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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOU NEED TO PROGRAM YOUR RCA REMOTE

Losing the original remote for your television or streaming device can be frustrating. That is where a
universal remote like an RCA remote comes in handy. But before you can enjoy the convenience of
one controller for all your entertainment devices, you must learn how to program RCA remote
models  correctly.  Whether  you just  bought  a  new RCA universal  remote  or  you replaced the
batteries and the settings were wiped, programming it properly ensures that pressing “Volume Up”
actually adjusts your soundbar and not your TV. This guide will walk you through every method
available, from auto search to direct code entry, so you can get all your devices working together
seamlessly.
RCA remotes are popular because they are affordable and work with thousands of brands. However,
the programming process can be confusing if you do not know the steps. We will cover everything
from understanding your remote’s buttons to troubleshooting when a code does not work. By the
end of this article, you will be able to program any RCA remote confidently, without needing to look
up a manual every time.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR RCA REMOTE

Before diving into the steps, take a moment to look at your remote. RCA sells several universal
remote  models,  including  the  RCR  series  and  the  newer  RCA  G7,  but  they  all  share  similar
programming  logic.  Typically,  you  will  find  a  “Code Search”  or  “Setup”  button,  a  set  of  device
buttons (TV, DVD, AUX, STREAM, etc.), and the usual number pad, volume, channel, and power
buttons. Make sure fresh batteries are installed and that your device is turned on. The remote needs
an unobstructed line of sight to the infrared receiver on your device during programming.
If  you  have  an  older  model,  check  the  back  label  for  the  model  number.  Different  models  may
require  slightly  different  button  sequences,  but  the  core  methods  remain  the  same.  Keep  the
manual handy if you still have it, but most of the time you can use the general methods described
here.

METHODS TO PROGRAM AN RCA REMOTE

There are three primary ways to program an RCA universal remote: auto code search, direct code
entry,  and  manual  code  search.  Each  method  works  for  different  situations.  The  most  common
approach  is  auto  code  search  because  it  does  not  require  you  to  know a  specific  code.  However,
direct code entry is faster if you have the correct code for your device brand. Below we detail each
method step by step.

Auto Code Search Method (Easiest for
Beginners)
This method automatically cycles through all available codes until it finds one that works. It can take
a few minutes, but it is the most reliable when you do not have the code.

Turn on the device you want to control (e.g., TV) manually using its own power button.1.
On your RCA remote, press and hold the “Code Search” button (sometimes labeled “Setup”)2.
until the red light turns on, then release.
Press the device button you want to program (e.g., “TV”) once. The red light will blink and3.
then stay solid.
Point the remote at the device and press the “Power” button repeatedly (about once per4.
second) until the device turns off. This indicates the remote has found a working code. Once
the device turns off, press the device button again to lock in the code. The red light will turn
off.
Test other buttons like volume and input. If they work, you are done. If not, repeat the process5.
but press the “Power” button more times to continue searching through codes.

This method works for most RCA remotes. Some models require you to hold down the device button
instead of pressing “Power” repeatedly. Check your remote’s LED behavior – if  the light stops
blinking during the process, you may need to start over.

Direct Code Entry Method (Fastest for
Known Codes)
If you have a code for your brand (for example, 0037 for many Samsung TVs), this method is quick
and precise. You can find codes in the manual or online (see section below).

Turn on your device manually.1.
Press and hold the “Code Search” button until the red light turns on, then release.2.
Press the device button (e.g., “TV”) once. The red light will blink and then stay solid.3.
Using the number pad, enter the 4-digit code for your brand. After the last digit, the red light4.
will turn off if the code is accepted. If the light blinks then stays on, the code was invalid; try a
different code.
Test the remote by pressing the Power button. If the device turns off, the code works. If not,5.
repeat with another code from the list.

If you do not have a code list, do not worry. Many online databases exist (e.g., the RCA support site)
where you can search by brand and device type. Write down the working code for future reference.

Manual Code Search Method (For
Advanced Users)
Some RCA remote models do not have a “Code Search” button but instead rely on a combination of
key presses. This method is similar to auto search but involves manually advancing through codes

using the channel up/down keys.
Turn on the device and point the remote at it.1.
Press and hold the device button (e.g., “TV”) and the “Power” button simultaneously until2.
the LED turns on, then release both.
Press the “CH+” button repeatedly (one press per second) until the device turns off. This3.
advances the code list.
Once the device turns off, press the device button once to lock the code. The LED will turn off.4.
Test other functions.5.

If you accidentally skip past the correct code, continue pressing CH+ until the device turns on again
(indicating you have cycled through all codes). Then you can go back by pressing CH- slowly.

Programming for Specific Devices (TV,
DVD, Streaming, Soundbar)
The same three methods apply to any device type. However, remember to press the correct device
button before start. For example, to program your streaming stick (Roku, Fire TV), press “STREAM”
or “AUX” if your remote has that button. If your remote does not have a streaming button, use
“DVD” or “AUX” and test the code for streaming brands. Many RCA remotes include branded codes
for popular streaming devices. For soundbars, use the “AUX” or “DVD” button depending on the
model. Always power on the device manually first.

FINDING THE CORRECT CODE FOR YOUR DEVICE

If  you prefer direct code entry, you need the code for your specific brand. The official RCA remote
manual usually includes a list of 4-digit codes organized by brand. If you have lost the manual, you
can find the codes online at the RCA support website or third-party remote code databases. Simply
search “RCA universal remote code for [your brand]” – for example, “RCA remote code for LG TV”.
Many codes are standard across models, such as 0037 for Samsung, 0047 for Sony, and 0178 for
Vizio. Write down the codes that work so you do not have to search again later.
Some newer RCA remotes support “Brand Search” – a feature where you enter the first two digits
of the brand number, and the remote automatically scans only that brand’s codes. Check your
manual for brand numbers (e.g., 01 for Samsung, 02 for LG). This saves time compared to full auto
search.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

Even  with  clear  instructions,  programming  might  not  work  on  the  first  try.  Below  are  frequent
problems  and  how  to  fix  them.

Remote does not respond at all: Check batteries – make sure they are fresh and inserted
correctly. Look for the LED indicator; if it does not light up when you press a button, replace
batteries.
Device does not turn off during auto search: Ensure no obstacles (like furniture) block
the infrared signal. Move closer to the device (within 3-6 meters). If the remote still cannot
find a code, try the manual code search method.
Code accepted but only some buttons work: The remote may have found a “partial” code
that controls power and volume but not input or menu. Try additional codes from the list until
full functionality is achieved.
Remote controls multiple devices at once: You might have accidentally programmed the
same code on two device buttons. Clear the remote by performing a system reset (see
manual). Usually, press and hold “Code Search” until LED blinks twice, then press “0” and “1”
for some models.
“Code Search” button missing: On newer RCA remotes, the button may be labeled
“SETUP” or a gear icon. If still missing, consult the manual for an alternative (e.g., press and
hold “Power” + “CH-“).

If all else fails, check the manufacturer’s website for a clear guide for your remote model number.
Many RCA models have video tutorials too.

ADDITIONAL TIPS AND BEST PRACTICES

To get the most out of your RCA remote programming, follow these suggestions:

Keep a record: Once you find the correct code, write it down on a label and stick it inside the
battery compartment or on the back of the remote.
Test all functions: Do not just test power; check volume, mute, input, channel, and menu
buttons. Some codes may control power but not volume – try another code.
Use the correct device button: If you have a soundbar, do not try to program it under the
“TV” button if you want independent control. Instead, use “AUX”.
Update your remote’s firmware (if applicable): Some high-end RCA remotes support
firmware updates via USB. This can expand the code library.
Reset before reprogramming: If you are having persistent issues, reset the remote to
factory settings. Typically, press and hold “Code Search” for 5 seconds, then press “0” three
times, then release. The LED will blink twice.
Use the remote’s macro feature (if available): Some RCA models let you assign a macro
button to turn on multiple devices at once. Refer to the manual to set up activities.

CONCLUSION

Learning how to program RCA remote units is a straightforward process once you understand the
three core methods: auto code search, direct code entry, and manual code search. Whether you are
setting  up  a  new universal  remote  or  reprogramming after  a  power  loss,  you  now have  the
knowledge to do it in minutes. Remember to keep a list of your working codes and always test
multiple  functions.  If  you  encounter  difficulties,  try  the  troubleshooting  tips  above  or  consult  the
official  RCA  support  website.  Your  entertainment  system  should  work  harmoniously  with  a  single
remote,  freeing you from the clutter  of  multiple  controllers.  Enjoy  the simplicity  of  your  fully
programmed RCA remote!
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