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DISCOVERING THE
ANIMAL KINGDOM:
A GUIDE TO EVERY
ANIMAL THAT
STARTS WITH THE
LETTER N

The natural world is a
vast and endlessly
fascinating place, filled
with creatures that
range from the deeply
familiar to the utterly
bizarre. For nature
enthusiasts, trivia
lovers, and students of
biology, one simple
question can open the
door to a remarkable
journey of discovery:
"What animals start
with the letter N?"

While it might seem
like a straightforward
query, the answer
reveals a surprisingly
diverse collection of
species, spanning
every continent,
ecosystem, and
taxonomic class. From
the mystical unicorn of
the sea to a tiny
Termite-eating
marsupial, the list of
animals that start with
the letter N is packed
with unique
adaptations,
compelling survival
stories, and a few
Ccreatures you may
never have heard of
before. This guide will
serve as your
comprehensive tour


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

through this
alphabetical corner of
the animal kingdom,
offering insights into
their habits, habitats,
and the traits that
make them so special.

MAMMALS
BEGINNING WITH
N: FROM THE
ARCTIC TO THE
AFRICAN SAVANNA

The
Narwhal:
The
Unicorn
of the
Sea

Perhaps the most
iconic animal that
starts with the letter N
is the Narwhal. Often

called the "unicorn of
the sea," this medium-
sized whale s
immediately

recognizable by the
long, spiral tusk that
protrudes from its
head. In reality, this
tusk is an elongated
canine tooth that can
grow up to 10 feet
long. Found in the
frigid waters of the
Arctic Ocean around
Greenland, Canada,
and Russia, the
Narwhal is a deep-
diving predator that
feeds primarily on
halibut, cod, and squid.
Scientists believe the
tusk is a sensory
organ, packed with
millions of nerve
endings that help the
whale detect changes
in water salinity,
temperature, and
pressure. The Narwhal
is a true testament to
the strange and
wonderful adaptations
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that can evolve in the
most extreme
environments.

The
Numbat:
A Striped
Termite
Hunter

Native to the
woodlands of
southwestern Australia,
the Numbat is a small,
diurnal marsupial with
a distinctive look. With
its slender body,
pointed snout, and
vibrant reddish-brown
fur marked by striking
white stripes, the
Numbat is one of the
most visually appealing
animals that start with
the letter N. Unlike
most marsupials, the
Numbat is a

specialized insectivore,
with a diet consisting
almost exclusively of

termites. It lacks
powerful jaws but
possesses a long,

sticky tongue that can
extend up to 10
centimeters to slurp up
thousands of termites
each day. Sadly, the
Numbat is an
endangered species,
threatened by habitat
loss and predation by
introduced foxes and
cats. Conservation
efforts are underway to
protect this unique and
beautiful creature.

The
Nyala: An
Elegant
Antelope



of

leaves, fruits, and
grasses, and are most
active during the early

South@leng and late

Africa

Moving from Australia
to the lush riverine
forests and savannas
of Southern Africa, we
encounter the Nyala.
This striking antelope
is sexually dimorphic,
meaning males and
females look quite
different. Females and
young have a bright
russet coat with thin
white vertical stripes,
while adult males
develop a shaggy, dark
grey to slate-blue coat
with striking yellow-
tipped legs and a white
chevron on its face.
The Nyala is a spiral-
horned antelope, with
males growing
impressive, twisted
horns. They are shy,
browsers that feed on

afternoon. The Nyala is
a prized sighting for
game-viewers in parks
like Kruger National
Park, representing the
elegant side of the
animals that start with
the letter N.

The
Nilgai:
Asia's
Largest
Antelope

Commonly found in
India, Nepal, and
Pakistan, the Nilgai is
a large, robust
antelope with a name
that translates to "blue
cow" in Hindi,
referencing the adult
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male's distinct bluish-
grey coat. Females, on
the other hand, are a
tawny brown. The
Nilgai is a bovid, and it
is often considered
sacred in parts of India
due to its association
with the cow. These
powerful herbivores
are remarkably
adaptable and can be
found in scrublands,
grasslands, and even
agricultural fields. They
are surprisingly good
swimmers and can
reach impressive
speeds of up to 30
miles per hour when
threatened.
Interestingly, the Nilgai
is one of the few Asian
antelopes that has also
established a feral
population in the wild
landscapes of Texas,
USA, where they are
hunted for their meat
and hides.

The
Naked
Mole Rat:
A
Subterran

ean
Oddity

If you are looking for
an unusual animal that
starts with the letter N,
look no further than
the Naked Mole Rat.
This hairless, wrinkled
rodent from East Africa
is a biological marvel.
Living in highly
complex underground
colonies similar to
those of ants or bees,
the Naked Mole Rat is
one of only two known
eusocial mammals (the



other being the
Damaraland mole rat).
Its skin is insensitive to
pain from certain acids,
it can survive without
oxygen for extended
periods, and it has a
remarkably long
lifespan for a rodent,
often living over 30
years. This remarkable
creature is resistant to
cancer and has
become a focal point
for gerontological and
cancer research. Its
peculiar appearance
may be off-putting, but
its biological
adaptations are
nothing short of
extraordinary.

BIRDS BEGINNING
WITH N: FROM

The

Nene:
Hawali's
State Bird

The Nene (pronounced
"nay-nay") is a species
of goose that is
endemic to the
Hawaiian Islands. It is
the official state bird of
Hawaii and is one of
the rarest waterfowl
species in the world.
Unlike most geese, the
Nene has evolved to
live in volcanic slopes
and scrublands rather
than near water. It has
partially webbed feet

HAWAIIAN and unusually long
NECTAR-SIPPERS toes, which help it
TO NIGHT navigate the rough,
HUNTERS lava-covered terrain.
The Nene's population
plummeted due to
hunting, habitat
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destruction, and
predation by
introduced species like
mongooses and cats.
However, intensive
conservation programs
have helped bring it
back from the brink of
extinction, making it a
powerful symbol of
resilience for the
Hawaiian ecosystem.

The
Nightinga
le: The
Master
Singer

Few birds are as
celebrated in poetry
and song as the
Nightingale. This
small, unassuming
brown bird is famous
for its powerful,
beautiful, and complex

song, which it sings
both during the day
and, most famously, at
night. Found across
Europe, Asia, and
North Africa, the
Nightingale is a
migratory bird that
heads to sub-Saharan
Africa for the winter.
The male's song, which
can include over 200
different phrases and is
used to attract a mate
and defend its
territory, is often
described as one of the
most enchanting
sounds in nature. Truly,
this is an animal that
starts with the letter N
that has captured the
human imagination for
millennia.

The
Nighthaw



k: A

perches lengthwise on
a branch, fence post,
or the ground. These

M a Ste rbi@fare also known

the Air

The Nighthawk is a
nocturnal or
crepuscular bird of the
nightjar family, well-
known for its erratic,
bat-like flight. Found
throughout North and
South America, the
Common Nighthawk is
a master of
camouflage, with
mottled grey, brown,
and white plumage
that blends perfectly
with tree bark or the
ground. They are
insectivores, spending
most of their time in
the air chasing moths,
beetles, and
mosquitoes. Unlike
many other nightjars,
the Nighthawk does
not perch horizontally
on branches; instead, it

for the loud "booming"
sound produced by
their wings during their
dramatic courtship
dives.

The
Nuthatch:
The
Upside-
Down
Acrobat

For a delightful
woodland bird that
starts with the letter N,
consider the
Nuthatch. This small,
compact bird is famous
for its unique feeding
behavior: it walks
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headfirst down tree
trunks. While
woodpeckers and

creepers move up a
tree, the Nuthatch
works its way down,
using its strong legs
and sharp claws to
cling to bark. This
allows it to find insects
and seeds that other
birds might miss. The
name "Nuthatch"
comes from its habit of
wedging a nut or acorn
into a crevice and then
"hatching" (hacking) it
open with its strong
beak. They are
common visitors to bird
feeders across the
Northern Hemisphere
where they are known
to hoard sunflower
seeds.

REPTILES AND
AMPHIBIANS
BEGINNING WITH N

The Nile
Crocodile:
The Apex
Predator
of Africa

When discussing the
most formidable
animals that start with
the letter N, the Nile
Crocodile immediately
comes to mind. Found
throughout sub-
Saharan Africa, the Nile
crocodile is one of the
largest and most
dangerous crocodilian
species on Earth.
These massive reptiles
can grow up to 16 to
20 feet in length and
can weigh over 1,500
pounds. They are
powerful, opportunistic
predators that prey on
everything from fish
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and birds to zebras and
even large antelope.
Despite their
reputation, the Nile
crocodile is also a
devoted parent,
guarding its nests and
carrying its newly
hatched young to the
water in its mouth.
They are a keystone
species in their aquatic
ecosystems, controlling
the populations of
many other animals.

The

Newt: A
Fire
Salamand
er of a
Different

Color

The term Newt refers
to a group of small,
semi-aquatic

amphibians within the
salamander family.
Known for their bright
orange or red bellies,
which serve as a
warning to predators of
their toxicity, newts
are fascinating
creatures. The Eastern
Newt of North America
has a particularly
interesting life cycle
that includes an
aquatic larval stage, a
terrestrial "eft" stage
(where it is bright
orange and lives on
land), and finally a fully
aquatic adult stage.
Newts are remarkable
for their regenerative
abilities; they can
regrow lost limbs, tails,
jaws, and even parts of
their hearts and eyes.
This makes them a
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subject of intense
scientific study in the
fields of regeneration
and developmental
biology. The great
crested newt, found in
Europe, is a protected
species, a rare and
beautiful animal that
starts with the letter N.

AQUATIC LIFE AND
UNIQUE
CREATURES
BEGINNING WITH N

The
Nautilus:
A Living
Fossil of
the Deep

The chambered
Nautilus is a
cephalopod, closely

related to octopuses,

11

squid, and cuttlefish.
However, it is the only
living cephalopod that
has an external, coiled
shell. Often called a
"living fossil," the
Nautilus has remained
largely unchanged for
over 500 million years.
It is a deep-sea
dweller, found in the
tropical waters of the
Indo-Pacific. The
Nautilus uses a system
of chambers in its shell
to control its buoyancy,
allowing it to rise and
sink in the water
column with ease. Its
many thin tentacles
are used to capture
prey like small fish and
crustaceans.

Unfortunately, the
Nautilus is now
threatened by
overfishing  for its

beautiful shell, putting
pressure on its ancient
lineage.
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The
Nurse
Shark: A
Gentle
Giant of
the Reef

Contrary to its
somewhat clinical
name, the Nurse

Shark is one of the
most docile shark
species. Found in
warm, shallow waters
of the Atlantic and
Eastern Pacific, this
bottom-dwelling shark
prefers to rest on the
seafloor during the day
under ledges or in
coral crevices. It is a
nocturnal hunter, using
suction feeding to suck
up prey like small fish,
shrimp, crabs, and

mollusks from the
sand. The name "Nurse
Shark" may come from
the sucking sound it
makes when feeding,
which resembles a
nursing baby, or from
an old, archaic word for
"nusse," meaning "cat
shark." While they are
slow-moving and
generally not
aggressive, they can
deliver a powerful bite
if provoked.

The
Nudibran
ch: The
Ocean's
Most
Colorful
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Slug

For a burst of pure
color and biological
wonder, look to the
Nudibranch. These
are soft-bodied, marine
gastropod mollusks,
essentially sea slugs,
that have shed their
shells after their larval
stage. "Nudibranch"

means "naked gills,"
referring to the
feathery gills located
on their backs. They
are found in oceans all
over the world, from
the tropics to
Antarctica, and are
famous for their
extraordinary,
flamboyant colors and
intricate forms. Many
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