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INTRODUCTION: A
COMMON
MISCONCEPTION
ABOUT A
MEMORABLE
PHRASE

The phrase "Hell hath
no fury like a woman
scorned" is one of the
most frequently quoted
lines in the English
language. It evokes a
powerful image of
rejected love
transforming into
something dangerous
and vengeful. Many
people assume this

striking statement
comes directly from
the pages of the Bible,
and understandably
so—its dramatic
language and moral
overtone feel
scriptural. However,
the truth about the
origin of this phrase is
more surprising than
you might expect.
Searching for a Hell
Hath No Fury Like A
Woman Scorned
Bible verse will lead
you down an
interesting path of
literary history, biblical
interpretation, and
cultural myth. This
article will explore
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where the phrase
actually comes from,
why so many believe it
is biblical, and what
the Bible truly teaches
about anger,
vengeance, and the
heart of a wounded
person.

WHERE DID THE
PHRASE ACTUALLY
COME FROM?

Despite its widespread
association with
scripture, the phrase
"Hell hath no fury like a
woman scorned" does
not appear anywhere
in the Bible. The line
originates from the
English playwright
William Congreve
and his 1697 tragedy
The Mourning Bride. In
Act Ill, Scene VIII, the
character Zara delivers
the exact line: "Heav'n
has no rage, like love
to hatred turn'd, nor
Hell a fury, like a
woman scorn'd." Over

time, this eloquent
couplet was condensed
into the more familiar
version we use today.
Congreve's play was
immensely popular
during the Restoration
period, and the line
became so embedded
in cultural memory that
many later assumed it
was of ancient or
biblical origin. The
rhythmic structure and
the invocation of
heaven and hell
certainly give it a
scriptural ring, but its
roots are purely
theatrical.

Why Do
People
Think It Is
a Bible
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Verse?

There are several
reasons why the Hell
Hath No Fury Like A
Woman Scorned
Bible verse myth
persists. First, the Bible
contains many verses
about anger, jealousy,
and divine retribution.
Passages like Proverbs
6:34, which states "For
jealousy makes a man
furious, and he will not
spare when he takes
revenge," or the
dramatic imagery of
God's wrath in the Old
Testament create a
thematic backdrop that
makes Congreve's line
feel at home. Second,
the phrase is often
quoted in sermons,

articles, and
discussions about
biblical themes of
vengeance, even
though it is not

scriptural. Third, the

internet is filled with
misattributions, and
once a false idea
spreads, it becomes
very difficult to correct.
Many people simply
remember hearing the
phrase in a church
setting or a religious
discussion and assume
it must be from the
Bible. The power of the
phrase itself—its poetic
justice and
psychological
insight—makes it feel
like a timeless truth,
which only adds to the
confusion.

WHAT DOES THE
BIBLE ACTUALLY
SAY ABOUT ANGER
AND VENGEANCE?

While the exact phrase
is not found in
scripture, the Bible
does speak extensively
about anger, revenge,
and the consequences
of wounded pride.
Understanding these



passages helps clarify
why the idea of a
"scorned woman"
resonates with so
many readers. The
Bible offers a nuanced
view of anger—it
acknowledges the
reality of human
emotion while
consistently calling for
restraint, forgiveness,
and trust in God's
justice.

Old

Testamen
t Wisdom
on Anger

The book of Proverbs is

filled with practical
advice about
controlling one's

temper. For example,
Proverbs 14:29 says,
"Whoever is slow to
anger has great

understanding, but he
who has a hasty
temper exalts folly."
Proverbs 15:1 reminds
us, "A soft answer
turns away wrath, but
a harsh word stirs up
anger." These verses
do not deny that anger
exists, but they warn
against allowing it to
control our actions. The
idea of a person being
"scorned" or deeply
humiliated is
addressed in passages
about jealousy and
betrayal. Proverbs
6:32-34 describes the
fury of a husband who
discovers his wife's
unfaithfulness, noting
that jealousy "enrages
a man" and that he
"will show no mercy
when he takes
revenge." This provides
a biblical parallel to the
emotional intensity
that Congreve
captured in his famous
line.
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Jesus'
Teaching
on
Forgivene
SS

In the New Testament,

Jesus radically
redefines how his
followers should

respond to being
wronged. In Matthew
5:38-39, he says, "You
have heard that it was
said, 'An eye for an eye
and a tooth for a
tooth.' But | say to you,
Do not resist the one
who is evil. But if
anyone slaps you on
the right cheek, turn to
him the other also."
This teaching directly
challenges the impulse
toward revenge that
the "woman scorned"

phrase valorizes. Jesus
calls his disciples to a
higher standard—one
of forgiveness,
humility, and non-
retaliation. The Apostle
Paul echoes this in
Romans 12:19, writing,
"Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wrath of
God, for it is written,
‘Vengeance is mine, |
will repay, says the
Lord." From a biblical
perspective, the fury
described by Congreve
is @ human emotion
that must ultimately be
surrendered to God.

THE CULTURAL
IMPACT OF THE
PHRASE

Even though it is not a
Bible verse, the phrase
"Hell hath no fury like a
woman scorned" has

had a profound
influence on literature,
film, and everyday

language. It has



become a shorthand
for describing the
intense emotional
reaction that can follow
romantic betrayal.
Countless novels,
movies, and songs
have explored this
theme, from the
revenge plots of
classical drama to
modern thrillers. The
phrase carries a
certain cultural
weight—it both warns
and sympathizes. It
acknowledges that
women, often
portrayed as passive or
emotional, are capable
of formidable power
when wronged.
However, it also risks
reinforcing negative
stereotypes about
women being vengeful
or irrational.
Understanding the
origin of the phrase
allows us to use it
more thoughtfully and
to separate literary

drama from biblical
truth.

EXPLORING
RELATED BIBLICAL
THEMES

While the specific Hell
Hath No Fury Like A
Woman Scorned
Bible verse does not
exist, several biblical
stories and passages
deal with related
themes of betrayal,
anger, and divine
justice. These stories
offer a richer and more
complex view of
human emotion than
Congreve's famous
couplet.

The Story
of
Samson
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and
Delilah

One of the most well-
known biblical
narratives involving a
woman's betrayal is
the story of Samson
and Delilah in Judges
16. Delilah is
persuaded by the
Philistines to discover
the secret of Samson's
strength. After
repeated attempts, she
finally wears him down,
and he reveals that his
hair has never been
cut. Delilah then
betrays him to his
enemies, leading to his
capture and
humiliation. While
Delilah's motives are
primarily financial gain
rather than romantic
scorn, the story
ilflustrates the
destructive power of a
woman's deceit when

she feels manipulated
or used. It is a
cautionary tale about
trust and the
consequences of
revealing
vulnerabilities to the
wrong person.

Jezebel
and the

Abuse of
Power

Another powerful
example is Queen
Jezebel in 1 Kings.
Jezebel is portrayed as
a fiercely ambitious
and manipulative
woman who uses her
influence to promote
the worship of Baal and
to persecute the
prophets of Yahweh.
She is not a woman
scorned in the
romantic sense, but



she is a figure of
intense fury and
vengeance. When the
prophet Elijah
threatens her power,
she swears to kill him.
Jezebel's story
demonstrates how
anger and a thirst for
revenge can corrupt
and ultimately destroy
a person. Her infamous

end—being thrown
from a window and
devoured by

dogs—serves as a grim
reminder of the
consequences  of
unchecked wrath.

The
Woman
Caught in

adultery. According to
the law, she should be
stoned to death. The
Pharisees bring her to
Jesus, hoping to trap
him. Instead of
condemning her, Jesus
says, "Let him who is
without sin among you
be the first to throw a
stone at her." One by
one, the accusers
leave, and Jesus tells
the woman, "Neither
do | condemn you; go,
and from now on sin no
more." This story offers
a profound contrast to
the "woman scorned"
narrative. Rather than
fury and revenge, Jesus
extends grace and a
chance for a new
beginning. It is a
powerful reminder that
the biblical ideal is not

vengeance but
Adultery  recemption
In John 8, Jesus PRACTICAL
encounters a woman L-ESSONS FOR
caught in the act of
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TODAY

The confusion
surrounding the Hell
Hath No Fury Like A
Woman Scorned
Bible verse provides
an opportunity to
reflect on how we
handle hurt and
betrayal. Whether or
not the phrase is
biblical, the emotion it
describes is real. Most
people, at some point
in their lives, have felt
the sting of rejection or
the pain of being
wronged by someone
they loved. The
question is not whether
we will feel anger, but
what we will do with it.

Choosing
Forgivene

ss Over
Fury

The Bible consistently
encourages
forgiveness as a path
to healing. Ephesians
4:31-32 says, "Let all
bitterness and wrath
and anger and clamor
and slander be put
away from you, along
with all malice. Be kind
to one another,
tenderhearted,
forgiving one another,
as God in Christ
forgave you."
Forgiveness does not
mean pretending the
hurt did not happen or
allowing yourself to be
mistreated again. It
means releasing the
other person from the
debt of your anger and
trusting God to bring
about justice in his own
time. This is often
easier said than done,



but it is the path that
leads to peace.

Setting
Healthy
Boundari
es

Another important
biblical principle is the
value of wisdom and
discernment. Proverbs
4:23 advises, "Keep
your heart with all
vigilance, for from it
flow the springs of life."
When someone has
shown themselves to
be untrustworthy, it is
wise to set boundaries
to protect yourself
from further harm. This
is not the same as
revenge; it is an act of
self-care and prudence.
The Bible does not
require us to remain in
toxic relationships or to

10

expose ourselves to
ongoing abuse. Rather,
it calls us to act with
wisdom, love, and a
reliance on God's
guidance.

CONCLUSION:
SEPARATING MYTH
FROM SCRIPTURE

The phrase "Hell hath
no fury like a woman
scorned" is a
memorable and
dramatic expression,
but it is not a Bible
verse. Its true origin
lies in the work of
William Congreve, a
Restoration playwright.
While the Bible does
contain stories and
teachings about anger,
jealousy, and
vengeance, its overall
message points toward
forgiveness, grace, and
trust in God's ultimate
justice. Believing that
this phrase is scriptural
can lead to a
misunderstanding of
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what the Bible actually
teaches about human
emotion and divine
response. By knowing
the real source of the
line, we can appreciate
it for what it is—a
powerful piece of
literature—while
turning to scripture for
wisdom on how to
handle the pain and
anger that come from
being scorned. The
next time you hear
someone quote the
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Hell Hath No Fury
Like A Woman
Scorned Bible verse,
you can gently share
the truth: the Bible
says a great deal about
anger and forgiveness,
but this particular line
belongs to the stage,
not the sacred text.
And perhaps, in doing
so, you will point them
toward a deeper and

more hopeful
understanding of
grace.



