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Titanic Passengers And Crew List

THE COMPLETE TITANIC PASSENGERS AND CREW
LIST: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE SHIP'S HUMAN STORY

The sinking of the RMS Titanic on April 15, 1912, remains one of
the most tragic and compelling maritime disasters in history.
While the ship's iceberg collision is well-documented, the human
element—the 2,240 passengers and crew aboard—forms the
emotional core of the story. The Titanic passengers and crew
list is more than a simple roster; it is a detailed record of social
class, ambition, duty, and survival. In this article, we explore the
composition of that list, the lives of those onboard, and how
modern researchers can access this invaluable historical
document.

UNDERSTANDING THE TITANIC MANIFEST: HOW THE
LIST WAS CREATED

The original Titanic passengers and crew list was compiled by
the White Star Line before the ship departed from Southampton
on April 10, 1912. The manifest recorded every person sailing,
divided by class and crew role. This document served legal and
logistical purposes: it tracked tickets, assigned cabins, and
accounted for supplies. After the sinking, the list became a
critical tool for identifying survivors and notifying families. Today,
multiple versions of the list exist, thanks to ongoing historical
research and digitization projects by organizations like
Encyclopedia Titanica and the National Archives of the United
Kingdom.

Why the List Matters Today

For historians, genealogists, and families, the Titanic
passengers and crew list is a primary source for
understanding the social stratification of the early 20th century. It
reveals who traveled in opulence, who sought a new life in
America, and who worked tirelessly behind the scenes. The list
also underscores the tragedy: of the 2,240 people onboard, only
about 706 survived. Each name represents a personal story—of
courage, loss, or miraculous escape.

FIRST CLASS PASSENGERS: WEALTH, CELEBRITIES,
AND TRAGEDY

The first-class passenger list reads like a Who's Who of Gilded
Age society. Wealthy industrialists, high-ranking politicians, and
socialites booked the most luxurious accommodations, which
included private promenades, gourmet dining, and lavish suites.
Among the most famous first-class passengers were:

e John Jacob Astor IV - the wealthiest person on the ship, a
businessman and inventor.

e Margaret "Molly" Brown - later known as "The
Unsinkable Molly Brown" for her efforts to help others in a
lifeboat.

e Isidor and Ida Straus - co-owners of Macy's department
store, who famously chose to stay together rather than
board a lifeboat.

e Benjamin Guggenheim - a mining magnate who donned
evening wear before the sinking, declaring, "We are

dressed in our best and are prepared to go down like
gentlemen."

e Sir Cosmo and Lady Duff-Gordon - a British fashion
designer and her husband, who faced controversy over
their lifeboat's capacity.

Out of 325 first-class passengers, approximately 200 survived—a
survival rate of about 62%. Their access to lifeboats and priority
treatment dramatically increased their odds. However, many
notable figures perished, including Astor, Straus, and
Guggenheim. The Titanic passengers and crew list shows
that wealth could not guarantee safety.

Second Class: The Middle
Class Voyagers

Second-class passengers on the Titanic represented the
burgeoning middle class of the early 1900s. Many were
educators, clergymen, merchants, and skilled tradespeople
traveling to America for work or leisure. The second-class
manifest often includes families with children, as well as single
women seeking new opportunities. Notable second-class
passengers include:

e Lawrence Beesley - a British schoolmaster who survived
and later wrote "The Loss of the S.S. Titanic," one of the
first firsthand accounts.

e Michel and Edmond Navratil - a French boy and his
younger brother, known as the "orphans of the Titanic,"
whose father died in the disaster.

e Reverend John Harper - a Baptist minister who gave his
lifeboat spot to others and perished.

Of 285 second-class passengers, only about 119 survived (42%).
This lower survival rate compared to first class was partly due to
lifeboat access restrictions and the location of second-class
cabins farther from the boat deck.

Third Class (Steerage): The
Immigrant Dream Cut Short

The largest group on the Titanic passengers and crew list was
third class, often called steerage. Over 700 passengers traveled
in this class, the majority being immigrants from lIreland,
Scandinavia, Eastern and Southern Europe. They were destined
for the United States and Canada, hoping to start a new life. The
third-class manifest includes names like:

e Anna Sofia Turja - a Finnish maid traveling to join her
sister in New York; she survived.

e Francisco Boulos - a Lebanese passenger traveling with
family; only one family member survived.

e Charles M. Swanson - a Swedish farmhand aiming to
work in the Midwest; he perished.

Third-class passengers faced the gravest obstacles. Many were
housed in the lower decks, often separated from the upper levels
by gates. Language barriers and a lack of clear instructions
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SURNMORS VE. FATALTHES  NUMBERSYyANDuUt 174 out of
709 third-class passengers survived (about 24%). The Titanic
passengers and crew list starkly illustrates the class-based
inequality of the era.

THE CREW LIST: UNSUNG HEROES AND HARD
WORKERS

The Titanic crew list comprises approximately 885 to 900
individuals, though numbers vary due to discrepancies in
historical records. The crew included officers, deckhands,
engineers, stokers, stewards, waiters, cooks, musicians, and a
postal clerk team. They were the backbone of the ship's
operations. The crew manifest can be broken into several key
groups:

Officers and Deck
Department

The seven officers—led by Captain Edward Smith, Chief Officer
Henry Wilde, First Officer William Murdoch, and Second Officer
Charles Lightoller—were responsible for navigation and safety.
Murdoch gave the order to turn the ship to avoid the iceberg.
Lightoller and Murdoch oversaw the port and starboard lifeboat
loading, with dramatically different interpretations of "women
and children first." Most officers survived, but Captain Smith went
down with the ship.

Engineering and Stokers

The "black gang," as the trimmers and stokers were called,
worked in hellish heat shoveling coal to keep the engines
running. They were largely invisible to passengers but performed
heroically after the collision. John Priest, a stoker, survived the
sinking—and later also survived the sinking of Britannic. Out of
325 engineers and firemen, only about 60 survived. Their
sacrifice ensured the ship retained power to operate lights and
wireless equipment for as long as possible.

Victualling and Service
Staff

Stewards, stewardesses, chefs, and waiters served passengers
with meticulous attention. The Titanic had a large restaurant
staff, including the famous chef Auguste Escoffier's protégés.
Among the crew, women in service roles had higher survival rates
due to being considered "women" under lifeboat protocols.
Notable crew members include Violet Jessop, a stewardess who
survived the Titanic, its sister ship Britannic, and the collision of
Olympic. She became known as "Miss Unsinkable."

The Orchestra and Postal
Clerks

The eight-member orchestra, led by Wallace Hartley, famously
played music to calm passengers during the evacuation. None
survived. Similarly, the five postal clerks (American and British)
worked to save mailbags until the very end, and all perished.
Their dedication is recorded in the Titanic crew list as a
testament to duty.

PATTERNS

The Titanic passengers and crew list allows for detailed
analysis of survival patterns. According to compiled data:

e Total onboard: ~2,240

e Survivors: ~706

o Fatalities: ~1,534

* Women and children: significantly higher survival rates,
especially in first and second class.

e Men: only about 20% survived, largely because of the
"women and children first" protocol.

e Third-class women and children: had lower survival
than first-class women, reflecting class discrimination in
lifeboat access.

e Crew: only about 24% of male crew survived, but over 70%
of female crew members (stewardesses) survived.

These statistics are grim reminders of the system's flaws. The list
also includes a small number of stowaways, some of whom
survived by blending in with passengers—though their names
remain uncertain.

ACCESSING THE TITANIC PASSENGERS AND CREW
LIST TODAY

Modern researchers, genealogists, and enthusiasts can access
comprehensive versions of the Titanic passengers and crew
list online. Key resources include:

1. Encyclopedia Titanica - a massive database with
biographies, ticket numbers, and survivor accounts for each
person.

2. National Archives (UK) - holds the original inquiry
documents and manifest copies.

3. FamilySearch and Ancestry.com - genealogical
platforms with searchable records linked to census data.

4. The Titanic Museum (Branson, MO, and Pigeon
Forge, TN) - exhibits including passenger artifacts and
crew stories.

5. Library of Congress (USA) - digital collections of survivor
interviews and crew logs.

Most lists are organized by class or crew role, and many include
additional metadata such as age, point of embarkation
(Southampton, Cherbourg, Queenstown), and cabin number. The
Titanic passengers and crew list is often updated as new
evidence emerges from wreck expeditions or family records.

THE LEGACY OF THE LIST: WHY WE STILL STUDY IT

More than a century later, the Titanic passengers and crew
list continues to captivate historians and the public alike. It
humanizes the tragedy, allowing us to put names to the statistics.
The list is also crucial for settlements of insurance claims, legal
disputes, and even the identification of human remains
discovered in the debris field.

Genealogical Importance

Thousands of people today can trace their ancestry to a Titanic
passenger or crew member. The manifest often includes the
passenger's intended destination and the family member they
were going to meet. This makes the list a vital genealogical
snapshot of immigration patterns in 1912. For example, many
third-class passengers listed addresses in New York, Chicago, or
Pennsylvania, giving modern families a starting point for
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research.

Cultural Memory

Films, books, and documentaries routinely draw from the Titanic
passengers and crew list to tell specific stories. The movie
"Titanic" (1997) included fictional characters but placed them
alongside real names like Rose DeWitt Bukater (inspired by real
passengers). Biographers often use the list to reconstruct the last
hours of those like Thomas Andrews, the ship's builder, or
Captain Smith.

CONCLUSION

The Titanic passengers and crew list is far more than a
bureaucratic artifact—it is a poignant record of human aspiration,
sacrifice, and tragedy. From millionaires in first class to
immigrants in steerage and the dedicated crew members who
served them, each name on that list represents a life forever
intertwined with one of history's most iconic disasters. By
exploring this list, we honor the memory of those who sailed,
survived, and perished. Whether you are researching family
history, studying social history, or simply curious about the
Titanic's human story, the passenger and crew manifest remains
an essential and endlessly fascinating resource.



