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INTRODUCTION:
THE UNEXPECTED
POWER OF A
TYPEWRITER

Few  children’s  books
have  managed  to
capture the essence of
negotiation,  collective
bargaining,  and  the
power  of  the  written
word  quite  like  Click
C lack  Moo  Cows
T h a t  T y p e .  T h i s
beloved  picture  book,
wr i t ten  by  Doreen
Cronin  and  illustrated
by  Betsy  Lewin,  has
become  a  staple  in
classrooms and homes
since its publication in
2000. At first glance, it

is  a  whimsical  tale  of
farm  an imals  who
discover  a  typewriter
and  begin  making
demands. But beneath
the  su r face  o f  i t s
charming  illustrations
and humorous dialogue
l ies  a  surpr is ingly
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
e x p l o r a t i o n  o f
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
fa i rness ,  and  the
mechanics  of  social
change.  The  story  of
Farmer Brown and his
literate  livestock  has
resonated with millions
of  readers,  earning
prestigious awards and
spawning  a  series  of
sequels. More than just
a  funny  story,  Click
C lack  Moo  Cows
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That  Type  offers
valuable lessons about
how to express needs,
the  importance  of
compromise,  and  the
fact  that  even  the
smallest voices can be
heard  when  they  find
the  right  medium.

A CLOSER LOOK AT
THE STORY: WHAT
ACTUALLY
HAPPENS?

The plot of Click Clack
Moo Cows That Type
is  deceptively  simple.
Farmer  Brown  has  a
problem.  His  cows
have  found  an  o ld
typewriter in the barn,
and they are using it to
type notes to him. The
first  note  is  a  demand:
the  barn  is  cold,  and
the cows want electric
b lankets .  Fa rmer
Brown,  shocked  and
annoyed,  refuses.  He
cannot believe that his
cows  are  typing  and
making  requests .

However, the cows are
not  deterred.  They
issue an ultimatum: no
milk until they get their
blankets.  This  is  a
classic work stoppage,
a  tactic  familiar  from
l a b o r  d i s p u t e s
throughout  history.
Farmer Brown remains
stubborn, but the cows
gain an ally. The hens,
who are also cold,  go
on  s t r i ke  as  we l l ,
refusing  to  lay  eggs.
Now  Farmer  Brown  is
facing  a  ful l-blown
farm-wide  protest.
E v e n t u a l l y ,  a
compromise is reached
through  typed  notes.
The  cows  get  their
electric  blankets,  but
they  must  surrender
the  typewriter.  The
story  ends  with  the
ducks  discovering  the
typewriter  and  typing
their own note, hinting
that  the  fight  for  fair
treatment  is  never
truly over. This simple
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narrative  arc  makes
Cl i ck  C lack  Moo
Cows  That  Type  a
perfect  introduction to
c o n c e p t s  l i k e
negotiation,  protest,
a n d  d e m o c r a t i c
process  for  young
readers.

The
Character
s: Farmer
Brown
and the
Bovine
Negotiato
rs
The characters in Click
C lack  Moo  Cows
T h a t  T y p e  a r e
m e m o r a b l e  a n d

distinct,  despite  the
story’s brevity. Farmer
B r o w n  i s  t h e
q u i n t e s s e n t i a l
authority  figure.  He  is
ha rdwork i ng  and
dedicated to his farm,
but he is also inflexible
and initially dismissive
o f  h i s  a n i m a l s ’
c o n c e r n s .  H i s
frustration  is  palpable
as  he  receives  typed
notes  and  hears  the
constant  "click,  clack,
moo"  sound  coming
from  the  barn.  The
cows,  on  the  other
hand ,  a re  c lever ,
o r g a n i z e d ,  a n d
persistent. They do not
simply  complain;  they
take  action.  By  using
the  typewriter,  they
elevate  their  protest
from mere  noise  to  a
s t r u c t u r e d ,
d o c u m e n t e d
negotiation.  The  hens
are the first  to join the
cause,  demonstrating
the power of solidarity.
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The ducks, who appear
at  the  end,  are  the
wildcards,  ready  to
continue  the  cycle  of
d e m a n d  a n d
negot iat ion.  Each
character  p lays  a
specific  role  in
illustrating how groups
can  work  together  to
achieve  a  common
goal.  The  animals  in
Cl i ck  C lack  Moo
Cows That Type  are
not  just  cute  farm
creatures;  they  are
representatives  of
collective  action.

THE DEEPER
THEMES: MORE
THAN JUST A
FUNNY FARM
STORY

While Click Clack Moo
Cows  That  Type  is
undeniably  humorous,
i t s  s tay ing  power
comes  from  the  rich
themes it explores. The
book  is  a  masterclass
in  teaching  complex

s o c i a l  c o n c e p t s
t h r o u g h  s i m p l e
storytell ing.

The
Power of
Communi
cation
and
Literacy
At its core, Click Clack
Moo Cows That Type
is  a  celebrat ion  of
literacy.  The cows are
powerless  until  they
learn to read and write.
T h e  t y p e w r i t e r
becomes  a  too l  o f
empowerment .  I t
a l l o w s  t h e m  t o
articulate  their  needs
clearly  and  formally.
For young readers, this
is a powerful message:
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words  have  power.
Being able to read and
wr i te  i s  not  jus t  a
school  ski l l ;  i t  is  a
means  of  changing
your  circumstances.
The typed notes in the
book  are  presented
plainly,  showing  the
direct  cause-and-effect
relationship  between
writing a demand and
getting  a  result.  This
t h e m e  n a t u r a l l y
encourages children to
s e e  w r i t i n g  a s  a
p u r p o s e f u l  a n d
effective  activity.  The
phrase  "click,  clack,
m o o "  b e c o m e s  a
s y m b o l  o f  t h i s
newfound  voice.

Negotiati
on,
Comprom

ise, and
Fairness
The entire plot of Click
C lack  Moo  Cows
That  Type  revolves
around  a  negotiation.
T h e  c o w s  w a n t
something.  Farmer
B r o w n  w a n t s
something.  Neither
party  can  get  what
they want without the
other’s  cooperation.
The cows use a strike
to  ga in  l everage .
Farmer Brown uses his
authority  to  refuse.
Eventually,  they reach
a  c o m p r o m i s e :
b l a n k e t s  f o r  t h e
typewriter.  This  is  a
textbook  example  of
conflict  resolution.  It
teaches  children  that
disagreements  do  not
have to end in fights or
unilateral  demands.
Instead, both sides can
give  a  little  to  get  a
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little.  The story shows
that  fairness  is  not
about one side winning
completely,  but  about
finding  a  solution  that
addresses  the  core
needs  of  everyone
involved.  The  ducks’
final note suggests that
compromise  i s  an
ongoing process, not a
one-time event.

Collective
Bargainin
g and
Solidarity
The  cows  do  not  act
alone.  When the hens
join  the  strike,  the
pressure  on  Farmer
B r o w n  i n c r e a s e s
dramatically.  This  is  a
simple  but  effective
illustration of solidarity
a n d  c o l l e c t i v e
b a r g a i n i n g .  T h e

animals  are  stronger
together than they are
apart.  The  success  of
the  str ike  in  Click
C lack  Moo  Cows
That Type depends on
the  wi l l ingness  of
different  groups  to
support  each  other.
This  is  a  profound
lesson  for  children
about  teamwork  and
the  importance  of
standing up for others.
It also provides a very
basic  introduction  to
the idea of unions and
o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r ,
presented  in  a  way
that  is  accessible  and
non-threatening.

THE EDUCATIONAL
VALUE OF CLICK
CLACK MOO COWS
THAT TYPE IN THE
CLASSROOM

It  is  no  surprise  that
Cl i ck  C lack  Moo
Cows That Type is a
f a v o r i t e  a m o n g
educators. The book is
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perfectly  suited  for  a
w i d e  r a n g e  o f
classroom  activities
and  discussions.

Literacy
and
Writing
Skills
Teachers  often  use
Cl i ck  C lack  Moo
Cows  That  Type  to
inspire  letter-writing
activities. Students can
write  letters  from  the
perspect ive  o f  an
an ima l  o r  ob jec t ,
making  a  request  or
stating  a  complaint.
This  makes  writing
p r a c t i c e  f u n  a n d
purposeful.  The  book
also  demonstrates  the
basic  structure  of  a
letter:  a  salutation,  a
clear statement of the
problem, a demand or

request, and a closing.
The  simplicity  of  the
notes  in  the  s tory
makes the format easy
for  young  children  to
u n d e r s t a n d  a n d
r e p l i c a t e .  T h e
repetitive sound words
"click,"  "clack,"  and
" m o o "  a r e  a l s o
excellent  for  phonics
a n d  p h o n e m i c
awareness  lessons.

Social
Studies
and
Civics:
Understa
nding
Conflict
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and
Resolutio

n
The  themes  in  Click
C lack  Moo  Cows
T h a t  T y p e  a l i g n
perfectly  with  social
studies  curricula  that
cover  conflict
r e s o l u t i o n ,  c i v i c
engagement,  and  the
role  of  protest  in  a
democratic  society.
Teachers can facilitate
discussions about what
it  means  to  be  fair,
h o w  t o  h a n d l e
disagreements,  and
why  groups  of  people
sometimes  need  to
work together to make
changes.  The  story
provides  a  safe  and
engaging  context  for
talking  about  power
dynamics  and  the
concept of rights. Even
young  children  can

grasp  the  basic  idea
that the cows and hens
have a legitimate need
(warmth) and that they
deserve to be heard.

Critical
Thinking
and
Cause
and
Effect
Cl i ck  C lack  Moo
Cows  That  Type
offers  a  clear  cause-
and-effect  structure.
The  cows  are  co ld
(cause) → they type a
demand  (effect,
action).  Farmer  Brown
refuses  (cause)  →  the
cows  withhold  milk
(effect).  This  continues
until  a  resolution  is
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reached.  Students can
easi ly  map  out  the
sequence  of  events
and identify how each
a c t i o n  l e a d s  t o  a
r e a c t i o n .  T h i s
st rengthens  the i r
ability to think logically
a b o u t  n a r r a t i v e
structure  and  real-
world  problem-solving.
The  humorous  ending
with  the  ducks  also
encourages  prediction
skills,  as students can
guess  what  the ducks
might want.

THE LASTING
IMPACT AND
LEGACY OF THE
BOOK

Since its release, Click
C lack  Moo  Cows
T h a t  T y p e  h a s
achieved  remarkable
s u c c e s s .  I t  w a s
awarded the Caldecott
H o n o r  i n  2 0 0 1 ,
recogniz ing  Betsy
Lewin’s expressive and
lively illustrations.  The

b o o k  s p e n t  m a n y
weeks on the New York
Times  bestseller  list
a n d  h a s  b e e n
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o
numerous  languages.
Its popularity has led to
a  series  of  sequels,
including  "Giggle,
Giggle, Quack," "Dooby
D o o b y  M o o , "  a n d
"Click,  Clack,  Boo!,"
each  featuring  the
same  clever  animals
using their wits to get
what  they  want.  The
c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e
become so iconic that
t h e y  h a v e  b e e n
featured  in  theatrical
adaptations and even a
musical  production.
The  phrase  "c l ick,
c l a c k ,  m o o "  h a s
entered the lexicon of
children’s  literature,
instantly  recognizable
as  a  shorthand  for
c l e v e r ,  p e a c e f u l
protest.  The  enduring
appeal  of  Click Clack
Moo Cows That Type



10

10 Click Clack Moo Cows That Type 2025-06-24

proves  tha t  good
stor ies  asking  b ig
questions never go out
of style.

WHY THIS BOOK
MATTERS FOR
CHILDREN AND
ADULTS ALIKE

One of the remarkable
qualities of Click Clack
Moo Cows That Type
is  that  it  is  enjoyable
on  multiple  levels.
Children delight in the
silly premise of typing
cows  and  the  funny
sounds. They laugh at
the  image  of  Farmer
Brown’s  bewildered
face. Meanwhile, adults
can  appreciate  the
c l e v e r  s o c i a l
commentary  and  the
gentle  introduction  to
concepts  like  striking
and  negotiating.  The
story never talks down
to  i ts  audience.  I t
presents  a  conflict
honestly  and  shows  a
resolution  that  feels

earned. It validates the
idea  that  even  those
with  less  power  have
the  right  to  ask  for
better  treatment.  In  a
w o r l d  w h e r e
communication  often
happens  th rough
s c r e e n s  a n d
keyboards,  the  image
of  cows  typing  their
demands  feels  oddly
contemporary.  Click
C lack  Moo  Cows
That Type reminds us
that whether you type,
write,  or  speak,  finding
your  voice  is  the  first
step toward making a
difference.

CONCLUSION: THE
LASTING WISDOM
OF CLICK CLACK
MOO COWS THAT
TYPE

In the end, Click Clack
Moo Cows That Type
i s  fa r  more  than  a
simple children’s story
a b o u t  b a r n y a r d
animals. It is a clever,
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witty,  and  surprisingly
profound  tale  about
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
fairness, and the power
of  collective  action.
Through its memorable
characters,  simple
s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d
engaging  narrative,  it
teaches  essent ia l
lessons about literacy,
nego t i a t i on ,  and
standing  up  for  what
you  believe  in.  The
sound of  "click,  clack,
moo"  is  the  sound  of

voices  being  heard.
Whether  you  are  a
child  learning to  write
your  first  letter  or  an
adult  reflecting  on  the
dynamics  of  a  group,
this  book  offers  a
warm,  humorous,  and
enduring  message:
w h e n  y o u  h a v e
something  to  say,  find
a  way  to  say  it.  And
sometimes, all it takes
is a typewriter, a clear
d e m a n d ,  a n d  t h e
courage  to  say  "no"
until you get a "yes."


