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THE ICONIC VOICE OF A
GENERATION: EXPLORING THE
BAY CITY ROLLERS LEAD SINGER

The Bay City Rollers remain one of the
most  defining  acts  of  the  1970s  pop
revolution.  With  their  infectious
melodies, tartan-clad image, and a fan
frenzy  that  rivaled  Beatlemania,  the
Scottish  band  captured  the  hearts  of
millions. At the center of this whirlwind
stood the unmistakable voice of the Bay
City  Rol lers  lead  singer ,  Les
McKeown.  While  the band had several
vocalists  over  its  long  and  often
tumultuous  history,  McKeown  is  the
name  most  fans  associate  with  the
group's  golden era.  This  article  delves
into the life, legacy, and impact of the
man who fronted the Rollers during their
peak,  as  well  as  a  look  at  the  other
singers  who  helped  shape  the  band’s
story.

Who Was the
Bay City Rollers
Lead Singer?
The  most  famous  and  longest-serving
Bay City Rollers lead singer was Les
McKeown (born Leslie Richard McKeown
on 12 November 1955).  He joined the
band in 1973 at the age of 17, replacing
original vocalist Gordon "Scooby" Clark.
With McKeown at the helm, the Rollers

achieved  unprecedented  international
success.  His  energetic  stage presence,
distinctive  raspy  tenor,  and  boyish
charm made him the focal point of the
group’s meteoric rise. McKeown fronted
the band through all of its biggest hits,
including  "Bye  Bye  Baby,"  "Shang-a-
Lang,"  "Summerlove  Sensation,"  and
"Give  a  Little  Love."
However,  the  title  of  Bay  City  Rollers
lead  singer  is  shared  by  a  few  other
talented  individuals.  Before  McKeown,
the  band  had  several  lead  vocalists
during its formative years in Edinburgh.
The  original  lineup  in  the  mid-1960s
featured  Alan  Longmuir,  who  initially
played guitar and sang, alongside other
members  who  rotated  vocal  duties.
When  the  band  decided  to  pursue  a
more polished pop sound, they brought
in  McKeown,  who  would  become  the
definitive voice of the Rollers.

The Rise of Les
McKeown: The
Definitive Bay
City Rollers Lead
Singer
Les McKeown’s journey to becoming the
Bay  City  Rollers  lead  singer  is  a
classic  tale  of  pop  stardom.  Born  in
Edinburgh, he grew up listening to soul
and  rock  ‘n’  roll.  He  answered  an
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advertisement for a singer placed by the
band’s  manager,  Tam  Paton.  At  the
audition,  McKeown’s  raw  energy  and
vocal power immediately impressed the
group. He was hired on the spot, and the
chemistry was electric.
Within months, the Rollers recorded their
first  major  hit  with  McKeown:  "Keep  on
Dancing" in 1974. The song reached the
top  of  the  UK  charts,  and  the  band’s
signature sound—a blend of catchy pop
hooks, jangling guitars, and McKeown’s
charismatic  vocals—was  born.  The
following year, "Bye Bye Baby" became
a global sensation, selling over a million
copies  in  the  UK  alone.  McKeown’s
emotional  delivery  of  the  ballad,
combined with the band’s synchronized
dance moves and tartan outfits,  created
a cultural phenomenon.

KEY HITS FRONTED BY LES
MCKEOWN

Bye Bye Baby – The band’s
biggest single, a cover of the Four
Seasons song, became the anthem
of the Rollers era.
Shang-a-Lang – An upbeat,
singalong track that became a fan
favorite and a staple of their live
shows.
Summerlove Sensation – A
bubbly summer hit that showcased
McKeown’s ability to switch from
tender ballads to playful pop.
Give a Little Love – The band’s
second UK number one, a sweet
declaration of young love.
Money Honey – A rockier edge
that demonstrated the lead
singer’s versatility.

Life After the
Spotlight: The
Bay City Rollers
Lead Singer’s
Later Career
As the 1970s wound down, the Bay City
Rollers’  popularity  waned,  and internal
conflicts  led  to  McKeown’s  departure  in
1978.  He  pursued  a  solo  career,
releasing  albums such as  All  Together
Now  and I’ll  Be the One,  but he never
recaptured  the  massive  commercial
success  of  his  Rollers  days.  He  also
faced  personal  challenges,  including
battles  with  addiction  and  the  tragic
death  of  his  wife  in  a  car  accident.
Despite  these  difficulties,  McKeown
remained  a  beloved  figure  among  fans,
performing reunion shows and releasing
new music well into the 2000s.
He also became an advocate for mental
health and addiction recovery, speaking
openly  about  h is  struggles.  His
autobiography,  The  Phenomenon:  The
Li fe  and  Times  of  Les  McKeown ,
published in 2011, offered a candid look
at the highs and lows of being the Bay
City  Rollers  lead  singer.  McKeown
passed away on 20 April 2021 at the age
of  65,  leaving behind a  legacy of  joy,
music, and a dedicated fan base that still
celebrates  his  contributions  to  pop
history.

Other Lead
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Singers Who
Shaped the Bay

City Rollers
While Les McKeown is the most famous
Bay City Rollers lead singer, he was
not  the  only  one.  The  band’s  earlier
years featured several vocalists:

GORDON "SCOOBY" CLARK

Clark  was  the  lead  singer  during  the
band’s early days in the late 1960s and
early  1970s,  before  they  adopted  the
tartan image. His vocal style was more
rock-oriented, and he can be heard on
early singles like "Keep on Dancing" (the
original  version,  not  the  later  hit).
However, his tenure was short-lived, and
he left in 1973.

ALAN LONGMUIR

Before  becoming  the  bassist,  Alan
Longmuir  occasionally  served  as  lead
vocalist.  His  contributions  are  often
overlooked, but he sang on some of the
band’s earliest recordings. After leaving
the band in the early 1980s, he returned
for various reunions.

DUNCAN FAURE

After McKeown’s departure in 1978, the
Rollers  recruited  South  African  singer
Duncan  Faure  as  the  new  Bay  City
Rollers lead singer. Faure fronted the
band  during  a  transitional  period,
releasing the album Voxx and the single
"Turn  the  Radio  Up."  He  brought  a
different  energy  to  the  group,  but  the
magic of the McKeown era could not be
replicated. Faure later found success as
a session musician and composer.

The Enduring
Legacy of the
Bay City Rollers
Lead Singer
T h e  B a y  C i t y  R o l l e r s  l e a d
s i n g e r — e s p e c i a l l y  L e s
McKeown—symbolizes  an  era  of  pure,
unadulterated  pop  music.  The  band’s
influence can be heard  in  later  acts  like
the Backstreet Boys, *NSYNC, and even
punk bands that admired their energy.
McKeown’s  voice  continues  to  be
streamed  millions  of  times  on  digital
platforms, and their songs are staples of
1970s  nostalgia  playlists.  The  tartan
trend  they  started  still  appears  in
fashion,  and  their  live  performances
(including  reunion  tours)  continue  to
draw crowds eager to relive the magic.
McKeown’s story is one of triumph and
tragedy, but ultimately, it is a testament
to the power of music to create joy and
connection. Fans remember him not just
as the lead singer, but as the heart of
the Bay City Rollers. His passing in 2021
was  mourned  worldwide,  with  tributes
pouring in from artists like Tony Visconti,
Sir  Paul  McCartney,  and  thousands  of
fans who grew up with his voice as the
soundtrack of their youth.

FAQs About the
Bay City Rollers
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Lead Singer
Who was the original lead1.
singer of the Bay City Rollers?
The original lead singer was
Gordon "Scooby" Clark, who left in
1973. Les McKeown replaced him
and became the most famous lead
singer.
Did Les McKeown write the2.
band’s songs? McKeown co-
wrote some later material, but the
majority of the Rollers’ biggest hits
were written by professional
songwriters like Phil Wainman, Bill
Martin, and Phil Coulter.
What happened to the Bay City3.
Rollers lead singer after the
band split? After leaving the
Rollers, McKeown released solo
albums, faced personal struggles,
and later performed reunion
shows. He remained active until
his death in 2021.
Are there any living lead4.
singers of the Bay City Rollers?
As of 2025, Duncan Faure (lead
singer 1978-1981) is still alive.

Alan Longmuir passed away in
2018, Les McKeown in 2021.
Who sang the most famous5.
Bay City Rollers songs? Les
McKeown sang all of the band’s
major hits from 1974 to 1978,
including "Bye Bye Baby," "Shang-
a-Lang," and "Give a Little Love."

Conclusion
The story of the Bay City Rollers cannot
be  told  without  highlighting  its  lead
voca l i s t ,  Les  McKeown.  As  the
unmistakable  Bay  City  Rollers  lead
singer, he gave voice to a generation of
teenagers who found freedom, fun, and
identity in the band’s music. While other
vocalists  contributed  to  the  band’s
history, it is McKeown’s name and voice
that echo through time. His legacy lives
on in every stream of "Bye Bye Baby"
and every fan still  wearing tartan. The
Bay  City  Rollers  may  have  been  a
manufactured pop band, but their lead
singer  was  anything  but  artificial—he
was the real, raw, and unforgettable soul
of the Rollers.


