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INTRODUCTION: A TIMELESS TALE OF FRIENDSHIP AND FORGIVENESS

There are certain children's books that transcend generations, quietly teaching profound life lessons while wrapping them in the warmth of a
captivating story. Among these treasured volumes sits Enemy Pie Reading Rainbow Book By Derek Munson, a picture book that has become a
staple in homes, schools, and libraries since its publication. With the beloved Reading Rainbow television series featuring it as a read-aloud, this
story reached millions of young viewers, cementing its place in childhood memories.
At first glance, the premise is simple: a boy learns how to turn his biggest enemy into his best friend using a mysterious pie. But beneath the surface,
this book offers something far deeper. It explores the complexities of childhood relationships, the power of perspective, and the often overlooked art
of making amends. For parents and educators searching for meaningful children's friendship books, Enemy Pie remains a standout choice that
continues to resonate with newly emerging readers and seasoned storytellers alike.

THE STORY BEHIND ENEMY PIE: A QUICK OVERVIEW

Enemy Pie tells the story of a young boy who is devastated when a new kid named Jeremy Ross moves into his neighborhood. In the boy's eyes,
Jeremy commits the ultimate offense: he laughs at the boy's best friend, invites him over for a trampoline party, and generally makes the protagonist
feel left out and angry. The boy declares Jeremy his number one enemy.
Fortunately, the boy's father has a secret recipe for something called enemy pie. He explains that the pie works by making the enemy disappear, but
first, the boy must spend an entire day with Jeremy and be nice to him. Reluctantly, the boy agrees. Over the course of the day, the two children play
together, share snacks, and discover that they actually have a lot in common. By the time the pie is served that evening, the boy realizes that his so-
called enemy is really a friend waiting to be discovered. The story ends with the boys planning their next adventure together, proving that the pie's
magic was never about the ingredients at all.
This charming narrative has made the Enemy Pie Reading Rainbow Book By Derek Munson a classic resource for teaching social emotional
learning concepts to children. The story gently models how empathy, shared experiences, and a willingness to extend kindness can dissolve even
the most bitter rivalries.

Who Is Derek Munson? The Author Behind the Magic
Derek Munson is an author who has written relatively few books, but his contribution to children's literature with Enemy Pie is undeniable. Munson
wrote the story based on a family tradition. As a child, he heard his father talk about a secret recipe for getting rid of enemies, and the concept stuck
with him. Years later, Munson transformed that childhood memory into a book that would touch countless lives.
Munson's writing style is direct, warm, and deeply relatable. He captures the voice of a young boy with authenticity, including the exaggerated
emotions  and  dramatic  declarations  that  define  childhood.  The  text  balances  humor  with  heartfelt  moments,  allowing  readers  to  laugh  while  also
absorbing the story's central message. The Enemy Pie Reading Rainbow Book By Derek Munson remains his most recognized work, and it
continues to be a favorite among teachers who use it to facilitate discussions about conflict resolution, emotional regulation, and friendship.

THE READING RAINBOW CONNECTION: A HALLMARK OF QUALITY

For those who grew up in the 1980s and 1990s, Reading Rainbow was more than just a television show. It was a gateway to a universe of stories,
hosted by the incomparable LeVar Burton. Each episode featured a book read aloud, often with animated illustrations, and was followed by a real-
world exploration related to the book's themes. When Enemy Pie was featured on Reading Rainbow, it received the ultimate endorsement for
quality children's literature.
The Reading Rainbow episode for Enemy Pie brought the story to life with vivid narration and engaging visuals. The episode also included segments
where children talked about their own experiences with making new friends and resolving conflicts.  This combination of storytelling and real-world
connection is exactly what made Reading Rainbow so powerful. Featuring the Enemy Pie Reading Rainbow Book By Derek Munson on the
show introduced the book to a national audience and helped solidify its reputation as a must-read for early elementary students.
Even today, the episode serves as a valuable teaching tool. Teachers can show the video in class and then dive into the book for a deeper discussion.
This multi-modal approach supports literacy development and helps children connect abstract concepts about friendship and empathy to concrete
examples.

THEMES AND LESSONS: MORE THAN JUST A STORY ABOUT PIE

One of the reasons the Enemy Pie Reading Rainbow Book By Derek Munson has endured for more than two decades is the richness of its

themes. While the plot is straightforward, the underlying messages are layered and profound.

Empathy and Perspective Taking
The entire story hinges on the protagonist's inability to see things from Jeremy's point of view. The boy assumes Jeremy is mean and unfriendly
without any real evidence. Only by spending time with Jeremy does he realize that they share common interests and that Jeremy might have been
nervous about moving to a new neighborhood. The book models how empathy can break down assumptions and help children see others as
individuals rather than as threats.

The Role of Adults in Guiding Social Development
The father in Enemy Pie  is  a quiet  but powerful  presence.  He does not lecture his  son or force him to be friends with Jeremy. Instead,  he offers a
playful solution that requires the boy to take the first step. This shows children that adults can support them without solving every problem for them.
It also models a gentle, patient approach to parenting that many adults appreciate.

Conflict Resolution Through Action
The  boy  does  not  just  sit  around  thinking  about  how  to  resolve  his  conflict  with  Jeremy.  He  takes  action  by  spending  time  with  him.  The  story
demonstrates that friendships are built through shared experiences, not through wishes or conversations alone. Playing, talking, laughing, and even
enjoying a slice of pie together are concrete steps that lead to a genuine connection.

Letting Go of Prejudice
Before meeting Jeremy, the boy has already made up his mind about him based on very little information. This is a common human tendency, even
among adults. The book gently challenges this tendency by showing how wrong the boy's initial judgments were. It encourages readers, both young
and old, to give others a fair chance before deciding they don't like them.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS: THE BOY, JEREMY, AND THE WISE FATHER

The characters in Enemy Pie are not deeply developed in terms of backstory or interior life, but they are instantly recognizable archetypes. The
unnamed boy represents every child who has ever felt excluded, jealous, or angry. His emotions are big and real. Jeremy Ross is initially presented as
a stereotypical new kid who seems to be taking over the boy's world, but as the story progresses, he becomes a sympathetic figure simply looking for
a friend.
The father is arguably the most fascinating character. He speaks in a calm, measured way and never once criticizes his son for his negative feelings.
Instead, he offers a tool for transformation, the enemy pie recipe. His wisdom lies in his ability to guide without controlling. He trusts the process and
lets the children discover the truth on their own. For many readers, the father is a model of supportive, non-judgmental parenting.

WHY THIS BOOK WORKS SO WELL FOR CHILDREN

Children's  literature  experts  often  point  to  the  combination  of  relatable  conflict,  gentle  humor,  and  clear  resolution  as  key  ingredients  for  a
successful picture book. The Enemy Pie Reading Rainbow Book By Derek Munson excels in all three areas.

Relatable Conflict: Almost every child has experienced feeling jealous of someone or believing that another child is an enemy. The specificity
of Jeremy laughing at the boy's best friend or excluding him from a trampoline party feels authentic to playground dynamics.
Gentle Humor: The idea of a pie that gets rid of enemies is inherently funny. The boy's earnest belief in the pie's power adds a layer of
sweetness to the story. Children enjoy the absurdity of the situation while also understanding the deeper meaning.
Clear Resolution: The story ends with the boy realizing that his enemy is actually his friend. This unambiguous happy ending provides comfort
and reassurance. It tells children that conflicts can be resolved and that friendships can bloom from unexpected places.

EDUCATIONAL APPLICATIONS: USING ENEMY PIE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Enemy Pie Reading Rainbow Book By Derek Munson is widely used in elementary classrooms for a variety of purposes. Its versatility makes
it an excellent addition to any social emotional learning curriculum.
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Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary
Teachers can use the book to teach key reading skills such as predicting, summarizing, and identifying character motivation. Vocabulary words like
"enemy," "recipe," and "hopscotch" can be introduced and discussed in context. The Reading Rainbow episode adds a visual layer that supports
comprehension for English language learners and struggling readers.

Writing Prompts and Creative Activities
After reading the book, teachers can ask students to write about a time they made a new friend or resolved a disagreement. They can also invite
children to create their own recipe for an "enemy pie" or a "friendship pie," listing ingredients that promote kindness, sharing, and understanding.
These activities engage students creatively while reinforcing the book's themes.

Discussion Circles and Social Skills Groups
The book lends itself beautifully to guided discussion. Questions such as "Why did the boy think Jeremy was his enemy?" or "How did spending the
day together change their relationship?" help children practice perspective taking and critical thinking. In social skills groups, the book can be used to
talk about strategies for approaching new children or repairing friendships after a fight.

Art Integration
Art teachers often use Enemy Pie as a springboard for creating visual representations of emotions. Students can draw what a "friend pie" or an
"enemy pie" might look like, using colors, textures, and symbols to convey meaning. This interdisciplinary approach deepens engagement and allows

children to express their understanding in non-verbal ways.

COMPARISON WITH OTHER CHILDREN'S BOOKS ABOUT FRIENDSHIP

The Enemy Pie Reading Rainbow Book By Derek Munson occupies a unique space within the broader category of picture books about
friendship. Books like Stick and Stone by Beth Ferry, The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig, and Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson also explore
themes of inclusion, empathy, and kindness. However, Enemy Pie stands out for its focus on the specific dynamic of an "enemy" relationship and the
clever plot device of the pie itself.
Unlike some books that are explicitly didactic, Enemy Pie does not lecture. The lesson emerges organically from the story. The father never says "you
should be kind to Jeremy." Instead, he creates a situation where kindness becomes the natural outcome. This subtlety is part of the book's enduring
appeal.

THE ILLUSTRATIONS: VISUAL STORYTELLING AT ITS BEST

While the text of Enemy Pie is excellent, the illustrations by Tara Calahan King are equally crucial to the book's success. The watercolor and ink
drawings capture the emotional arc of the story with remarkable clarity. The boy's scowling face at the beginning contrasts sharply with the relaxed,
happy expressions he wears by the end. The illustrations also include subtle details that reward repeated readings, such as the way the father's facial
expressions change throughout the story.
The visual presentation of the pie itself is memorable: a golden, bubbling concoction with a mysterious aura. Children often wonder what is in the pie,
and the book never reveals the recipe. This mystery invites conversation and speculation, keeping the story alive long after the last page is turned.

LASTING LEGACY AND CONTINUED RELEVANCE

In an age of increasing screen time and digital communication, the


