
Mark Wilson Complete Course In Magic 1

Mark Wilson Complete Course In
Magic

Mark Wilson Complete
Course In Magic

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com

by Herrera & Long

INTRODUCTION: UNLOCKING THE
SECRETS OF PERFORMANCE
MAGIC

The world of magic has always held a
un ique  power  ove r  the  human
imagination.  Whether  it  is  the  sudden
appearance  of  a  dove,  the  baffling
disappearance  of  a  co in,  or  the
impossible prediction of a chosen card,

magic tricks create moments of genuine
wonder.  For  aspiring  magicians,  the
journey from spectator to performer can
feel daunting. With countless resources
available  online,  from  disjointed  video
tutorials  to  poorly  explained  trick
exposés,  finding  a  structured,  reliable,
and comprehensive  foundation  is  rare.
This is precisely where the Mark Wilson
Complete Course In Magic stands as a
towering exception. Widely regarded as
the bible of beginner magic, this course
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offers a systematic pathway into the art
of illusion. It is not merely a collection of
tricks; it is a masterclass in presentation,
psychology,  and  technique.  In  this
article, we will explore why this course
remains  the  gold  standard  for  magic
education, what it contains, and how it
can transform a curious beginner into a
confident performer.

WHAT IS THE MARK WILSON
COMPLETE COURSE IN MAGIC?

The Mark Wilson Complete Course In
Magic is a comprehensive instructional
program  des igned  to  teach  the
fundamentals  of  magic  performance.
Originally published as a book in 1975 by
Mark  Wilson,  one  of  America’s  most
beloved  and  respected  magicians,  the
course  has  since  been  expanded  into

multi-volume sets and digital formats. It
covers  a  vas t  a r ray  o f  mag ica l
disciplines,  including  close-up  magic,
stage magic, mentalism, and children’s
entertainment.  Unlike  many  modern
resources that focus on a single niche or
style,  this  course  provides  a  holistic
education. It does not assume any prior
knowledge,  making  it  accessible  to
absolute  beginners,  yet  its  depth  and
clarity make it a valuable reference for
seasoned hobbyists. The course is built
around the philosophy that magic is an
art form requiring practice, presentation,
and respect for the audience.

The Origins and
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Legacy of Mark
Wilson
To  understand  why  the  Mark  Wilson
Complete  Course  In  Magic  is  so
effective,  it  helps  to  know  the  man
behind it. Mark Wilson was a pioneering
television  magician  whose  shows,
including "The Magic Circus" and "Magic
Land of Allakazam," brought magic into
millions  of  living  rooms.  His  friendly,
approachable  demeanor  and  clear
teaching  style  made  him  a  household
name. Wilson was not a magician who
hoarded  secrets;  he  was  a  dedicated
educator  who  believed  that  the  true
secret  of  magic is  the joy it  brings to
others.  His  course  reflects  this  ethos.

Every trick, every explanation, and every
piece of advice is delivered with the goal
of  helping the performer succeed.  The
course  has  stood  the  test  of  time
because  it  teaches  principles,  not  just
routines.  It  instills  an understanding of
timing,  misdirection,  and  audience
psychology  that  applies  to  any  effect  a
magician  might  learn  later.

A DETAILED LOOK INSIDE THE
COURSE CONTENT

One of the most remarkable aspects of
the Mark Wilson Complete Course In
Magic is its sheer breadth. The course is
organized into logical sections that build
upon each other, ensuring a progressive
learning  experience.  Below  is  a
breakdown  of  the  major  categories
covered  within  the  program.
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Card Magic: This section begins
with basic sleights such as the
overhand shuffle, the riffle shuffle,
and the classic force. It then
progresses to more advanced
techniques like palming, the
double lift, and the glide. You will
learn complete routines, from
simple predictions to elaborate
spectator-as-magician effects.
Coin and Money Magic: Coin
magic is a staple of close-up
performance. The course teaches
essential sleights including the
French drop, the classic palm, and
the thumb palm. Routines cover
vanishing coins, multiplying coins,
and the classic "Miser’s Dream"
routine where the magician
produces coins from the air.

Silk Magic: Silk handkerchiefs are
vibrant and visually appealing
props. This section covers
vanishes, productions, color
changes, and the famous "Dyeing
the Silks" routine. These effects
are excellent for stage and parlor
settings.
Rope Magic: Rope routines are
timeless and easy to perform once
mastered. The course includes cut
and restored rope effects, the
professor’s nightmare (linking
ropes of unequal lengths), and the
great escape illusions using rope
and knots.
Mentalism: For those interested
in the art of mind reading, the
course offers a solid introduction.
You will learn book tests, blindfold
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acts, and psychological forces that
create the illusion of telepathy and
precognition.
Stage and Parlor Magic: This
section addresses larger-scale
illusions suitable for performing on
a stage. It includes instructions on
the classic cups and balls routine,
linking rings, and even simple
levitation effects like the Balducci
levitation.
Children’s Magic: Performing for
children requires a different set of
skills. The course dedicates a full
section to routines designed to
captivate young audiences,
including production tricks, color-
changing effects, and comedy
routines.
Thumb Tip and Gimmicks: Many

commercial magic tricks rely on
specialized props. The course
teaches how to use and perform
with a thumb tip, a devil’s napkin,
and other common gimmicks,
making these seemingly complex
effects easy to master.

How the Course
is Structured for
Learning
The Mark Wilson Complete Course In
Magic  is  not  a  random assortment  of
tricks.  It  is  meticulously  structured  to
ensure that each skill reinforces the one
before it.  Each section begins with the
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simplest version of a sleight or routine,
often called  the  "basic  method."  Once
the  s tuden t  has  mas te red  the
fundamenta l  move,  the  course
introduces more complex variations and
profess ional  appl icat ions.  This
scaffolding approach prevents frustration
and  builds  confidence.  Every  trick  is
accompanied  by  clear,  step-by-step
instructions,  often  supplemented  by
illustrations  or  photographs  in  the
printed version,  and high-quality  video
demonstrations in the digital format. The
course also emphasizes the importance
of  practice  routines  and  suggests
specific  performance  scripts  to  help  the
magician develop their unique style.

KEY FEATURES THAT SET THIS

COURSE APART

There are many magic courses available,
but  the  Mark  Wilson  Complete
Course In Magic remains the definitive
choice  for  several  compelling  reasons.
Its enduring popularity is not accidental;
it  is the result of careful design and a
deep  understanding  of  what  makes  a
magic education effective.

Comprehensive Coverage: Few1.
resources cover as many
disciplines under one roof. From
card tricks to mentalism, the
breadth is unmatched.
Clear and Accessible Teaching:2.
Mark Wilson’s teaching style is
patient, thorough, and
encouraging. He avoids jargon
without explanation and always



Mark Wilson Complete Course In Magic 7

7

shows the routine from the
spectator’s perspective.
Focus on Performance: The3.
course does not just teach the
secret; it teaches how to perform.
It covers angles, patter,
misdirection, and the importance
of dressing the part.
Built-in Progression: The4.
material is arranged from simple
to complex, making it easy to
track your growth. This structure
prevents the overwhelm that often
kills a beginner’s motivation.
Timeless Material: Unlike trend-5.
driven magic that quickly becomes
outdated, the effects in this course
are classic. They have fooled
audiences for decades and will
continue to do so.

Value for Money: Considering6.
the number of routines taught, the
cost per trick is extraordinarily low.
It offers thousands of dollars worth
of professional magic education at
a fraction of the price.

WHO SHOULD INVEST IN THIS
COURSE?

The Mark Wilson Complete Course In
Magic is designed for a wide audience,
but  it  particularly  excels  in  serving
specific  groups  of  learners.
Understanding  who  benefits  most  can
help you decide if this course is right for
you.
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The Absolute
Beginner
If  you  have  never  performed a  magic
trick in your life, this is the only resource
you need. The course assumes zero prior
knowledge and holds your hand through
every step. It will teach you not only the
secrets but also the etiquette and ethics
of being a magician. Many professional
magicians  credit  this  course  as  the
starting point that ignited their lifelong
passion.

The Hobbyist

Seeking
Structure
If  you have learned a  few tricks  from
YouTube or a friend but feel your skills
are  disjointed,  this  course  will  provide
the structure you lack. It fills in the gaps
in your knowledge, corrects bad habits,
and  gives  you  a  solid  repertoire  of
performing pieces.

The Parent or
Teacher
Children love magic, and adults who can
perform  simple  but  effective  tricks
become  instant  heroes.  The  course
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includes a  dedicated children’s  section
with routines that are easy to learn and
guaranteed to entertain young crowds.

The Aspiring
Professional
Even  serious  hobbyists  and  semi-
professionals  will  find  value  here.  The
course teaches foundational sleights that
underpin advanced magic. Revisiting the
basics with Mark Wilson’s guidance can
polish  a  performer’s  technique  and
introduce new presentational ideas. The
mentalism  and  stage  sections  are
particularly  useful  for  those  building  a
professional act.

COMPARING THE COURSE TO
MODERN MAGIC RESOURCES

In  the  digital  age,  countless  magic
tutorials  are  available  for  free  on
platforms  like  YouTube.  Why  should  a
beginner  invest  in  the  Mark  Wilson
Complete Course In Magic  when so
much information is  already accessible
for  free?  The  answer  lies  in  quality,
curation, and depth.
Free online content is often a mixed bag.
Many  tutorials  are  poorly  filmed,  taught
by inexperienced performers, or focus on
a single,  trendy effect  without  providing
context.  The  Mark Wilson Complete
Course  In  Magic  offers  a  coherent
curriculum.  It  filters  out  the  noise  and
presents  only  the  most  effective,  time-
tested  mater ia l .  I t  teaches  the
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underlying  principles  that  allow  a
magician to  create their  own routines,
rather  than  just  memorizing  someone
else’s.  Furthermore,  the  course  is
designed to  be  consumed in  a  logical
order,  unlike  the  haphazard  browsing
typical of internet learning. For the price
of  a  few  private  magic  lessons  or  a
single  professional  trick,  the  course
provides a complete education that will
serve the magician for a lifetime.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR GETTING
THE MOST OUT OF THE COURSE

Owning  the  Mark  Wilson  Complete
Course  In  Magic  is  only  the  first  step.
To  truly  benefit  from  its  wealth  of
knowledge,  you  need  a  strategy  for
learning. Here are some practical tips to
maximize your progress.

Follow the Order: Resist the
temptation to skip ahead to the
most flashy tricks. Master the
basics in the order they are
presented. Building a strong
foundation will make advanced
techniques easier and more
natural.
Practice with a Mirror: A mirror
is your best teacher. It reveals
angles, flashes, and awkward
movements that you would
otherwise miss. Practice each
sleight until it looks effortless and
natural.
Record Yourself: Use your
smartphone to record your
rehearsals. Compare your
performance to the descriptions in
the course. Pay attention to hand
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positioning, eye contact, and
timing.
Focus on One Routine at a
Time: Do not try to learn ten tricks
at once. Pick a single effect and
practice it until you can perform it
smoothly without referring to the
instructions. Then move on to the
next.
Perform for Real People: The
ultimate test of any magic training
is a live audience. Start with family
and friends. Pay attention to their
reactions and adjust your
presentation accordingly. The
course teaches you how to handle
hecklers and mistakes, but real-
world practice is irreplaceable.
Join a Community: Consider
joining a local magic club or an

online forum dedicated to the Mark
Wilson course. Sharing your
progress and learning from others
can accelerate your growth and
keep you motivated.

WHY THIS COURSE ENDURES
AFTER DECADES

In a world of fast-changing trends, the
Mark  Wilson  Complete  Course  In
Magic has remained relevant for nearly
five decades. Its longevity is a testament
to its quality. The course does not rely
on  gimmicks  that  break,  or  on  trends
that  fade.  It  teaches  skills  that  are
independent  of  any  particular  prop  or
fashion. The ability to perform a clean
double lift,  to misdirect with confidence,
or  to  weave  a  compelling  narrative
during  a  routine  are  skills  that  never
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become  obsolete.  Furthermore,  the
course’s  emphasis  on  the  ethics  of
magic—the idea that a magician’s goal is
t o  c r e a t e  w o n d e r ,  n o t  t o
humi l ia te—resonates  in  every

generation.  As  long  as  people  are
fascinated by the impossible,  the tools
and techniques taught in this course will
be in demand.

CONCLUSION: THE MAGIC


