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INTRODUCTION:
THE TIMELESS
POWER OF
ACHEBE'S
MASTERPIECE

C h i n u a  A c h e b e ' s
Things  Fall  Apart
stands  as  one  of  the
most  influential  novels
in African literature,  a
poignant exploration of
tradition,  change,  and
cultural collision in pre-
colonial  Nigeria.  First
published in 1958, the

novel follows the tragic
l i fe  of  Okonkwo,  a
respected Igbo warrior
whose world begins to
crumble  as  European
miss ionar ies  and
colonial  administrators
arrive in his village of
Umuofia.  For  students,
scholars,  and  casual
r e a d e r s  a l i k e ,
understanding  the
quotes  from  the
book  Things  Fall
Apart  with  page
numbers  provides
essential  context  for
analyzing  character
development, thematic
depth,  and  narrative
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structure. The following
guide  presents  key
passages  from  the
novel,  organized  by
major  themes,  with
specific  page
references drawn from
the widely used Anchor
Books  paperback
e d i t i o n  ( I S B N
978-0385474542).

THE FALL OF
OKONKWO: KEY
QUOTES ON
MASCULINITY AND
FEAR

Okonkwo'
s
Defining
Fear
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
f r e q u e n t l y  c i t e d
quotes  from  the
book  Things  Fall
Apart  with  page

numbers  reveals  the
psychological  engine
driving  Okonkwo's
entire life. The narrator
explains  early  in  the
novel  that  Okonkwo's
greatest  fear  is  being
perceived  as  weak  or
feminine, like his father
Unoka.

" P e r h a p s
down in his
h e a r t
O k o n k w o
was  not  a
cruel  man.
B u t  h i s
whole  life
w a s
dominated
by fear, the
f e a r  o f
failure  and
o f
weakness."
(Page 13)

T h i s  p a s s a g e
establishes  the  tragic
flaw  that  will  lead  to
Okonkwo's  downfall.
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The fear of being called
agbala  (woman-like)
pushes  him  toward
ever  more  extreme
displays of masculinity,
v i o l e n c e ,  a n d
inflexibility.  Readers
searching  for  quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with  page  numbers
often return to this line
a s  t h e  k e y  t o
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
Okonkwo's psychology.

The
Weight of
Reputatio
n
Okonkwo's  obsession
w i t h  s t a t u s  a n d
reputation  appears  in
s e v e r a l  c r i t i c a l
passages.  During  the
Week  of  Peace,  when
he beats his youngest

w i f e  O j i u g o  f o r
neglecting  her  duties,
the  p r ies t  Ezean i
rebukes  him:

"The  evi l
you  have
done  can
r u i n  t h e
whole clan.
The  earth
g o d d e s s
whom  you
h a v e
i n s u l t e d
may refuse
to  give  us
h e r
i nc rease ,
a n d  w e
s h a l l
p e r i s h . "
(Page 22)

Later,  when  Okonkwo
acc identa l ly  k i l l s
Ezeudu's  son  and  is
exiled for seven years,
the narrator reflects on
his character:

"He  had  a
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s l i g h t
s t a m m e r
a n d
whenever
h e  w a s
angry  and
could  not
g e t  h i s
words  out
q u i c k l y
enough, he
would  use
his  fists."
(Page  4)

These  early  details,
often  highlighted  in
lists  of  quotes  from
the book Things Fall
Apart  with  page
numbers,  foreshadow
the  violence  that  will
ultimately destroy him.

The Ironic
Tragedy

of
Ikemefun
a
Perhaps  the  most
heartbreaking  episode
in  the  novel  involves
O k o n k w o ' s
participation  in  the
killing  of  Ikemefuna,
the boy who calls him
father.  Despite  the
warning from the elder
Ogbuefi  Ezeudu,
Okonkwo  strikes  the
final  blow  because  he
fears  being  thought
weak:

"He  heard
Ikemefuna
c r y ,  " M y
f a t h e r ,
they  have
killed  me!"
as  he  ran
t o w a r d s
him. Dazed
with  fear,
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O k o n k w o
d r e w  h i s
m a c h e t e
a n d  c u t
him  down.
H e  w a s
af ra id  o f
b e i n g
t h o u g h t
w e a k . "
(Page 43)

T h i s  p a s s a g e
represents  one  of  the
most powerful quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with  page  numbers
that  students  analyze
for its demonstration of
Okonkwo 's  t rag ic
i nab i l i t y  t o  show
compass i on .  The
repetition  of  the word
"fear"  links  directly
back  to  the  earl ier
passage  on  page  13,
creating  a  thematic
t h r e a d  t h a t  r u n s
throughout the novel.

IGBO CULTURE
AND TRADITION:
QUOTES THAT
DEFINE A WORLD

The
Importan
ce of
Proverbs
and
Storytelli
ng
Achebe  weaves  Igbo
proverbs  throughout
the  novel,  and  these
are  among  the  most
memorable  quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with page numbers.
Proverbs  serve  as
w indows  i n to  the
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wisdom and values  of
Umuofian  society.  One
of  the  most  famous
appears  early  in  the
narrative:

" A m o n g
t h e  I g b o
the  art  of
conversati
o n  i s
r e g a r d e d
v e r y
highly, and
p r o v e r b s
a r e  t h e
p a l m - o i l
with  which
words  are
e a t e n . "
(Page 7)

Another  essent ia l
proverb, often cited in
discussions  of  quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with page numbers,
captures  the  Igbo
understanding  of  fate
and human limitation:

" W h e n  a
man  says
yes his chi
says  yes
a l s o . "
(Page 19)

This saying reflects the
complex  relationship
between individual will
and  destiny  in  Igbo
cosmology. The chi is a
personal spirit or deity
t h a t  g u i d e s  e a c h
person's  fate,  but
human beings still bear
responsibility  for  their
choices.

The Week
of Peace
and
Communi
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ty Values
The  novel's  depiction
of  the Week of  Peace
provides  rich  material
for  quotes  from the
book  Things  Fall
Apart  with  page
n u m b e r s  t h a t
illustrate Igbo religious
bel ie fs  and  soc ia l
cohesion.  The  priest
Ezeani's  warning  to
Okonkwo  emphasizes
the collective nature of
spiritual transgression:

"We  have
c o m e  t o
y o u r
compound
t o  s h o w
y o u  o u r
displeasure
with  your
c o n d u c t .
T h i s  i s  a
great sin. A
sin  against
the  earth
goddess."
(Page 22)

T h e  e m p h a s i s  o n
c o m m u n i t y  o v e r
individuality  appears
repeated ly  in  the
nove l .  The  e lders
speak  with  collective
a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d
individual  actions  are
understood  to  have
consequences  for  the
e n t i r e  c l a n .  T h i s
worldview  stands  in
sharp  contrast  to  the
individualistic  ethos
b r o u g h t  b y  t h e
European colonizers.

THE ARRIVAL OF
THE COLONIZERS:
QUOTES ON
CULTURAL
COLLISION

First
Contact
and
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Misunder
standing
When  the  first  white
m a n  a r r i v e s  i n
Umuofia,  the  initial
reaction  is  confusion
and  disbel ief .  The
district  commissioner's
arrival marks a turning
point  in  the narrative,
and  several  quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with  page  numbers
capture  the  tragic
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g
between cultures.

"The  white
m a n  i s
v e r y
clever.  He
c a m e
quietly and
peaceably
w i t h  h i s
r e l i g i o n .
W e  w e r e
amused  at

h i s
foolishness
a n d
a l l o w e d
h i m  t o
stay.  Now
he has won
o u r
b r o t h e r s ,
a n d  o u r
clan can no
longer  act
like  one."
(Page  140)

This  observation  from
Obierika  reflects  the
gradual erosion of Igbo
unity  as  more  clan
members  convert  to
Chr i s t i an i ty .  The
colonizers'  strategy  of
d i v i d i n g  a n d
c o n q u e r i n g  i s
recognized  only  when
it is too late. Students
looking  for  quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with  page  numbers
t h a t  a d d r e s s
colonialism  frequently
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turn to this passage for
its bitter irony.

The
Irresistibl
e Power
of the
New
Religion
The  missionaries  offer
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t
traditional Igbo society
cannot: redemption for
outcasts.  The  novel's
treatment  of  converts
like Nwoye (Okonkwo's
son) reveals the appeal
of Christianity to those
marginalized  by  the
strict hierarchies of the
old  order.  A  crucial
exchange occurs when
Mr.  Kiaga,  the  native
catechist,  speaks  to

the  outcasts:

"He  says
t h a t  y o u
h a v e  a l l
been  cast
o u t
b e c a u s e
y o u  a r e
lepers.  But
h e  s a y s
t h a t  y o u
a r e  t h e
children  of
G o d  a n d
t h a t  t h e
Holy  Ghost
i s  w i t h
you." (Page
118)

T h i s  m e s s a g e  o f
inclusion  and  mercy
stands in stark contrast
to the harsh judgment
Okonkwo  represents.
For  Nwoye,  the  new
religion  offers  an
e s c a p e  f r o m  h i s
fa ther ' s  c rush ing
expectat ions.  The
emotional  impact  of
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Nwoye's  conversion  is
captured in one of the
most poignant quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with  page  numbers:

"He  felt  a
r e l i e f
within  as
the  hymn
poured into
h i s
p a r c h e d
soul.  The
words  o f
the  hymn
were  l ike
the  drops
of  f rozen
r a i n
melting  on
t h e  d r y
palate  of
the panting
e a r t h . "
(Page 119)

THE TRAGIC
CLIMAX: QUOTES

ON DESTRUCTION
AND DESPAIR

The
Burning
of the
Church
As  tensions  escalate,
Okonkwo  and  other
clan leaders decide to
destroy  the  church  in
Mbanta.  This  act  of
resistance is described
with dramatic intensity,
providing some of  the
most powerful quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with  page  numbers:

"The  clan
which  had
b e e n
thrown into
confus ion
b y  t h e
coming  of
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the  white
m a n  h a d
now  found
a  leader.
O k o n k w o
w a s  t h e
m a n . "
(Page 148)

Yet  even  as  Okonkwo
s t e p s  i n t o  t h i s
leadership  role,  the
reader  recognizes  the
i rony :  h i s  v io lent
approach  w i l l  not
succeed  against  the
colonial apparatus. The
clan's  unity  is  already
broken, with Christians
and  non-Christians
l i v i n g  i n  u n e a s y
coexistence.

Okonkwo'
s Final
Act
T h e  n o v e l ' s
devastating  conclusion

offers  the  most  cited
quotes  from  the
book  Things  Fall
Apart  with  page
numbers.  After  the
district  commissioner
arrests  and humiliates
the  clan  leaders,  the
elders debate whether
to go to war.  When a
messenger  arrives  to
disrupt  their  meeting,
Okonkwo  makes  his
final, desperate choice:

"In  a  flash
O k o n k w o
d r e w  h i s
mache te .
T h e
messenger
c r o u c h e d
t o  a v o i d
the blow. It
w a s
u s e l e s s .
Okonkwo's
m a c h e t e
descended
twice  and
the  man's
head  l ay
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beside  his
uniformed
b o d y . "
(Page 163)

The aftermath is even
more tragic. When the
other  clan leaders  fail
to  rally  behind  him,
Okonkwo  realizes  his
cause  is  lost.  The  final
descr ipt ion  o f  h is
s u i c i d e  c a r r i e s
profound  weight  for
anyone  examining
quotes  from  the
book  Things  Fall
Apart  with  page
numbers :

" H e  h a d
broken  the
laws of the
l a n d .  H e
h a d
committed
a  g r e a t
e v i l .
O k o n k w o
h a d
committed
a  fema le

murder. He
h a d
h a n g e d
h i m s e l f . "
(Page 164)

The  phrase  "female
murder"  underscores
the  b i t ter  i rony  of
Okonkwo's end. Having
spent  his  entire  life
fleeing  anything
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
femininity,  he  dies  by
a n  a c t  t h a t  I g b o
tradition  considers  a
woman's  crime.  The
suicide also means his
body cannot be buried
by  the  clan,  ensuring
that he is, in death as
in life, an outcast.

The
District
Commissi
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oner's
Final

Thought
The  novel  ends  with
t h e  d i s t r i c t
c o m m i s s i o n e r
contemplating  the
story  he  wi l l  wr i te
about  Okonkwo ' s
death.  This  final
passage  offers  a
d e v a s t a t i n g
c o m m e n t a r y  o n
colonialism's erasure of
Afr ican  voices  and
remains  one  of  the
most analyzed quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with  page  numbers:

" H e  h a d
a l r e a d y
chosen the
title  of  the
book,  after
m u c h
t h o u g h t :

T h e
Pacification
o f  t h e
P r i m i t i v e
Tr ibes  of
the  Lower
N i g e r . "
(Page 165)

With this  line,  Achebe
exposes  the  vast  gulf
between  Western
a c c o u n t s  o f
colonization  and  the
lived  reality  of  those
who  suffered  under  it.
T h e  d i s t r i c t
commissioner  reduces
Okonkwo's tragic story
to a single, dismissive
chapte r  i n  a  se l f -
congratulatory  colonial
narrative.

SUPPORTING
CHARACTERS AND
THEIR WISDOM

Obierika's
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Reflection
s
Throughout  the  novel,
Okonkwo's  f r iend
Obierika  serves  as  a
voice  of  reason  and
moral  questioning.  His
observations  provide
some  o f  t he  mos t
thoughtful  quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with page numbers.
After  Okonkwo's  exile,
Obierika reflects on the
complexities  of  their
traditions:

"The  white
m a n  h a d
put a knife
o n  t h e
things  that
h e l d  u s
t o g e t h e r
a n d  w e
have fallen
a p a r t . "
(Page 148)

This  line,  echoing  the
novel's  title,  captures
the central  tragedy of
the  story.  It  is  worth
n o t i n g  t h a t  t h i s
p a s s a g e  i s  o f t e n
sought  after  by  those
researching  quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with page numbers,
as  it  provides  a  clear
thematic  link  to  the
title.

Uchendu'
s Wisdom
During Okonkwo's exile
i n  M b a n t a ,  h i s
m a t e r n a l  u n c l e
Uchendu  offers
p e r s p e c t i v e  o n
suffering  and
resilience.  His  words
stand among the most
profound quotes from
the book Things Fall
Apart  with  page
numbers :



Quotes From The Book Things Fall Apart With
Page Numbers 15

15

"There  is
n o  s t o r y
that  is  not
true.  The
world  has
n o  e n d ,
and what is
g o o d
among one
people  is
a n
abominatio
n  w i t h
o t h e r s . "
(Page 111)

Uchendu's  speech
c h a l l e n g e s  b o t h
O k o n k w o ' s  r i g i d
worldview  and  the
reader's  assumptions
a b o u t  c u l t u r a l

superiority. His wisdom
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
flexibility and tolerance
that Okonkwo lacks.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING
RELEVANCE OF
ACHEBE'S NOVEL

More than six decades
after  its  publication,
Things  Fall  Apart
continues  to  resonate
with  readers  around
the world. The quotes
f r o m  t h e  b o o k
Things  Fall  Apart
with  page  numbers
c o l l e c t e d  h e r e
r e p r e s e n t  o n l y  a
fraction of the novel's


