
Ed Sheeran Give Me Love Chords No Capo
Easy 1

Ed Sheeran Give Me
Love Chords No
Capo Easy

Ed Sheeran
Give Me Love
Chords No
Capo Easy

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com

by Alijah & Saige

MASTERING ED
SHEERAN’S GIVE
ME LOVE: EASY NO
CAPO CHORDS FOR
BEGINNERS

There  are  few  songs
that  capture  the  raw,
aching  vulnerability  of
young  love  quite  like
Ed Sheeran’s “Give Me
Love.” Released on his
iconic  album +  (Plus),
t h e  t r a c k  i s  a
m a s t e r p i e c e  o f
dynamic  bui ld-up,
shifting from a gentle,
plaintive  verse  to  a
t h u n d e r o u s ,

emotionally  charged
chorus.  For  guitarists,
it is a rite of passage.
H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
popular  tutorials  insist
on using a capo on the
third fret to match Ed’s
vocal key. While that is
perfect  for  singing
a long ,  i t  can  be  a
barrier  for  absolute
beginners  who  don’t
own a capo or who are
st i l l  bui lding  their
finger  strength.
This guide is designed
specifically for you. We
are  going  to  explore
the Ed Sheeran Give
Me  Love  chords  no
capo  easy  method,
allowing you to play a

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Ed Sheeran Give Me Love Chords No
Capo Easy

2024-05-24

beautiful,  recognizable
version  of  this  song
w i th  s imp le  open
chords.  By the end of
this  article,  you  will
have a solid rhythm, a
c l e a r  c h o r d
progression,  and  the
confidence  to  strum
along  to  one  of  the
most heartfelt songs of
the 2010s. Let’s unlock
the magic of this track
without any extra gear.

WHY PLAY GIVE
ME LOVE WITHOUT
A CAPO?

Before we dive into the
chords,  i t  is  worth
understanding  why
playing “Give Me Love”
without  a  capo  is  not
just  a  compromise—it
is  a  fantastic  learning
exercise.  The  original
recording uses a lot of
open strings and quirky
voicings  that  flow
beautifully  from  the
c a p o  p o s i t i o n .
However,  when  you

remove  the  capo  and
shift  the shapes down
the  neck ,  you  a re
essentially  transposing
t h e  s o n g  i n t o  a
different  key
(specifically, the key of
G rather than B-flat).
For a beginner, this is a
massive  advantage.
The  chord  shapes  we
will  use—G, Cadd9, D,
a n d  E m — a r e  t h e
bui ld ing  b locks  of
m o d e r n  a c o u s t i c
music.  You  encounter
them in countless pop,
rock,  and  folk  songs.
By mastering the Give
Me  Love  chords  no
capo  easy  version,
y o u  a r e  n o t  j u s t
learning one song; you
are  learning  a  chord
vocabulary  that  will
serve  you  for  years.
Additionally,  playing
without  a  capo  forces
you  to  pay  c l ose r
attention to your finger
p l a c e m e n t  a n d
s t r u m m i n g  h a n d
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dynamics,  which  are
the  secret  ingredients
to  making  this  song
sound  emotional  and
powerful.

THE CORE CHORD
PROGRESSION: NO
CAPO, NO
PROBLEM

Here is the best news:
the backbone of “Give
M e  L o v e ”  i s
surprisingly  simple.
The  song  revolves
around a  loop of  four
chords.  We  are  going
to  look  at  the  shapes
you need to make this
happen.  Please  tune
your guitar to standard
tuning (EADGBE).

The
Chords
You Need

to Know
G Major (G):
This is your
anchor. Place
your middle
finger on the 3rd
fret of the low E
string, your index
finger on the 2nd
fret of the A
string, and your
ring finger on the
3rd fret of the
high E string. Let
the other strings
ring open.
Cadd9 (Cadd9):
This is the secret
weapon for Ed
Sheeran’s sound.
It sounds richer
than a standard
C chord. Place
your middle
finger on the 3rd
fret of the A
string, your index
finger on the 2nd
fret of the D
string, and your
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ring finger on the
3rd fret of the B
string. The G
string stays
open.
D Major (D): A
classic open
chord. Place your
index finger on
the 2nd fret of
the G string, your
ring finger on the
3rd fret of the B
string, and your
middle finger on
the 2nd fret of
the high E string.
You can strum
from the D string
down.
Em (Em): The
emotional heart
of the
progression.
Place your
middle finger on
the 2nd fret of
the A string and
your ring finger
on the 2nd fret of
the D string.
Strum all strings.

This set of four chords
forms the entire basis
for  the  Ed  Sheeran
Give Me Love chords
n o  c a p o  e a s y
arrangement.  If  you
can  switch  between
these shapes, you are
80% of the way there.

STEP-BY-STEP
BREAKDOWN OF
THE SONG
STRUCTURE

Let ’ s  app ly  these
chords  to  the  different
sections  of  the  song.
Remember, the key to
“Give Me Love” is not
just  the  chords—it’s
the rhythm. Ed uses a
l o t  o f  pe r cuss i ve
strumming  and  ghost
notes. We will simplify
this for a clean, easy-
to-learn  strumming
pattern.
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The Intro
and

Verses
The song begins softly.
For the intro, you can
simply pick through the
chords  or  do  a  very
light,  down-up  strum.
The progression for the
verse is:
G  |  C a d d 9  |  G  |
Cadd9 | G | Em | D |
Cadd9
Play each chord for two
beats (or one measure
depending  on  your
tempo).  The  verse  is
where  you  want  to
keep  your  strumming
hand relaxed.  A  great
pattern  for  the  easy
chords  for  Give  Me
Love  gu i ta r  i s  a
simple  Down,  Down-
up,  Up-down-up
pattern. Keep it gentle.
Focus on the transition

between G and Cadd9,
which  only  requires
moving  one  or  two
fingers.

The Pre-
Chorus
This is the section that
builds tension. Ed sings
“Maybe  we’re  just
trying  to  find  a  way…”
Here, you want to start
d igg ing  in  a  l i t t le
h a r d e r  w i t h  y o u r
strumming. The chords
remain  the  same,  but
you  can  add  more
f o r c e  t o  y o u r
downstrokes. This is a
great place to practice
dynamics.  Play  the
verse  softly,  and  as
you approach the pre-
chorus, let your volume
rise naturally.
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The
Chorus
(The
Explosion

)
When the chorus hits,
it  is time to let loose.
The chord progression
remains the same, but
your  right  hand  must
change. For the chorus,
use a powerful, driving
rhythm. A classic rock
strum works perfectly:
Down,  Down-down-
up,  Down-up
Strum  across  all  the
s t r i n g s  w i t h
confidence.  The chorus
is the emotional peak.
Do  not  be  afraid  to
strum  hard.  In  the
context of the Give Me
Love chords no capo

easy  structure,  the
chorus  is  where  you
get  to  feel  the  raw
power of these simple
chords.  The  repetition
of G and Cadd9 builds
a  huge ,  anthemic
sound.

The
Bridge
The  bridge  (“Give  me
love,  give  me  love,
g i v e  m e  p e a c e  o f
mind…”)  is  arguably
the most iconic part of
the song. This is where
Ed’s  falsetto  shines.
For the guitarist, this is
a  return  to  the  verse
feel. Drop your volume
back  down.  You  can
e v e n  s w i t c h  t o  a
fingerpicking  pattern  if
y o u  a r e  f e e l i n g
adventurous.  A  simple
Travis  pick  (thumb on
the  bass  notes,  fingers
on  the  treble  strings)
over the G and Cadd9
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c h o r d s  s o u n d s
incredible  here.  The
tension  in  the  bridge
leads  perfectly  back
into  the  final,  massive
chorus.

TIPS FOR A
PERFECT NO CAPO
PERFORMANCE

Now that you have the
c h o r d s  a n d  t h e
structure,  let’s  refine
your technique. Playing
the Ed Sheeran Give
Me  Love  chords  no
c a p o  e a s y  w a y
r e q u i r e s  a  f e w
adjustments to make it
sound authentic.

Master
the
Muted

Strum
Ed Sheeran is  famous
for  h is  percuss ive
strumming.  You  can
emulate this  by lifting
your  frett ing  hand
slightly  off  the  strings
(while  keeping  a  light
c o n t a c t )  a n d
s t r u m m i n g .  T h i s
creates  a  “chuck”
sound. Use this on the
2nd  and  4th  beats  of
each measure to add a
percussive  groove.  It
turns  a  simple  chord
progression  into  a
rhythmic powerhouse.

Focus on
the Bass
Notes
When you strum, try to
emphasize  the  bass
note of each chord. For
G, hit the low E string
harder.  For  Cadd9,
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emphasize the A string.
For D, hit the D string.
This gives your playing
a  more  melodic,  full
sound  and  helps  the
chord  changes  feel
smoother.  This  is  a
professional  tip  that
instantly elevates your
playing beyond simple
chord strumming.

Practice
the Chord
Transition
s Slowly
The biggest hurdle for
beginners playing Give
M e  L o v e  g u i t a r
t u t o r i a l  f o r
beginners  i s  the
switch from Cadd9 to D
and  back  to  G.  This
involves  a  significant
change in finger shape.
Do not rush. Sit with a
m e t r o n o m e  ( o r  a

YouTube backing track)
and  switch  between
just  these  two  chords
for  five  minutes.  Your
muscle  memory  will
develop  much  faster
than if you try to play
t h e  w h o l e  s o n g
perfectly at full speed.
Slow  is  smooth,  and
smooth is fast.

WHY THIS
VERSION WORKS
FOR BEGINNERS

Y o u  m i g h t  b e
wondering,  “Is  this
version really ‘Give Me
Love’ if I’m not using a
capo?” The answer is a
resounding  yes.  While
the pitch is lower than
the  original  recording,
t h e  c h o r d
r e l a t i o n s h i p — t h e
intervals  between  the
notes—is  exactly  the
s a m e .  A  G  c h o r d
followed  by  a  Cadd9
sounds  inherent ly
uplifting and yearning,
which  is  the  exact
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emotional  core  of  the
song.
Furthermore, using Ed
Sheeran  Give  Me
Love chords no capo
easy  teaches  you  to
listen.  You  learn  to
transpose  music  by
ear.  Once you master
this  version,  you  can
easily  play  it  with  a
capo  on  the  3rd  fret
later  to  match  Ed’s
exact pitch. You will be
surprised at how much
easier it is to play the
barre chords higher up
the  neck  once  you
have  the  open  chord
shapes locked down in
your fingers.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

Let’s  address  a  few
pitfalls  that  beginners
often  encounter  with
this  song.

Mistake
1:
Buzzing
Strings
If  your  chords  sound
buzzy or muted, check
your  thumb  position.
Your thumb should be
centered  on  the  back
of the guitar neck, not
wrapped over the top.
This  gives  your  fingers
more  arch,  allowing
them  to  press  the
strings  down  cleanly
w i thout  touch ing
adjacent  strings.

Mistake
2:
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Strummin
g Too
Hard on
the

Verses
“Give  Me  Love”  is  a
song of contrast. If you
play the whole song at
full volume, it becomes
a one-dimensional wall
o f  no ise .  Pract ice
playing  the  verses  at
30% of your maximum
strumming  force  and
the chorus at 90%. This
dynamic  contrast  is
what makes the chorus
feel  so  cathartic.  The
easy  Give  Me  Love
chords  sound  best
when  they  are  given
room to breathe.

Mistake
3:
Ignoring
the Mute
The  percussive  mute
(the  “chuck”)  is  not
opt iona l ;  i t  i s  the
heartbeat of the song.
If you skip it, the song
will  feel  flat.  Practice
strumming  a  G  chord
and  then  immediately
releasing the pressure
to  mute  the  strings
while you strum again.
T h a t  p e r c u s s i v e
“thump” fills  the space
between  the  chord
changes.

TAKING IT
FURTHER: ADDING
MELODY AND
DYNAMICS

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered  the  basic
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strumming  and  chord
progression  using  the
Ed Sheeran Give Me
Love chords no capo
easy method, you can
start to add your own
flair.  Try  picking
indiv idual  str ings
w i t h i n  t h e  c h o r d
shapes.  For  example,
on  the  Cadd9  chord,
picking  the  open  G
string and then the B
s t r i n g  c r e a t e s  a
beautiful  melodic  line
that  fits  perfectly  with
the  vocal  melody.
Y o u  c a n  a l s o
e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
hammer-ons  and
pull-offs.  While
holding a G chord, use
your pinky to hammer
onto the 3rd fret of the
high E string (making it
a Gsus4) and then pull
off.  This  is  a  classic  Ed
Sheeran trick that adds
a  very  professional,
fluid  sound  to  your
playing.

THE EMOTIONAL
IMPACT OF THE
CHORDS

It is easy to get lost in
the mechanics of finger
p l a c e m e n t  a n d
strumming  patterns,
but we must remember
w h y  t h i s  s o n g
resonates with millions
of  people.  The  chord
progression in this  no
capo  Give  Me  Love
g u i t a r  c h o r d s
arrangement is deeply
rooted in  the cycle of
tension  and  release.
The G chord feels like
home. The Cadd9 feels
like hope. The Em feels
like  sadness.  The  D
feels  like  a  resolution.
When  you  play  this
song,  think  about  the
lyrics. Think about the
feeling  of  begging  for
love  and  peace  o f
mind. Let that emotion
influence  your  right
hand. A slightly harder
strum  on  the  word
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“love” or a softer touch
on “peace of mind” will
t r a n s f o r m  y o u r
performance  from  a
technical  exercise into
a  genuine  musical
expression. This is the

difference  between
playing  notes  and
making  music.

CONCLUSION

Learning  “Give  Me
Love”  by  Ed  Sheer


