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UNDERSTANDING THE AFFIDAVIT OF MARRIAGE
RELATIONSHIP BY A THIRD PARTY

When it comes to proving the validity of a marriage, especially in
legal, immigration, or administrative contexts, an affidavit of
marriage relationship by third party can serve as a powerful
piece of evidence. This sworn statement, provided by someone
who has direct knowledge of the couple's relationship, helps
establish that a marriage is genuine and not entered into for
fraudulent purposes. Whether you are navigating immigration
processes, settling estate matters, or verifying marital status for
official records, understanding the role and structure of this
document is essential.

This article provides a complete guide to the affidavit of marriage
relationship by a third party, including its purpose, key
components, a detailed sample, and practical writing tips that
ensures your document meets legal and procedural
requirements.

What Is an Affidavit of
Marriage Relationship by a
Third Party?

An affidavit of marriage relationship by third party is a
notarized written statement made by an individual—neither
spouse—who can attest to the legitimacy and authenticity of a
marriage. The third party, often a family member, close friend,
neighbor, or colleague, provides personal observations and
details about the couple's life together, their interactions, and the
nature of their relationship.

This affidavit is commonly required by U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) during the green card application
process, particularly for marriage-based visas. It is also used in
family law cases, inheritance disputes, and situations where the
couple's marriage certificate alone is insufficient proof of a
genuine union.
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When Is This Affidavit
Needed?

Several scenarios call for a third-party affidavit attesting to a
marriage relationship:

¢ Immigration proceedings: When applying for a
marriage-based green card, USCIS officers often request
affidavits from friends and family to confirm the
relationship is real. This is especially common if the couple
has been married for a short time or has limited joint
documentation.

e Estate and probate matters: If there is a dispute over
inheritance rights, a third-party affidavit can help verify the
marital status of the deceased and the surviving spouse.

¢ Insurance and benefits claims: Some insurance
companies or government agencies may require third-party
verification of a marriage before granting spousal benefits.

e Legal separation or divorce cases: Courts may accept
affidavits from third parties as evidence of the marriage's
duration and nature during divorce or separation hearings.

In all these contexts, the affidavit provides a credible, firsthand
account that supplements official marriage records and other
documentary evidence.

Key Elements of a Strong
Affidavit of Marriage
Relationship

To be effective, an affidavit of marriage relationship by a third
party must include specific details that demonstrate the affiant's
knowledge and the genuineness of the marriage. Below are the
essential components:

1. Case or reference number (if applicable): Include any
relevant immigration case number, court docket number,
or file reference to ensure the affidavit is associated with
the correct matter.

2. Full legal name and contact information of the
affiant: The third party must provide their name, address,
phone number, and often their date of birth and
occupation.

3. Relationship to the couple: Clearly state how the affiant
knows the spouses—whether as a friend, relative, co-
worker, or neighbor—and for how long.

4. Personal knowledge statement: The affiant must affirm
that the information provided is based on their own
observations and interactions with the couple, not on
hearsay.

5. Specific details about the marriage: Include
observations about the couple's living arrangements,
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shared activities, emotional bond, communication patterns,
and public behavior.

6. Notary acknowledgment: The affidavit must be signed in
the presence of a notary public to be legally valid. The
notary will verify the affiant's identity and witness the
signature.

7. Date and signature block: The document must be dated
and signed by the affiant, with a separate section for the
notary's seal and signature.

Sample Affidavit of
Marriage Relationship by
Third Party

Below is a sample affidavit that illustrates how the document is
structured. This sample is for illustrative purposes only and
should be tailored to the specific facts of each case.

AFFIDAVIT OF MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIP BY THIRD PARTY
I, Maria Santos, being duly sworn, depose and state as follows:

1. 1 am a citizen of the United States, residing at 123 Oak Street,
Anytown, California 90210. | am over the age of 18 and have
personal knowledge of the facts stated in this affidavit.

2. | have known the spouses, John Michael Doe and Jane Patricia
Doe, since June 2018. | am the maternal aunt of Jane Patricia
Doe. | have had the opportunity to observe their relationship over

the past five years through regular visits, family gatherings, and
telephone conversations.

3. | attended their wedding ceremony on August 15, 2020, at the
Riverside Chapel in Anytown, California. The ceremony was
officiated by Pastor Samuel Green, and approximately 80 guests
were present, including both families and mutual friends.

4. Since their marriage, John and Jane have resided together at
456 Maple Avenue, Anytown, California. | have visited their home
on multiple occasions, most recently on June 10, 2025. During
these visits, | observed that they share household responsibilities,
maintain a joint living space, and present themselves as a
married couple to family and visitors.

5. | have witnessed the couple celebrating holidays, birthdays,
and anniversaries together. They traveled together to Mexico in
December 2023 for a family vacation. | have photographs from
that trip, which | am willing to provide if requested.

6. John and Jane share a close emotional bond. They
communicate openly, support each other through personal and
professional challenges, and have expressed their commitment to
building a future together. Jane has told me that she and John
plan to purchase a home together next year.

7. Based on my personal observations, | believe that John and
Jane Doe have a genuine and bona fide marital relationship. They
are recognized as a married couple by their family, friends, and
community.

8. | make this affidavit willingly and voluntarily. | understand that
the information provided in this affidavit is true and correct to the



best of my knowledge, and that it may be used in connection with
immigration proceedings for John Michael Doe's application for
lawful permanent residence.

Signature of Affiant

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
, 20

_ day of

Notary Public
My Commission Expires:

This sample demonstrates how the affidavit should include
concrete, verifiable details rather than vague statements. The
affiant names specific events, dates, and locations, which
strengthens the credibility of the testimony.

How to Write an Effective
Affidavit of Marriage
Relationship

Writing a convincing affidavit requires careful attention to
language and content. Here are practical guidelines for the
affiant and the person requesting the affidavit:

Use plain, honest language. The affiant should write in their
own voice, avoiding overly legal jargon. The statement should
sound natural and reflect genuine observations.

Include specific examples. General statements like "they seem
happy together" are weak. Instead, say, "I saw them host a
Thanksgiving dinner for 12 family members at their home last
November." Specifics create a vivid picture of the relationship.

Focus on the affiant's direct knowledge. The affidavit should
only include what the affiant has personally seen or heard.
Statements based on what others told the affiant (hearsay) carry
less weight and may be challenged.

Cover both private and public aspects of the relationship.
Mention how the couple interacts at home, how they present
themselves in public, and how they are perceived by others. This
shows the relationship has both private intimacy and public
recognition.

Address the timeline. Explain when the affiant first met each
spouse, when they learned of the marriage, and how often they
have interacted with the couple since the marriage. A long-
standing, consistent relationship with the couple adds credibility.

Keep the document concise but thorough. Aim for one to
two pages of content for the affidavit itself. Longer documents
may seem padded, while very short affidavits may appear
insufficient.

Legal Considerations and
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Common Pitfalls

While an affidavit of marriage relationship by a third party can be
a persuasive document, it is not an alternative to other forms of
evidence. Immigration officers and judges examine the totality of
evidence, including joint bank statements, lease agreements,
photographs, and utility bills. The affidavit supplements these
materials but does not replace them.

One common mistake is asking someone who has only met the
couple a few times to write an affidavit. The ideal third party is
someone who has regular, ongoing contact with both spouses
and can speak with authority about their marriage. Another
frequent error is making the affidavit too generic. If the affidavit
could apply to any married couple, it will not be persuasive. Each
detail must be unique to the couple's story.

It is also important that the affiant understands the legal
significance of the document. Signing a false affidavit constitutes
perjury, which carries serious penalties. The affiant should be
comfortable with every statement in the affidavit and should
review it carefully before signing.

Finally, ensure the notarization is executed correctly. The notary
must witness the affiant's signature and affix their seal. Some
jurisdictions require the notary to include the date of commission
expiration. Check local notary requirements before finalizing the
document.

Practical Tips for
Requesting an Affidavit

If you need to ask someone to provide an affidavit of marriage
relationship on your behalf, follow these best practices:

e Choose the right person: Select someone who has
known you and your spouse for at least a year, has spent
time with you both in different settings, and can speak
positively and credibly about your relationship.

* Provide a draft or template: Offer a sample affidavit like
the one above to guide the affiant, but encourage them to
add their own details and phrasing. The content should feel
authentic to their voice.

e Discuss the content beforehand: Talk through the key
points you would like the affiant to include. Remind them of
specific memories, events, or observations that show the
strength of your marriage.

e Give them time: Do not rush the affiant. Drafting a
thoughtful affidavit takes time. Ask at least a week before
the submission deadline.

e Offer to reimburse notary fees: Notarization typically
costs a small fee. Offer to pay for it as a courtesy.



Conclusion

An affidavit of marriage relationship by a third party is a
straightforward yet impactful document that can play a decisive
role in legal and administrative proceedings. By providing
firsthand observations and specific examples, the third-party
affiant helps confirm that a marriage is genuine and recognized

by those who know the couple best. Whether you are preparing
one for an immigration case, a family law matter, or an estate
proceeding, the key is to be honest, specific, and thorough. Use
the sample and guidance provided in this article as a starting
point, and consult with an attorney if you have questions about
how the affidavit fits into your broader case. With careful
preparation, a well-written affidavit can strengthen your position
and bring clarity to the question of marital authenticity.
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