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UNEARTHING THE UNDEAD NIGHTMARE TREASURE MAP IN RED DEAD
REDEMPTION

When Rockstar Games released Red Dead Redemption: Undead Nightmare, they did more than
just add zombies to the Wild West. They created a complete, atmospheric expansion that blended
survival horror with the open-world freedom players loved. Among the many secrets hidden in this
macabre version of the frontier, the Red Dead Redemption Undead Nightmare Treasure Map
stands out as one of the most rewarding side quests. Whether you are a seasoned player returning
for nostalgia or a newcomer trying to survive the apocalypse, tracking down these treasures offers a
satisfying challenge that tests both your navigation skills and your nerve. This guide will walk you
through everything you need to know about locating, interpreting, and cashing in on every single
treasure hidden across the infected landscape.

WHAT IS THE UNDEAD NIGHTMARE TREASURE MAP?

The Red Dead Redemption Undead Nightmare Treasure Map is not a single item but rather a
series of three separate map pieces that, when combined, lead you to valuable loot caches. Unlike
the main story missions, this treasure hunt is a completely optional side activity. However, the
rewards  are  well  worth  the  effort,  especially  when ammunition  and supplies  are  scarce  in  a  world
overrun by the undead. Each map piece provides a hand-drawn clue pointing to a specific location.
You will need to use environmental landmarks, terrain features, and a bit of old-fashioned deduction
to find the buried chests.
What makes this treasure hunt unique is how it integrates into the Undead Nightmare world. The
map pieces are not handed to you automatically. You must explore dangerous areas, clear out
zombie-infested settlements, and sometimes take a leap of faith into the unknown. The atmosphere
is tense, and the undead are relentless, which makes every discovery feel earned.

The Importance of the Treasure Hunt in
Undead Nightmare
In Undead Nightmare, resources are limited. Ammo is precious, and health items can mean the
difference between life and death. The treasure caches you uncover using the Undead Nightmare
treasure map contain valuable supplies including gold bars, ammunition, and unique weapons.

More importantly, the hunt itself encourages you to explore the entire map, leading you to locations
you might otherwise overlook. This exploration is part of the charm of the expansion, as each region
tells a story of how the apocalypse unfolded.

HOW TO START THE UNDEAD NIGHTMARE TREASURE HUNT

Before you can begin collecting treasure, you need to obtain all three pieces of the Red Dead
Redemption Undead Nightmare Treasure Map. These pieces are scattered across the world,
and you must retrieve them in a specific order. Here is how to get started.

Obtaining the First Map Piece
The first piece of the treasure map is located in Tumbleweed, the ghost town in the southwestern
corner of the map. To find it, head to the hotel building. Inside, go upstairs and look for a room with
a  collapsed  ceiling.  The  map  piece  is  sitting  on  a  nightstand  near  the  bed.  Be  careful,  as
Tumbleweed  is  crawling  with  undead.  Clear  the  area  before  you  start  searching,  or  you  will  find
yourself surrounded while trying to examine the map.

Finding the Second Map Piece
With  the  first  piece  in  hand,  the  second  piece  becomes  available.  Travel  north  to  MacFarlane's
Ranch.  This  location  is  significant  in  the  main  game,  but  in  Undead Nightmare  it  serves  as  a  safe
haven that you must protect. The second map piece is in the barn behind the ranch house. Climb to
the hayloft and look in the far corner near some stacked crates. Again, make sure you have cleared
the area of zombies before you commit to the search, as the hayloft can become a trap if you are
not careful.

Securing the Third and Final Map Piece
The third piece is the most dangerous to obtain. You must travel to the town of Armadillo, which in
Undead Nightmare is completely overrun. The map piece is inside the saloon. Go to the back room,
and  you  will  find  it  on  a  table  next  to  a  bottle  of  whiskey.  Armadillo  is  one  of  the  most  densely
infected areas in the game, so come prepared with plenty of ammunition and a reliable weapon like
the Blunderbuss or the Explosive Rifle. Once you have all three pieces, they automatically combine
into a complete map in your inventory.
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DECIPHERING THE COMBINED TREASURE MAP

Once you have assembled the full Red Dead Redemption Undead Nightmare Treasure Map,
you will see a series of hand-drawn illustrations. These are not straightforward GPS coordinates.
Instead, they require you to match the drawings to actual locations in the game world. The map
shows three distinct landmarks, each corresponding to a buried treasure chest. The drawings are
stylized but accurate to the terrain. Pay close attention to tree formations, rock shapes, and building
silhouettes.

First Treasure Location: The Crossroads
The first  treasure  shown on  your  combined  map depicts  a  large  crossroad  with  a  distinctive  dead
tree at the center. This location is found just east of the MacFarlane's Ranch area, where two main
roads  intersect.  Look  for  the  gnarled,  leafless  tree  that  stands  alone  at  the  junction.  The  treasure
chest is buried at the base of this tree. Dig it up to find a stash that includes a gold bar and a supply
of rifle ammunition.

Second Treasure Location: The Broken
Wagon
The second illustration on your Undead Nightmare treasure map shows a broken-down wagon
near a cliff edge. This location is south of the city of Blackwater, along the coastline. You are looking
for a wagon that has fallen off the trail and rests precariously against a rock formation. The chest is
hidden underneath the wagon. This area is patrolled by both zombies and the occasional pack of
wolves,  so  stay alert.  Inside the chest  you will  find a unique weapon,  the Improved Mauser  Pistol,
along with a handful of explosive rounds.

Third Treasure Location: The Abandoned
Church
The  final  treasure  location  is  the  most  visually  striking.  The  map  shows  a  small  church  with  a
collapsed steeple, surrounded by a wrought-iron fence. This is the church located in the town of
Hennigan's Stead, just northwest of the main road. The chest is buried behind the altar, inside the
church itself. Be warned, the church interior is a zombie spawn point, and entering will trigger an
ambush. Clear the room quickly and grab your prize: a large sum of cash, several gold bars, and a
renewable supply of Molotov cocktails. This is arguably the best haul in the entire treasure hunt.

TIPS AND STRATEGIES FOR USING THE UNDEAD NIGHTMARE TREASURE MAP

Now that you know where to look, let us talk about how to make your treasure hunting experience
safer  and more efficient.  The world  of  Undead Nightmare is  unforgiving,  and a single  mistake can
cost you your progress.

Prepare Before You Search
Never  start  a  treasure hunt  without  proper  preparation.  Make sure you have a  full  supply  of
ammunition,  health  tonics,  and  Dead  Eye  tonics.  The  Blunderbuss  is  particularly  effective  for
clearing rooms, while a repeater like the Evans Repeater is  good for picking off zombies at range.
Also, consider using a horse that is not easily spooked. The War Horse or the Four Horses of the
Apocalypse are excellent choices because they will not buck you off when zombies approach.

Travel During Daylight Hours
In  Undead Nightmare,  the  nights  are  significantly  more  dangerous.  Zombies  are  more  aggressive,
and  visibility  is  poor.  While  the  treasures  can  be  found  at  any  time  of  day,  it  is  strongly
recommended to start your search in the morning. This gives you plenty of daylight to navigate and
reduces the risk of being caught off guard by a horde.

Use Dead Eye to Scan the Area
When you arrive at a suspected treasure location, activate Dead Eye and scan the ground. Buried
treasure chests often have a faint shimmer or a slightly disturbed patch of earth. Dead Eye can also
highlight enemies hiding behind obstacles, which is useful when entering buildings like the church in
Hennigan's Stead. This ability is a treasure hunter's best friend.

Clear the Perimeter First
Zombies in Undead Nightmare are attracted to noise. If you start digging while zombies are nearby,
the sound will draw them directly to you. Always clear a wide perimeter around the treasure site
before  you  start  excavating.  Use  explosives  or  fire  to  eliminate  groups  quickly.  Once  the  area  is
secure, you can dig in peace.

REWARDS AND WHY THEY MATTER

The rewards from the Red Dead Redemption Undead Nightmare Treasure Map are not just
cosmetic. They provide tangible benefits that make the rest of the game easier.

Gold Bars: These can be sold at any general store for a substantial amount of cash. Money is
useful for purchasing ammunition, changing your outfit, or buying maps to other treasure



Red Dead Redemption Undead Nightmare Treasure Map 3

3

locations.
Unique Weapons: The Improved Mauser Pistol found in the second treasure cache is one of
the most effective sidearms in the game. It has a high rate of fire and can be dual-wielded for
devastating effect.
Molotov Cocktails: The final treasure chest provides a renewable supply of Molotovs. These
are invaluable for crowd control, especially during the later missions where zombie hordes are
larger and more aggressive.
Ammunition: Every cache contains a mix of standard and specialty ammunition. This can
save you a significant amount of money and keeps you fighting fit for longer.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even experienced players can make errors when hunting for treasure with the Undead Nightmare
treasure map. Here are the most common pitfalls and how to avoid them.

Mistaking the Map Orientation
The hand-drawn map is not aligned to the standard north-south grid. Do not assume that the top of
the drawing represents north. Instead, look for unique landmarks like the dead tree or the broken
wagon.  These environmental  cues are far  more reliable  than trying to  orient  the map to  the
compass.

Searching in the Wrong Order
Each treasure cache must be found in sequence. If you try to dig up the second treasure before
finding the first, the chest will not be there. The game locks progression based on which map pieces
you have collected. Always start with the crossroad treasure, then the wagon, and finally the church.

Ignoring the Surrounding Danger
It is easy to get tunnel vision when you are close to a treasure location. Do not ignore the sounds of
approaching  zombies.  If  you  hear  growling  or  shuffling,  stop  what  you  are  doing  and  assess  the
situation. A single bite can be fatal, and you do not want to lose your hard-earned loot because you
were too focused on digging.

IS THE UNDEAD NIGHTMARE TREASURE HUNT WORTH YOUR TIME?

Absolutely. The Red Dead Redemption Undead Nightmare Treasure Map questline is one of
the most satisfying side activities in the entire expansion. It rewards exploration, patience, and
careful  observation.  The  loot  you  obtain  makes  the  rest  of  the  game  significantly  easier,  and  the
sense of accomplishment from deciphering the hand-drawn clues is genuinely rewarding. Whether
you are playing for  the first  time or  returning for  a replay,  taking an hour or  two to complete this
treasure hunt will enhance your overall experience.

FINAL THOUGHTS ON THE UNDEAD NIGHTMARE TREASURE MAP

Rockstar Games packed an incredible amount of detail into Undead Nightmare, and the treasure
hunt is  a perfect example of  their  commitment to world-building and player engagement.  The
Undead Nightmare treasure map is not just a simple fetch quest; it is a puzzle that requires you
to engage with the environment, learn the geography, and take calculated risks. In a world where
the dead walk and supplies are scarce, every gold bar and bullet you find can make the difference
between survival and becoming one of the infected.
So gear up, mount your horse, and head out into the undead frontier. The treasures are waiting, but
only those who are brave enough to search will find them. Follow the map, trust your instincts, and
remember: in Undead Nightmare, the greatest treasure is still being alive at the end of the day.


