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Whether you received
one as a birthday
present, a holiday gift,
or a token of
appreciation, an iTunes
Gift Card is a versatile
tool that unlocks a
world of digital
content. Many people
receive these cards but
are unsure of the exact
steps to put them to
use. This guide will
walk you through
everything you need to
know about how to use
an iTunes qift card,
from the initial

redemption process to
making the most of
your balance across
various Apple services.
With a few simple
steps, you can turn
that plastic card or
digital code into music,
movies, apps, games,
and more.

Apple has streamlined
the process over the
years, but the specific
steps can vary slightly
depending on the
device you own. This
comprehensive guide
covers iPhones, iPads,
Macs, and even Apple
TV, ensuring you can
access your funds
regardless of which
Apple product you
prefer. By the end, you
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will understand not just
the mechanics of
redemption, but also
the best ways to spend
your balance and how
to avoid common
pitfalls.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
AN ITUNES GIFT
CARD?

Before diving into the
steps, it is helpful to
clarify what an iTunes
Gift Card actually does.
Historically, these
cards were strictly for
the iTunes Store,
allowing users to
purchase music and
movies. Over time,
Apple expanded their
utility. Today, an
iTunes Gift Card adds
funds directly to your
Apple ID balance. This
balance can be used
across the App Store,
Apple Music, Apple
TV+, iCloud+ storage,
Apple Books, and other
Apple services. In

essence, it is a
universal currency for
the Apple ecosystem.

A common point of
confusion involves the
difference between an
iTunes Gift Card and an
Apple Gift Card. For
practical purposes, as
of recent updates, both
function nearly
identically. The term
"iTunes Gift Card" is
often used generically,
but the modern version
is typically labeled as
an Apple Gift Card.
However, if you
possess an older card
specifically branded as
iTunes, rest assured
that it works exactly
the same way and can
be redeemed using the
same methods
described below.

HOW TO USE AN
ITUNES GIFT CARD
ON IPHONE OR

2 How To Use An ltunes Gift Card 2022-09-13



How To Use An Itunes Gift Card

IPAD

The most common
method for redeeming
an iTunes gift card is
through an iPhone or
iPad, as these are the
devices most people
use for daily content
consumption. The
process is designed to
be quick, taking less
than a minute from
start to finish.

Redeemi
ng via the
App Store

1. Open the App
Store: Locate
the blue App
Store icon on
your home
screen and tap to
open it.

2. Tap your
profile icon:
This is located in

the top right
corner of the
screen. It will
display your
initials or profile
photo.

. Select

"Redeem Gift
Card or Code":
Scroll down the
account screen
until you see this
option. Tap on it.

. Enter your

code: You will be
given two
choices. You can
use the camera
to scan the
physical card or
a printed code,
or you can tap
"You can also
enter your code
manually" to
type the 16-digit
alphanumeric
code.

. Confirm

redemption:
After entering
the code, tap



"Redeem." The
funds will be
added to your
Apple ID balance
almost instantly.

Redeemi
ng via the
ITunes
Store App
(Legacy
Method)

If you are using an
older version of i0S,
you can also use the
iTunes Store app
directly. The steps are
virtually identical: open
the iTunes Store app,
scroll to the bottom,
tap on your Apple ID,
and select "Redeem."
For most modern
devices, however, the

App Store method is
the recommended
path.

Redeemi
ng a
Digital
Code
from
Email

If someone sent you an
iTunes gift card via
email, the process is
even simpler. Instead
of a physical code, you
will receive a link or a
digital code. Simply tap
the "Redeem Now"
button in the email,
and it will
automatically redirect
you to the App Store to
confirm the
redemption. This
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method eliminates the
need to manually type
the code.

HOW TO USE AN
ITUNES GIFT CARD
ON A MAC OR PC

While mobile devices
are common, many
users prefer to manage
their Apple accounts
from a computer.
Redeeming your gift
card on a Mac or PC is
just as straightforward.

On a Mac
(macOS
Ventura
or Later)

1. Open the App
Store: Click the
App Store icon in
your Dock or find
it through Finder.

2. Click your

name: Look in
the bottom-left
corner of the App
Store window
and click your
name or sign-in
button.

. Select

"Redeem Gift
Card": In the
pop-up window,
look for the
"Redeem Gift
Card" option.

. Use your

camera or
enter code: If
your Mac has a
built-in camera,
you can hold the
card up to the
camera to scan
it. Alternatively,
click "Enter Code
Manually" and
type the 16-digit
code.

. Click

"Redeem": The
funds will be
added to your
Apple ID balance.



Ona PC
or Older
Mac
(Using
IiTunes)

For users of older Macs
or Windows PCs, the
process is handled
through the iTunes
application.

1. Open iTunes:
Launch the
iTunes software
on your
computer.

2. Sign in: Ensure
you are signed in
with the Apple ID
where you want
the funds
deposited.

3. Navigate to
Account: In the
menu bar at the

top, click
"Account" and
then select
"Redeem" from
the dropdown
menu.

4. Enter your
code: Type the
code exactly as it
appears,
including the
dashes if
required.

5. Click
"Redeem":
Confirm the
transaction. The
balance will
appear
immediately.

HOW TO USE AN
ITUNES GIFT CARD
ON APPLE TV

If your entertainment
hub is an Apple TV, you
can redeem your gift
card directly from the
comfort of your living
room. The process
requires a few remote
clicks.
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. Open the App
Store: On your
Apple TV home
screen, navigate
to the App Store
icon.

. Navigate to the
top: Move up
using your
remote to
highlight the top
menu bar.

. Select
"Redeem": You
will see a
"Redeem"
option. Click it.

. Enter the code:
An on-screen
keyboard will
appear. Use your
remote to input
the 16-digit
code. If you have
an iPhone
nearby, you can
also use the
camera on your
iPhone to scan
the code by
selecting the
"Use Camera"

option, which will
seamlessly
transfer the code
via the Apple
ecosystem.

5. Confirm: Once
the code is
entered, select
"Redeem."

WHAT CAN YOU
BUY WITH YOUR
ITUNES GIFT CARD
BALANCE?

Once you have
successfully redeemed
your card, the funds
are stored in your
Apple ID balance. This
balance acts as a
digital wallet that can
be used for a wide
range of purchases.
Understanding what is
available will help you
spend your gift card
wisely.



Apps and
Games

This is the most
common use. You can
purchase paid apps,
unlock premium
features within apps
(in-app purchases),

and buy game
currencies or
expansion packs.

Simply look for the
"Buy" button on any
app page, and the
price will be deducted
from your balance.

Music
and
Movies

In the Apple Music app,
you can purchase
individual songs or
entire albums.
Similarly, in the Apple

TV app, you can rent or
buy movies and TV
shows. Your iTunes
balance makes these
transactions
frictionless.

Subscripti
ons

Your gift card balance
can be used to pay for
recurring subscriptions.
This includes Apple
Music, Apple TV+,
Apple Arcade, Apple
News+, and iCloud+
storage plans. If you
have an active
subscription, the funds
from your gift card will
be applied to the next
billing cycle
automatically.

Books
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and

Audioboo

KsS

In the Apple Books
app, you can use your
balance to purchase
ebooks and
audiobooks. This is a
great way to build a
digital library without
reaching for your credit
card.

In-App
Purchase
S and
Tips

Many apps allow you to
tip content creators or
purchase digital goods.

If your balance covers
the cost, you can use it

for these
microtransactions.

HOW TO CHECK
YOUR ITUNES GIFT
CARD BALANCE

It is always wise to
keep track of your
remaining balance to
avoid frustration during
a purchase. Checking
your balance is simple
on any device.

On
IPhone or
IPad

e Open the App
Store.

e Tap your profile
icon in the top
right.

e Your current
Apple ID balance
is displayed near
the top of the
account screen.



On Mac

e Open the App
Store.

¢ Click your name
in the bottom-left
corner.

e Your balance is
shown in the
account
information
window.

Online

You can also check
your balance by
logging into
appleid.apple.com,
navigating to the
"Payment & Shipping"
section, and reviewing
your Apple ID balance.
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TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON ISSUES

Occasionally, you may
encounter problems
when trying to redeem
your card. Here are

solutions to the most
frequent issues.

The Code
IS Not
Being
Accepted

Double-check that you
are entering the code
exactly as it appears.
Pay attention to the
difference between the
number "0" and the
letter "O" or the
number "5" and the
letter "S." If the code is
scratched off, contact
Apple Support with
proof of purchase to
receive a replacement
code.

The Card
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Was

Already
Redeeme

d

If you receive a
message stating the
card has already been
redeemed, and you are
the original purchaser,
contact Apple Support
immediately. If you
bought the card from a
third-party retailer,
return it to the store
with the receipt.

Balance
Not
Showing
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After
Redempti
on

Sometimes, the
balance may take a
few minutes to appear.
Try going back and
refreshing the App
Store account page. If
it still does not show,
sign out of your Apple
ID and sign back in.
The balance should
appear after restarting
the device.

Regional
Restrictio
ns

iTunes Gift Cards are
region-locked. A card
purchased in the
United States can only
be redeemed on a US



Apple ID. If you have
moved countries or
received a card from
another region, you will
need to create an
Apple ID for that
specific country to use
the funds.

TIPS FOR GETTING
THE MOST OUT OF
YOUR ITUNES GIFT
CARD

To maximize the value
of your gift card,
consider these
strategic tips:

e Wait for sales:
Many apps and
games go on sale
during holidays
or special events.
Holding your
balance for these
moments can
give you more
content for your
money.

e Stack
balances: You
can redeem
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multiple gift
cards to build a
larger balance.
Combining
several small
cards can give
you enough for a
major purchase,
like a season
pass for a game
or a movie
bundle.

Use for
subscriptions
first: If you
already pay for
Apple Music or
iCloud+, let your
gift card balance
cover those costs
first. This frees
up your credit
card for other
expenses.

Gift to family:
Apple allows you
to gift purchases
to family
members. If you
have a remaining
balance, you can
buy an app for a
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friend or family from your
member directly account.
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