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INTRODUCTION: A NEW WAY TO
SEE THE WORLD

For centuries, the way we have
visualized the world has been shaped by
maps that prioritize navigational
convenience over geographical truth.
The Peters Projection Map Of The
World emerged as a powerful
alternative, challenging long-held
assumptions about how landmasses
should be represented. Unlike the

familiar Mercator projection, which
dramatically distorts the size of
countries near the equator and poles,
the Peters projection sought to present a
more accurate depiction of area
relationships. This map has sparked
passionate debates in classrooms,
cartography conferences, and political
discussions alike, making it one of the
most talked-about map projections in
modern history. Understanding the
Peters projection is not just about
geography—it is about fairness,
representation, and how we perceive our
planet.
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WHAT IS THE PETERS
PROJECTION MAP OF THE
WORLD?

The Peters Projection Map Of The
World is a cylindrical equal-area map
projection that displays all landmasses
with their true relative sizes. This means
that if one country appears twice as
large as another on the map, it is
actually twice as large in real life. This
seemingly simple principle represents a
radical departure from many traditional
maps, which often prioritize shape
preservation over size accuracy. The
Peters projection achieves its equal-area
property by compressing shapes near
the equator and stretching them near
the poles, resulting in a distinctive
appearance that many viewers initially

find unfamiliar or even uncomfortable.
The map shows Africa as much larger
than it appears on a Mercator map, and
South America, Asia, and other
landmasses are depicted with
proportions that more closely reflect
reality.

The Core
Principle: Equal
Area
Representation

At the heart of the Peters Projection
Map Of The World is the concept of
equal-area representation. In
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cartography, no flat map can perfectly
preserve all properties—shape, area,
distance, and direction—simultaneously.
Mapmakers must choose which
properties to prioritize. The Mercator
projection, developed in 1569 for
navigation, preserves angles and shapes
locally but severely distorts areas,
making landmasses like Greenland
appear comparable in size to Africa
when in reality Africa is about fourteen
times larger. The Peters projection
makes the opposite choice: it preserves
area at the expense of shape. This trade-
off is intentional and philosophical. By
showing each country and continent in
its correct proportional size, the Peters
projection aims to counter the
Eurocentric biases that critics argue are
embedded in maps like the Mercator

projection.

THE HISTORY BEHIND THE
PETERS PROJECTION MAP OF THE
WORLD

The Peters Projection Map Of The
World was introduced in 1974 by
German historian and cartographer Arno
Peters. Peters was not a professional
cartographer by training, but he was
deeply concerned with issues of global
justice and representation. He argued
that the Mercator projection, which had
become the standard for world maps in
classrooms, media, and popular culture,
perpetuated a distorted worldview that
exaggerated the size of Europe and
North America while minimizing the size
of Africa, Asia, and South America.
Peters believed this geographical




distortion reinforced colonial attitudes
and power imbalances.

Peters developed his projection as a
corrective measure. He worked with
cartographers to create an equal-area
cylindrical projection that would show
the true size relationships between
landmasses. When he unveiled his map
in 1974 at a press conference in Bonn,
Germany, it generated immediate
controversy. Cartographers criticized the
map for its shape distortions and for
Peters' claims that his projection was
novel when, in fact, a similar projection
had been developed by James Gall in
1855. Despite these criticisms, the
Peters projection gained widespread
attention and eventually became a
symbol of efforts to decolonize
geography and education.

The Gall-Peters
Projection: A
Clarification

It is important to note that the Peters
Projection Map Of The World is
essentially identical to the Gall
orthographic projection developed in the
mid-nineteenth century. For this reason,
many cartographers prefer to call it the
Gall-Peters projection. While Peters
initially claimed his map was an original
invention, historical research revealed
that James Gall had described a nearly
identical projection technique over a
century earlier. This controversy has
colored the reception of the Peters

4 Peters Projection Map Of The World

2024-02-14



Peters Projection Map Of The World 5

projection ever since. However,
regardless of who deserves credit for the
mathematical formulation, the map itself
remains a significant cultural and
educational artifact, and its impact on
public awareness of map bias cannot be
denied.

HOW THE PETERS PROJECTION
COMPARES TO THE MERCATOR
PROJECTION

To fully appreciate the significance of
the Peters Projection Map Of The
World, it is helpful to compare it directly
with the Mercator projection, which
remains the most widely recognized
world map. The differences are striking
and reveal how much a map can shape
our perception of global geography.

Size Distortion

On a Mercator projection, Greenland
appears roughly the same size as Africa.
In reality, Africa is approximately 14
times larger than Greenland. The Peters
projection corrects this distortion,
showing Africa stretching along the
equator as the vast continent it truly is.
Similarly, South America appears much
larger on the Peters map compared to
the Mercator, while Europe and North
America appear smaller. These size
corrections have profound implications
for how people understand the relative
importance and scale of different regions
of the world.



Shape Distortion

While the Mercator projection preserves
shapes locally, making it useful for
navigation, the Peters projection distorts
shapes considerably, especially near the
equator and poles. On the Peters map,
countries near the equator appear
stretched horizontally, while those near
the poles appear compressed vertically.
Africa, for example, looks elongated and
somewhat squashed compared to its
appearance on a globe. This shape
distortion is the price paid for accurate
area representation, and it is the main
reason many people find the Peters map
visually unappealing or difficult to
recognize.

Visual Familiarity

The Mercator projection benefits from
centuries of visual familiarity. People
have grown up seeing the world
depicted in Mercator style, so any
alternative looks strange or even wrong.
The Peters Projection Map Of The
World deliberately challenges that
familiarity, forcing viewers to reconsider
their assumptions about how the world
looks. This visual disorientation is part of
the map's educational purpose—it
reminds us that no flat map is neutral
and that all maps involve choices and
trade-offs.

THE CONTROVERSY AND DEBATE
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SURROUNDINGETHE ®RETERSedominantly white

PROJECTION

Few maps have generated as much
controversy as the Peters Projection
Map Of The World. At the heart of the
debate are questions about objectivity,
bias, and the purpose of maps in
education and public life.

Arguments in
Favor of the
Peters Projection

Supporters of the Peters projection
argue that it corrects a long-standing
bias in cartography. They contend that
the Mercator projection, by exaggerating

nations in the Northern Hemisphere, has
reinforced imperialist and racist
attitudes. By showing Africa, Asia, and
South America in their true proportions,
the Peters projection provides a more
equitable and globally conscious view of
the world. Many educators, international
organizations, and social justice
advocates have adopted the Peters
projection for these reasons. The map
has been used by UNESCO, Oxfam, and
many schools and universities as a tool
for promoting global awareness and
cultural sensitivity.

Arguments



Against the
Peters Projection

Critics, particularly professional
cartographers, have pointed out several
problems with the Peters projection.
First, they argue that the shape
distortions are so severe that the map is
impractical for many uses, such as
navigation or detailed geographic study.
Second, they contend that Peters
misrepresented the history of his
projection and exaggerated its novelty.
Third, many cartographers believe that
the debate between the Mercator and
Peters projections is overly simplistic, as
there are many other map projections
that offer better compromises between

shape and area than either of these two
extremes. Critics also note that the
Peters projection still distorts distance
and direction, making it unsuitable for
many everyday applications. Some
argue that the best solution is not to
replace the Mercator with the Peters, but
to use a variety of projections for
different purposes and to teach students
about the strengths and weaknesses of
each.

IMPACT ON EDUCATION AND
WORLDVIEWS

Despite the controversies, the Peters
Projection Map Of The World has had
a lasting impact on education and public
awareness. Many schools now teach
about map projections and the biases
inherent in different cartographic
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choices. The Peters projection has
become a case study in how seemingly
neutral tools like maps can carry political
and cultural messages. Teachers use the
comparison between Mercator and
Peters to spark discussions about
perspective, representation, and the
power of visual media to shape beliefs.

Beyond the classroom, the Peters
projection has influenced how
newspapers, magazines, and online
media depict the world. Some
publications have adopted equal-area
projections for their world maps, and the
broader conversation about map bias
has led to greater awareness of other
cartographic issues, such as the
arbitrary nature of the prime meridian
and the political implications of map
projections in general. The Peters

projection may not have replaced the
Mercator as the default world map, but it
has permanently changed how we think
about maps and their role in shaping our
understanding of the world.

CRITICISMS AND LIMITATIONS OF
THE PETERS PROJECTION MAP OF
THE WORLD

No discussion of the Peters Projection
Map Of The World would be complete
without an honest assessment of its
limitations. While the Peters projection
succeeds in representing area
accurately, it does so at a cost. Shape
distortion is significant, making some
continents and countries look unfamiliar
and stretched. This can be disorienting
for users and may reduce the map's
effectiveness for certain educational and



professional applications. Additionally,
the Peters projection does not
preserve angles or directions, which
limits its usefulness for navigation. Great
circle routes, for example, are not
represented as straight lines on the
Peters map, making it unsuitable for
planning voyages or flights.

Another limitation is that the Peters
projection is only one of many equal-
area projections available.
Cartographers have developed
numerous equal-area maps that offer
different trade-offs between shape,
distance, and area accuracy. The
Mollweide projection, the Hammer
projection, and the Sinusoidal projection
all provide equal-area representation
with different visual characteristics.
Some of these alternative projections
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produce less shape distortion than the
Peters projection, making them more
suitable for certain contexts. Thus, while
the Peters projection has been
valuable in raising awareness about map
bias, it is not necessarily the best equal-
area map for every situation.

MODERN USAGE AND RELEVANCE
OF THE PETERS PROJECTION

Today, the Peters Projection Map Of
The World continues to be used in
various contexts, particularly in
educational and advocacy settings. Many
schools display the Peters map alongside
the Mercator map to help students
understand the concept of map
projection and the idea that different
maps serve different purposes. Some
organizations that focus on global
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justice, development, and international
relations prefer the Peters projection as
a symbol of their commitment to
equitable representation. Maps based on
the Peters projection can be found in
textbooks, NGO reports, and online
resources dedicated to geographic
literacy.

In recent years, the rise of interactive
digital maps and geographic information
systems (GIS) has somewhat diminished
the importance of any single static
projection. Users can now zoom, pan,
and switch between different map
projections at will. However, the legacy
of the Peters projection remains
influential. It has permanently shifted
the conversation about maps from
purely technical considerations to
broader questions of ethics,
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representation, and cultural sensitivity.
The Peters projection may not be the
perfect map, but it has served as an
important reminder that all maps are
human creations, shaped by the values
and biases of their creators.

CONCLUSION

The Peters Projection Map Of The
World stands as a landmark in the
history of cartography, not because it is
a flawless map, but because it forced us
to ask important questions about how
we represent our planet. By prioritizing
area accuracy over shape familiarity, the
Peters projection challenged the
dominance of the Mercator projection
and highlighted the ways in which maps
can reflect and reinforce cultural and
political biases. While the map has faced



significant criticism from professional
cartographers for its shape distortions
and historical inaccuracies, its impact on
education and public awareness is
undeniable. The Peters projection taught
us that maps are not neutral—they are
arguments about what matters, who
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counts, and how we see the world.
Whether you prefer the Peters
projection, the Mercator projection, or
one of the many other available
projections, the most important lesson is
to think critically about the maps we use
and the perspectives
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