.  By  creating
h y p e r - m a s c u l i n e
characters  who  were
unapologetically  gay,
he  helped  to  forge  a
new  gay  identity  that
was proud, strong, and
sexually  confident.  The
K a k e  c o m i c s ,  i n
part icular ,  were  a
powerful  tool  for  this
reimagining.  They
prov ided  a  v i sua l
fantasy that many gay
men  could  aspire  to,
offering  a  sense  of
p o s s i b i l i t y  a n d
community.
The  influence  of  the
Kake  comics  extends
far  beyond  the  pages
o f  u n d e r g r o u n d
magazines.  They have
inspired  countless
artists,  photographers,
and  filmmakers,  and
their  aesthetic  can be
seen  in  everything
f r o m  f a s h i o n
campaigns  to  music
videos. The leather and

uniform fetishism that
T o m  o f  F i n l a n d
p o p u l a r i z e d  h a s
become a staple of gay
subculture.  The  iconic
m u s t a c h e - a n d -
sunglasses  look  that
Kake often sports  has
b e e n  i m i t a t e d
countless  times.

Structure
and
Themes
of the
Complete
Collection
The  Complete  Kake
Comics,  as  compiled
and  pub l i shed  by
T a s c h e n  i n  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
v o l u m e ,  b r i n g s
together all of the Kake
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stories  in  one  place,
a l o n g  w i t h
s u p p l e m e n t a r y
m a t e r i a l  s u c h  a s
s k e t c h e s  a n d
commentary. The book
is a treasure trove for
fans and scholars alike,
offering  a  complete
overview of the series'
evolution.
The  collection  reveals
h o w  t h e  s e r i e s
developed  over  time.
The early episodes are
simpler  in  both  plot
a n d  e x e c u t i o n ,
f o c u s i n g  a l m o s t
exclusively  on  sexual
encounters.  As  the
series progressed, Tom
of  Finland  began  to
incorporate  more
elaborate  settings,
m o r e  c o m p l e x
interactions,  and even
elements of humor and
narrative. Some stories
feature  extended
sequences of dialogue,
while others are almost
entirely  wordless,

relying  on  the  visual
storytelling  to  convey
the action.
Recurring  themes  in
the  collection  include:

Authority and
Power: Kake
often interacts
with figures of
authority, such
as police officers,
military
personnel, and
bosses. These
dynamics are
used to explore
themes of
dominance and
submission, but
always within a
consensual and
playful context.
Uniform
Fetishism: Tom
of Finland had a
particular
fascination with
uniforms, and
Kake appears in
a variety of them
throughout the
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series. The
uniform
represents order,
discipline, and
masculine power,
all of which are
subverted and
eroticized in the
comics.
Brotherhood
and
Camaraderie:
Despite the
explicit sexual
content, there is
a strong
undercurrent of
friendship and
mutual respect in
the Kake stories.
The characters
are often shown
laughing, talking,
and engaging in
affection after
sex, reinforcing
the idea that
sexual intimacy
is a natural and
positive part of
human
connection.

Fantasy and
Escapism: The
world of Kake is
a utopia where
every desire is
fulfilled and no
one judges. This
makes the
comics a
powerful form of
escapism,
allowing readers
to temporarily
leave behind the
constraints of a
sometimes-
hostile real
world.

The
Importan
ce of
Preservat
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ion and
Celebrati

on
The publication of Tom
O f  F i n l a n d  T h e
C o m p l e t e  K a k e
C o m i c s  i s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  a c t  o f
preservation.  Tom  of
Finland passed away in
1991,  but  his  legacy
has only grown in the
decades  s ince  h is
death.  The  Tom  of
Finland  Foundation,
establ ished  by  his
friend  Durk  Dehner,
works  t irelessly  to
protect  and  promote
his work, as well as to
support  queer  erotic
art  more  broadly.
This collection ensures
that  the  Kake  comics
will be available to new
generations of readers.
It is a testament to the

enduring  power  of
Laaksonen's  vision.  In
a  world  where  queer
representation  is  still
evolving,  the  Kake
c o m i c s  r e m a i n  a
touchstone, a reminder
of  how  far  we  have
come  and  how  much
st i l l  remains  to  be
done.

Why This
Collection
Matters
Today
In an era of increasing
visibility  for  LGBTQ+
people,  one  might
w o n d e r  w h e t h e r
explicit  comics  from
the  1960s  and  1970s
are  still  relevant.  The
answer  is  a  definitive
yes.  The  Kake  comics
are not merely artifacts
of  a  bygone  era  but
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living  documents  that
continue to inspire and
resonate.
First,  they  offer  a
window into the history
of  gay  culture.  They
show  how  gay  men
imagined  themselves
and their  desires at  a
time when mainstream
society  offered  little
but prejudice. They are
a  record  of  resilience
and creativity.
Second,  they  remain
incredibly  erotic.  The
ar t i s t ry  o f  Tom  of
Finland is such that his
images  have  not  lost
their power to arouse.
The  fantasy  world  he
created is  still  vibrant
a n d  a p p e a l i n g ,  a
testament  to  his  skill
as  an  artist  and  his
deep understanding of
male sexuality.
Third, they serve as an
i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r
contemporary  queer
artists.  The  confidence

and  unapo loget ic
nature  of  the  Kake
comics  embo lden
c r e a t o r s  t o  p u s h
boundaries  and  to
represent queer desire
in  all  its  glory.  The
series  is  a  reminder
that  explicit  content
can  be  both  beautiful
and meaningful.
Finally, the collection is
a celebration of joy. In
a  wor ld  that  of ten
e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
struggles and traumas
of queer life, the Kake
comics offer something
p r e c i o u s :  p u r e ,
u n a d u l t e r a t e d
pleasure. They depict a
world where sex is fun,
connection is easy, and
everyone  gets  what
they  want.  That  is  a
fantasy  worth  holding
onto.
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A Note on
the
Collector'

s Edition
For those interested in
a c q u i r i n g  t h e
collection, the Taschen
edition is  the definitive
version.  It  features
h i g h - q u a l i t y
reproductions  of  the
original  artwork,  along
with  insightful  essays
that  provide  context
and analysis. The book
is  oversized,  allowing
readers  to  appreciate
the  deta i l s  o f  the
drawings in a way that
smaller publications do
not  permi t .  I t  i s  a
beautiful  object  in  its
own right, with a cover
that  immedia te ly
signals  the  contents
within.

T h i s  e d i t i o n  i s  a
testament to  the care
and respect with which
Taschen  treats  i ts
subjects.  It  is  not  a
cheap,  quick  cash-in
but  a  lovingly  crafted
volume that honors the
l e g a c y  o f  T o m  o f
Finland.  Whether  you
are a lifelong fan or a
curious newcomer, it is
an essential addition to
any library of erotic art
or queer culture.

Conclusio
n
Tom Of Finland The
C o m p l e t e  K a k e
Comics  is  far  more
than  a  collection  of
dirty  drawings.  It  is  a
landmark in the history
o f  e r o t i c  a r t ,  a
milestone  in  queer
representation,  and  a
joyful  celebration  of
male  desire.  Tom  of
Finland's  vision  of  a
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world  where  gay  men
could  be  powerful,
confident,  and
u n a s h a m e d  w a s
revolutionary  in  its
t ime  and  remains
inspiring  today.
The  Kake  comics  offer
a n  e s c a p e  i n t o  a
fantasy  world  where
everything  is  possible
and no one apologizes.
They  are  a  reminder
that  art  can  be  both
beautiful  and  erotic,

b o t h  p l a y f u l  a n d
profound.  For  anyone
in te res ted  i n  the
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f
sexuality,  art,  and
culture,  this  collection
is  an  indispensable
resource.  It  invites  us
to  see  desire  not  as
s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e
h i d d e n  b u t  a s
s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e
celebrated,  in  all  its
glorious,  unapologetic
form.


