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DISCOVERING THE TIME WARNER
CINCINNATI CHANNEL GUIDE:
YOUR COMPLETE VIEWING
COMPANION

For decades, Time Warner Cable was the
dominant  provider  of  television  and
internet  services  in  Cincinnati,  offering
residents a broad range of programming
from local news and sports to premium
entertainment.  Even  though the  brand
has since been acquired by Spectrum,
many  households  still  refer  to  their
channel  lineup  as  the  Time  Warner
Cincinnati  channel  guide.  Whether  you
are a long-time subscriber using legacy
equipment  or  a  new  Spectrum  user
trying to locate your favorite channels,
understanding  the  structure  of  the
former Time Warner lineup in the Queen
City is essential. This guide breaks down
everything you need to know about the
Time Warner  Cincinnati  channel  guide,
including key channel numbers, popular
categories,  sports  options,  and  tips  to
navigate your remote like a pro. We will
focus on the classic channel assignments
that  many  Cincinnati  viewers  have
memorized,  while  also  acknowledging
the  transition  to  Spectrum’s  updated
numbering system. Read on to become
an  expert  on  your  local  television
options.

UNDERSTANDING THE TIME
WARNER CINCINNATI CHANNEL
GUIDE

A Brief History of
Cable in
Cincinnati
The  Time  Warner  Cincinnati  channel
guide  dates  back  to  a  time when the
company was the primary cable provider
for  most  of  Hamilton  County  and
surrounding areas.  Local  programming,
such  as  ABC,  CBS,  NBC,  and  Fox
affiliates,  were  assigned  easily
remembered  two-digit  numbers,  while
specialty channels like ESPN, CNN, and
Discovery  occupied  the  20s,  30s,  and
40s.  After  Charter  Communications
merged with Time Warner Cable in 2016,
the  brand  slowly  shifted  to  Spectrum.
However, many customers still have the
familiar  channel  map  stored  in  their
cable  boxes  or  their  memory.  Even
today,  Spectrum  offers  a  “legacy”
channel  lineup option  that  mirrors  the
old  Time  Warner  Cincinnati  channel
guide for those who prefer consistency.

How the Guide Is
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Organized
Classic Time Warner guides in Cincinnati
grouped  channels  by  category.  Lower
numbers (2 through 19) usually carried
local  broadcast  stations  and  public
access. The 20s and 30s featured basic
cable  networks  like  TBS,  TNT,  USA
Network,  and  local  sports  coverage.
Premium  channels  such  as  HBO,
Showtime, and Cinemax were found in
the  200s  or  higher.  The  digital  tier
occupied numbers above 100, including
HD  versions  of  popular  networks.
Understanding  this  layout  helps  you
quickly locate content whether you are
browsing through a printed guide, an on-
screen menu, or the Spectrum app that
replaced  the  old  Time  Warner  guide
interface.

KEY CHANNEL CATEGORIES AND
HIGHLIGHTS

Local Broadcast
Stations
Cincinnati viewers rely on local channels
for news, syndicated shows, and major
network programming. In the traditional
Time Warner  Cincinnati  channel  guide,
the following numbers were standard:

Channel 5 (WLWT) – NBC
affiliate
Channel 9 (WCPO) – ABC affiliate
Channel 12 (WKRC) – CBS
affiliate
Channel 19 (WXIX) – Fox affiliate
Channel 14 (WCET) – PBS
Channel 25 (WSTR) –
MyNetworkTV/CW

These  channels  were  always  the

backbone of the lineup and remain easily
accessible  even  after  the  Spectrum
transition.

News and
Weather
Cincinnati is a news-hungry market, and
Time  Warner  provided  dedicated
channels  for  local  updates.  Spectrum
News 1  (formerly  Time Warner  Cable
News)  appeared  on  channel  1  or  9
depending on the package. For national
news,  CNN  (channel  26),  Fox  News
(channel 28), and MSNBC (channel 30)
were  standard  in  basic  tier  packages.
The Weather Channel occupied channel
32, though many viewers preferred local
radar on the interactive guide.

Entertainment
and Lifestyle
The core of the Time Warner Cincinnati
channel guide revolved around general
entertainment  networks.  Popular
channels  included:

Channel 2 (WEWS) – sometimes
available from Cleveland but
replaced by local HD feeds
Channel 17 (TBS) – classic
sitcoms and movies
Channel 18 (TNT) – dramas and
basketball
Channel 22 (USA Network) –
original series and WWE
Channel 24 (FX) – edgy
programming
Channel 27 (Comedy Central) –
stand-up and south park
Channel 29 (Discovery
Channel) – non-fiction and
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adventure
Channel 31 (TLC) – reality and
lifestyle
Channel 33 (A&E) – true crime
and documentaries

These  numbers  may  vary  slightly
depending  on  whether  you  had  basic,
expanded basic, or digital packages.

NAVIGATING YOUR CHANNEL
LINEUP

Using the On-
Screen Guide
The  Time  Warner  Cincinnati  channel
guide  on  your  television  screen  was
accessible  by  pressing  the  “Guide”
button on your remote. This interactive
menu allowed you to scroll  through all
channels  in  real  time,  see  program
descriptions,  and  search  by  genre.
Today,  Spectrum’s guide has a  similar
feel but with a different color scheme. If
you miss the old interface, you can still
use  the  channel  up/down  features  to
browse  sequentially.  For  HD  channels,
simply add a prefix (often 700 or 800) to
the standard number. For example, ESPN
HD was channel 727, while Fox Sports
Ohio HD was channel 732.

Printed Lineup
Cards
For  years,  Time Warner  mailed tri-fold
channel  lineup  cards  to  Cincinnati
customers.  These  cards  listed  every
channel number by category. If you kept
an  old  card  from  2015  or  2016,  it
remains  largely  accurate  for  basic
service, though Spectrum has changed a

few numbers. You can also download a
PDF version from the Spectrum website
under “Channel Lineup” – simply input
your  Cincinnati  ZIP  code  to  see  the
current  iteration  of  the  legacy  Time
Warner Cincinnati channel guide.

POPULAR CHANNELS AND THEIR
NUMBERS

Below is a summarized list of frequently
searched  channels  from  the  Time
Warner Cincinnati channel guide. Please
note  that  these  are  the  c lass ic
assignments; your current Spectrum box
may have updated numbers.

ESPN: Channel 26 (SD), Channel
726 (HD)
Fox Sports Ohio: Channel 30
(SD), Channel 730 (HD)
HBO: Channel 200 (SD) – multiple
HBO channels in 200-210 range
Showtime: Channel 215 (SD)
Cinemax: Channel 230 (SD)
Disney Channel: Channel 40
(SD), Channel 740 (HD)
Nickelodeon: Channel 41 (SD)
Cartoon Network: Channel 43
(SD)
HGTV: Channel 45 (SD)
Food Network: Channel 46 (SD)
Bravo: Channel 50 (SD)
AMC: Channel 55 (SD)
History Channel: Channel 57
(SD)
National Geographic: Channel
59 (SD)
PBS Kids: Channel 14 or 101
depending on package

For  sports  fans,  the  Time  Warner
Cincinnati  channel  guide  also  offered
college  sports  networks  like  ESPNU
(channel  38)  and  Big  Ten  Network
(channel  35).  The  NFL  Network  was
typically  on  channel  34,  and  MLB
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Network  on  channel  36.

PACKAGES AND CUSTOMIZATION

Basic, Expanded
Basic, and Digital
Tiers
Time  Warner  offered  three  primary
levels of service in Cincinnati. The Basic
Tier included local broadcast channels,
public access, and a few cable networks
like CNN and TBS. The Expanded Basic
Tier  added  popular  entertainment,
news,  sports,  and  kids’  channels.  The
Digital  Tier  unlocked  HD  versions,
premium channels, music stations, and
on-demand  content.  Most  households
subscribed  to  Expanded  Basic  plus  a
digital  upgrade.  The  Time  Warner
Cincinnati channel guide gave each tier
its own range of numbers, but the core
channels (2-60) were common across all
packages.

Add-On Packs
You  could  customize  your  lineup  with
“Sports  Pass”  (NFL  RedZone,  NHL
Network, Fox Soccer Plus), “Movie Pass”
(more  premium  movie  channels),  or
“International  Pass”  (foreign  language
channels).  These  added  channels
appeared  in  the  300,  400,  and  500
ranges respectively. The guide still listed
them under the main channel  list,  but
w i th  a  l ock  i con  i f  you  had  no t
subscribed.

SPORTS PROGRAMMING IN
CINCINNATI

Local Teams
Coverage
Cincinnati is passionate about its sports
teams.  The  Time  Warner  Cincinnati
channel  guide  gave  priority  to  Fox
Sports Ohio (now Bally Sports Ohio) for
Reds baseball and Cavaliers/Blue Jackets
coverage. For Bengals NFL games, the
main networks (CBS, Fox, NBC) handled
the majority of broadcasts. Thursday and
Sunday night  games appeared on NFL
Network (channel 34) or ESPN (channel
26). College sports, especially University
o f  C inc innat i  Bearcats ,  Xav ier
Musketeers,  and  Ohio  State  Buckeyes,
were  widely  available  on  ESPN,  Fox
Sports  Ohio,  and  local  over-the-air
stations.

HD Sports
Viewing
Sports  looked  best  in  high  definition.  In
the  legacy  Time  Warner  Cincinnati
channel guide, HD sports channels were
often found in the 700s.  For  example,
Fox Sports  Ohio HD was channel  730,
ESPN HD was 726, and NFL Network HD
was 734. If you had a digital box, you
could set your guide to show only HD
channels to avoid duplicates.

HIGH-DEFINITION AND ON-
DEMAND

HD Channel
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Ranges Time Warner rolled out HD channels in
the early 2010s


