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How To Make A Music Resume

INTRODUCTION: WHY YOUR MUSIC RESUME NEEDS A
DIFFERENT APPROACH

The music industry thrives on talent, but talent alone rarely
opens doors. Whether you are a session guitarist, a touring
drummer, a classically trained vocalist, or a producer seeking
studio work, one document often determines whether you land
the gig: your music resume. Unlike corporate resumes that
emphasize generic skills and tenure, a music resume must
showcase your artistic versatility, technical proficiency,
performance history, and industry connections. Creating one that
stands out requires more than listing dates and venues—it
demands a strategic blend of storytelling, formatting, and
keyword optimization. If you have been wondering how to make
a music resume that captures the attention of bandleaders,
booking agents, music directors, or hiring managers, this guide
will walk you through every essential step. From choosing the
right format to highlighting your most impressive credits, you will
learn to craft a document that sounds as compelling as your
music.

THE CORE ELEMENTS OF A PROFESSIONAL MUSIC
RESUME

Before diving into layout specifics, it is important to understand
that a music resume is a hybrid document. It combines the clean
structure of a traditional resume with the creative flair of a
portfolio. The key is to present your experience in a way that is
immediately scannable yet deeply informative. Every section
must serve a purpose: to prove that you can deliver under
pressure, collaborate effectively, and bring a unique musical
voice to the table.

Contact Information and
Personal Branding

Start with the basics: full name, phone number, email address,
city and state, and links to your professional online presence. In
the music world, that includes your personal website,
SoundCloud, YouTube channel, Spotify artist page, or Bandcamp.
If you have a professional social media handle (e.g., Instagram or
TikTok) where you regularly post performance clips, include that
as well. Make sure these links are clickable and lead to clean, up-
to-date content. Avoid cluttered URLs; instead, use short,
branded links when possible. This is your first opportunity to show
you are a serious professional.

Professional Summary or
Objective

A two- to three-sentence summary at the top of your resume can
set the tone. For example: “Versatile jazz pianist with eight years
of experience in live performance, studio recording, and music
education. Adept at sight-reading complex charts, improvisation,
and collaborating with ensembles of all sizes. Seeking a full-time

position with a progressive contemporary jazz group.” Tailor this
summary to the specific job or opportunity. A well-written
summary helps answer the question of how to make a music
resume that immediately resonates with a busy music director.

STRUCTURING YOUR MUSIC EXPERIENCE: THE RIGHT
WAY

Experience on a music resume is not just a list of jobs. It is a
narrative of your artistic journey. Because many musicians work
freelance or hold multiple concurrent roles, you need a flexible
format that captures both depth and breadth. There are three
main ways to structure this section: chronological, functional, or
hybrid. For most musicians, a hybrid approach works
best—emphasizing relevant gigs, tours, and studio projects while
grouping related work under clear headings.

Performance and Touring
History

List your most impressive performance credits first. Include the
name of the artist or group, your role (e.qg., lead guitarist, backing
vocalist, percussionist), the venues or tours, and the years. For
example: “Lead Guitarist, The Amplified Echoes, Summer Tour
2023—Performed 25 shows across 12 states, including The Roxy
(Los Angeles) and Mercury Lounge (New York).” If you have
notable festival appearances (e.g., Coachella, Bonnaroo,
Montreux Jazz Festival), highlight those prominently. Music
directors often scan for high-profile gigs as a proxy for reliability
and stage presence.

Studio Recording and
Session Work

Studios want to know you can deliver in a controlled
environment. List recording sessions, album credits, and any
work with producers or engineers. Include the project name, your
instrument or role, the studio name (if notable), and the release
date. For instance: “Session Cellist, ‘Midnight Reverie’ by Luna
Vega—Recorded string arrangements at Abbey Road Studios,
London, released June 2024.” If you have worked on
commercials, film scores, or video game soundtracks, those are
especially valuable because they show adaptability to tight
deadlines and diverse genres.

Teaching and Educational
Experience

If you have taught private lessons, led workshops, or served as
an artist-in-residence, include that information. Teaching
demonstrates communication skills, patience, and depth of
knowledge. List the institution or organization, your role, and any
notable outcomes (e.g., “Developed a curriculum for an after-
school jazz program that resulted in a 95% retention rate”). Many
music jobs, especially in education or community outreach, highly
value teaching experience.


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

TECHNICAL SKILLS AND REPERTOIRE

This section is crucial for demonstrating your versatility. Divide it
into subcategories such as:

¢ Instruments: List your primary instrument(s) and
proficiency levels (e.g., flute—advanced,
piano—intermediate, vocals—professional)

e Genres: Mention the styles you are comfortable with
(classical, jazz, rock, pop, electronic, world music, etc.)

e Software and Gear: Include DAWSs (Pro Tools, Logic Pro,
Ableton Live), notation software (Finale, Sibelius), and any
specialized hardware (MIDI controllers, outboard gear)

e Languages and Notation: Are you fluent in reading
standard notation? Can you transpose on sight? Do you
read lead sheets, Nashville numbers, or guitar tab? Be
specific.

When you are learning how to make a music resume that
passes applicant tracking systems, keyword placement matters.
Use the exact terms that employers and bandleaders might
search for, such as “improvisation,” “arranging,” “transcription,*
or “live looping.”

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

Include formal degrees (BM, MM, DMA) and the institution, but do
not overlook non-degree credentials. Certifications in music
production, teaching licenses, or workshops with renowned artists
can be just as impactful. If you studied under a famous
pedagogue or attended a prestigious summer program (e.qg.,
Berklee Global Jazz Institute, Aspen Music Festival), mention it.
Education on a music resume also serves as a signal of
theoretical knowledge and discipline.

SPECIAL SECTIONS: AWARDS, ENDORSEMENTS, AND
MEDIA

If you have won competitions, received grants, or been endorsed
by gear companies, create a separate section titled “Awards &
Recognition” or “Endorsements.” A short bullet list works well:
“Winner, 2023 John Lennon Songwriting Contest (Jazz Category)”
or “Endorsing Artist, D’'Addario Strings since 2021.” Media
appearances, radio interviews, and press mentions also add
credibility. Consider a line like “Featured artist on NPR’s ‘Tiny
Desk Concert’ (2024).”

FORMATTING TIPS FOR A MUSIC RESUME

Now that you know what to include, let us talk about
presentation. A poorly formatted resume can undermine even the
most impressive credits. Follow these guidelines:

* Keep it to one page: Unless you have 15+ years of
continuous professional work, one page is sufficient. Music
directors rarely read beyond the first page.

e Use a clean, legible font: Avoid script fonts or anything
overly decorative. Stick to Arial, Helvetica, Calibri, or
Garamond. Font size 10-12 for body text, slightly larger for
headings.

e Use bullet points, not paragraphs: Bullet points
improve scannability. Start each bullet with a strong action
verb (e.g., performed, recorded, arranged, taught,
composed).

¢ Include white space: Do not cram text. Margins of at
least 0.5 inches on all sides, and line spacing of 1.15 to 1.5.

e Save as PDF: Always send your music resume as a PDF
unless requested otherwise. This preserves your formatting

across devices.

TAILORING YOUR MUSIC RESUME FOR DIFFERENT
OPPORTUNITIES

One of the biggest mistakes musicians make is sending the same
resume to every gig. A classical orchestra will look for different
keywords than a pop band looking for a backing vocalist. When
you are refining your approach to how to make a music
resume, learn to customize. For a symphony orchestra audition,
emphasize your concerto competitions, ensemble experience,
and sight-reading abilities. For a cruise ship gig, highlight your
stamina, ability to play multiple genres, and experience with
large repertoires. For a studio session call, put recording credits
and technical skills first. Use the job description as your guide: if
they mention “tour-ready,” include a bullet about your touring
availability and recent travel experience.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even talented musicians can undermine their chances with a few
missteps. Watch out for these pitfalls:

e Too much jargon: While industry terms are fine, avoid
obscure references that only a few people would
understand. Keep it accessible.

¢ Including irrelevant hobbies: Your love for hiking or
cooking does not belong here unless it directly supports
your music career (e.qg., if you are applying for a nature-
themed festival residency).

e Lying or exaggerating: Do not claim you played at a
prestigious venue if you only attended the afterparty. The
music world is small, and credibility is everything.

* Ignoring online presence: A resume without links to
audio/video samples is almost useless. Make sure your links
work and represent your best work.

¢ Bad formatting: Tables, columns, or graphics can confuse
automated systems. Stick to a simple, left-aligned layout.

INCLUDING A LINK TO YOUR DIGITAL PORTFOLIO

Your resume is a gateway to your music. Always include a
hyperlink to a website or a dedicated portfolio page that houses
your best recordings, videos, testimonials, and a calendar. Many
musicians create a simple one-page site using platforms like Wix,
Squarespace, or WordPress. If you have high-quality video of a
recent live performance, embed it. Also include a short EPK
(Electronic Press Kit) section with a bio, press photos, and sample
setlists. This digital layer makes your resume interactive and
gives decision-makers immediate proof of your abilities.

EXAMPLES OF STRONG MUSIC RESUME BULLET
POINTS

To help you visualize the level of detail needed, here are some
sample bullets that demonstrate effective writing:

e Performed as lead violinist for the Broadway touring
production of “Hamilton” (2022-2024), covering 300+
shows in 40 cities.

e Recorded guitar tracks for Grammy-nominated album
“Echoes of Tomorrow” at Electric Lady Studios, New York
(2023).

¢ Arranged and produced a five-track EP for indie folk artist
Maya Rivers, achieving 500,000 streams on Spotify within
six months.

e Taught private piano lessons to 30+ students annually,
with three students earning scholarships to pre-college
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music programs.

e Proficient in Ableton Live 11, Logic Pro X, and Pro Tools
Ultimate; experienced with MIDI orchestration and sample
library programming.

Notice how each bullet includes concrete numbers, recognizable
venues or collaborators, and specific skills. That is the level of
specificity that makes a music resume stand out.

CONCLUSION: YOUR MUSIC RESUME AS A CREATIVE

TOOL

Mastering how to make a music resume is about more than
listing accomplishments—it is about telling a compelling story of
your musical identity. By combining a professional structure with
vivid details, tailored content, and a strong digital presence, you
position yourself as a reliable, talented, and versatile artist ready
for any opportunity. Remember to keep your resume up to date,
seek feedback from trusted colleagues, and always pair it with a
custom cover letter or introductory email.



