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INTRODUCTION: FINDING COPENHAGEN ON THE WORLD MAP

If you have ever wondered where is Copenhagen Denmark on the map, you are not alone. This
vibrant Scandinavian capital often sparks curiosity because of its location in Northern Europe, a
region that sometimes feels distant to travelers from other continents. Copenhagen is not just a dot
on a map; it is the beating heart of Denmark, a city that bridges the Baltic Sea and the North Sea.
Geographically, Copenhagen sits on the eastern coast of the island of Zealand, with a small part of
the city extending onto the island of Amager. To the east, the Øresund Strait separates Denmark
from Sweden,  and you can actually  see the Swedish coastline on a clear  day.  Understanding
Copenhagen’s precise location helps travelers plan routes, appreciate its maritime heritage, and
grasp why this city has become a global hub for design, gastronomy, and sustainable living. In this
article,  we  will  explore  Copenhagen’s  coordinates,  its  regional  context,  how  to  find  it  on  various
maps, and why its position matters for tourism, trade, and culture.

EXACT COORDINATES AND GEOGRAPHIC POSITION

For those who prefer precise data, Copenhagen is located at approximately 55.6761° N latitude,
12.5683° E longitude. These coordinates place the city in the Northern Hemisphere, just south of
the 56th parallel. In terms of cardinal directions, Copenhagen lies in the northern part of Europe, but
it is actually farther south than many people assume – it  sits roughly at the same latitude as
Edinburgh, Scotland, or Moscow, Russia, but with a milder climate due to the Gulf Stream. The city
occupies a low-lying coastal area, with an average elevation of just 5 meters (16 feet) above sea
level. This flat terrain has shaped Copenhagen’s iconic bicycle-friendly streets and canals.

Is Copenhagen on an Island?
Yes, most of Copenhagen is situated on the eastern shore of the island of Zealand (Sjælland),
which is Denmark’s largest and most populous island. A smaller portion, including the neighborhood
of Amager and the Copenhagen Airport, lies on the island of Amager. The city also includes several
smaller islands within its harbour, such as Slotsholmen and Christianshavn (which is actually a man-
made island). This archipelago setting gives Copenhagen a unique character – you are never far
from water, and many locals commute by ferry between the districts.

REGIONAL CONTEXT: WHERE IS COPENHAGEN IN SCANDINAVIA?

Denmark is the southernmost of the Scandinavian countries, and Copenhagen is its capital. When
you look at a map of Scandinavia, you will find Copenhagen at the southern entrance to the Baltic
Sea, directly across the Øresund Strait from Malmö, Sweden. The Øresund Bridge, a 16-kilometer
(10-mile) combined railway and road bridge, connects Copenhagen to Malmö, making it possible to
travel between the two countries in under an hour. This bridge is a landmark and a symbol of the
close ties between Denmark and Sweden. To the north of Copenhagen lies the Kattegat sea, leading
up to the Skagerrak and the North Sea. To the west, the Danish peninsula of Jutland extends toward
Germany.

Bordering Countries and Distance to Major
Cities
Denmark shares a land border only with Germany to the south (about 68 kilometers long). However,
Copenhagen is not directly on that border – it is about 170 kilometers (105 miles) north of the
German border. The city is also relatively close to:

Berlin, Germany – approximately 350 km (220 miles) southeast
Stockholm, Sweden – about 600 km (370 miles) northeast
Oslo, Norway – roughly 520 km (320 miles) north (as the crow flies)
Hamburg, Germany – around 290 km (180 miles) south
Amsterdam, Netherlands – about 620 km (385 miles) southwest

This central position in Northern Europe makes Copenhagen a convenient stopover for travelers
exploring the Baltic region.

HOW TO FIND COPENHAGEN ON DIFFERENT TYPES OF MAPS

Physical Map
On a physical map, look for the Zealand island in eastern Denmark. Copenhagen appears as a
concentrated urban area on the east coast, marked by a small star or a capital-city symbol. The city
sits along a natural harbor created by the Øresund Strait. Surrounding waters include the Øresund to
the east,  the Kattegat to the north, and the Baltic Sea to the south. You can also identify the flat,
low-lying landscape of the Danish islands, with no mountains nearby.

Political Map
On a political map, Copenhagen is the clear capital of Denmark, usually indicated with a star inside a
circle. The city is part of the Capital Region of Denmark (Region Hovedstaden). Neighboring
municipalities include Frederiksberg (which is surrounded by Copenhagen), Gentofte, Gladsaxe, and
Tårnby. The Øresund Bridge appears as a dotted line crossing the strait to Sweden.

Road and Rail Map
Copenhagen is a major transportation hub. Major highways such as the E20 and E47 pass through
the city. The E20 runs across the Øresund Bridge to Sweden, while the E47 connects Copenhagen to
the rest of Denmark and continues south to Germany. The central train station, København H, is a
key node in the European rail network, with direct trains to Hamburg, Berlin, Stockholm, and Oslo.

Satellite and Digital Maps
On platforms  like  Google  Maps,  you  can  easily  zoom into  Copenhagen.  The  city’s  distinctive
landmarks become visible: the Tivoli Gardens amusement park, the Little Mermaid statue, Nyhavn
harbor, and the spiraling spire of the Church of Our Saviour. Satellite images reveal the green roofs,
the extensive network of bicycle lanes, and the many canals winding through the city. The airport
(CPH) on Amager island is easy to spot just south of the city center.

WHY COPENHAGEN’S LOCATION MATTERS

Historical Trade and Maritime Influence
Copenhagen’s location on the Øresund Strait was strategically crucial for centuries. The Sound Dues,
a toll levied on ships passing through the strait, funded the city’s growth from a small fishing village
into a powerful trading capital. The natural harbor provided shelter for vessels, and proximity to the
Baltic Sea allowed Denmark to control trade routes between the North Sea and the Baltic. This
history is still visible in the city’s architecture, from the old Stock Exchange to the castle at Kronborg
(Hamlet’s Elsinore) just north of Copenhagen.

Modern Economy and Sustainability
Today, Copenhagen’s location supports a thriving economy. The port of Copenhagen is one of the
largest  in  Scandinavia,  handling  container  cargo,  cruise  ships,  and  ferry  traffic.  The  city’s  position
also makes it a center for renewable energy, especially wind power – Denmark is a world leader in
wind energy, and Copenhagen benefits from strong coastal winds. Furthermore, the flat terrain and
compact layout have made cycling the most efficient mode of transport, with over 60% of residents
biking to work or school.

Tourism and Connectivity
For  tourists,  where  is  Copenhagen  Denmark  on  the  map  is  often  the  first  question  when
planning  a  Northern  Europe  itinerary.  The  city’s  location  makes  it  an  ideal  starting  point  for
exploring Scandinavia. A train ride across the Øresund Bridge takes you to Malmö, and from there
you can continue to Stockholm or Gothenburg. Ferries connect Copenhagen to Oslo, Norway, and to
the Baltic islands of Bornholm and Rügen. The airport serves as a hub for Scandinavian Airlines and
many budget carriers, with direct flights from major cities across Europe, North America, and Asia.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT COPENHAGEN’S LOCATION

It is not in the Arctic Circle. Despite popular stereotypes, Copenhagen is far from the
Arctic. It lies at 55°N, while the Arctic Circle starts at 66.5°N. The city does not experience
midnight sun or polar night.
It is not an island city entirely on a single island. As mentioned, Copenhagen spans
multiple islands, but the main city center is on Zealand, with Amager as the second largest
part.
It is not the northernmost capital in Scandinavia. That title goes to Reykjavik (Iceland)
followed by Helsinki (Finland) and Oslo (Norway). Copenhagen is the southernmost Nordic
capital.
Denmark is not just Copenhagen. Many people associate the entire country with the
capital, but Denmark includes the Jutland peninsula and hundreds of islands, each with distinct
landscapes.

HOW TO REMEMBER WHERE COPENHAGEN IS

A simple mnemonic: “Copenhagen sits on the eastern shore of Zealand, looking east at Sweden
across  the  Øresund.”  Imagine  the  map  of  Europe:  find  Germany,  then  look  north  to  the  Jutland
peninsula. Follow the coast east across the islands until you see a cluster of land near Sweden – that
is Zealand, and Copenhagen is on its eastern edge. Alternatively, if you know where the Baltic Sea
meets the North Sea, Copenhagen is at the narrow strait connecting them. For those using online
maps, just search “Copenhagen” – but now you understand its geographic context much better.

THE ØRESUND REGION: COPENHAGEN AND MALMÖ TOGETHER

One unique aspect of Copenhagen’s location is its integration with Malmö, Sweden, through the
Øresund Region (sometimes called the Øresund Metropolis). This cross-border area has a combined
population of about 4 million people. The Øresund Bridge has created a functional metropolitan
region where people live in Sweden and work in Denmark, or vice versa. This collaboration extends
to universities, hospitals, and cultural events. On a map, the region appears as a single urban
corridor stretching from Helsingør (Elsinore) in the north to Trelleborg in the south, with Copenhagen
at its center.

CLIMATE AND GEOGRAPHY IN RELATION TO LOCATION

Copenhagen’s latitude gives it a temperate maritime climate. Winters are cold but not severe, with
average January temperatures around 0°C (32°F). Summers are mild, averaging 17°C (63°F) in July.
The location near the sea moderates temperatures, preventing extremes. The city receives about
600 mm of  rain annually,  spread fairly  evenly throughout the year.  Snowfall  is  common from
December to March, but it rarely accumulates heavily due to the coastal influence. The flat terrain
means there are no natural barriers to wind, so Copenhagen can be breezy – something locals
embrace with a "hygge" mindset, seeking cozy indoor spaces during stormy weather.

CONCLUSION

Knowing where is Copenhagen Denmark on the map  goes far beyond a simple coordinate
lookup. It unlocks an understanding of the city’s history as a maritime power, its modern role as a
sustainable  metropolis,  and  its  function  as  a  gateway  to  Scandinavia  and  the  Baltic  region.
Copenhagen sits at the intersection of the Baltic and North Seas, on the east coast of Zealand,
separated from Sweden by the slender Øresund Strait. Its strategic position has shaped its culture,
economy, and daily life – from the iconic bicycle lanes to the world-class cuisine at Noma and
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beyond.  Whether  you  are  a  traveler  drawing  up  an  itinerary,  a  student  studying  European
geography, or a curious mind, pinpointing Copenhagen on the map reveals a city that is both

ancient and futuristic,  small  but globally influential.  So next time you glance at a map of Northern
Europe,  you  will  know  exactly  where  to  find  the  capital  of  Denmark  and  appreciate  all  that  its
location  has  to  offer.


