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If you have recently
applied for a driver’s
license, renewed your
identification card, or
updated your personal
information at the
Texas Department of
Public Safety (DPS),
you have likely walked
out of the office
holding a piece of
letter-sized paper. This
document, officially
known as the Texas

DPS Temporary Paper
ID, is your interim
proof of driving
privileges or
identification. It is a
critical document that
bridges the gap
between your visit to
the DPS and the arrival
of your permanent,
laminated card in the
mail. For many Texans,
this temporary paper
serves as their only
form of legal
identification for
several weeks.
Understanding its
purpose, limitations,
and proper usage is
essential to avoid
inconvenience or legal
complications. This
guide will walk you


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

through everything you
need to know about
the Texas DPS
Temporary Paper ID,
ensuring you are fully
prepared to navigate
the roads and daily life
while you wait for your
official credentials.

The Texas DPS
Temporary Paper ID is
more than just a
receipt; it is a legally
valid document that
verifies your identity
and, in the case of a
driver’'s license, your
authorization to
operate a motor
vehicle. However,
because it is a
temporary measure, it
comes with specific
rules and restrictions
that differ from vyour
permanent plastic
card. This article will
cover the issuance
process, the legal
standing of the paper
ID, how to use it for
activities like driving

and purchasing age-
restricted items, and
what to do if your
permanent card does
not arrive. By the end,
you will have a
thorough

understanding of this
interim document and
how to manage the
waiting period
effectively.

What
Exactly is
a Texas
DPS
Temporar
y Paper
ID?

A Texas DPS
Temporary Paper ID is
an official document
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printed at the DPS
office immediately
after you complete a
transaction. Whether
you are applying for

your  first  license,
renewing a
Commercial Driver’s
License (CDL), or

simply updating your
address on a standard
ID card, the process
almost always results
in the issuance of this
temporary document.
The DPS no longer
prints permanent,
plastic cards at the
counter. Instead, all
permanent credentials
are centralized,
produced at a secure
facility, and mailed to
your address on file.
The temporary paper
ID is your proof of
credential during the
production and mailing
window, which typically
takes two to three
weeks but can
occasionally take

longer.
The paper itself
contains vital

information. It includes
your full name, date of
birth, address, the type
of credential issued
(e.g., Driver License,
Commercial Driver
License, or Personal
Identification

Certificate), and the
expiration date of your
new credential.
Crucially, it features a
unique temporary
identification  number
or barcode, as well as
your temporary photo
printed directly on the
paper. This photograph
is taken at the DPS
office during your visit.
The document also
displays a clear
statement indicating
that it is a temporary
authorization and that
you must carry it while
operating a motor
vehicle until you
receive your



permanent card. It is
not a flimsy receipt; it
is a watermarked,
security-enhanced
piece of paper
designed to deter
counterfeiting and
fraud.

One of the most
important aspects of
the temporary paper ID
is its legal validity.
Under Texas
Transportation Code,
the temporary paper is
considered a valid
driver's license or
identification card from
the moment it is issued
until its stated
expiration date, which
is typically 45 days
from the date of
issuance, or until you
receive your
permanent card,
whichever comes first.
This means law
enforcement  officers
must accept it as proof
of a valid driver’s
license during a traffic

stop. However,
understanding its
limitations is just as
important as
understanding its
validity.

VALIDITY AND
LIMITATIONS:
WHERE You CAN
AND CANNOT USE IT

While the Texas DPS
Temporary Paper ID is
legally valid for driving
and identification
purposes in many
situations, it is not
accepted everywhere.
Its primary function is
to serve as a bridge
credential for
interactions with law
enforcement and for
basic identification
needs. However,
private businesses and
federal agencies have
their own policies
regarding the
acceptance of
temporary paper
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documents. This is the
most common source
of confusion and
frustration for Texans.

Where it is generally
accepted:

e Law
Enforcement:
The Department
of Public Safety
itself, as well as
local police and
sheriff’s
departments, are
required to honor
the temporary
paper ID as proof
of a valid driver’s
license. If you
are pulled over,
presenting your
temporary paper
ID is sufficient to
show you are
legally licensed.

e Voting: In most
cases, a Texas
DPS Temporary
Paper ID is an
acceptable form
of identification

for voting at the
polls. Voter ID
laws vary, but a
temporary ID
from DPS is
generally
recognized as a
valid photo ID for
casting a ballot.
It is always wise
to bring a backup
form of ID if you
are concerned,
but the paper ID
should suffice.
Age
Verification (at
some
locations):
Some
establishments,
such as bars or
liquor stores,
may accept the
temporary paper
ID as proof of
age. However,
many will not.
Because the
document is
paper and can be
easily altered



compared to a
plastic card,
some businesses
have a strict
policy against
accepting it. It is
highly
recommended to
use a passport or
a permanent ID
card from
another state if
you have one for
age-restricted
purchases.

Where it is often
NOT accepted:

e Air Travel
(TSA): The
Transportation
Security
Administration
(TSA) has very
specific rules.
They generally
do not accept a
Texas DPS
Temporary Paper
ID as a stand-
alone form of
identification for

air travel. TSA
agents are
trained to accept
photo IDs, and a
paper document
with a printed
photo does not
meet their
security
standards. If you
are flying, you
will need to bring
a valid passport,
a permanent ID
card from
another state, or
a Global Entry
card. If you have
no other
acceptable ID,
you may be
subject to
additional
identity
verification
procedures,
which can add
significant time
to your airport
experience.
Federal
Buildings and
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Military Bases:
Access to federal
buildings,
military
installations, and
other high-
security
government
facilities typically
requires a
permanent,
tamper-resistant
form of
identification. A
paper ID will
almost always be
rejected.
Banking and
Financial
Transactions:
Most banks and
credit unions will
not accept a
temporary paper
ID to open a new
account, cash a
check, or
conduct
notarized
transactions.
They require a
permanent,

government-
issued photo ID.
e Renting a Car
or Hotel: Many
car rental
agencies and
hotels are
private
businesses and
have strict
policies requiring
a permanent
driver’s license
or credit card.
They often
decline
temporary paper
IDs due to fraud
concerns.

THE PROCESS: How
TO GET YOUR
TEMPORARY PAPER
ID AND WHAT
CoMESs NEXT

Getting your Texas DPS

Temporary Paper ID is
an automatic part of a

successful DPS
transaction. When you
schedule an



appointment at a DPS
office, bring all
required
documentation (proof
of identity, residency,
and legal presence, as
well as any additional
paperwork for CDL or
motorcycle
endorsements). After
your application is
processed, your vision
test is completed, and
you pass any required
written or driving
exams, the DPS agent
will print your
temporary paper ID on
the spot. You will sign
it, and the agent will
typically instruct you to
keep it with you at all
times. The fee you paid
includes the cost of
both the temporary
and permanent card.
Expect the permanent
card to arrive in the
mail in a plain,
unmarked envelope.
You should not receive
a separate notification;

it simply shows up in
your mailbox.

During the waiting
period, you should:

1. Carry the
Paper
Carefully: Keep
your temporary
ID in a safe
place, such as
inside a folder in
your glove
compartment or
a protective
sleeve in your
wallet. It is
paper, so it can
tear, get wet, or
fade. Make a
photocopy of it
for your records.

2. Monitor Your
Mailbox: Check
your mail daily.
The permanent
card is sent
through standard
first-class mail,
which is not
trackable. If you
live in an area
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with mail theft,
consider having
your mail held at
the post office or
delivered to a
secure location.
3. Know the
Timeline: The
standard
processing and
mailing time is 2
to 3 weeks from
the date of your
DPS visit.
However, during
peak seasons
(summer,
holidays), or if
there are data
entry errors, it
cantake4to 6
weeks. The
temporary paper
ID is valid for 45
days, so you
have a
comfortable
window.

WHAT 10 DO IF

YOouR PERMANENT
CARrRD DOESs Not
ARRIVE

One of the most
stressful scenarios is
when the temporary
paper ID expires or
becomes worn out, but
the permanent card
has not arrived. Before
you panic, understand
that this happens more
often than you might
think. The first step is
to check the mail
thoroughly. Sometimes
the envelope is very
plain and may look like
junk mail. Open
everything that comes
from an official-looking
return address in
Austin, Texas.

If you are certain the
card has not arrived
after 4 to 5 weeks, you
need to contact the
Texas DPS. Do not
simply walk into a DPS
office  expecting a
replacement



temporary. The
process is different.
You will need to call
the DPS Customer
Service line or use the
online portal. You can
request a status check
on your credential. If
the card was returned
to the DPS as
undeliverable, or if it
was lost in the mail,
you will need to pay a
fee for a replacement
card. Unfortunately,
the temporary paper ID
is not renewable. If it
expires and you still do
not have your
permanent card, you
cannot renew the
temporary. You will
need to apply for a
replacement

credential, which will
likely require another
trip to the DPS office
and another fee. To
avoid this, ensure your
address on file with
DPS is absolutely
correct before you

10

leave the office.
Double-check the
printed temporary ID
for errors before you
walk out the door.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR
LIVING WITH A
TEMPORARY PAPER
ID

Living with a Texas
DPS Temporary Paper
ID requires a bit of
foresight. Since it is not
accepted in many high-
stakes situations, you
need to plan ahead. If
you know you have an
upcoming flight, do not
schedule your DPS
appointment for the
week before. Get your
renewal or new license
well in advance of any
travel. Similarly, if you
plan to purchase
alcohol or tobacco,
have an alternative ID
ready, such as a valid
passport or military ID.

Another critical tip is to

10
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protect the document.
The paper is not
waterproof. Spilling a
drink on it, leaving it in
a hot car, or folding it
aggressively can
render it illegible. A
photocopy is not a
valid substitute for the
original. If your
temporary ID s
destroyed, you are
technically driving
without a valid license
until you get a
replacement. Place it in
a clear protective
sleeve or a plastic
badge holder to keep it
safe. Also, never punch
a hole in it or laminate
it. Lamination can
damage the security
features and may
make the document
invalid. The DPS
specifically advises
against tampering with
the paper in any way.

Finally, understand

your rights during a
traffic stop. If an officer
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asks for your license
and you present a
temporary paper ID,
they will inspect it. It is
a valid document.
However, because
some officers are less
familiar with the paper
format, remain patient.
The temporary ID has a
barcode and a
temporary number that
the officer can use to
verify your status in
the DPS database. If
the officer questions its
validity, you can
politely explain that it
is a temporary
authorization issued by
DPS and that your
permanent card is in
the mail. Always keep
the temporary ID with
the information side
facing forward so the
officer can easily read
it.

CoMMON MYTHS



ABOUT THE TEXAS

all. This is also false; it

DPS TeEmpoRARSXPlicitly valid by

PAPER ID

There are many
misconceptions about
the temporary paper
ID. One common myth
is that you can use it to
travel internationally.
This is false. It is not a
passport and will not
be accepted for
international border
crossings. Another
myth is that it is not a
valid driver's license at

Texas law for operating
a vehicle. A third myth
is that you must wait
for the permanent card
before you can drive.
This is incorrect; the
temporary paper ID is
your license to drive
during the interim
period. However, it is
crucial to remember
that if your temporary
ID is lost, stolen, or
expired, you are no
longer legally licensed
to drive.

12 Texas Dps Temporary Paper Id 2024-05-02



