The Call Of The Wild 1

The Call Of The Wild

Downloaded from

www.everybodystreet.com
by Petersen & Phillips

The Call Of
The Wild

REDISCOVERING
THE UNTAMED:
THE TIMELESS
POWER OF THE
CALL OF THE WILD

There are few literary
works that resonate
with the primal core of
human existence quite
like Jack London's
masterpiece, The Call

Of The Wild.
Published in 1903, this
novella has

transcended its era to
become a permanent
fixture in the landscape
of American literature.
On the surface, it is the
story of a dog named
Buck, stolen from a
comfortable California
estate and thrust into

the brutal world of the
Klondike Gold Rush.
However, beneath this
narrative lies a
profound exploration of
survival, instinct, and
the irresistible pull of
the natural world. For
over a century, readers
have been captivated
by this tale, not just for
its adventure, but for
its raw, philosophical
look at what it means
to shed the layers of
civilization and answer
a deeper, more ancient
summons. This article
delves into the rich
tapestry of The Call
of The wild,
examining its themes,
characters, historical
context, and lasting
legacy, while exploring
why its message
remains more relevant


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

than ever in our
modern, disconnected
world.

THE GENESIS OF A
CLASSIC: JACK
LONDON AND THE
KLONDIKE

To truly appreciate
The Call Of The Wild,
one must first
understand the man
who wrote it. Jack
London was not a
novelist who merely
imagined adventure;
he lived it. In 1897, at
the height of the
Klondike Gold Rush, a
young London joined
the thousands of
prospectors heading
north to the Yukon
Territory in search of
fortune. While he did
not strike it rich in
gold, he returned with
something arguably
more valuable: a
treasure trove of
experiences and
observations about the

harsh, unforgiving
landscape of the Far
North.

London witnessed
firsthand the brutal
conditions of the trail,
the desperate greed of
men, and the crucial,
often tragic, role of
sled dogs. These
animals were not pets;
they were engines of
survival. This
environment stripped
away all pretense,
revealing the raw
essence of both man
and beast. It was this
authentic, gritty reality
that London poured
into his writing. The
Call Of The Wild is
not a romanticized
version of nature; it is
a Darwinian arena
where only the fittest
survive. London’s
socialist views and his
deep reading of
evolutionary theory,
particularly the works
of Herbert Spencer and
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Charles Darwin, heavily
influenced the novel,
making it a complex
study of adaptation
and regression.

PLOT OVERVIEW:
FROM SUNSHINE
TO SNOW

The narrative of The
Call Of The Wild
follows the journey of
Buck, a large, powerful
St. Bernard-Scotch
Collie mix. At the start
of the novel, Buck lives
a life of pampered
luxury on Judge Miller's
sprawling estate in
California's Santa Clara
Valley. He is king of his
domain, a civilized dog
in a civilized world.
This idyllic existence is
shattered when a
gardener's assistant,
desperate for gambling
money, kidnaps Buck
and sells him into the
brutal world of dog
trading.

Buck is shipped north,
experiencing cruelty,
neglect, and the first
stirrings of his latent
instincts. He is beaten
into submission by a
man in a red sweater,
learning the "law of
club and fang." He is
then sold to two
French-Canadian mail
drivers, Francois and
Perrault, who recognize
his potential. Buck is
thrown into a team of
seasoned sled dogs,
where he must quickly
learn the rules of the
pack, including stealing
food and fighting for
position. His great rival
is the lead dog, Spitz, a
fierce  and cunning
husky. Their conflict
culminates in a brutal,
epic fight where Buck,
drawing on hidden
reserves of primitive
ferocity, kills Spitz and
assumes the role of
lead dog.

Under Buck's



leadership, the team
breaks records, but
they are eventually
sold to a trio of
inexperienced and
greedy stampeders,
Hal, Charles, and
Mercedes. These
individuals represent
the worst of
civilization—ignorance,
arrogance, and
incompetence. They
over-feed the dogs,
under-rest them, and
brutally beat them.
Buck, nearing death, is
rescued by a kind and
knowledgeable

prospector named John
Thornton. For the first
time, Buck experiences
genuine love and
loyalty. However, even
as he bonds with
Thornton, the call of
the wild grows
stronger. He hears the
howling of wolves,
feels the pull of the
forest, and begins to
spend more time away

from camp, hunting
and exploring his
ancestral instincts.
When Thornton is killed
by a group of Yeehat
Indians, Buck's final tie
to the human world is
severed. He avenges
Thornton's death and
then, answering the
call fully, joins a wolf
pack in the forest,
becoming a legendary
figure, the "Ghost Dog"
of the North.

MAJOR THEMES:
THE STRUGGLE
BETWEEN
CIVILIZATION AND
INSTINCT

The Call Of The Wild
is a thematically rich
novel. While it operates
brilliantly as an
adventure story, its
true depth lies in the
complex ideas it
explores. The central
theme is the conflict
between civilization
and nature. Buck’s
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journey is a process of
"de-civilization," where
he sheds the learned
behaviors of the
domestic world to
rediscover his
primordial instincts.
This is not portrayed as
a tragic fall but as a
liberation. London
seems to suggest that
the veneer of
civilization is thin, and
that beneath it lies a
more authentic,
powerful, and often
brutal, primal self.

Another crucial theme
is the "survival of the
fittest." The Yukon is a
meritocracy of
strength. Buck
succeeds not just
because he is
physically large, but
because he is
intelligent, adaptable,
and learns quickly. He
learns to sleep buried
in the snow, to eat
ravenously, and to
fight without mercy.

London shows that

morality, as
understood in
civilization, is

irrelevant in the
wilderness. The only
sin is weakness.

Furthermore, the novel
explores the theme of
mastery and
leadership. Buck does
not simply survive; he
dominates. He learns
to challenge authority,
beat his rivals, and
command the respect
of the other dogs. This
is not cruelty for its
own sake, but a
necessary function of
the natural order.
Finally, the theme of
love and loyalty is
powerfully present in
the character of John
Thornton. Thornton
represents the ideal
master—one who earns
loyalty through
kindness and respect,
not force. Buck’s love
for Thornton is a



testament to the
enduring power of
connection, even in a
world defined by the
law of club and fang.

The
Character
of Buck:
A Study
N
Transfor
mation

Buck is one of the most
compelling

protagonists in
literature, largely
because his
transformation is so
complete and
believable. London

masterfully charts
Buck’s psychological

and physiological
evolution. In the
beginning, Buck is a
"sated aristocrat." He
is civilized, moral, and
dependent. As he
experiences the harsh
realities of the North,
he loses his "civilized"
inhibitions. He learns
to steal, and like his
primitive ancestors, he
feels a thrill of pride in
his successful theft, a
feeling that would have
shamed him in his old
life.

This transformation is
incremental. First, he
learns the "law of club
and fang." Then, he
learns to fight and kill.
Finally, he learns to
hear and heed the call.
London uses powerful
metaphors and sensory
language to describe
Buck's atavistic
memories. Buck
frequently has visions
of a "hairy man"
squatting by a fire, a
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primitive ancestor from
a previous age. These
visions suggest that
the "call" is not just an
external sound but a
genetic memory, an
echo of the past
trapped in his DNA. By
the end of the novel,
Buck is no longer a
domesticated dog; he
is a wild creature, a
"master of the pack,"
who sings the "song of
the wolf" and leads a
life of primal freedom.
His transformation
serves as a powerful
allegory for the human
desire to break free
from the constraints of
society.

THE HISTORICAL
AND CULTURAL
IMPACT OF THE
NOVEL

Upon its release, The
Call Of The Wild was
an immediate
sensation. It made Jack
London a wealthy and

famous author and
solidified his reputation
as a master of
adventure fiction. The
novel tapped into a
public fascination with
the Klondike Gold
Rush, a recent
historical event that
still captured the
popular imagination. It
also resonated with the
philosophical currents
of the time, particularly
Social Darwinism and
the growing unease
with the perceived
softness of modern,
urban life.

The impact of The Call
Of The Wild extends
far beyond its initial
publication. It is one of
the most famous
animal stories ever
written, often
compared (and
contrasted) with works
like Black Beauty and
White Fang. It has
been adapted into
numerous films,



television series, and
stage productions. The
2020 film adaptation
starring Harrison Ford
brought the story to a
new generation.
However, the novel's
place in the literary
canon has been
debated. While some
critics dismiss it as a
simple adventure
story, others, including
noted literary figures,
have praised its mythic
power and
philosophical depth. It
is routinely taught in
schools, often sparking
intense discussions
about determinism,
free will, and the
nature of instinct. The
phrase "the call of the
wild" itself has entered
the English lexicon,
used to describe
anyone who feels a
powerful urge to return
to nature or embrace a
more primitive
lifestyle.

Film
Adaptatio
ns and
Modern
Interpreta
tions

The visual power of
The Call Of The Wild
has made it a natural
target for Hollywood.
There have been at
least a dozen film and
television adaptations.
The earliest versions,
including a 1923 silent
film, sought to capture
the raw adventure of
the story. Later
adaptations, such as
the 1972 film starring
Charlton Heston,
leaned more heavily
into the human drama
and the relationship
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between Buck and John
Thornton.

The most recent major
adaptation, released in
2020 by 20th Century
Studios, utilized
groundbreaking CGl to
create a fully realized,
talking (in narration)
Buck. While the film
was a visual spectacle,
it was criticized by
some purists for
softening the novel's
darker edges, such as
Buck's savage fight
with Spitz and the
brutal realism of the
dogs' working
conditions. However, it
successfully introduced
the core themes of the
story to a wide, family-
oriented audience.
These adaptations
continually

demonstrate that The
Call Of The Wild is a
story that can be
reinterpreted for each
new era, its themes of
freedom, survival, and

the conflict between
civilization and nature
remaining perpetually
relevant. Each
adaptation reflects the
values and anxieties of
its own time, showing
the malleability and
enduring power of
London's original
vision.

THE ENDURING
APPEAL: WHY WE
STILL ANSWER THE
CALL

In an age of digital
saturation, climate
anxiety, and urban
sprawl, the appeal of
The Call Of The Wild
has arguably never
been stronger. We live
lives that are
increasingly mediated
by technology,
insulated from the raw
elements that our
ancestors faced daily.
There is a growing
yearning for
authenticity, for a



connection to
something real and
untamed. This novel
speaks directly to that
yearning. It validates
the feeling that there is
something noble and
powerful in the natural
world, something that
our modern comforts
cannot provide.

The story of Buck is
profoundly optimistic.
It suggests that even
the most domesticated
creature has a core of
wildness that can be
rediscovered. This
provides a powerful
metaphor for personal
transformation. It tells
us that it is possible to
shed the burdens of a
life we did not choose
and embrace a path
that feels more
authentic, even if that
path is harder and
more dangerous. The
Call Of The Wild does
not offer a sentimental
view of nature; it is
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harsh, dangerous, and
unforgiving. Yet, it is
also presented as the
ultimate source of

freedom and
fulfilment. For the
modern reader,

trapped in a world of
rules, schedules, and
digital noise, the novel
offers a thrilling,
vicarious escape into a
world of raw honesty
and primal power. It
reminds us that while
we have built cities
and laws, a part of us
remains forever
connected to the
forest, the snow, and
the howl of the wolf. It
is this timeless,
spiritual truth that
ensures The Call Of
The Wild will continue
to be read, loved, and
remembered for
generations to come.

CONCLUSION: THE
SONG OF THE
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WOLF

Jack London’s The Call
Of The Wild is far
more than a simple
story about a dog. It is
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a powerful,
philosophical novel
that explores the very
essence of life, instinct,
and the struggle for



