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UNDERSTANDING THE MYTHOS
OF SAMCRO IN SONS OF
ANARCHY

For  fans  of  the  critically  acclaimed
television  series  Sons  of  Anarchy,  the
t e r m  " S a m  C r o w "  i s  i n s t a n t l y
recognizable.  But  for  newcomers,  the
question "Who Is Sam Crow Sons Of
Anarchy?"  can be a bit  puzzling.  The
simple answer is that "Sam Crow" is a
colloquial,  shorthand  nickname for  the
club's  full  name:  Sons  of  Anarchy
Motorcycle Club,  Redwood Original
(SAMCRO).  However,  the  deeper
meaning  goes  far  beyond  a  mere
acronym. SAMCRO is the heart and soul
of the show, a complex brotherhood of
outlaws navigating a world of violence,
loyalty,  and  small-town  politics  in  the
fictional  town  of  Charming,  California.
This  article  will  explore  every  facet  of
SAMCRO—its origins,  its  key members,
its  internal  structure,  its  criminal
enterprises,  and its  enduring legacy in
television history.
To  truly  understand  "Sam  Crow,"  you
must first understand that the club is not
just a gang; it  is a family, a business,
and  a  way  of  life.  The  phrase  "Sam
Crow"  rolls  off  the  tongue  of  characters
like  Jax  Teller  and  Clay  Morrow,  often
used  with  a  mix  of  pride,  dread,  and
desperation. It represents a code, a set
of values that are both noble and deeply
flawed.  So,  let's  dive  deep  into  the
redwood forests of California and unpack

everything  you  need  to  know  about
SAMCRO.

The Origin of
SAMCRO: A
Legacy Forged in
Blood
The  fictional  history  of  the  Sons  of
Anarchy Motorcycle Club stretches back
to  the  aftermath  of  World  War  I I .
According to the show's  lore,  the club
was founded by returning soldiers who
could  not  reintegrate  into  mainstream
society.  They  craved  the  brotherhood,
adrenaline, and purpose they had found
in  combat.  The  Redwood  Original
charter,  based  in  Charming,  was  the
very  first  chapter.  The  club's  iconic
emblem—a  grim  reaper  holding  a
flaming  skull  and  a  gun,  with  the
acronym  "SAMCRO"  st i tched  in
gold—was  designed  to  strike  fear  and
command respect.
The  founding  president  was  a  man
named John Teller,  along with his best
friend and co-founder, Clay Morrow. John
Teller's wife, Gemma, would become the
matriarch of the club. John Teller had a
vision  for  SAMCRO  that  was  more
idealistic:  a  club  that  protected  the
innocent  and  operated  with  a  strict
moral  code,  even  while  engaging  in
illegal activities. However, the reality of
running  a  criminal  enterprise  soon
corrupted  that  vision.  John  Teller's

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Who Is Sam Crow Sons Of Anarchy 2026-03-21

mysterious death—later revealed to be a
murder  orchestrated  by  Clay  and
Gemma—set  the  stage  for  the  entire
series.  His  son,  Jackson  "Jax"  Teller,
would  inherit  this  legacy  and  spend
seven seasons wrestling with his father's
ghost and the true meaning of SAMCRO.

Who Are the Key
Members of
SAMCRO?
The club's membership is a tightly knit
brotherhood, with each member playing
a  distinct  role.  Here  are  the  most
prominent  figures  of  the  SAMCRO
charter:

Jackson "Jax" Teller: The
protagonist of the series. Jax is a
thoughtful, conflicted outlaw who
rises from Vice President to
President. He is constantly torn
between the life he was born into
and his desire to create a
legitimate future for his sons. Jax
represents the potential for
change within SAMCRO.
Clay Morrow: The ruthless,
ambitious President at the start of
the series. Clay is a traditionalist
who believes in the club's power
and wealth above all else. He is
Jax's stepfather and a man who
will kill anyone, including close
friends, to maintain control. Clay
embodies the dark, corrupt heart
of SAMCRO.
Gemma Teller Morrow: The
fierce and manipulative matriarch.
Though not a patched member,
Gemma wields immense influence
over the club. She is the emotional

core and often the villain of the
story, willing to do anything to
protect her family and the club,
even if it means destroying them.
Robert "Bobby" Munson: The
club's soul and resident musician.
Bobby provides comic relief and a
moral compass, often acting as the
voice of reason. He is fiercely loyal
but deeply affected by the
violence around him.
Alex "Tig" Trager: A volatile,
unpredictable Sergeant at Arms.
Tig is intensely loyal to Clay and
later to Jax. He has a dark, sadistic
streak but also a deep capacity for
love and loyalty, making him one
of the most tragic characters.
Filip "Chibs" Telford: A Scottish
former member of the IRA who
finds redemption in SAMCRO.
Chibs is one of Jax's most trusted
advisors, known for his sharp wit
and unwavering loyalty. He
becomes Vice President later in
the series.
Juan Carlos "Juice" Ortiz: A
vulnerable and technically gifted
member of the club. Juice is
constantly struggling with his
identity and his loyalty, leading
him to make tragic mistakes that
have devastating consequences
for the entire club.
Wayne Unser: While not a
patched member, the former
police chief is a close ally of
Gemma and SAMCRO. His history
with the club, and especially his
love for Gemma, makes him a
crucial part of the SAMCRO story.
He helps them evade law
enforcement and provides
strategic advice.

These individuals, along with others like
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Opie Winston,  Happy Lowman,  and
Quinn, form the core of SAMCRO. Each
member  has  a  specific  job  within  the
club,  from  road  captain  to  treasurer,
ensuring  the  organization  runs  like  a
well-oiled, albeit violent, machine.

The Structure
and Hierarchy of
SAMCRO
SAMCRO  operates  under  a  str ict
organizational  hierarchy,  common
among  outlaw  motorcycle  clubs.
Understanding  this  structure  is  key  to
answering "Who Is  Sam Crow Sons Of
Anarchy?"  f rom  an  operat iona l
perspective.

The President: The ultimate1.
authority. The President has the
final say on all club matters, from
membership to major criminal
deals. Clay and later Jax hold this
position.
The Vice President (VP): The2.
second-in-command. The VP
assists the President and steps in
when the President is unavailable.
Jax starts as VP under Clay.
The Secretary/Treasurer:3.
Handles the club's finances,
record-keeping, and paperwork.
Bobby Munson often fills this dual
role.
The Sergeant at Arms: The4.
enforcer. This member is
responsible for club security,
discipline within the club, and
carrying out violent orders. Tig is
the most famous Sergeant at
Arms.
The Road Captain: Plans routes5.

for club runs, manages logistics of
travel, and ensures the safety of
members on the road.
Patched Members (Full Patch):6.
Full members who have proven
their loyalty and can vote on club
matters. They wear the full
SAMCRO reaper patch.
Prospects: Men seeking full7.
membership. They perform menial
tasks for the club and are tested
for loyalty. They wear a bottom
rocker with "Prospect" on their
cuts.
Hangarounds: Associates who8.
are not yet prospects but spend
time at the clubhouse and have
proven themselves somewhat
useful.

This hierarchy is strictly enforced. Votes
are taken on important decisions, and a
single dissenting vote can often block a
proposal,  depending  on  the  club's
bylaws. The respect for the structure is
what  keeps  SAMCRO  from  descending
into complete chaos, even when internal
conflicts threaten to tear it apart.

The Business of
SAMCRO: Guns,
Drugs, and
Legitimate
Fronts
SAMCRO is not just a social club; it is a
highly  profitable  criminal  enterprise.
Their primary business for much of the
series  is  the  illegal  arms  trade.  They
import and distribute weapons, ranging
from handguns to heavy automatic rifles.
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This  business  brings  them  into  conflict
with  rival  gangs,  the  Russian  mafia,  the
Irish IRA, and even the U.S. government.
To  cover  their  i l legal  operations,
SAMCRO  owns  and  operates  several
legitimate businesses in Charming. The
most important  is  OTM (One Twenty
Mayhem) Mechanic Automotive,  the
club's auto repair shop and clubhouse.
This serves as their front for meetings,
stash-houses,  and  a  place  to  work  on
bikes. They also own a pornographic film
studio  (Cara  Cara)  and  a  towing
company,  which  provide  legitimate
income  and  a  way  to  launder  money.
The club also engages in drug trafficking,
extortion,  and  protection  rackets.
However,  the  show's  central  conflict
often revolves around their attempts to
go legitimate, particularly through Jax's
desire to get out of  the gun business.
This ambition puts him directly at odds
with  Clay  and  the  more  traditional
members who see the illegal  trade as
the club's lifeblood.

The Code of
SAMCRO:
Loyalty,
Brotherhood, and
the Bylaws
The  most  defining  characteristic  of
SAMCRO is its strict code of conduct. The
club's  bylaws are sacred.  They dictate
everything from how to wear the patch
to how to punish a member who betrays
the  club.  The  most  important  rules
include:

No assault on another
member's old lady (wife or
significant other).
No cowardice in the face of the
enemy.
No talking to law enforcement
without a lawyer present.
Patched members must ride a
Harley-Davidson motorcycle.
The club comes first, before
family, money, or personal
safety.

Violation of  these bylaws can result  in
being "patched out" (expelled) or even
death. The ultimate punishment is being
"unpatched" and stripped of one's cut.
The club's motto is "John 15:13," which
translates to "Greater love has no one
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
fr iends."  This  bibl ical  reference
underscores  the  cult-like  loyalty  that
SAMCRO  demands.  The  clubhouse
meetings,  always  conducted  with  the
"gavel"  (a metal  hammer used by the
President),  are  sacred  spaces  where
business  and  personal  grievances  are
settled.  The  use  of  the  word  "Sam
Crow" is often a term of endearment or
a  rallying  cry,  reminding  members  of
their bond.

Why "Sam
Crow"? The
Name Revealed
The  nickname  "Sam  Crow"  is  derived
simply  from  the  acronym  SAMCRO.
When spoken quickly, "SAMCRO" sounds
l ike  "Sam  Crow."  I t ’s  a  phonetic
convenience that became a recognized
alias  for  the club.  In  the world  of  the
show, members and even rivals use the
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term interchangeably. It adds a layer of
folklore  and  informality  to  the  club's
official  name.  For  fans,  asking  "Who  Is
Sam  Crow  Sons  Of  Anarchy?"  is
essentially asking who the club is as a
collective entity. The answer is that Sam
Crow is  the  embodiment  of  the  club's
spirit—a  blend  of  freedom,  family,
violence,  and  tragedy.

The Legacy of
SAMCRO in
Popular Culture
Sons  of  Anarchy  became  a  cultural
phenomenon  in  large  part  because  of
the depth of the SAMCRO organization.
Unlike  many  TV  gangs,  SAMCRO  was
presented as a complex family with its
own  history,  pol i t ics,  and  moral
ambiguities. The show explored themes
of  loyal ty ,  fatherhood,  and  the
impossibility of escaping one's past. The
characters  of  Jax,  Clay,  and  Gemma
have become iconic antiheroes.
The  impact  of  "Sam  Crow"  extends
beyond  the  show.  It  inspired  a  spin-off
series, Mayans M.C., which explores the

life  of  the  Mayan  Motorcycle  Club,
SAMCRO's  rivals  and  later  allies.  The
c loth ing  l ine  and  merchandise
associated  with  the  show  keep  the
SAMCRO logo alive. Fans often identify
with  the  club's  sense  of  brotherhood,
even while recognizing its deeply flawed
nature.  The  phrase  "Sam  Crow"  has
become shorthand for a particular kind
of  outlaw  mystique—one  that  is  both
alluring and dangerous.

Conclusion: The
Enduring
Question of
Identity
So, who is Sam Crow Sons Of Anarchy?
Sam Crow is not a single person. It is a
collective,  a  living  entity  that  outlives
any individual member. It  is the club's
identity, its brand, and its soul. From the
founding  ideals  of  John  Teller  to  the
tumultuous  reign  of  Jax,  SAMCRO
represents the eternal struggle between
order and chaos, love and hate, and the
desire  to  belong  versus  the  need  to
break free. The club is a microcosm


