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The Scouting and
Guiding movement
has, for over a century,
instilled values of duty,
service, and respect for
nature and country in
millions of young
people around the
world. Among the
many traditions that
define  this  global
fellowship, few are as
visually and
emotionally stirring as
the ceremonial hoisting
of the flag. Central to
this ritual is the Scout

And Guide Flag
Song, a piece of music
that transcends mere
melody to become a
powerful symbol of
unity, loyalty, and
shared purpose. This
article explores the
historical roots, lyrical
themes, ceremonial
role, and enduring
importance of the flag
song within the
Scouting and Guiding
community.

For many scouts and
guides, the flag song is
not simply a tune to be
sung at the start of a
meeting. It is a
moment of collective
reflection, a «call to
remember the
promises made, and a
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celebration of the
ideals that bind the
movement together.
Understanding its
depth requires looking
beyond the notes on a
page to see the
tradition it represents.

The
Symbolic
Weight of
the Flag
In
Scouting
and
Guiding
Before examining the
song itself, it is
essential to understand

the deep respect
afforded to the flag

within scouting culture.
The flag is the physical
embodiment of the
movement’s principles:
duty to God or a higher
power, duty to country,
and duty to self. In
many national scouting
organizations, the flag
features the emblem of
the World Scouting
Movement or the
national guiding
association, often
incorporating symbols
like the fleur-de-lis or
the trefoil, which
represent the compass
pointing in the right
direction and the
promise of a better
world.

The flag is treated with
ceremonial reverence.
It is never allowed to
touch the ground, it is
folded with precision,
and it is hoisted at
dawn and lowered at
dusk during camps.
The Scout And Guide
Flag Song is the
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auditory counterpart to
this visual reverence. It
gives a voice to the
silent cloth,
transforming the act of
hoisting into a living
creed. The song serves
as a verbal promise,
setting the tone for the
day’s activities or the
formal opening of a
meeting.

Historical
Origins of
the Flag
Song
Tradition

The tradition of having
a specific song for flag
hoisting dates back to
the early days of the
movement. Lord
Baden-Powell, the
founder of Scouting,
understood the power

of ritual and song in
creating a sense of
belonging. While the
original British Scout
songs included many
marching tunes and
campfire ballads, the
formalization of a
dedicated flag song
came as national
scouting organizations
began to develop their
own distinct identities.

In India, for example,
the Scout And Guide
Flag Song holds a
particularly cherished
place. Written in Hindi
and widely known as
"lhandon wali Rani"
(Queen of Flags) or
simply the "Jhanda
Geet," it was
composed by the
renowned poet Shyam
Lal Gupta and set to
music by Dr. B. V.
Keskar. This specific
song became the
official flag song for the
Bharat Scouts and
Guides. Its widespread



adoption in schools and
scout camps across the
Indian subcontinent
made it a cultural
touchstone for
generations. The
song's lyrics speak of
the flag being
beautiful, high-flying,
and a symbol of the
scout's promise.

Other countries have
their own versions. In
the United Kingdom,
the tune "The Scout's
March" or  specific
hymns are often used
during flag ceremonies.
In the Philippines, the
"Scout's Honor" song
fulfills a similar role.
However, the core idea
remains universal: a
musical piece
dedicated exclusively
to the flag, sung with
pride and discipline
during the ceremonial
hoisting.

Analyzing
the Lyrics
and
Themes
of the
Flag Song

A close look at the
lyrics of a typical
Scout And Guide
Flag Song reveals a
rich tapestry of values.

While different
countries have
different versions,
common themes
emerge:

e Patriotism and
Service: The
lyrics often
express a deep
love for the
nation and a
commitment to
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serving it
selflessly. The
flag is described
as a symbol of
the motherland,
and singing to it
is an act of
reaffirming
national duty.
Purity and
Truth: Colors in
the flag are often
referenced
metaphorically.
The white in the
flag might stand
for truth and
purity of thought,
while the blue or
green stands for
courage and
loyalty. The song
reminds scouts
and guides to
live up to these
colors.

Unity: The flag
song is a
powerful tool for
fostering unity.
When a troop
sings together,

regardless of
their
background,
language, or
caste, they are
united under a
single symbol.
The lyrics
emphasize the
collective
strength of the
group.

e The Promise:
Many flag songs
directly
reference the
Scout or Guide
Promise. They
serve as a
reminder that
the hoisting of
the flag is not
just a routine but
a renewal of
one's
commitment to
the movement's
laws.

In the Indian context,
the Scout And Guide
Flag Song includes
phrases that describe



the flag as "shining"
and "glorious," calling
upon all scouts and
guides to salute it with
a pure heart. The song
is inherently
instructional, teaching
young members about
respect, discipline, and
the joy of serving
under a common
banner.

The
Ceremoni
al Role:
How the
Flag Song
Is Used

The flag song is not
sung casually. It is an
integral part of a
structured ceremony
that teaches discipline

and attention to detail.
The typical flag
ceremony involving the
song follows a specific
sequence:

1. Formation: The
troop forms a
rectangular or
semi-circular
formation around
the flagpole.
Silence is
observed.

2. Entry of the
Color Guard:
Selected scouts
or guides, known
as the color
guard, march
solemnly to the
flagpole carrying
the folded flag.

3. Hoisting: As the
flag is attached
to the rope and
hoisted, the
troop begins to
sing the Scout
And Guide Flag
Song. The song's
tempo is usually
slow and
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majestic,
matching the
pace of the rising
flag.

4. The Salute:
During the song,
all members
stand at
attention and
give the Scout
salute, holding it
until the song
finishes and the
flag is secured at
the top.

5. Retirement: At
the end of the
day, a similar
ceremony takes
place, often with
a slower, more
solemn version
of the song, as
the flag is
lowered and
folded with care.

This ritual
patience, precision,
and a sense of
sacredness. The Scout
And Guide Flag Song
is the auditory anchor

teaches

of this entire process.
Without the song, the
hoisting would be
merely a mechanical
action. With the song,
it becomes a heartfelt
moment.

The Flag
Song as a
Tool for
Character
Building

Beyond its ceremonial
beauty, the flag song
plays a subtle but
crucial role in character
development. For
young scouts and
guides, memorizing the
lyrics is one of their
earliest tasks. This
process instills a sense
of achievement and
belonging.



Singing the song in a
group fosters a sense
of collective identity. It
teaches young people
to subordinate their
individual voices to the
harmony of the group.
This is a fundamental
lesson in teamwork
and empathy. The
Scout And Guide
Flag Song is often one
of the first songs a new
member learns,
marking their transition
from an outsider to a
part of the troop
family.

Furthermore, the
discipline of standing
still, saluting correctly,
and singing with
conviction is a practical
lesson in respect. In an
age of constant
distraction, these
moments of focused
reverence are
invaluable. The flag
song teaches that
symbols matter and
that taking a moment

to honor shared values
is a profound act of
leadership.

Variation
S ACross
Different
National
Organizat
lons

While the Indian
"Jhanda Geet" is one of
the most well-known
examples globally, it is
important to
appreciate the
diversity of flag songs
in the international
scouting community.

¢ India: The
Bharat Scouts
and Guides use
the song
composed by
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Shyam Lal
Gupta. It is sung
in Hindi and is
widely
recognized
across the
country. The
song's popularity
extends even
beyond scouting,
often being sung
in schools during
independence
day celebrations.
United
Kingdom: The
Scout Association
in the UK does
not have a single
mandated flag
song. Instead,
they use
traditional hymns
like "I Vow to
Thee My
Country" or the
"Scout Prayer"
during flag
ceremonies. The
focus is on the
spiritual and
patriotic aspects

of the event.
United States:
The Boy Scouts
of America (BSA)
often use the
"Star-Spangled
Banner" or
"America the
Beautiful" during
flag ceremonies.
Their own "Scout
Vespers" is a
reflective song
often used at the
end of the day's
activities rather
than a specific
hoisting song.
Philippines: The
Boy Scouts of the
Philippines have
the "Scout's
Honor Song,"
which is sung
with deep
emotion during
formal
investiture and
flag ceremonies.

Despite these
variations, the function
is identical. The Scout



And Guide Flag
Song, in whatever
language or tune,
serves as the
emotional core of the
flag  ceremony. It
connects the local
troop to the global
movement, reminding
every scout that they
are part of something
much larger than
themselves.

The
Musical
Compositi
on and Its
Emotional
Impact

Musically, flag songs
are typically written in
a march tempo (4/4
time) or a slow,
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dignified 2/2 time. The
melody is designed to
be sung by large
groups of young
voices, so it stays
within a comfortable
vocal range. The
intervals are often
based on simple,
heroic intervals (like
fourths and fifths),
which evoke feelings of
strength, stability, and
hope.

The slow pace of the
song forces the singer
to breathe deliberately
and think about the
words they are
uttering. This is not a

pop song to be
hummed; it is a
proclamation. The

emotional impact of a
troop of a hundred
scouts singing the
Scout And Guide
Flag Song in unison at
a camp is profound. It
creates a resonance
that vibrates through
the chest and reminds
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everyone present of
the gravity of their
promise.

The arrangement often
includes a simple piano
or bugle
accompaniment,
though a cappella
singing is common in
outdoor settings. The
lack of complex
instrumentation
ensures that the words
and the spirit of the
singers remain the
focus. The music
serves the message,
not the other way
around.

Modern
Relevanc
eina
Changing
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World

In today's digital age,
where symbols are
often treated with
cynicism, the Scout
And Guide Flag Song
stands as a bastion of
sincere tradition. Some
might ask if such
formal rituals are still
relevant. The answer is
a resounding yes. In a
world that is
increasingly polarized
and individualistic, the
flag song provides a
moment of collective
grounding.

For young people,
participating in a flag
ceremony and singing
the flag song offers a
rare opportunity for
unplugged, focused
group activity. It
teaches them that
some things deserve
slow, deliberate
attention. It counters
the fast-paced,



disposable nature of
modern media. The
flag song is a slow,
beautiful constant in a
rapidly changing world.

Moreover, the flag
song is a bridge
between generations.
Parents who were
scouts or guides
themselves often find
themselves moved to
tears when they hear
their children singing
the same song they
sang decades ago. This
continuity of tradition
is the lifeblood of the
movement. The Scout
And Guide Flag Song
is a thread that weaves
through generations,
connecting past,
present, and future
scouts in a single,
harmonious moment.

Teaching
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the Flag
Song: A
Guide for
Leaders

For scout leaders and
guides, teaching the
flag song is more than
just @ music lesson. It
is an opportunity to
instill deeper values.
Here are a few best
practices for leaders:

e Explain the
Meaning: Before
teaching the
tune, explain the
lyrics line by line.
Ensure every
child
understands
what they are
promising when
they sing about
the flag.

* Model Respect:
The leader must
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sing with
seriousness and
pride. Children
take their cues
from adults. If
the leader
fidgets or sings
half-heartedly,
the children will
too.

Practice the
Ceremony:
Rehearse the
transition from
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formation to
song to salute.
The smoothness
of the ceremony
reflects the
discipline of the
troop.

Create
Ownership:
Allow older
scouts to lead
the singing or
conduct the color
guard



