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INTRODUCTION

Creating your own wax
at home is a rewarding
and  i nc reas ing l y
popular  DIY  project.
W h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e
interested  in  making
cand les ,  c ra f t ing
n a t u r a l  s k i n c a r e
products,  or  simply
want ing  to  reduce
waste, learning how to
make  wax  at  home
gives  you  complete
c o n t r o l  o v e r
ingredients,  scents,
and colors. Homemade
wax  is  not  only  cost-
effective  but  also
allows  you  to  avoid
synthetic additives and

chemicals  found  in
many  commerc ia l
p r o d u c t s .  T h i s
comprehensive  guide
will  walk  you  through
everything you need to
know  about  making
different  types  of
wax—from  beeswax
and soy wax to coconut
w a x  a n d
paraffin—using  simple
methods  and  readily
available materials. By
the  end,  you’ l l  be
ready  to  create  your
own  customized  wax
for candles, balms, and
more.

WHY MAKE WAX
AT HOME?

Making  wax  at  home
offers  several
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compelling  benefits.
First,  you  can  select
natural,  sustainable
i n g r e d i e n t s  l i k e
beeswax  or soy wax
that  are  f ree  f rom
petroleum  derivatives.
S e c o n d ,  D I Y  w a x
crafting is an excellent
way  to  repurpose
containers  and reduce
packaging  waste .
Third,  you  can  tailor
the  melt ing  point ,
h a r d n e s s ,  a n d
fragrance  exactly  to
your  needs.  Whether
you  a im  fo r  l ong -
burning  candles  or  a
s o f t  l i p  b a l m ,
homemade  wax  gives
you flexibility. Plus, the
process  is  enjoyable
and  educational—a
perfect  activity  for
crafters,  families,  or
anyone  curious  about
traditional skills.

TYPES OF WAX
YOU CAN MAKE AT

HOME

Before  diving  into  the
step-by-step  process,
i t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  the  main
types  of  wax  suitable
for  home  production.
Each  has  d i s t inc t
properties and uses.

Beeswax
Beeswax  is  a  natural
byproduct  of  honey
production.  It  has  a
lovely honey aroma, a
high  melt ing  point
(around  144-147°F  /
6 2 - 6 4 ° C ) ,  a n d  a
naturally  golden color.
How to make wax at
h o m e  f r o m  r a w
beeswax  invo lves
melting  and  filtering
c o m b  o r  b l o c k s .
Beeswax  is  ideal  for
candles  that  burn
c l e a n l y  a n d  f o r
skincare  products  like
lot ion  bars  and  l ip
balms.
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Soy Wax
S o y  w a x  i s  a
vegetable-based  wax
m a d e  f r o m
hydrogenated soybean
oil.  It’s  popular  for
candle making because
it  burns  slowly,  holds
fragrance  well,  and  is
biodegradable. You can
make soy wax at home
by  process ing  soy
flakes  or  by  blending
s o y  o i l  w i t h  a
hardening  agent.  Soy
w a x  h a s  a  l o w e r
m e l t i n g  p o i n t
(120-150°F  /  49-65°C)
and produces a creamy
base.

Coconut
Wax
Coconut  wax  (often
derived  from  coconut
oil)  is  another  natural
option.  It  is  very  soft
a n d  s o m e t i m e s

blended  with  harder
waxes  to  improve
texture.  Pure  coconut
oil  can  be  partially
hydrogenated to create
a wax-like consistency,
bu t  t h i s  r equ i res
c a r e f u l  t h e r m a l
p r o c e s s i n g .  F o r
beginners,  using  pre-
made  coconut  wax
flakes  is  easier.

Paraffin
Wax
Paraffin  wax  is  a
petroleum-based  wax
w i d e l y  u s e d  i n
commercial  candles.
While not natural, it is
inexpensive  and  easy
t o  w o r k  w i t h .
Homemade  paraffin
wax  can  be  prepared
by melting and filtering
paraffin  blocks.  Many
crafters  blend  paraffin
with  natural  waxes  to
combine benefits.



4

4 How To Make Wax At Home 2023-06-05

Blended
Waxes
Most  profess ional
candle  makers  use
blends.  A  common
home  recipe  is  50%
beeswax  and  50%
coconut  oi l ,  which
yields  a  soft,  fragrant
w a x  p e r f e c t  f o r
cand le s .  You  can
experiment with ratios
to  achieve  desired
hardness, scent throw,
and burn time.

ESSENTIAL
EQUIPMENT AND
INGREDIENTS

Regardless of the wax
type you choose, you’ll
need some basic tools.
H a v i n g  t h e  r i g h t
equipment  ensures  a
safe and smooth wax-
making process.

Double boiler
or a heat-safe

container and
pot: Direct heat
can scorch wax.
A double boiler
provides gentle,
indirect heat.
Thermometer:
A candy or
infrared
thermometer
helps monitor
temperature
(crucial for soy
and beeswax).
Scale: For
measuring
ingredients by
weight (grams or
ounces).
Stainless steel
or silicone
spoon: For
stirring.
Molds or
containers:
Glass jars,
silicone molds, or
tin cans for final
product.
Optional
additives:
Fragrance oils,
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essential oils,
natural colorants
(like mica
powder or
herbs), and wicks
if making
candles.
Safety gear:
Gloves and eye
protection (hot
wax can cause
burns).

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
MAKE BEESWAX AT
HOME

Beeswax making is one
of  the  simplest  and
m o s t  t r a d i t i o n a l
methods.  Here’s  how
to  do  i t  safe ly  and
effectively.

Step 1:
Source

Raw
Beeswax
Obtain  raw  beeswax
from a local beekeeper
or a reputable supplier.
It  comes  in  blocks,
pellets,  or  as  part  of
comb  honey.  For  this
method, you’ll need at
least  500g  (about  1
pound).

Step 2:
Prepare
Your
Workstati
on
Set up a double boiler.
Fill  a large pot with a
few  inches  of  water
and bring it to a gentle
simmer.  Place a  heat-
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safe bowl or a smaller
pot on top, ensuring it
doesn’ t  touch  the
water.  This  is  your
melting  chamber.

Step 3:
Melt the
Beeswax
Break the beeswax into
small  pieces  (or  use
pellets) and place them
in  the  top  bowl.  Stir
occasionally as the wax
m e l t s .  T h e  i d e a l
t e m p e r a t u r e  f o r
beeswax  is  between
1 4 4 ° F  a n d  1 5 0 ° F
(62°C-66°C).  Do  not
exceed 170°F (77°C) to
avoid  degrading  the
w a x  a n d  c a u s i n g
discoloration.

Step 4:

Filter
Impuritie
s
Raw  beeswax  often
contains  debris  like
bee parts and propolis.
To purify, place a piece
of cheesecloth or a fine
mesh  strainer  over  a
clean  container.  Pour
t h e  m e l t e d  w a x
through  the  filter.  For
extra  clarity,  you  can
repeat  filtration  twice.
L e t  t h e  w a x  c o o l
slightly but not solidify.

Step 5:
Add
Scents or
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Colors
(Optional)
Once  filtered,  you  can
incorporate  essential
o i l s  o r  n a t u r a l
colorants.  For  a  500g
batch, add 10-20 drops
of  essential  oil  (e.g.,
lavender  or  orange).
Stir  gently  to  avoid
introducing bubbles.  If
using  mica  powder,
mix  a  small  amount
with a little wax first to
form a paste, then stir
it in.

Step 6:
Pour and
Harden
Pour  the  wax  in to
molds  or  containers.
For  candles,  place  a
pre-tabbed wick in the
container and secure it

w i t h  a  s t i c k  o r
clothespin.  Allow  the
wax  to  cool  at  room
t e m p e r a t u r e  f o r
severa l  hours  (o r
overnight).  Do  not
move it until fully set.

Step 7:
Unmold
and Store
If using silicone molds,
gently peel them away.
Store  your  beeswax
blocks  in  a  cool,  dark
place.  Homemade
beeswax  cand les
should cure for at least
2 4  h o u r s  b e f o r e
b u r n i n g  f o r  b e s t
performance.

HOW TO MAKE SOY
WAX FROM
FLAKES

Soy  wax  is  a  favorite
for  beginner  candle
makers. While you can
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buy pre-made soy wax
flakes,  you  can  also
make a simple version
at home using soybean
oil  and stearic acid (a
hardening  agent) .
However,  the  easiest
approach  for  home
crafters  is  to  use  soy
wax  flakes  and  melt
t h e m .  H e r e ’ s  a
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
method.

Ingredien
ts

1 kg (2.2 lbs) of
soy wax flakes
(available online
or craft stores)
Optional: 1
tablespoon of
stearic acid or
beeswax per
pound to
increase
hardness
Fragrance oil (up
to 6% of wax

weight)

Process
Use a double boiler to
melt the soy wax flakes
at  a  low  temperature
( n o t  e x c e e d i n g
180°F/82°C) .  S t i r
slowly  and  constantly.
Once fully melted, let it
cool  to  around  160°F
(71°C)  before  adding
fragrance  oil.  For  soy
wax, it’s recommended
to  add  fragrance  at
about  1-2  teaspoons
per pound of wax. Stir
thoroughly for at least
2 minutes to bind the
oil.  Pour  into  candle
containers or molds at
around 135°F (57°C) to
avoid  sinkholes.  Allow
to  cu re  f o r  24 -48
hours.

DIY COCONUT WAX
BLEND

Pure  coconut  wax  is
notoriously  soft,  so
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many crafters blend it.
A  popular  homemade
recipe is a 3:1 ratio of
coconut oil to beeswax
(by weight).

Melt 300g of1.
coconut oil and
100g of beeswax
together in a
double boiler.
Stir until2.
completely
combined.
Allow to cool3.
slightly, then add
fragrance if
desired.
Pour into4.
containers. This
blend works
wonderfully for
solid lotions and
candles, though
candles may
have a lower
melting point
and may require
a softer wick.

TIPS FOR

SCENTING AND
COLORING YOUR
HOMEMADE WAX

Adding  fragrance  and
c o l o r  i s  w h e r e
creat iv i ty  sh ines.
Follow these guidelines
to ensure success.

Fragranc
e Oils vs.
Essential
Oils
Fragrance  oi ls  are
synthetic  but  offer  a
vast  array  of  scents,
are stronger, and hold
up better in high heat.
Essent ia l  o i l s  a re
na tu ra l  bu t  more
volatile  and may fade
faster  in  beeswax.
Always  use  skin-safe
oils if your wax will be
used  fo r  ba lms  o r
lotions.  For  candles,
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use  candle-specific
fragrance  oils  (tested
for flash point).

Colorants
Liquid candle dyes, dye
blocks,  or  natura l
powders  are  common.
Avoid  water-based
colors  as  they  won’t
mix. Mica powder gives
a  shimmering  effect
but  may  settle;  mix
well. You can also use
herbs  like  chamomile
or turmeric for a subtle
tint,  though they may
clog wicks.

Temperat
ure
Matters
Add  scent  and  color
only after removing the
wax  from  heat  and
when it  has cooled to
about 160°F (71°C) for

most  waxes.  Adding
them  at  too  high  a
temperature can cause
t h e  f r a g r a n c e  t o
evaporate or the dye to
degrade.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON WAX-
MAKING
PROBLEMS

Even  exper ienced
crafters  encounter
i s s u e s .  H e r e  a r e
solutions  to  frequent
problems.

Wax cracking
or pulling away
from container:
Wax contracts as
it cools. This
often happens
when cooling too
quickly. To fix,
pour wax at a
slightly lower
temperature, or
warm your
containers with a
heat gun. You
can also pour a



How To Make Wax At Home 11

11

thin second layer
to fill gaps.
Sinkholes in
the center:
Caused by
uneven cooling.
Allow the wax to
cool very slowly
(cover the
container). You
can also poke a
hole with a
skewer and top
up with melted
wax.
Frosty
appearance on
soy wax: This
natural effect is
called “frosting”
and is harmless.
It can be
minimized by
pouring at a
lower
temperature
(around
130°F/54°C).
Weak scent
throw: Either
you didn’t add
enough

fragrance, the
fragrance wasn’t
mixed
thoroughly, or
the wax
temperature was
too high when
adding scent.
Always follow the
recommended
fragrance load
for your wax
type.
Wax too soft or
too brittle:
Adjust blends.
Add beeswax to
soy or coconut
wax to harden;
add coconut oil
or olive oil to
soften beeswax.

USES FOR
HOMEMADE WAX

Once you master how
t o  m a k e  w a x  a t
home, the possibilities
are endless.

Candles: The
most common
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use. Homemade
candles burn
cleaner and can
be highly
personal.
Lip balms and
body butters:
Beeswax mixed
with carrier oils
creates emollient
balms.
Lotion bars and
solid perfumes:
Easy to make
with wax, butter,
and oils.

Furniture
polish: A simple
blend of beeswax
and mineral oil
works wonders
on wood.
Sealing wax:
Hard beeswax
with resin can be
used for letters
and decorations.
Waterproofing:
Rub a thin layer
of beeswax on
canvas, boots, or
z


