
1999 Ford Expedition Mpg 2wd 1

1999 Ford
Expedition Mpg 2wd

1999 Ford
Expedition
Mpg 2wd

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com

by Johnson & Freddy

UNDERSTANDING
THE FUEL
ECONOMY OF THE
1999 FORD
EXPEDITION 2WD

When  the  1999  Ford
Expedition  rolled  off
the  assembly  line,  it
represented  a  bold
evolution  in  the  full-
s ize  SUV  segment.
Built  to  replace  the
aging Ford Bronco, the
Expedition  quickly
b e c a m e  a  f a m i l y
favorite for its spacious
interior,  robust  towing
c a p a b i l i t y ,  a n d
commanding  driving
position.  However,  for
many potential  buyers

and  current  owners,
one  question  remains
central:  what  is  the
real-world  MPG  of  a
1999  Ford  Expedition
2WD? Fuel efficiency in
a  vehicle  of  this  size
and era is a balancing
act  between  power,
w e i g h t ,  a n d
aerodynamics.  In  this
article, we will explore
the official EPA ratings,
t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t
influence  fuel
economy,  practical
ways  to  improve  gas
mileage,  and how the
t w o - w h e e l - d r i v e
version compares to its
f o u r - w h e e l - d r i v e
sibling.  Whether  you
are considering a used
purchase  or  simply
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want  to  get  the  most
out  of  your  current
E x p e d i t i o n ,
understanding the MPG
profile  of  this  classic
SUV  is  essential.

Official
EPA Fuel
Economy
Ratings
for the
1999
Ford
Expeditio
n 2WD
T h e  1 9 9 9  F o r d
Expedition  2WD  was
avai lable  with  two
p r i m a r y  e n g i n e

options:  a  4.6L  Triton
V 8  a n d  a  m o r e
powerful  5.4L  Triton
V8. Both engines were
paired  with  a  four-
s p e e d  a u t o m a t i c
t r a n s m i s s i o n .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Protection  Agency
(EPA)  data  from  that
period, the 2WD model
equipped with the 4.6L
engine  returned  an
estimated 14 miles per
gallon in  the city  and
18 miles per gallon on
the  h ighway .  The
larger  5.4L  engine,
while  offering  more
torque  for  towing,
delivered slightly lower
numbers:  around  13
MPG city and 17 MPG
h i g h w a y .  I t  i s
important to note that
these figures are based
on standardized testing
procedures from nearly
25 years ago and may
not  reflect  actual
driving  conditions.
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Real-world  reports
from  owners  often
s h o w  c o m b i n e d
averages  between  12
and  15  MPG ,  w i th
highway  cruising  at
steady speeds yielding
closer  to  16–17  MPG
u n d e r  o p t i m a l
conditions.

How the
2WD
Version
Affects
Fuel
Economy
Compare
d to 4WD
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  decisions
buyers  face  when

c h o o s i n g  a  u s e d
Expedition  is  whether
to  opt  for  two-wheel
drive  or  four-wheel
dr ive.  From  a  fue l
economy  perspective,
t h e  1 9 9 9  F o r d
E x p e d i t i o n  2 W D
general ly  holds  an
advantage  over  its
4WD counterpart.  The
front  differential,
transfer  case,  and
h e a v i e r  a x l e
assemblies  in  a  4WD
system  add  significant
weight—often  150  to
200  pounds—which
directly  impacts  MPG.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
rotational  drag  from
the  front  driveshaft
and  differential  in  a
part-time 4WD system
( e v e n  w h e n
disengaged) can cause
a  slight  parasitic  loss.
As a result,  owners of
the  2WD  version  can
e x p e c t  t o  s e e
approximately  1  to  2
M P G  b e t t e r  f u e l
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economy  than  those
driving  a  comparable
4WD model.  For  daily
c o m m u t i n g  a n d
highway  travel  where
extra traction is rarely
needed ,  t he  2WD
configuration  offers  a
practical  fuel-saving
advantage  without
sacrificing  the
Expedition's  spacious
c a b i n  o r  c a r g o
capacity.

Real-
World
MPG
Factors:
Driving
Habits,

Terrain,
and
Maintena
nce
Fuel  economy  in  a
vehicle as large as the
1999  Ford  Expedition
2WD is highly sensitive
to  driving  conditions.
A g g r e s s i v e
acceleration and heavy
braking  can  reduce
MPG by up to 30% in
c i t y  d r i v i n g .
Maintaining  a  steady
speed on the highway,
using  cruise  control
when  possible,  and
avoiding  excessive
id l ing  a re  p roven
methods  to  maximize
fuel  efficiency.  Terrain
also plays a major role:
hilly  or  mountainous
routes  force  the  V8
engine to work harder,
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burning  more  fuel.
Even  wind  resistance
a t  h i g h e r  s p e e d s
(above  60  mph)  can
significantly  increase
fuel  consumption  due
to  the  Expedition's
boxy  shape.  Proper
vehicle maintenance is
equally critical. A dirty
air  filter,  worn  spark
p l u g s ,  l o w  t i r e
pressure,  or  using the
wrong grade of oil can
all knock 1 to 3 MPG off
the  expected  range.
For  the  1999  model,
paying  attention  to
oxygen  sensor  health
and  ensu r i ng  the
engine's  computer  is
running  at  optimal
parameters  can  help
preserve  the  original
factory  fuel  efficiency.

Tips to

Improve
Gas
Mileage
in a 1999
Ford
Expeditio
n 2WD
Whi le  you  cannot
c h a n g e  t h e
aerodynamic  profile  of
a  full-size  SUV,  there
are  several  actionable
steps you can take to
improve  the  MPG  of
y o u r  1 9 9 9  F o r d
Expedition  2WD:

Keep tires
properly
inflated:
Underinflated
tires increase
rolling
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resistance.
Check tire
pressure monthly
and maintain the
recommended
PSI printed on
the driver's door
jamb.
Use the
recommended
motor oil: The
4.6L and 5.4L
Triton engines
perform best
with 5W-20 or
5W-30 synthetic
blend oil. Using
the wrong
viscosity can
reduce fuel
efficiency.
Replace the air
filter regularly:
A clean air filter
allows the engine
to breathe
easier, improving
combustion
efficiency.
Consider
replacing it every
12,000 miles.

Reduce
unnecessary
weight:
Removing roof
racks, cargo
boxes, or heavy
items from the
cargo area when
not in use can
reduce drag and
weight, aiding
MPG.
Drive
smoothly: Avoid
jackrabbit starts
and hard stops.
Gradual
acceleration and
anticipating
traffic lights can
yield notable fuel
savings over
time.
Service the
transmission:
Old or low
transmission
fluid can cause
slippage and
higher engine
RPMs. A fluid and
filter change
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every 30,000
miles is
recommended.
Check the
oxygen
sensors: Faulty
O2 sensors can
cause the engine
to run rich,
wasting fuel.
Replacing them
every 60,000
miles is a good
practice.

These  maintenance
and  driving  strategies
c a n  c o l l e c t i v e l y
improve MPG by 2 to 4
miles per gallon, which
over a year of driving
can result in significant
fuel cost savings.

Comparin
g the

1999
Ford
Expeditio
n 2WD to
Other
Full-Size
SUVs of
the Era
In the late 1990s, the
full-size  SUV  market
was dominated by the
F o r d  E x p e d i t i o n ,
Chevrolet  Tahoe,  GMC
Yukon,  and  the  larger
Ford  Excursion.  The
1999  Ford  Expedition
2 W D  h e l d  a
competitive position in
terms of fuel economy.
The  Chevrolet  Tahoe
with  a  5.7L  V8  and
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2WD  returned  similar
EPA numbers of 14 city
/  18 highway, but the
Tahoe's  lighter  body
sometimes  gave  it  a
slight  edge.  The  GMC
Y u k o n  w a s
mechanically similar to
the  Tahoe.  The  larger
F o r d  E x c u r s i o n ,
introduced  in  2000,
was  significantly
heavier  and  less  fuel-
efficient.  The
Expedition's advantage
came  from  its  lighter
c u r b  w e i g h t
(approximately  4,700
lbs for the 2WD model)
c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e
Excursion  (over  6,000
lbs).  In  mixed driving,
the  Expedition  2WD
of ten  matched  o r
slightly  exceeded  the
Tahoe  in  real-world
MPG,  especially  when
equipped with the 4.6L
V8 .  However ,  the
Expedition  offered
m o r e  t h i r d - r o w
l e g r o o m  a n d  a

smoother ride, making
i t  a  we l l - rounded
choice for families who
valued both space and
r e a s o n a b l e  g a s
mileage.

Long-
Term
Fuel Cost
Considera
tions for
Owners
Owning  a  1999  Ford
Expedition 2WD means
accepting that fuel will
be  one  of  the  larger
operating  expenses.
Assuming  an  average
combined  MPG  of  14
and  an  average  fuel
pr ice  of  $3.50  per
gallon  (adjusting  for
current prices), driving
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12,000 miles per year
w o u l d  c o s t
approximately  $3,000
annually in fuel. This is
comparable  to  other
large SUVs of the era,
b u t  h i g h e r  t h a n
modern  crossovers  or
h y b r i d  v e h i c l e s .
However,  for  those
who  need  the  towing
capacity  (the  2WD
Expedition can tow up
to  7,500  lbs  with  the
5.4L  engine)  or  the
e i g h t - p a s s e n g e r
seating, the fuel cost is
a  manageable  trade-
off.  Many  owners
r e p o r t  t h a t  w i t h
diligent  maintenance
and  conservat ive
dr iv ing ,  the  1999
Expedition  2WD  can
still serve as a reliable
daily driver, even with
today's  fuel  prices.
Installing a fuel-saving
d e v i c e  l i k e  a
performance  chip  or
aftermarket  intake  is
not  recommended,  as

older  ECUs  are  less
forgiv ing,  and  the
g a i n s  a r e  o f t e n
minimal.

The Role
of
Transmis
sion and
Axle
Ratio in
MPG
Another  technical
factor  influencing  the
1999  Ford  Expedition
2WD  fuel  economy  is
the  axle  ratio.  Most
2WD models came with
either  a  3.55:1  or  a
3.73:1 rear  axle  ratio.
The  3.55  ratio  offers
better  highway  fuel
economy  because  the
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engine  operates  at
lower RPMs at cruising
speed.  The  3.73  ratio
provides  more  torque
f o r  t o w i n g  b u t
increases engine RPMs
o n  t h e  h i g h w a y ,
reducing MPG by about
1–2  miles  per  gallon.
T h e  f o u r - s p e e d
a u t o m a t i c
transmission,  while
robust, has wider gear
spacing  than  modern
six-  or  eight-speed
units, which means the
engine  often  operates
o u t s i d e  i t s  p e a k
efficiency  band.  Some
o w n e r s  h a v e
successfully  improved
highway fuel  economy
by  installing  a  more
efficient  torque
converter  or  by  using
synthetic  transmission
fluid  to  reduce  internal
fr ict ion.  However,
these  modifications
require  professional
installation  and  may
not  yield  dramatic

results.

Seasonal
and
Environm
ental
Impact on
MPG
Fuel  economy  in  a
1999  Ford  Expedition
2 W D  c a n  v a r y
significantly  with  the
seasons.  Cold  winter
weather  causes  the
engine  to  run  richer
during warm-up, winter
gasoline blends contain
l e s s  e n e r g y ,  a n d
increased  idling  to
defrost  windows  all
reduce MPG. Owners in
cold climates often see
a drop of  2–4 MPG in
winter  compared  to
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summer.  Conversely,
hot  summer  weather
can also reduce MPG if
the  air  conditioning  is
r u n  o n  h i g h
continuously. Using the
vehicle's  ventilation
system  or  opening
windows at low speeds
can  help.  Additionally,
driving in dense urban
areas  with  frequent
stop-and-go  traffic  will
always yield the lowest
fuel  economy  figures
for  this  heavy SUV.  If
possible,  planning
routes  that  avo id
congestion  or  using  a
moderate speed on the
highway will  maximize
the  fuel  efficiency  of
the  2WD  Expedition.

Conclusio
n
T h e  1 9 9 9  F o r d
Expedition 2WD stands
a s  a  c a p a b l e  a n d
spacious  full-size  SUV

that offers a balance of
utility  and  reasonable
fuel  economy  for  its
era. With EPA ratings of
14 city / 18 highway for
the  4.6L  engine  and
real-world  averages
a r o u n d  1 4  M P G
combined,  it  is  not  a
fuel-sipping vehicle by
modern standards, but
it  remains competitive
among  i ts  v intage
p e e r s .  B y
understanding  the
factors  that  affect  its
MPG—driving  habits,
maintenance,  terrain,
and axle ratio—owners
can  take  pract ical
steps  to  optimize  fuel
use.  The 2WD version
natural ly  provides
better  mileage  than
t h e  4 W D  m o d e l ,
mak ing  i t  a  smar t
choice  for  those  who
do  not  require  off-road
traction.  For  anyone
seeking  a  rel iable,
roomy  SUV  from  the
late  1990s,  the  1999
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Ford  Expedition  2WD
del ivers  endur ing
value, and with mindful
care,  it  can still  serve

as  a  practical  family
h a u l e r  w i t h o u t
breaking  the  bank  at
the pump.


