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In the pantheon of
British crime fiction,
few names command
as much respect as
that of Lynda La
Plante. A master
storyteller known for
her meticulous
research and
compelling character
development, La Plante
has spent decades
crafting narratives that
burrow deep into the
psyche of both the
criminal and the law

enforcer. Among her
extensive bibliography,
the novel Blind Fury
Lynda La Plante
stands as a particularly
potent entry in the
Anna Travis series. This
book is not merely a
procedural thriller; it is
a complex exploration
of identity, resilience,
and the haunting
shadows of the past.
For readers seeking a
narrative that blends
the grit of a police
investigation with the
suspense of a
psychological puzzle,
Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante delivers a
masterclass in tension.
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Before delving into the
specifics of this book, it
is crucial to understand
its place within La
Plante's larger work.
The Anna Travis series,
which began with

Above Suspicion,
follows the career of a
young Detective

Constable who rises
through the ranks of
the London
Metropolitan Police.
Over the course of the
series, readers witness
Anna transform from a
tentative rookie into a
formidable Detective
Chief Inspector. Blind

This novel leverages
the history of the
character, allowing the
reader to feel the
weight of Anna's
experiences as she
confronts a new,
deeply unsettling
threat.

Unlike standalone
thrillers, this book
benefits from the rich
backstory of its
protagonist. The reader
already knows Anna's
vulnerabilities, her
complicated

relationship with her
deceased mentor (DCI
James Langton), and
her relentless drive for
justice. This pre-
existing emotional
investment makes the
high-stakes narrative
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of Blind Fury Lynda
La Plante all the more

Plot
Overview
- A Killer
In the
Shadows

The central premise of
Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante is both simple
and terrifying. A body
is discovered in a
drainage ditch off a
quiet English road. The
victim is a young
woman, and the scene
is brutal. However, the
initial investigation
points toward a very
obvious suspect—a
local man with a
history of violence and
a clear connection to
the victim. The case

seems ready to be
closed before it has
truly begun.

But Anna Travis is not
satisfied. ~ Something
about the neatness of
the evidence bothers
her. As she digs
deeper, she begins to
uncover a pattern that
connects this murder
to a series of other
unsolved
disappearances. The
narrative pivots
sharply when it
appears that the true
killer is not the man in
custody, but someone
else entirely—a ghost
who has been
operating undetected
for years. The core of
Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante revolves
around Anna’s
relentless pursuit of
this elusive predator, a
suspect she dubs the
"traveller" due to his
mobility and lack of a
fixed home base.



The investigation takes
Anna from the grim
urban sprawl of London

to the isolated,
haunting landscapes of
the English

countryside. La Plante
excels at wusing
environment to build
mood; the remote
motorway service
stations, the forgotten
villages, and the
oppressive silences of
the countryside
become characters in
their own right. The
hunt is not just for a
killer, but for truth
hidden beneath layers
of police assumption
and procedural
laziness.

Character
Study:

The
Resilient
DCI
Travis

What truly elevates
Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante above standard
crime fare is the depth
of its central character.
Anna Travis is not a
superhero; she is a
woman plagued by
doubt, pushed to the
brink of exhaustion,
and haunted by the
faces of the victims she
couldn't save. In this
novel, La Plante puts
Anna under immense
psychological pressure.

Anna is forced to fight
a two-front war.
Externally, she s
hunting a serial killer
who leaves almost no
forensic trace.
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Internally, she s
battling the
institutional resistance
of a police force that
wants the easy
conviction, not the
complex truth. Her
colleagues, frustrated
by her insistence on
reopening a "solved"
case, begin to question
her judgment. This
isolation is a recurring
theme in the series,
but in Blind Fury, it
reaches a fever pitch.
Anna is alone in the
wilderness, both
literally and
metaphorically.

Her investigative
methods in this novel
highlight her evolution.
She relies less on the
blunt force of
interrogation and more
on the subtle art of
behavioral analysis and
geographic  profiling.
She studies the map of
the killings like a
general planning a

campaign. This
intellectual approach
makes the
denouement of Blind
Fury Lynda La
Plante incredibly
satisfying, as it is her
brain, not just her
badge, that ultimately
wins the day.

The Role
of

Forensic
Technolo

gy

While La Plante is
famous for her early
work that predated the
CSl era, Blind Fury
Lynda La Plante

embraces modern
forensic science
without letting it

overshadow the human
element of detective



work. The novel
features detailed
discussions of cell site
analysis, vehicle
tracking, and DNA
testing. However, La
Plante is careful to
show the limitations of
technology.

In this book, the killer
is aware of forensic
techniques. He is a
"clean" criminal, taking
pains to avoid leaving
trace evidence. This
forces Anna to rely on
old-fashioned detective

work: witness
interviews, traffic
cameras, and the
painstaking

reconstruction of
timelines. The balance
between high-tech and
human intuition is
masterfully handled.
Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante argues that
while science is a tool,
the most powerful
weapon a detective
has is the ability to see

patterns where others
see chaos.

Narrative
Style and
Pacing

Lynda La Plante writes
with a cinematic flair.
Her prose is tight,
unpretentious, and
driven by dialogue.
Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante is a long book,
but it reads quickly.
The chapters are short,
often ending on
cliffhangers that
compel the reader to
turn the page. La
Plante uses multiple
points of view,
occasionally shifting to
the perspective of the
killer or the victims,
which adds a layer of
dramatic irony.

The pacing S
deliberate. The first
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third of the book is a
slow burn, establishing
the procedural
roadblocks and the
initial disbelief of
Anna’s superiors. The
middle section
accelerates as the
bodies begin to pile up
and the pattern
becomes undeniable.
The final third is a
sprint, leading to a
tense and violent
confrontation. Readers
of Blind Fury Lynda
La Plante often note
that the book is
difficult to put down
once the investigation
hits its stride in the
second half.

Thematic
Depth:
Blindness

and
Vision

The title of the novel is
deliberately
metaphorical. Blind
Fury Lynda La
Plante is not about a
blind character in the
literal sense, but about
the blindness of the
justice system. La
Plante critiques the
"tunnel vision" that
plagues many police
investigations—the
tendency of detectives
to fixate on a single
suspect to the

exclusion of all other
evidence.

Anna’s struggle is to
make her colleagues
see what she sees. She

is  fighting against
willful blindness,
laziness, and the

bureaucratic desire for
a quick resolution. The
"fury" in the title refers



to her righteous anger
at this systemic failure.
It also refers to the
cold, calculated rage of
the killer, who views
his victims as objects
to be discarded. La
Plante weaves these
thematic threads
together beautifully,
creating a novel that is
as much a social
commentary as it is a
thriller.

Additionally, the book
explores the concept of
"blind spots" in human
relationships. Anna’s
personal life is in
disarray during this
investigation. Her
inability to see the
truth in her own
romantic

entanglements mirrors
the professional
blindness she s
fighting against. This
parallel between
personal and
professional clarity
adds a layer of

emotional resonance
that makes Blind Fury
Lynda La Plante a
richer reading
experience.

Comparis
on to
Other
Works In
the
Series

For fans of the Anna
Travis series, Blind
Fury represents a
turning point. It is
darker and more
psychologically

complex than some of
the earlier entries.
While books like Clean
Cut focused on grizzly
murders with high
body counts, Blind Fury
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is more interested in
the mental chess game
between detective and
killer.

It also serves as a
bridge to the later
novels in the series,
where Anna becomes
more jaded and wary
of the system. The
trauma she
experiences in Blind
Fury Lynda La
Plante informs her
decisions in
subsequent books.
Readers who start with
this novel will be
impressed by the plot,
but those who have
followed the series
from the beginning will
appreciate the subtle
character growth that
La Plante demonstrates
here.

Why This

Book
Resonate
s with
Modern
Readers

In an era of true crime
obsession and cold
case documentaries,
Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante feels incredibly
timely. It appeals to
the public fascination
with the psychology of
serial killers and the
fallibility of police work.
The book does not
glorify the Kkiller;
instead, it focuses on
the painstaking work
required to bring him
to justice.

Readers are also drawn
to the authenticity of
the procedural details.
La Plante, having



created the iconic
television series Prime
Suspect, knows the
world of the British
police force intimately.
The paperwork, the
politics, the power
struggles—all of it is
rendered with a fidelity
that makes the
fictional world feel real.
This authenticity is a
hallmark of Blind Fury
Lynda La Plante and
a major reason for its
enduring popularity.

Furthermore, the novel
offers a strong,
complex female
protagonist at its
center. Anna Travis is
not a victim; she is a
warrior. She makes
mistakes, she gets
scared, but she never
quits. In a genre often
dominated by male
detectives or female
victims, Anna Travis
stands out as a fully
realized character who
commands respect.
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This makes Blind Fury
Lynda La Plante a
particularly compelling
read for those seeking
feminist crime fiction
that doesn't sacrifice
plot for messaging.

Critical
Reception
and
Legacy

Upon its release, Blind
Fury Lynda La
Plante received strong
reviews from critics
who praised La Plante’s
ability to maintain
suspense over a
sprawling narrative.
Many noted that it was
one of the best entries
in the Anna Travis
series. The book was
praised for its twist
ending, which is both
surprising and earned.
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La Plante does not
cheat the reader; all
the clues are present
upon a second reading.

The novel has also
been adapted into an
audio book format,
where the narrator's
performance adds an
extra layer of tension
to the already gripping
story. For many fans,
Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante is the book
they recommend to
newcomers who want
to understand why the
Anna Travis series has
sold millions of copies
worldwide.

It stands as a
testament to La
Plante’s skill that this
book, published later in
her career, feels as
fresh and urgent as her
early work. She proves
that experience can
lead to refinement, not
stagnation.
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Final
Thoughts
on a

Gripping
Thriller

Blind Fury Lynda La
Plante is more than
just a crime novel; it is
a deep dive into the
human capacity for
obsession, both in the
pursuit of evil and in
the fight for justice. It
challenges the reader
to look beyond the
obvious, to question
assumptions, and to
understand that the
most dangerous
monsters are often the
ones hiding in plain
sight. La Plante's prose
is sharp, her characters
are memorable, and
her plot is a



meticulously
constructed puzzle.

For anyone looking to
immerse themselves in
a world of procedural
grit and psychological
complexity, this book is
an essential read. It
highlights the very best
of British crime writing
and confirms Lynda La
Plante's status as a
grand dame of the
genre. Whether you
are a long-time
follower of Anna Travis
or a newcomer to the
series, Blind Fury
Lynda La Plante
offers a reading
experience that is both
intellectually
stimulating and
emotionally draining in
the best possible way.
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landscape of crime
fiction, Blind Fury
Lynda La Plante
manages to stand out
through sheer quality
and depth. It offers a
perfect blend of
character-driven drama
and riveting detective
work. The novel takes
the reader on a
harrowing journey
through the dark
underbelly of society,
guided by the steady
hand of one of
literature's most
resilient heroines.
Whether you are drawn
to the forensic details,
the psychological
warfare, or the
compelling evolution of
DCI Anna Travis, this
book delivers on every
front. It is a dark,

CONCLUSION furious, and ultimately
In the <crowded hopeful
12 Blind Fury Lynda La Plante  2025-02-02



