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INTRODUCTION:
THE EMOTIONAL
POWER OF "ONE
MORE DAY"

There  are  songs  that
simply become part of
your life. They play at
graduations, weddings,
memorial  services,  or
quiet  moments  when
you  need  to  reflect  on
someone  you  love.
Diamond Rio’s 2001 hit
“One More Day” is one
of  those  rare  country
ballads that transcends
genre  and  generation.
With its poignant lyrics
about longing for just a
little more time with a
loved  one,  the  song

has brought tears and
comfort to millions. For
guitarists,  learning
O n e  M o r e  D a y
Diamond Rio chords
i s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t
m a s t e r i n g  a
progression  —  it ’s
about  capturing  the
emotional  weight  of
the  song  and  being
able  to  share  it  with
o t h e r s  a r o u n d  a
campfire,  at  a  family
gathering,  or  during a
personal  pract ice
session.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we  will  break
down  everything  you
need  to  know:  the
essential  chords,  the
strumming  patterns,
t ips  for  beginners,
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variations for advanced
players, and even how
the  song’s  structure
mirrors  i ts  lyr ica l
message.  By  the end,
you’ll have a thorough
understanding  of  how
to  p lay  “One  More
Day”  with  feeling  and
accuracy. Whether you
a r e  a  s e a s o n e d
guitarist or just starting
your  musical  journey,
the  chords  for  this
c l a s s i c  a r e
approachable  yet
rewarding.

THE STORY
BEHIND “ONE
MORE DAY” AND
ITS MUSICAL
LANDSCAPE

Released as the second
single  from  Diamond
Rio’s album One More
Day ,  the  song  was
wr i t t en  by  Bobby
Tomberlin  and  Steven
Dale Jones. It spent five
weeks at number 1 on
the  B i l l board  Ho t

Country  Songs  chart
and  crossed  over  to
pop  radio  due  to  its
universal  theme.  The
arrangement  features
D i a m o n d  R i o ’ s
s i g n a t u r e  v o c a l
harmonies  intertwined
with  acoustic  guitar,
steel guitar, and subtle
strings. But at its heart,
the song is built around
a  simple,  repeating
chord  pattern  that
supports  the  vocal
melody.
Understanding  the
genre  is  helpful  when
a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e
chords. Country ballads
often  rely  on  open
chords,  moderate
t e m p o s ,  a n d
p r e d i c t a b l e
progressions that allow
the lyrics to shine. The
O n e  M o r e  D a y
Diamond Rio chords
are no exception: they
f o l l o w  a  c l a s s i c
I–V–vi–IV  pattern  (in
the  key  of  G  major)
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that  many  guitarists
already  know  from
c o u n t l e s s  h i t s .
However,  the  magic
lies  in  how  you  play
them — the dynamics,
the  pauses,  and  the
s l i gh t  va r i a t i ons
between  verse  and
chorus.
Before  diving  into  the
chords,  note  that  the
song  was  recorded  in
the key of G major with
a capo on the 3rd fret
(making it sound in the
key  of  B♭).  This  is  a
choice that makes the
chords  easier  to  finger
while giving the song a
brighter,  higher  pitch.
W e ’ l l  c o v e r  b o t h
methods :  p lay ing
without  a  capo in  the
key of G, and using a
capo  to  match  the
original  recording.

ESSENTIAL
CHORDS FOR “ONE
MORE DAY”

To play the song, you
only  need  five  basic
open chords. If you are
a  beginner,  these  are
among  the  first  chords
you should learn. Here
they  are  in  standard
tuning  with  no  capo
(key of G):

G major
(320003)
C major
(x32010)
D major
(xx0232)
E minor
(022000)
A minor
(x02210) — used
sparingly in the
bridge

If you place a capo on
the 3rd fret, the chord
shapes become:

E major shape
(022100) =
sounds as G
A major shape
(x02220) =
sounds as C
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B major shape
(x24442) =
sounds as D
C♯ minor shape
(x46654) =
sounds as E
minor
F♯ minor shape
(244222) =
sounds as A
minor

For  most  players,  the
open  chord  version
without a capo (key of
G)  is  simpler  and still
sounds  beautiful.  The
capo version, however,
puts  the  song  in  the
exact key as Diamond
Rio’s  recording  and
uses barre chords that
require  a  bi t  more
finger strength. Choose
whichever  suits  your
comfort  level.

CHORD
PROGRESSION:
VERSE AND
CHORUS

The song’s structure is

straightforward:  verse,
chorus,  verse,  chorus,
bridge,  chorus,  with  a
short instrumental tag.
Let’s  break  down  the
progression  for  each
section  using  the  no-
capo key of G chords.
(The  same  relative
pattern applies with a
capo  if  you  use  the
shapes above.)

Verse
Progressi
on
T h e  v e r s e  u s e s  a
gentle, repeating cycle
of four chords:
G |  C  |  G  |  D  ( o n e
measure  each,  except
the  last  D  often  held
for  two  beats  before
returning to G)
In the recording, each
chord is strummed with
a slow, deliberate pulse
—  two  down-strums
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per  measure ,  or  a
fingerpicked  pattern.
The  lyrics  dictate  the
rhythm:  “One  more
day,  one  more  time /
One  more  sunset ,
m a y b e  I ’ d  b e
satisfied.”  The  chords
follow  the  natural  lift
and fall of the melody.

Chorus
Progressi
on
The  chorus  shifts  to
e m p h a s i z e  t h e
emotional  peak:
E m  |  C  |  G  |  D
(repeated  twice,  then
ending on G)
Alternatively,  some
transcriptions  show:
Em | C | G | D | Em | C
| G | G. The E minor
chord  introduces  a
touch  of  melancholy,
w h i c h  p e r f e c t l y
captures the lyric “If  I

could  have  one  more
day…  then  maybe  I
could  hold  you  one
more  time.”  After  the
second  repeat,  the
progression often lands
on a sustained G to let
the emotion sink in.

Bridge
Section
The bridge is short but
adds an A minor chord
for additional color:
Am | C | G | D (played
twice)
This  section  occurs
a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d
chorus  and  bui lds
intensity  before  the
final  chorus.

STRUMMING
PATTERNS AND
PICKING
TECHNIQUES

One of the reasons the
O n e  M o r e  D a y
Diamond Rio chords
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are  so  effective  is  the
r e s t r a i n t  i n  t h e
strumming.  The guitar
part in the recording is
primarily acoustic, with
a  steady  yet  gentle
sixteenth-note  feel  in
the chorus, and a half-
time feel in the verse.
For beginners, a simple
pattern  to  begin  with
is:

Verse: Down,1.
down, down,
down (four beats
per chord, all
down-strums,
with a slight gap
between each
strum).
Alternatively, try
a fingerpicking
pattern: thumb
on the bass note,
then
index/middle on
the high strings
in a slow
arpeggio.
Chorus: Down,2.
down-up, down-
up, down (a

common country
ballad strum).
The strumming
becomes slightly
busier to match
the emotional
rise.
Bridge: Use the3.
same pattern as
the verse but
with a slight
accent on the
second beat to
emphasize the A
minor.

As  you  become  more
comfortable,  listen  to
the  original  track  and
mimic  the  dynamics:
softer during the verse,
f u l l e r  d u r i n g  t h e
chorus.  The  electric
guitar and steel guitar
fills are not required for
an acoustic cover, but
they can be simulated
b y  a d d i n g  a  f e w
hammer-ons  or  pull-
offs  on  the  chord
changes.
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CAPO PLACEMENT
AND ALTERNATIVE

TUNINGS

As  mentioned,  the
original recording uses
a capo on the 3rd fret.
Why? Because the key
of B♭ is less friendly for
open chords (B♭, E♭, F)
and  the  capo  allows
the  use  of  famil iar
open chord shapes (E,
A, B7, C♯m, etc.). For a
more authentic sound,
place the capo on the
3rd fret and play these
shapes:

Verse: E
(022100) → A
(x02220) → E
(022100) → B7
(x21202) — note:
B7 is used
instead of B
major in many
versions because
it’s easier and
sounds great.
Chorus: C♯m
(x46654) → A
(x02220) → E

(022100) → B7
(x21202)
Bridge: F♯m
(244222) → A
(x02220) → E
(022100) → B7
(x21202)

Alternatively,  some
guitarists  tune  their
guitar down a half step
and  play  without  a
capo to match the key
of  B♭.  That  is  a  valid
approach, but for most
players, the capo is the
simplest  solut ion.
Experiment  with  both
methods to see which
feels  more  natural  to
your hands and voice.

TIPS FOR
BEGINNERS:
SMOOTH CHORD
CHANGES

I f  y o u  a r e  n e w  t o
playing  guitar,  the
transitions  between
c h o r d s  c a n  b e
challenging. Here are a
few tips  specifically  for
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the  One  More  Day
Diamond Rio chords:

Practice the G-
to-C change:
Keep your ring
finger on the 3rd
fret of the high E
string (common
to both G and C
shapes) and
move your other
fingers as a unit.
This is a classic
pivot finger
technique.
E minor to C:
Both chords
share a common
open string (high
E). When moving
from Em
(022000) to C
(x32010), lift
your middle and
ring fingers and
place them on
the 1st and 2nd
strings
respectively. The
open high E rings
through, making
the change

smoother.
Strum only the
strings you
intend. For G,
strum all six; for
C, only strum
from the A string
(5th) down; for
D, from the D
string (4th)
down. Muting
unwanted strings
with the side of
your palm will
clean up your
sound.
Use a
metronome:
Start at 70 BPM
and gradually
increase to the
song’s actual
tempo (around
78 BPM). The
slower you
practice, the
faster you learn.

ADVANCED
VARIATIONS:
ADDING COLOR
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AND EMOTION

Once  you  have  the
basic  progress ion
d o w n ,  y o u  c a n
e n h a n c e  y o u r
per formance  wi th
t h e s e  a d v a n c e d
techniques:

Suspended
chords: Replace
the G with Gsus4
(320013) on the
last beat of the
phrase to create
a longing tension
that resolves
back to G.
Similarly, use
Dsus4 (xx0233)
before returning
to D.
Fingerpicking
pattern: Use
Travis picking:
thumb on the
bass notes (6th,
5th, 4th strings)
alternating with
index/middle on

the treble
strings. This
works beautifully
for the verse.
Dynamics:
Gradually
increase your
strumming
intensity from
the first verse to
the final chorus.
Let the volume
swell on the word
“day” in the
chorus.
Hammer-ons
and pull-offs:
On the C chord,
try adding a
hammer-on from
the 1st fret (b
string) to the 2nd
fret, creating a
brief melodic
ornament.
Two-guitar
arrangement: If
playing with
another guitarist,
one can play


