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UNDERSTANDING
THE AM PAC 6
CLICKS SCORING
SYSTEM: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE

I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
precision  shooting,
c o m p e t i t i v e
marksmanship,  and
tact i ca l  t ra in ing ,
scoring  systems  are
t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f
p e r f o r m a n c e
evaluation. Among the
various  methodologies
used to assess shooter
accuracy, the Am Pac 6
Clicks  Scoring  system
has  emerged  as  a
distinctive  and  highly

effective  approach.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned competitor, a
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
firearms  instructor,  or
a  recreational  shooter
looking  to  improve
y o u r  s k i l l s ,
understanding  this
scoring  method  can
transform the way you
a p p r o a c h  t a r g e t
p r a c t i c e  a n d
compet i t ion.  Th is
article  provides  an in-
depth  exploration  of
the  Am  Pac  6  Clicks
Scoring  system,  its
origins,  mechanics,
benefits,  and  practical
applications.

WHAT IS AM PAC 6
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CLICKS SCORING?

The  term  Am  Pac  6
Clicks  Scoring  refers
to a specialized scoring
methodology  used
primarily  in  firearms
t r a i n i n g  a n d
competitive  shooting
events. At its core, this
system  eva luates
shooter  performance
b a s e d  o n  a
combination  of  shot
placement  accuracy
and  the  number  of
a d j u s t m e n t s ,  o r
"clicks,"  required  to
achieve a precise point
of  aim. The "6 Clicks"
e lement  typ ica l ly
r e p r e s e n t s  a
standardized  unit  of
measurement  tied  to
scope  adjustment  or
sight  correction,  while
"Am  Pac"  i s  o f ten
assoc iated  wi th  a
specific  training
protocol or ammunition
packaging  standard
t h a t  e m p h a s i z e s

c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d
repeatabil ity.
In practice, the Am Pac
6 Clicks Scoring system
assigns  value  to  both
the raw hit  score and
the shooter's ability to
m a n a g e  t h e i r
equipment  efficiently.
T h i s  d u a l  f o c u s
encourages  marksmen
to  not  only  h i t  the
target  but  a lso  to
u n d e r s t a n d  a n d
optimize their  sighting
system,  making  it  a
holistic evaluation tool
rather  than  a  simple
pass-fail metric.

The
Origin
and
Evolution



Am Pac 6 Clicks Scoring 3

3

of the
System
The  Am  Pac  6  Clicks
Scoring  system traces
its roots to military and
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
training  environments
w h e r e  r e s o u r c e
efficiency and accuracy
under  pressure  are
paramount.  The  term
"Am Pac" is believed to
d e r i v e  f r o m
"Ammunition  Package"
or  "American  Pacific,"
depend ing  on  the
context,  and refers  to
s t a n d a r d i z e d
ammunition  lots  used
for  qualification  and
practice. The "6 Clicks"
component  comes
from  the  incremental
adjustment mechanism
found  on  many  rifle
and  pistol  scopes,
w h e r e  e a c h  c l i c k
represents  a  precise
a n g u l a r  c h a n g e ,

typically 1/4 Minute of
Angle  (MOA)  or  0.1
mill iradian.
Over  time,  instructors
a n d  c o m p e t i t o r s
r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t
traditional  scoring
sys tems  fa i l ed  to
a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e
shooter's  ability  to
diagnose  and  correct
their  own  errors.  A
shooter  might  fire  a
tight  group  but  miss
the  cente r ,  wh i l e
another  might  have  a
wider  dispersion  but
land  c loser  to  the
bullseye. The Am Pac 6
Clicks  Scoring  system
bridges  this  gap  by
incorporat ing  the
c o n c e p t  o f
a d j u s t m e n t
efficiency  into  the
final  score.  This
evolution  reflects  a
b r o a d e r  s h i f t  i n
m a r k s m a n s h i p
education toward data-
driven  performance
analysis.
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HOW THE AM PAC
6 CLICKS SCORING
SYSTEM WORKS

To fully grasp the Am
Pac  6  Clicks  Scoring
system, it is necessary
to break down its key
components  and  the
scoring  algorithm that
underp ins  i t .  The
system is built around
t h r e e  p r i m a r y
variables:  hit  location,
click adjustment value,
and  shot  sequence
consistency.

Core
Compone
nts of the
System

Hit Zone
Scoring: Each
shot is assigned
a base score
based on its

position on the
target, with
higher values
awarded for
shots closer to
the center. This
part of the
system is similar
to traditional
bullseye scoring
but uses a finer
gradation to
reward precision.
Click
Adjustment
Tracking: The
shooter records
the number of
scope or sight
clicks applied
between shots or
during a course
of fire. The
system then
calculates a
"click efficiency"
score, which
rewards minimal
and purposeful
adjustments.
Excessive or
unnecessary
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clicks indicate a
lack of
preparation or
understanding of
the equipment.
Sequence
Multiplier:
Shots are
evaluated in
sequence to
assess
consistency. A
string of shots
with minimal
click changes
and tight
grouping
receives a higher
multiplier than a
series with
erratic
adjustments and
wide dispersion.

The
Scoring

Formula
The  final  score  in  the
Am Pac 6 Clicks system
is  der ived  us ing  a
weighted  formula  that
balances accuracy and
adjustment  discipline.
A  simplified
representation  of  the
formula  is  as  follows:
Final  Score  =  (Hit
Zone  Average  ×
6 0 % )  +  ( C l i c k
Efficiency  ×  30%)  +
( S e q u e n c e
Consistency × 10%)
In this formula, the hit
zone  average  rewards
raw  marksmanship,
click  efficiency
encourages  smart
e q u i p m e n t
management,  and
sequence  consistency
promotes  repeatable
performance.  The  "6
Clicks" threshold often
s e r v e s  a s  a
benchmark:  shooters
who  achieve  thei r
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desired  zero  or  group
center  within  six  total
a d j u s t m e n t s  a r e
considered  highly
proficient,  while  those
requiring  more  may
n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l
training  or  equipment
evaluation.

BENEFITS OF THE
AM PAC 6 CLICKS
SCORING SYSTEM

Adopting the Am Pac 6
Clicks  Scoring  system
offers  several  distinct
advantages  for  both
individual shooters and
training  organizations.
These  benefits  extend
beyond  the  firing  line
and  into  the  broader
c o n t e x t  o f
m a r k s m a n s h i p
e d u c a t i o n  a n d
p e r f o r m a n c e
optimization.

Enhanced
Diagnosti
c
Capability
Traditional  scoring
systems tell you where
you hit the target, but
they rarely explain why
you missed the center.
The  Am  Pac  6  Clicks
system  provides  a
diagnostic  framework
that separates shooter
error  from  equipment
error. By tracking click
adjustments  alongside
h i t  l o c a t i o n ,  a n
instructor  can  quickly
determine  whether  a
shooter  is  struggling
with  trigger  control,
sight  alignment,  or
scope  zeroing.  This
g r a n u l a r  i n s i g h t
a c c e l e r a t e s  t h e
learning  curve  and
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reduces  ammunition
waste.

Promotes
Equipme
nt
Familiarit
y
Many  shooters  treat
their  rifle  or  pistol
scope as a black box,
m a k i n g  r a n d o m
adjustments  without
understanding  the
m e c h a n i c a l
relationship  between
cl icks  and  point  of
impact. The Am Pac 6
Clicks  Scoring  system
forces  shooters  to
engage  wi th  the i r
e q u i p m e n t
deliberately. Recording
e a c h  c l i c k  a n d
observing  its  effect  on
the  target  builds  a

deeper  understanding
of the sighting system,
leading  to  faster  and
more  confident
adjustments  in  the
field.

Encourag
es
Efficiency
Under
Pressure
I n  compet i t i ve  o r
tactical scenarios, time
is  often  limited,  and
u n n e c e s s a r y
adjustments  can  cost
precious  seconds  or
even  compromise  a
miss ion.  The  c l ick
efficiency  component
of  the  system  trains
shoote rs  to  make
calculated,  minimal
adjustments  rather
t h a n  g u e s s i n g  o r
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overcorrecting.  This
discipline  translates
directly  to  improved
performance  in  timed
events,  qualification
courses, and real-world
applications  where
split-second  decisions
matter.

PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS OF
AM PAC 6 CLICKS
SCORING

The  versatility  of  the
A m  P a c  6  C l i c k s
Scoring system makes
it  suitable  for  a  wide
range  of  shoot ing
disciplines and training
environments.  Below
are some of the most
common  and  effective
applications.

Competiti
ve

Shooting
Events
In  precision  rifle
competitions,  where
s h o o t e r s  e n g a g e
targets  at  varying
d i s t a n c e s  a n d
positions, the ability to
quickly and accurately
adjust for windage and
elevation  is  critical.
The  Am  Pac  6  Clicks
system  provides  a
standardized  way  to
score not just the hits
but  also  the  shooter's
adjustment  strategy.
Competitors  who  can
achieve  a  zero  with
f e w e r  c l i c k s  a n d
maintain  that  zero
across  multiple  stages
a r e  r e w a r d e d ,
incentivizing  both  skill
and preparation.
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Law
Enforcem
ent and
Military

Training
For  law  enforcement
and  mil itary  units,
a m m u n i t i o n
conservat ion  and
training  efficiency  are
ongoing concerns. The
A m  P a c  6  C l i c k s
Scoring  system allows
instructors to evaluate
a  recruit's  or  officer's
m a r k s m a n s h i p
progress  with  fewer
rounds by focusing on
the quality of each shot
and  the  logic  behind
each  adjustment.  This
approach is particularly
va luab le  i n  bas i c
training and advanced
marksmanship courses

w h e r e  t i m e  a n d
resources are limited.

Hunters
and
Outdoor
Enthusias
ts
Hunters  who  rely  on
scoped  rifles  for
ethical,  clean  ki l ls
benefit  from  a  scoring
s y s t e m  t h a t
emphasizes  precision
a n d  e q u i p m e n t
mastery. Using the Am
P a c  6  C l i c k s
methodology  during
pre-season  practice
helps hunters establish
a  rel iable  zero  and
develop  the  discipline
t o  m a k e  q u i c k ,
accurate  adjustments
in the field. The system
a l s o  e n c o u r a g e s
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hunters  to  document
their scope settings for
different  distances  and
conditions,  creating  a
personal data log that
improves  success
rates.

TIPS FOR
IMPLEMENTING
THE AM PAC 6
CLICKS SCORING
SYSTEM

Transitioning to a new
scoring system can feel
daunting  at  first,  but
w i th  a  s t ruc tured
approach, the Am Pac
6  Clicks  methodology
can  be  integrated
smoothly  into  your
ex i s t i ng  rou t ine .
Consider  the  following
tips to get started.

Step 1:
Standardi

ze Your
Equipme
nt
Before you can reliably
t r a c k  c l i c k
adjustments, you need
a consistent  reference
point.  Ensure  your
s c o p e  o r  s i g h t  i s
properly  mounted and
t o r q u e d  t o
specifications.  Record
the  exac t  mode l ,
reticle  type,  and  click
value  (e.g.,  1/4  MOA
per  c l ick)  for  your
p r i m a r y  o p t i c .
C o n s i s t e n c y  i n
equipment  reduces
variables  and  makes
your scoring data more
meaningful.

Step 2:
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Create a
Scorecar
d

Template
D e s i g n  a  s i m p l e
scorecard that includes
c o l u m n s  f o r  s h o t
number ,  h i t  zone
score, click adjustment
amount,  and  notes.
You  can  use  a  paper
template  or  a  digital
spreadsheet. The act of
r e c o r d i n g  e a c h
adjustment  reinforces
the habit of deliberate
scope  management
a n d  p r o v i d e s  a
permanent  record  for
analysis.

Step 3:

Start with
Slow Fire
Practice
Begin using the Am Pac
6 Clicks Scoring system
during  slow  fire
pract ice  sess ions
where you have ample
time  to  think  through
each  shot.  Focus  on
making  purposeful
adjustments  based  on
observed impact shifts
rather  than  random
guesses.  Over  time,
you  will  develop  an
intuitive sense of  how
m a n y  c l i c k s  a r e
needed  to  move  your
po in t  o f  impac t  a
specific distance on the
target.

Step 4:
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Incorpora
te into
Qualificat
ion

Courses
O n c e  y o u  a r e
comfortable  with  the
system,  integrate  it
i n t o  s t a n d a r d
qualification courses or
pract ice  matches.
Compare your Am Pac
6  Clicks  scores  with
traditional  scores  to
s e e  h o w  t h e  t w o
metrics  correlate.  You
may  discover  that  a
s h o o t e r  w i t h  a
moderate  raw  score
but  excellent  cl ick
efficiency  actually
p e r f o r m s  m o r e
consistently  than  a
shooter with a high raw
sco re  bu t  e r ra t i c

adjustments.

COMPARING AM
PAC 6 CLICKS
SCORING TO
TRADITIONAL
SYSTEMS

To fully appreciate the
value of the Am Pac 6
Clicks  Scoring system,
it is helpful to compare
it  with  conventional
scoring  methods  used
in shooting sports and
training.

Tradition
al Ring
Scoring
Most  bul lseye  and
silhouette  targets  use
a  ring-based  scoring
system  where  the
h i g h e s t  v a l u e  i s
awarded  for  shots  in
the  center  ring  and
lower values for  outer
rings. While simple and
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intuitive,  this  system
ignores the process by
which  the  shooter
achieved  the  result.
Two  shooters  could
have  identical  final
scores  but  vas t l y
different  adjustment
behaviors,  and  the
tradit ional  system
would not capture this
difference.

Group
Size

Scoring
Group  size  scoring
measures the diameter
of a shot group and is
p o p u l a r  a m o n g
precision rifle shooters.
This  method  focuses
e x c l u s i v e l y  o n
consistency  but  does
not  account  for  the
g r o u p ' s  l o c a t i o n
relative to the intended
point  of  aim.  A  tight
group that is off-center
may


