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A PLACE OF RADICAL WELCOME:
UNDERSTANDING THE HOUSE
FOR ALL SINNERS AND SAINTS

In  a  world  that  often  feels  divided,
polarized, and quick to judge, the idea of
a  community  that  welcomes  everyone
without  exception  is  both  radical  and
deeply  comforting.  This  is  the  central
promise embedded in the name "House
For All  Sinners And Saints."  More than
just  a  catchy  phrase,  it  represents  a

profound theological stance and a lived
reality for a growing number of people
seeking  authentic  spiritual  connection.
This  article  explores  the  origins,
philosophy, community life, and lasting
impact of the House For All Sinners And
Saints, a community that has captured
the imagination of many and challenged
conventional  ideas  about  what  church
can be.
The concept of a House For All Sinners
And Saints is rooted in the belief that no
one is  beyond the reach of  grace and
that everyone, regardless of their past,
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their  doubts,  or  their  struggles,  has  a
place  at  the  table.  It  is  a  vision  of  a
community  that  is  not  a  museum  for
saints but a hospital for sinners—a place
where people can be honest about their
brokenness while also celebrating their
inherent  worth.  This  approach  has
resonated deeply in a cultural moment
where  many  feel  al ienated  from
traditional  rel igious  institutions.

THE ORIGINS AND FOUNDING
STORY

The phrase "House For All Sinners And
Saints" is most famously associated with
a  specific  faith  community  in  Denver,
Colorado.  Founded  by  the  Reverend
Nadia  Bolz-Weber,  this  community
began as a small gathering of friends in
a living room and has since grown into a

vibrant  and  influential  church  known for
its  raw  honesty,  progressive  theology,
and commitment to social justice. Bolz-
Weber, a former stand-up comedian and
a  self-described  "angry,  bitter,  and
profane"  person,  was  an  unlikely
candidate  to  start  a  church.  Yet  her
authenticity  and  willingness  to  speak
openly  about  her  own  struggles
resonated powerfully with those who felt
excluded  from  more  tradit ional
congregations.
The founding story of the House For All
Sinners And Saints is a testament to the
power of  vulnerability.  Bolz-Weber  had
been asked to speak at a local church
and,  after  her  talk,  several  people
approached  her,  expressing  a  deep
longing  for  a  different  kind  of  spiritual
community.  They  wanted  a  place  that
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was honest about doubt, that embraced
questions  rather  than  offering  easy
answers, and that did not require people
to leave their intellect or their struggles
a t  t h e  d o o r .  F r o m  t h a t  i n i t i a l
conversation, a small home church was
born, and it  quickly became clear that
there was a deep hunger for this kind of
authentic community.
The name itself, "House For All Sinners
And Saints," was chosen deliberately. It
reflects  a  Lutheran  theology  of  grace,
which  ho lds  that  a l l  people  are
simultaneously saint and sinner—simul
justus et peccator. This means that no
one is purely good or purely bad; rather,
every  person  is  a  complex  mix  of
brokenness and beauty. The community
is  not  a  place for  the perfect,  but  for
those  who  are  honest  about  their

imperfections. This emphasis on radical
honesty and grace has been a hallmark
of the community since its inception.

The Early Growth
and Expansion
From its humble beginnings, the House
For All Sinners And Saints grew rapidly.
Word spread about this unconventional
church  that  met  in  a  funeral  home,
where the pastor wore tattoos and used
language that would make most pastors
blush.  People  who  had  given  up  on
church  altogether  found  themselves
drawn  to  this  community.  The  growth
was  organic,  driven  not  by  marketing
campaigns but by the genuine sense of
belonging  that  people  experienced.
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Soon, the living room was too small, and
the community moved to a larger space,
eventually  becoming  a  recognized
congregation  within  the  Evangelical
Lutheran  Church  in  America  (ELCA).
The growth of the House For All Sinners
And  Sa in ts  was  not  w i thout  i t s
challenges. As the community expanded,
it  had to  navigate  the complexities  of
becoming a more established institution
while retaining its countercultural ethos.
The leadership worked hard to maintain
the intimacy and authenticity that had
defined  the  early  days,  even  as  the
numbers  grew.  This  tension  between
growth  and  authenticity  is  a  common
challenge for any movement that begins
as  a  small,  close-knit  group,  and  the
House  For  All  Sinners  And  Saints  has
handled it with intentionality and care.

THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS
AND UNIQUE APPROACH

At the heart of the House For All Sinners
And Saints is a theology of grace that is
both  challenging  and  liberating.  The
community  draws  heavily  on  the
Lutheran  tradition,  particularly  the
wr i t ings  o f  Mar t in  Luther ,  who
emphasized that salvation is a free gift
from God,  not  something  that  can  be
earned  through  good  behavior.  This
means that  the  church is  not  a  place
where  people  come  to  prove  their
worthiness,  but  rather  a  place  where
they  come  to  receive  grace  and  be
reminded of their belovedness.
One of  the most distinctive aspects of
the theology of the House For All Sinners
And Saints  is  its  embrace of  paradox.
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The  communi ty  ho lds  together
seemingly  contradictory  truths:  that
people are both broken and whole, that
God is both transcendent and present,
that  faith  and doubt  can  coexist.  This
willingness to sit with tension rather than
reso l ve  i t  i s  a  ha l lmark  o f  t he
community's  approach.  There  is  no
pressure  to  have  all  the  answers;
instead,  questions  are  welcomed  and
explored together.

Inclusive
Language and

Practice
The House For All Sinners And Saints is
known for  its  commitment to  inclusive
language and practice. This means using
language  that  is  gender-neutral,
inclusive of  all  sexual  orientations and
gender  identities,  and  accessible  to
people of all backgrounds. The liturgy is
carefully  crafted to  be both traditional
and  progressive,  drawing  on  ancient
prayers  and  r i tua l s  wh i le  a l so
incorporating  contemporary  language
and concerns. The community celebrates
the  sacraments  of  bapt ism  and
communion  regularly,  and  all  are
welcome to receive, regardless of their
church membership or personal beliefs.
Th is  inc lus iv i ty  extends  to  the
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community's stance on social issues. The
House  For  All  Sinners  And  Saints  is
actively  involved  in  advocacy  for
LGBTQ+ rights, racial justice, economic
equity, and environmental stewardship.
The community believes that faith must
be  lived  out  in  action,  and  that  the
church has a responsibility to speak out
against  injustice.  This  commitment  to
social  justice  is  not  an  add-on  to  the
community's spiritual life; it is integral to
it. Members are encouraged to engage
in  service  and  advocacy  as  a  natural
expression of their faith.

Liturgy and

Worship
Worship at the House For All Sinners And
Saints is a unique blend of ancient and
modern.  The  l i turgy  fo l lows  the
traditional  structure  of  Christian
worship—gathering,  word,  meal,
sending—but  the  language  and  music
are  o f ten  unconvent iona l .  The
community  sings  hymns  that  are
centuries  old  alongside  contemporary
songs  and  original  compositions.  The
sermons  are  known  for  their  honesty,
humor,  and  theological  depth.  Bolz-
W e b e r ' s  p r e a c h i n g  s t y l e  i s
conversat iona l  and  o f ten  se l f -
deprecating, making complex theological
ideas accessible to everyone.
The  Eucharist,  or  communion,  is  the
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centerpiece of worship at the House For
All  Sinners And Saints.  The community
gathers around the table to share bread
and  wine,  symbolizing  the  body  and
blood of Christ. This act of shared meal
i s  a  p o w e r f u l  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e
community's  core  values:  hospitality,
generosity, and grace. All are welcome
to the table, regardless of their beliefs or
background. This radical hospitality is a
tangible expression of the community's
theology of grace.

COMMUNITY LIFE AND
PRACTICES

Beyond the Sunday worship service, the
House For  All  Sinners  And Saints  is  a
vibrant  community  that  supports  its
members  in  their  daily  lives.  Small
groups,  known  as  "house  churches,"

meet  throughout  the  week  for  prayer,
study,  and  fellowship.  These  groups
provide a space for deeper connection
and accountability. Members share their
joys and struggles, pray for one another,
and  support  each  other  through difficult
times.
The  community  also  places  a  strong
emphasis  on  service  and  outreach.
Members  are  involved  in  a  variety  of
ministries,  including  feeding  the
homeless,  visiting  the  sick,  advocating
for  affordable  housing,  and  supporting
refugees. The community believes that
faith  without  works  is  dead,  and  that
following  Jesus  means  caring  for  the
most  vulnerable  among  us.  This
commitment  to  service  is  not  about
earning  God's  favor;  i t  is  about
responding to the grace that has already
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been given.

Recovery and
Healing
Ministries
One of the most powerful aspects of the
House For All  Sinners And Saints is its
commitment  to  recovery  and  healing.
The community  has  a  strong recovery
ministry that supports people struggling
with addiction, mental health challenges,
and  other  forms  of  brokenness.  The
community recognizes that many people
come to church carrying deep wounds,
and it  seeks  to  be a  place of  healing
rather  than  judgment.  Recovery

meetings, support groups, and pastoral
counseling  are  available  to  those  who
need them.
The community's approach to recovery
is rooted in the belief that everyone is in
need  of  healing,  not  just  those  with
visible  addictions  or  mental  health
struggles. The community encourages all
members  to  be  honest  about  their
struggles and to seek help when needed.
This  creates  a  culture  of  vulnerability
and mutual support, where people feel
safe  to  share  their  deepest  fears  and
hopes.  The  recovery  ministry  is  a
tangible expression of the community's
belief that the church is a hospital  for
sinners, not a museum for saints.

IMPACT AND BROADER
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SIGNIFICANCE

The  influence  of  the  House  For  All
Sinners And Saints extends far beyond
its local community in Denver. Through
books, podcasts, speaking engagements,
and  online  presence,  the  community's
story  and  theology  have  reached  a
global  audience.  Nadia  Bolz-Weber's
memoirs,  particularly  Pastrix:  The
Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner
and  Saint  and  Accidental  Saints:
Finding  God  in  All  the  Wrong
People,  have  become  bestsellers  and
have introduced countless people to the
community's  vision  of  a  grace-filled,
inclusive  church.
The community has become a symbol of
hope for many who have been hurt by
the  church  or  who have felt  excluded

from  religious  life.  The  House  For  All
Sinners  And  Saints  models  a  different
way of being church—one that is honest
about doubt, inclusive of all people, and
committed to social justice. This model
has inspired other communities around
the world to start their own versions of a
house for all sinners and saints, adapting
the  core  principles  to  their  own  local
contexts.

Challenges and
Criticisms
Like any community that challenges the
status  quo,  the  House  For  All  Sinners
And  Saints  has  faced  its  share  of
challenges  and  criticisms.  Some  have
accused  the  community  of  being  too
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lenient,  of  downplaying sin  in  favor  of
grace.  Others  have  crit icized  its
progressive  theology,  arguing  that  it
deviates  too  far  from  traditional
Christian orthodoxy. The community has
also  had  to  navigate  internal  conflicts
and  growing  pains  as  it  has  expanded.
Desp i te  these  cha l lenges ,  the
community has remained committed to
its  core  values.  It  has  sought  to  hold
together grace and truth, welcoming all
w h i l e  a l s o  c a l l i n g  p e o p l e  t o
transformation.  The  community
recognizes that it is not perfect, and that
it  is itself  a community of sinners and
saints in need of grace. This humility has
allowed the community to learn from its
mistakes and to continue growing.

THE CULTURAL RESONANCE OF A
HOUSE FOR ALL SINNERS AND
SAINTS

The phrase "House For All Sinners And
Saints" has taken on a life of its own,
moving  beyond  its  specific  association
with the Denver community to become a
broader cultural touchstone. It speaks to
a deep longing in the human heart for a
place where we can be fully known and
fully  loved,  where  we  don't  have  to
pretend  to  be  perfect.  This  longing  is
particularly acute in a culture that often
emphas i zes  pe r fo rmance  and
achievement,  leaving  little  room  for
vulnerability  and  honesty.
The concept of a house for all  sinners
and saints challenges the idea that faith
is  primari ly  about  being  good  or
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following rules. Instead, it suggests that
faith  is  about  relationship—with  God,
with ourselves, and with others. It invites
us to let go of our masks and to show up
as  we  are,  confident  that  we  will  be
welcomed. This is a powerful message in
a world that often makes us feel like we
need to earn our place.

Practical
Takeaways for
Individuals and

Communities
Whether or not one is part of a formal
faith  community,  the  principles  of  the
House For All Sinners And Saints can be
applied  to  any  group  or  relationship.
Here are some practical takeaways that
can help create communities of radical
welcome:

Lead with grace: Prioritize
acceptance and forgiveness over
judgment and condemnation.
Be honest about your own
brokenness: Vulnerability invites
others to be vulnerable as well.


