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For guitarists who love
the ethereal,
meditative side of
music, few songs
capture the
imagination quite like
"Across the Universe"
by The Beatles. Its
floating melody, poetic
lyrics, and gentle
acoustic arrangement
make it a timeless
piece. Whether you are
a beginner looking for
your first fingerpicking
challenge or an

experienced player
seeking to add a new
texture to your
repertoire, the Across
The Universe Guitar
Tab offers a doorway
into one of the most
beautiful songs ever
written. In this guide,
we will explore
everything you need to
know about playing
this song on guitar,
from chord shapes and
strumming patterns to
tips for capturing the
song's unique mood.
Let your mind slide into
the cosmic flow of this
unforgettable tune.


https://www.everybodystreet.com/
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Written primarily by
John Lennon with
contributions from Paul
McCartney, "Across
The Universe" was first
released in 1969 on
the charity album No
One’s Gonna Change
Our World, and later
appeared on Let It Be.
The song is known for
its mantra-like
repetition of the line
"Jai Guru Deva Om"
and its swirling,
dreamy soundscape.
For guitarists, the song
presents a wonderful

opportunity to practice
fingerpicking, chord
transitions, and
mic control. The
Across The Universe
Tab typically
combination of

and

sense of
through space.

floating

One reason guitarists
keep returning to this
piece is its
accessibility. You do
not need advanced
techniques like
lightning-fast solos or
barre chords to create
a beautiful
performance. Instead,
the magic lies in the
subtle interplay
between the picking
hand and the fretting
hand. Understanding
the basic structure of
the song is the first
step toward mastering
the tab.
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Understa
nding the
Chord
Progressi
on

Before diving into a
specific Across The
Universe Guitar Tab,
it helps to know the
underlying chords. The
song is most commonly
played in the key of D
major, though some
versions use a capo or
alternative tunings.
The core progression
revolves around these
chords:

e D - (xx0232)

e G-(320003)

e Asus4 -
(x02230)

e A-(x02220)

e Bm - (x24432)

e F#m - (244222)
e Em - (022000)

Many tabs simplify the
F#m to a partial barre
or even an open
position F#m7 for
easier fingering. The
verses follow a gentle
pattern: D - G - Asus4
- A, while the chorus
moves through Bm,
F#m, G, and A. The
bridge introduces a
more dramatic shift
with Em and A chords.
The beauty of the
Across The Universe
Guitar Tab is that it
uses these chords in a
way that feels natural

and flowing, almost
like the <chords
themselves are
breathing.

Fingerpic
king the



Song: The

Heart e

the Tab

While you can strum
"Across The Universe"
with a pick, the most
rewarding approach is
fingerpicking. The
standard arrangement
in most Across The
Universe Guitar Tab
resources uses a rolling
arpeggio pattern.
Typically, the thumb
plays the bass note
(root or fifth of the
chord), followed by the
index, middle, and ring

fingers plucking the
higher strings in a
sequence. For

example, on a D chord
you might pick: D
string (thumb), G string
(index), B string
(middle), high E string
(ring). The pattern
repeats, but variations

introduce the A and D
strings for color.

A key challenge in the
is maintaining a
steady tempo while
moving between
chords. The song has a
slow, waltz-like feel (in
6/8 or 3/4 time), so the
picking pattern should
flow smoothly without
rushing. Many online
Across The Universe
Guitar Tab versions
include numbers
indicating which finger
to use: p (thumb), i
(index), m (middle), a
(ring). Pay close
attention to these
markings, as they help
develop proper
fingerstyle technique.

If you are new to
fingerpicking, start by
practicing the pattern
on one chord until it
feels natural. Then add
chord changes. The
trick is to keep the
bass notes clean and
the melody notes
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singing on top. The
song’s melody lies
partly in the treble
strings, so the tab
often highlights those
notes. Listening to the
original recording can
help you hear which
notes to emphasize.

Different
Versions
and Tabs

You may encounter
multiple versions of the
Across The Universe
Guitar Tab online. The
most common are:

1. Simplified
Beginner Tab:
Uses basic open
chords and a
simple down-up
strum. Great for
those who have
not yet
developed
fingerpicking

skills.

. Classic

Fingerstyle
Tab: Based on
the Beatles’
recording,
includes intricate
arpeggios and
occasional bass
runs. This is the
most satisfying
for intermediate
players.

. Fiona Apple’s

Cover Tab:
From the
Pleasantville
soundtrack, this
version is slower,
more sparse, and
uses a slightly
different chord
voicing that
emphasizes the
emotional
weight.

. Solo Guitar

Arrangement:
Some advanced
tabs combine
melody and
harmony in a



single guitar
arrangement,
often using a
capo on the 5th
fret to match the
original key more
closely.

When searching
for a tab,
remember that
"Across The
Universe Guitar
Tab" can yield
hundreds of
results, from
user-generated
tabs on websites
like Ultimate
Guitar to
professionally
transcribed
books. Always try
a few different
sources to find
the arrangement
that feels best
for your skill
level.

Tips for
Learnin
g the
Tab
Effecti
vely

Learning a new
tab can be
frustrating, but
"Across The
Universe"
rewards
patience. Here
are some
practical tips to
make the
process
smoother:

e Listen to
the song
repeatedI
y.
Internalize
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the rhythm
and the
vocal
melody
before you
touch the
guitar. This
will help
you
understand
where the
tab is
leading.
Use a
metronom
e. Setitto
a slow
tempo,
around
60-70 BPM
in 3/4. Play
the chord
changes on
the beat,
even if
your
fingerpicki
ng is not
perfect.
Break the
tab into
sections.

Work on
the verse
pattern for
a day, then
the chorus,
then the
bridge. Do
not try to
play the
whole song
at once.
Record
yourself.
Compare
your
version to
the
original.
You will
hear which
notes are
being
missed or
which
transitions
are clunky.
Experime
nt with
dynamics.
The song
builds from
a soft,



intimate
whisper to
a fuller
sound in
the chorus.
Use lighter
touch in
the verses
and
gradually
increase
volume.
Another
important aspect
is the use of the
capo. Many
Across The
Universe Guitar
Tab versions
suggest placing a
capo on the 5th
fret, then playing
chords like G, C,
and D (which
sound as C, F,
and G). This
brings the guitar
into the same
register as John
Lennon’s original
recording. If you
want to play

along with the
track, a capo is
essential.

However, you
can also play it
without a capo in
open position -
the chords will
just sound lower.

Comm
on
Mistak
es and
How to
Avoid
Them

Even

experienced
guitarists can
stumble on
certain parts of
the Across The
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Universe Guitar whole
Tab. Here are a piece feels
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the bass is empty
inconsisten space. Let

t, the the chords



breathe.
If you find a
specific bar or
phrase difficult,
isolate it and
practice it slowly
with a
metronome.
Gradually
increase the
speed until it
matches the
song. Patience is
the key to
mastering any
tab, and this
song is no
exception.

Explori
ng
Alterna
te
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Tuning
s and
Advanc
ed
Techni
ques

For those who
want to go
beyond the
standard Across
The Universe
Guitar Tab,
consider
exploring
alternate
tunings.

Lennon

sometimes

played in open D
or dropped D
tuning, which
gives the chord
voicings a richer,
more resonant

John
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quality. In open
D tuning (DAD
F# A D), the
song becomes
even more
ethereal because
you can use
slide-like chord

shapes. There
are advanced
tabs that

incorporate

hammer-ons and
pull-offs to mimic
the vocal
melody. While
these are not
essential, they
can add a new
dimension to

your
performance.
Another
advanced
technique is to
combine the
guitar part with a
simple

fingerpicked bass
line that walks
between chords.
Some tabs show

11

a hybrid
approach where
the thumb plays
a melodic bass
pattern while the
fingers maintain
the arpeggio.
This is
challenging but
incredibly
rewarding, as it
creates a fuller
sound that
almost mimics a
two-guitar
arrangement.

Where
to Find
Reliabl
e

ACross



The

Univer

Se

Guitar
Tab
Source

S

Because the
song is so
popular, many
websites offer
free tabs.
However, quality
varies. Look for
tabs that have
been rated highly
by other users,
or that include
both standard
notation and
tablature. Some
trusted sources

include:
e Ultimate

Guitar -
has dozens
of user-
submitted
versions.
Filter by
rating and
difficulty.
Songsterr
- offers
interactive
tabs with
playback,
which
helps with
timing.
GuitarTab
s.com-a
classic
repository
with many
variations.

e YouTube

tutorials -
not tab per
se, but
many
instructors
provide on-
screen
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tabs.

If you prefer a
more
authoritative
source, Hal
Leonard has
published official
Beatles guitar
tab books that
include "Across
The Universe".
These are
meticulously
transcribed and
often include
both guitar and
vocal parts.
While not free,
they are a
worthwhile
investment for
serious players.

CONCLUSION

The Across The
Universe Guitar
Tab is more than
just a set of
instructions—it is
a invitation to
enter a world of
gentle, floating

13

melody and
profound

lyricism. Whether
you are a
beginner

learning your
first fingerstyle
pattern or an
advanced

guitarist looking
to refine your
dynamic control,
this song offers
endless room for
growth and
personal

expression. By
understanding
the chord
progression,
mastering the
arpeggio

patterns, and
practicing with
patience, you
can bring this
timeless Beatles
classic to life on
your own guitar.
Let the music
flow across the
universe of your
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strings, and world except
remember: your own
nothing’s gonna dedication to the
change vyour art of playing.
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