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MASTERING THE
NEW FLORIDA
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
BASIC ABILITIES
TEST (CJBAT): A
COMPREHENSIVE
STUDY GUIDE

The  pa thway  t o  a
career  in  Florida  law
e n f o r c e m e n t ,
c o r r e c t i o n s ,  o r
probation  services
begins  with  a  pivotal
hurdle:  the  Florida
Criminal  Justice  Basic
A b i l i t i e s  T e s t ,
commonly  known  as
the  CJBAT.  For  years,

this  exam has  served
as  the  gateway  to
c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e
academies  across  the
state. However, recent
updates  to  the  test
format  and  content
mean  that  a  "New
Florida Criminal Justice
Basic  Abilities  Test
CJBAT study" approach
is essential for success.
Whether  you  are  a
recent  high  school
graduate,  a  military
veteran transitioning to
civilian  service,  or  a
career changer seeking
t o  s e r v e  y o u r
c o m m u n i t y ,
understanding  the
nuances  of  the  latest
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CJBAT  can  make  the
difference  between  a
passing  score  and  a
missed opportunity.
This article provides a
thorough road map for
p repar ing  fo r  the
updated exam. We will
explore the structure of
the  new  test,  break
down  each  ab i l i ty
assessed,  and  offer
p r a c t i c a l  s t u d y
strategies  tailored  to
the latest changes. By
the end, you will have
a  clear  understanding
of what to expect and
how to maximize your
performance.

What Is
the
Florida

Criminal
Justice
Basic
Abilities
Test
(CJBAT)?
T h e  C J B A T  i s  a
c o g n i t i v e  a n d
behavioral  exam used
b y  t h e  F l o r i d a
Department  of  Law
Enforcement  (FDLE)
and  local  cr iminal
justice  agencies  to
evaluate an applicant's
suitability  for  entry-
level positions. It is not
a  measure  of  specific
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
knowledge,  but  rather
an  assessment  o f
foundational  skills:
r e a d i n g
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
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w r i t t e n
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
reasoning,  memory,
a n d  s i t u a t i o n a l
judgment.  Agencies
rely on CJBAT scores to
ensure  candidates
possess  the  mental
agility  and  decision-
m a k i n g  c a p a c i t y
required in high-stakes
c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e
environments.
In  2023  and  beyond,
the  test  underwent
refinements  to  better
al ign  with  modern
policing demands. The
"new  Florida  Criminal
Justice  Basic  Abilities
Test  CJBAT  study"
resources  now  reflect
changes  in  question
types, time limits, and
s c o r i n g  s c a l e s .
Consequently,  relying
on  outdated  practice
materials  can  lead  to
surprises on exam day.
Staying current is not a
l u x u r y — i t  i s  a
necessity.

Why a
Targeted
Study
Plan
Matters
for the
New
CJBAT
O n e  c o m m o n
misconception  is  that
the CJBAT is an "easy"
exam  that  requires
minimal  preparation.
While the test does not
demand  specialized
legal  knowledge,  the
cognitive  abilities  it
measures  a re  not
universally  strong.
T i m e  p r e s s u r e ,
unfamiliar  question
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fo rmats ,  and  tes t
anxiety can derail even
n a t u r a l l y  b r i g h t
c a n d i d a t e s .  A
s t r u c t u r e d  n e w
Florida  Criminal
J u s t i c e  B a s i c
Abilities  Test  CJBAT
study  plan  helps  you
identify  your  weak
areas, build endurance,
and  learn  test-taking
strategies  specific  to
the  updated  format.
Moreover,  agencies
often  receive  multiple
applications for limited
academy seats. A high
C J B A T  s c o r e
distinguishes you from
other  candidates  and
demonstrates  your
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
p r o f e s s i o n a l
excellence.  Treating
p r e p a r a t i o n  a s  a
ser ious  endeavor
signals to hiring boards
that you are proactive
and dedicated.

Understa
nding the
Core
Abilities
Assessed
in the
New
CJBAT
The  new CJBAT  aligns
w i t h  t h r e e  m a j o r
cognitive  domains,
e a c h  w i t h
subcomponents.  Let’s
examine  each  domain
so you can tailor your
new Florida Criminal
J u s t i c e  B a s i c
Abilities  Test  CJBAT
study  efforts
effectively.
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1. VERBAL AND
READING
COMPREHENSION

This  section  evaluates
your  ability  to  read
passages  of  moderate
length,  extract  key
information,  identify
main  ideas,  and  draw
logical  inferences.  The
text  is  drawn  from
r e a l i s t i c  l a w
enforcement  materials
s u c h  a s  i n c i d e n t
reports,  departmental
m e m o s ,  a n d
procedural  guidelines.
Expect  questions  that
ask  you  to  interpret
word  meanings  in
context,  determine  an
author’s  intent,  or
sequence  events.

Sample
challenge:
Reading a multi-
paragraph
accident report,
then answering
five questions

about cause,
location, and
witness
statements.
Study tip:
Practice active
reading with
news articles or
police blotters.
Summarize each
paragraph in
your own words,
then try to
answer detail-
oriented
questions
without looking
back.

2. WRITTEN
EXPRESSION AND
GRAMMAR

Effective
communicat ion  is
c r u c i a l  i n  l a w
enforcement.  This
sect ion  tests  your
command  of  standard
English:  grammar,
punctuation,  sentence
structure,  and  clarity.
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You may be  asked to
identify  errors,  rewrite
s e n t e n c e s  m o r e
effectively,  or  choose
the  most  appropriate
phrasing  for  a  given
scenario.

Sample
challenge: A
paragraph from a
use-of-force
report contains
three
grammatical
mistakes; you
must select the
answer that
corrects them all.
Study tip:
Review common
grammar rules
(subject-verb
agreement,
comma usage,
pronouns). Use
online grammar
quizzes or a
refresher
workbook. Pay
attention to the
difference
between formal

and informal
tone—the CJBAT
expects
professional-level
writing.

3. DEDUCTIVE AND
INDUCTIVE
REASONING

Reasoning  ability  is  a
cornerstone of criminal
j u s t i ce  dec i s i on -
making.  This  section
measures how well you
can  apply  ru les  to
specific  situations
( d e d u c t i v e )  a n d
identify  patterns  from
examples (inductive).

Deductive
example: "If an
officer must
issue a citation
for any traffic
violation where
speed exceeds
the limit by 15
mph, and a
driver is clocked
at 60 mph in a
45 mph zone,
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then the officer
must issue a
citation." You
determine
whether the
conclusion
follows.
Inductive
example: Given
three reports of
similar theft
patterns (time,
location,
method), you
select the most
likely description
of the next
incident.
Study tip: Work
through logic
puzzles, brain
teasers, or
sample LSAT-
style questions.
Focus on
understanding
conditional
statements (if-
then) and Venn
diagram-type
relationships.

4. MEMORY AND
OBSERVATION

Some  versions  of  the
new  CJBAT  include  a
memory  component.
You are shown a visual
s c e n e  ( e . g . ,  a
p h o t o g r a p h  o f  a
suspect  or  a  cr ime
scene  layout)  for  a
l imited  t ime,  then
asked questions about
details after the image
i s  r e m o v e d .  T h i s
a s s e s s e s  y o u r
observational  recall,  a
critical  skill  for  report
writing  and  courtroom
testimony.

Study tip:
Practice
memorization
with images from
news sites. Study
a photo for 30
seconds, then
cover it and write
down as many
details as
possible—clothin
g, colors, objects,
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positions.
Gradually reduce
study time to
mirror exam
conditions.

5. SITUATIONAL
JUDGMENT AND
BEHAVIORAL
ATTRIBUTES
(OPTIONAL BUT
COMMON)
While the core CJBAT is
c o g n i t i v e ,  m a n y
agencies now include a
situational  judgment
test (SJT) as part of the
overall  assessment.
This  section  presents
ethical  dilemmas  and
interpersonal  conflicts
you  might  face  on
duty. You are asked to
rate  the  effectiveness
of  various  responses.

Study tip:
Familiarize
yourself with the
Law Enforcement
Code of Ethics

and FDLE’s core
values: integrity,
fairness, and
respect. When
answering,
prioritize de-
escalation, legal
compliance, and
community trust.

Developin
g Your
New
Florida
Criminal
Justice
Basic
Abilities
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Test
CJBAT
Study

Plan
Preparation  should  be
s y s t e m a t i c  a n d
consistent.  Here  is  a
step-by-step  strategy
to ensure you cover all
bases.

STEP 1: OBTAIN
OFFICIAL OR
UPDATED PRACTICE
MATERIALS

Star t  w i th  FDLE ’s
official CJBAT candidate
information  bulletin
( c h e c k  t h e  F D L E
website  for  the  most
recent  version).  This
document outlines the
e x a c t  n u m b e r  o f
questions,  time  limits,
and  passing  scores.

Next, invest in a study
guide explicitly labeled
for  the  new  Florida
Criminal  Just ice
Basic  Abilities  Test
CJBAT  study—avoid
gu ides  pub l i shed
before  2021,  as  they
may  lack  updated
content.  Reputable
publishers  such  as
Mometrix,  Kaplan,  or
specialized  Florida-
specific prep sites offer
current editions.

STEP 2:
DIAGNOSTIC
ASSESSMENT

Before  div ing  into
content review, take a
full-length  diagnostic
practice test.  This  will
reveal  your  baseline
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
weaknesses.  Record
your  scores  in  each
section. For example, if
y o u  s c o r e  8 0 %  i n
reading  but  only  55%
in  reasoning,  allocate
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more  study  time  to
logic  and  deduction.

STEP 3: TARGETED
SECTION REVIEW

Break  you r  s tudy
sessions  by  ability.
Dedicate separate days
or  blocks  to  verbal
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
grammar,  reasoning,
and memory. For each
section:

Review1.
concepts: Read
explanatory
chapters from
your study guide.
Practice drills:2.
Use question
banks to apply
concepts.
Review3.
mistakes:
Understand why
you got each
answer wrong. Is
it a timing issue?
A
misinterpretation
of the question?

A lack of
vocabulary?
Re-test: After a4.
week, redo a set
of questions from
your weak area
to confirm
improvement.

STEP 4: BUILD TEST
STAMINA

The  CJBAT  is  typically
t imed—around  90
minutes  to  two  hours
depend ing  on  the
vers ion.  You  need
mental  endurance  to
maintain  accuracy
throughout.  Simulate
exam  conditions  at
leas t  th ree  t imes
before test day: sit at a
desk,  use  a  t imer,
avoid  interruptions,
and answer exactly as
y o u  w o u l d  i n  t h e
official  assessment.
This  practice  reduces
anxiety and helps you
pace yourself.

Time
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management
tip: For reading
sections, allocate
roughly 1.5
minutes per
question. For
reasoning
questions, allow
up to 2 minutes
for complex
problems. If
stuck, mark an
answer and
move on; you
can return if time
remains.

STEP 5: LEVERAGE
MEMORY
TECHNIQUES

F o r  t h e  m e m o r y
component,  employ
mnemonic  devices.
Chunk  information
(e.g.,  group  items  by
c a t e g o r y :  c o l o r ,
position,  text).  After
viewing  an  image,
immediately  recite
details  aloud  or  jot
them  down.  During

practice,  gradually
extend  the  retention
interval—start  with
immediate recall,  then
delay  recal l  by  10
minutes.

Common
Pitfalls to
Avoid in
Your
CJBAT
Preparati
on
Even with a solid plan,
many  cand ida tes
stumble.  Here  are
frequent mistakes and
how to sidestep them.

Relying solely
on free online
quizzes: Many
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free resources do
not accurately
reflect the new
CJBAT format.
They may be too
easy, contain
outdated
content, or lack
the proper
difficulty curve.
Always verify
that the practice
questions match
the official test
specifications.
Neglecting the
grammar
section: Many
test-takers
assume they
know grammar
from high school.
However, the
CJBAT uses
professional
writing scenarios
with subtle
errors. A quick
brush-up on
punctuation rules
(comma splices,
semicolons) can

yield easy points.
Focusing only
on strengths: It
is tempting to
practice sections
you already
excel in because
it feels good. But
improvement
comes from
confronting
weaknesses.
Force yourself to
spend extra time
on reasoning or
memory if those
are your lower
scores.
Ignoring
behavioral
preparation:
Even if the SJT is
optional for some
agencies, many
police
departments now
use it. Prepare by
reading about
ethical policing
dilemmas and
discussing them
with current
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officers. Your
answers should
reflect a
balanced
approach—neith
er overly
authoritarian nor
excessively
lenient.

Additiona
l
Resource
s for a
Compreh
ensive
Study
To  supplement  your
new Florida Criminal
J u s t i c e  B a s i c
Abilities  Test  CJBAT
study,  consider  these
resources:

FDLE’s official1.
candidate
guide (download
from
fdle.state.fl
.us) – essential
for scoring
rubrics.
Mometrix2.
CJBAT Secrets
Study Guide –
updated for
recent changes;
includes practice
tests.
Online practice3.
platforms such
as
CJBATPrep.com
or
PolicePrep.com –
they offer timed
simulations.
Local library or4.
community
college test
prep –
occasionally offer
workshops for
criminal justice
applicants.
Study groups –5.
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connect with
fellow applicants
via social media
or local recruiting
events.
Explaining
reasoning to
others solidifies
your own
understanding.

Conclusio
n
Prepar ing  fo r  the
u p d a t e d  C J B A T
demands  more  than
casual  familiarity—it
requires  a  deliberate,
informed  strategy.  By
understanding  the  five
core  abi l i ty  areas,
using  current  study
m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d
p rac t i c i ng  unde r

realistic conditions, you
can approach the test
with  confidence.  The
new Florida Criminal
J u s t i c e  B a s i c
Abilities  Test  CJBAT
study  process is  your
first  lesson  in  the
discipline required for a
career  in  cr iminal
jus t ice :  thorough
preparation,  honest
self-assessment,  and
c o n t i n u o u s
i m p r o v e m e n t .  A
passing  score  opens
t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e
academy;  a  strong
score sets you apart as
a  candidate  ready  to
serve with competence
and  integrity.  Start
today, stay consistent,
and  soon  you  will  be
one  step  c loser  to
wearing the badge.


