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INTRODUCTION: THE
UNDERRATED COMEDY AND ITS
ENDURING ONE-LINERS

In  1982,  a  peculiar  and  low-budget
comedy hit the big screen, introducing
audiences  to  a  character  that  would
become  a  cult  classic:  They  Call  Me
Bruce.  Starring  Korean-American
comedian  Johnny  Yune,  the  film  is  a
bizarre,  slapstick-filled  parody  of  the
martial  arts  genre,  specifically
lampooning the iconic Bruce Lee. While
the movie itself is often remembered for
its dated humor and production value, its
dialogue—particularly  the  witty,
philosophical, and often absurd sayings
of  the  protagonist—has  left  a  lasting
impression. In this article, we dive deep
into the world of They Call Me Bruce
quotes, exploring the most memorable
lines,  their  context  within  the  film,  and
why they still resonate with fans of cult
cinema and martial arts comedy. From
hilarious  misinterpretations  of  Eastern
philosophy to laugh-out-loud moments of
mistaken identity, these quotes capture
a unique blend of innocence and wit that
makes  the  movie  a  timeless  piece  of
nostalgia.

THE PREMISE BEHIND THE
LAUGHTER: A QUICK PLOT
OVERVIEW

Before  delving  into  the  quotes,  it  is
essential  to  understand  the  film  that
spawned  them.  They  Call  Me  Bruce

follows the story of a young Asian man
(played by Johnny Yune) who immigrates
to  the United States.  Mistaken for  the
legendary Bruce Lee due to his physical
resemblance  and  his  heritage,  he
becomes entangled with local gangs, a
hilarious  Mafia  plot,  and  a  series  of
martial  arts mishaps. The humor relies
heavily  on  cultural  misunderstandings,
physical comedy, and the protagonist’s
d e a d p a n  d e l i v e r y  o f  p s e u d o -
philosophical  advice.  Throughout  the
film,  our  hero  offers  pearls  of  wisdom
that are often nonsensical or hilariously
inappropriate  for  the  situation.  These
moments have become the most quoted
and beloved aspects of the movie.

TOP 10 UNFORGETTABLE THEY
CALL ME BRUCE QUOTES

Here is a curated list of the most iconic
and  quoted  lines  from  the  film.  Each
quote is  presented with its  context  so
you  can  appreciate  the  full  comedic
effect.

"Beware of the noodle of the1.
North."
One  of  the  most  enduring  lines
from  the  movie,  this  quote  is
uttered  early  in  the  film when the
protagonist is pretending to be a
wise  martial  arts  master.  The
“nood le  o f  the  Nor th”  i s  a
completely fabricated concept, but
the character delivers it with such
solemn  convict ion  that  h is
opponent  takes  it  seriously.  The
line  captures  the  film’s  core  joke:
that  flimsy,  Eastern-sounding
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nonsense  can  be  treated  as
profound  wisdom.
"He who licks his own hand2.
learns nothing from the dog."
Another classic example of broken
logic. The quote is meant to sound
like  a  deep  Zen  koan,  but  it  is
actually  a  playful  jab  at  the
absurdity  of  over-complicated
proverbs. Fans often use this line
to poke fun at pseudo-intellectual
statements.
"I make my own fortune3.
cookie."
This  line  is  delivered  when  the
protagonist  refuses  to  accept  a
simple fortune cookie at a Chinese
restaurant.  It  is  a  proud,  defiant
statement  that  underscores  his
character’s  quirky  independence.
In  a  way,  i t  symbol izes  the
immigrant experience: refusing to
be defined by stereotypes.
"You break my rice bowl, I4.
break your face."
A  more  aggressive,  street-smart
line that perfectly blends the film’s
martial arts action with comedy. It
is  a  simple,  effective  threat  that
showcases  the  character’s  no-
nonsense  attitude  when  push
comes  to  shove.
"A man who can catch a fly5.
with chopsticks can also catch
a bullet with his teeth."
An entirely ludicrous claim that the
protagonist makes with a straight
face.  This  quote  exemplifies  the
film’s  flavor  of  exaggeration  and
absurd  hyperbole  that  keeps  the
audience laughing.
"Do not mistake my kindness6.
for weakness. I am kind, but I
am also strong. Like a panda."

A quote that has gained new life in
the  age  of  internet  memes.  The
comparison to a panda—gentle but
powerful—is  both  hilarious  and
oddly  endearing.  It  reflects  the
film’s charm: a genuine attempt at
wisdom that ends up silly.
"He who stand on toilet, high7.
on pot."
This line is  a play on words and
cultural misunderstandings. It is a
crude yet clever pun that still gets
a  groan-laugh from audiences.  It
demonstrates  how  the  movie
revels  in  lowbrow humor without
apology.
"There is no spoon... but there8.
is a fork."
A cheeky reference to The Matrix?
Not  exactly—this  line  predates
that  film  by  nearly  two  decades.
The quote is part of a scene where
the  protagonist  uses  kitchen
utensils  to  explain  the  universe,
mixing  existent ia l ism  with
ridiculousness.
"I am not Bruce Lee. I am9.
Bruce... Lee’s cousin. From
Cleveland."
This  quote addresses  the central
conceit of the film: the protagonist
is  constantly  mistaken  for  Bruce
Lee.  He awkwardly  tries  to  deflect
the  attention,  leading  to  even
more  confusion.  It  highlights  the
comedy of  identity  and mistaken
perception.
"You must be like water, my10.
friend... but also like ice, and
sometimes like steam. And
maybe like a rock."
A  direct  parody  of  Bruce  Lee’s
famous  “be  water,  my  friend”
philosophy.  Here,  the protagonist
overcomplicates  the  metaphor
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until  it  loses all  meaning.  It  is  a
hilarious  deconstruction  of  the
original  wisdom.

THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF THEY
CALL ME BRUCE QUOTES

Why do these lines still matter decades
later? The They Call Me Bruce quotes
have  found  a  second  life  on  social
media, in meme culture, and among fans
of  obscure 80s cinema. The film itself  is
not  a  masterpiece,  but  its  humor  is
ironically  timeless.  The  quotes  work
because  they  walk  a  fine  line  between
intentional satire and accidental silliness.
Asian-American  comedians  have  often
c i ted  th is  movie  as  a  nosta lg ic
touchstone, a reminder of a time when
ethnic  stereotypes  were  often  the
punchline,  but  also  a  stepping  stone
toward more nuanced representation.
The  quotes  also  appeal  to  lovers  of
martial  arts  films  who  appreciate  the
parody  of  Bruce  Lee’s  iconic  sayings.
Bruce  Lee’s  real-life  philosophies  were
profound and inspiring. In contrast, the
quotes  in  They  Call  Me  Bruce  are
intentionally  shallow and contradictory,
making them perfect for mocking overly
serious martial arts tropes. For example,
the character’s advice about the “noodle
of the North” has become a running joke
among fans who use it to describe any
vague, unhelpful advice.

CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS: HOW
THE QUOTES REFLECT THE
FILM’S THEMES

Underneath the slapstick, They Call Me
Bruce  touches  on  themes  of  identity,
assimilation,  and  the  absurdity  of
stereotypes. The quotes often serve as a
coping mechanism for  the protagonist,
who  is  lost  in  a  foreign  culture.  His

spewed “wisdom” is his way of asserting
control  in  a  world  he  does  not  fully
understand. For instance, when he says,
“I make my own fortune cookie,” it
is a statement of defiance against being
boxed into a predictable role. Similarly,
the line “Do not mistake my kindness
for  weakness”  reflects  a  desire  to  be
respected despite his comedic persona.
These quotes are also a product of their
era—a time when cross-cultural  humor
was often clumsy. Yet, today’s audiences
can appreciate them with a modern lens,
recognizing  both  the  cringe  and  the
charm.  The  film’s  quotes  remain
shareable precisely because they are so
quotable in their absurdity. They do not
require  deep  understanding;  they  just
require a sense of humor.

WHY “THEY CALL ME BRUCE”
QUOTES ARE STILL RELEVANT IN
POP CULTURE

In the era of the internet, short, punchy,
and bizarre quotes thrive. Platforms like
Twitter, Reddit, and TikTok have revived
interest  in  obscure  movie  lines,  and
They  Call  Me  Bruce  quotes  fit  the
mold  perfectly.  Their  surreal  nature
makes them ideal for reaction memes or
as humorous comebacks. Moreover, the
recent resurgence of 80s nostalgia has
brought renewed attention to forgotten
films.  Fans  of  Bruce  Lee,  comedy,  and
Asian-American  cinema  often  discover
this  movie  and  find  themselves  sharing
its  lines  with  friends.
Furthermore,  the  film’s  quotes  are
frequently  sampled  or  referenced  in
other media. For example, the “noodle of
the North” line has appeared in online
quiz  memes  and  parody  videos.  The
quote “He who stand on toilet, high on
pot” is still  used as a pun example in
linguistic  humor  forums.  The  movie’s
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legacy is  smaller  than that  of  classics
like  Enter  the  Dragon,  but  its  quotes
have  a  unique  staying  power  because
they are so bizarre and unpretentious.

MEMORABLE SCENES THAT MADE
THESE QUOTES ICONIC

Let’s revisit the scenes that gave birth to
these unforgettable lines. The “noodle of
the  North”  line  occurs  during  a  fight
where  the  protagonist  faces  a  gang
leader. He assumes a kung fu pose and
begins to lecture his opponent about a
mythical noodle attack. The gang leader,
impressed and confused,  backs  off.  This
scene  is  a  perfect  example  of  using
bluster  and  fake  wisdom  to  win  a
physical confrontation.
The “panda” line comes from a moment
of confrontation with a bully. Instead of
fighting,  the  protagonist  tries  de-
escalation  with  a  weird  analogy.  The
bully  is  so  baffled  that  he  loses  his
nerve.  This  scene  demonstrates  that
sometimes, the most effective weapon is
a bewildering statement.
Another  standout  scene  involves  the
fortune cookie refusal. The protagonist is
in a Chinese restaurant and the waiter
offers him a cookie. He insists on making
his own, leading to a complicated and
pointless action. The quote encapsulates
his stubborn nature and his desire not to
be defined by others’ expectations.

HOW TO USE THESE QUOTES IN
EVERYDAY CONVERSATION

While  these  quotes  are  primarily  for
entertainment, they can be used in daily
conversation to inject humor or defuse
tension.  For  example,  if  a  friend gives
you overly complicated advice, you can
respond with “Beware of the noodle
o f  t h e  N o r t h . ”  I f  s o m e o n e
misinterprets  your  polite  behavior  as

weakness,  drop  the  panda  line.  These
quotes work best when delivered with a
straight  face,  mimicking Johnny Yune’s
deadpan style. They are also great for
themed parties or movie nights. Just be
prepared for blank stares from anyone
who hasn’t seen the film.

THE LEGACY OF JOHNNY YUNE
AND THE FILM’S QUOTES

Johnny Yune, who passed away in 2020,
was a talented comedian and actor who
broke  ground  as  an  Asian-American
performer  in  the  1980s.  They  Call  Me
Bruce  remains  his  most  famous  work.
While he faced criticism for perpetuating
some stereotypes, many fans argue that
the  film  is  a  satire  that  subverts  them.
His  character’s  quotes,  in  particular,
highlight the ridiculousness of assuming
all  Asians  are  martial  arts  masters.
Yune’s delivery is key: he never winks at
the camera, which makes the absurdity
even funnier.
Today, the They Call Me Bruce quotes
serve as a time capsule of a certain kind
of  comedy.  They  are  not  politically
correct,  but they are harmless in their
goofiness.  For  lovers  of  cult  films,  they
represent a hidden gem that deserves
more recognition. The quotes have even
inspired modern parodies and homages,
ensuring  that  the  spirit  of  the  film  lives
on.

CONCLUSION: THE LASTING
CHARM OF “THEY CALL ME
BRUCE” QUOTES

In summary, the They Call Me Bruce
quotes  are  more  than  just  one-liners
from a forgotten 80s comedy. They are a
testament  to  the  film’s  unique  brand  of
humor—a  mix  of  cultural  confusion,
earnest parody, and joyful silliness. From
the famous “noodle of the North” to the
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oddly profound “I make my own fortune
cookie,” these quotes continue to bring
smiles  to  those  who  discover  them.
Whether  you  are  a  longtime fan  or  a
newcomer exploring cult cinema, these
quotes  offer  a  pure,  nostalgic  dose  of

laughter.  So  next  time  you  need  a
ridiculous  philosophical  statement  or  a
pun  about  toilets,  remember:  you  can
always borrow from They Call Me Bruce.
After  all,  he  who  quotes  the  noodle,
walks the path of laughter.


