
How To Say Beautiful In Italian 1

How To Say Beautiful In Italian

How To Say Beautiful In Italian

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com by Riley &

Ellis

UNLOCKING THE LANGUAGE OF BEAUTY: HOW TO SAY
BEAUTIFUL IN ITALIAN

Italy is a country that breathes beauty. From the rolling hills of
Tuscany and the Renaissance masterpieces of Florence to the
crystalline waters of the Amalfi Coast and the timeless charm of
Roman piazzas, beauty is woven into the very fabric of Italian life.
And just as the scenery is rich and varied, so too is the Italian
language when it comes to expressing admiration. If you have
ever wondered how to say beautiful in Italian, you may be
surprised to learn that there is no single word. Instead, Italian
offers a symphony of terms, each with its own nuance, intensity,
and context. Learning these words not only helps you speak like
a local  but also deepens your appreciation for  Italian culture,
where  elegance  and  passion  are  never  taken  lightly.  In  this
comprehensive  guide,  we will  explore  the most  common and
poetic ways to convey beauty, ensuring you always choose the
right expression for the moment.

THE FOUNDATION: BELLO AND BELLA

At the heart of every conversation about beauty lies the word

bello  (masculine)  and  bella  (feminine).  These  are  the  go‑to
adjectives for describing someone or something attractive. Bello
is the direct equivalent of “beautiful” or “handsome” and is used
for men, while bella is used for women. For example:

Lui è molto bello. — He is very handsome.
Lei è così bella. — She is so beautiful.

But bello does not stop there. It changes form depending on the
noun  it  precedes.  Before  a  masculine  noun  starting  with  a
consonant  (except  s+  consonant  or  z),  it  becomes  bel.  For
example:  bel  ragazzo  (beautiful  boy).  Before a feminine noun
starting  with  a  consonant,  it  remains  bella:  bella  giornata
(beautiful day). And in the plural, masculine becomes bei  (bei
ragazzi)  and  feminine  becomes  belle  (belle  ragazze).  This
grammatical agility makes bello one of the most versatile words
in the Italian language.

Everyday Uses of Bello /
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Bella
Italians  sprinkle  bello  and bella  into  daily  conversation as  an
exclamation of  approval.  You might  hear  “Che bello!”  (How
beautiful!) when someone sees a stunning view or “Che bella!”
when admiring a dress. The word is also used as a warm greeting
among friends: “Ciao, bella!” (Hello, beautiful!) is a common
way to address a female friend, and “Ciao, bello!” for a male
friend. While it may sound overly familiar in English, in Italian it is
a friendly, affectionate term.

ELEVATING THE COMPLIMENT: STRONGER AND MORE
POETIC WORDS

When a simple bello  isn’t  enough,  Italian provides a treasure
chest  of  more  intense  and  poetic  synonyms.  Each  carries  a
slightly  different  shade  of  meaning,  allowing  you  to  tailor  your
praise  perfectly.

Bellissimo / Bellissima
The superlative form of bello, bellissimo (masc.) and bellissima
(fem.)  mean  “very  beautiful,”  “gorgeous,”  or  “stunning.”  For
instance:

Sei bellissima stasera. — You look stunning tonight.
Il tramonto era bellissimo. — The sunset was gorgeous.

This  is  one  of  the  most  common  ways  to  express  profound

admiration, and it works for people, places, and objects alike.

Stupendo / Stupenda
Directly  translated  as  “stupendous,”  stupendo  implies
something that leaves you in awe. It is stronger than bellissimo
and  often  used  for  extraordinary  art,  landscapes,  or
performances.

Che quadro stupendo! — What a stupendous painting!
La vista dal duomo è stupenda. — The view from the
cathedral is magnificent.

Magnifico / Magnifica
This  word means “magnificent”  and carries  a  sense of  grandeur
and majesty. It is perfect for describing palaces, cathedrals, or a
person’s regal demeanor.

Il Colosseo di notte è magnifico. — The Colosseum at
night is magnificent.
Hai un sorriso magnifico. — You have a magnificent
smile.

Meraviglioso / Meravigliosa
Derived  from  meraviglia  (wonder),  meraviglioso  means
“marvelous” or “wonderful.” It conveys a sense of magical beauty
that fills you with joy and wonder.
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È stata una giornata meravigliosa. — It was a
wonderful day.
La cucina italiana è meravigliosa. — Italian cuisine is
marvelous.

Incantevole
This  adjective  means  “enchanting”  and  is  used  for  places,
moments, or people that cast a spell on you. It is less common
but highly evocative.

Un paesaggio incantevole. — An enchanting landscape.
La sua voce è incantevole. — Her voice is enchanting.

Affascinante
While  affascinante  translates  to  “fascinating,”  it  is  frequently
used  to  describe  a  person’s  attractive  charm or  charisma.  It
implies  an  intellectual  or  mysterious  allure  rather  than  pure
physical beauty.

Un uomo molto affascinante. — A very charming man.
Hai uno sguardo affascinante. — You have a fascinating
gaze.

Splendido / Splendida
Meaning  “splendid,”  this  word  radiates  brightness  and
excellence. It can describe a person’s smile, a piece of jewelry, or
a perfectly sunny day.

Che idea splendida! — What a splendid idea!
Sei splendida in quel vestito. — You look splendid in
that dress.

CONTEXT MATTERS: HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT
WORD

Knowing how to say beautiful  in Italian  is  not  just  about
memorizing synonyms; it  is  about understanding when to use
each one. The context—whether you are describing a person, an
object, a scene, or a feeling—will guide your choice. Below we
break down common scenarios.

Describing a Person
For a romantic partner, you might say “Sei bellissima” or “Sei
stupenda.” For a friend who looks good, “Che bella” or “Sei
proprio  bella  oggi”  works  well.  If  you  want  to  compliment
someone’s  inner  beauty  or  charm,  use  “Sei  affascinante.”  To
praise a child, “Che bimbo bello!” is sweet and natural.



4

4 How To Say Beautiful In Italian 2023-05-13

Describing a Place or View
When  standing  on  a  hilltop  overlooking  the  Amalfi  Coast,  “Che
panorama meraviglioso!” captures the wonder. For a historic
building, “È magnifico” conveys grandeur. If you want to sound
poetic, “Un paesaggio incantevole” adds a touch of magic.
And for everyday beauty like a garden in bloom, “Che bello!” is
perfectly fine.

Describing Art, Music, or
Food
Music that moves you can be described as “meravigliosa” or
“stupenda.”  A  paint ing  might  be  “bellissima”  or
“magnifica.”  For  food—after  tasting  a  perfect  plate  of
pasta—you can exclaim “Che bontà!”  (How delicious!) or “È
meraviglioso!”  (It’s  marvelous!).  Beauty  extends  to  taste  in
Italian culture.

Describing a Moment or
Experience
Sometimes you want to call an entire experience beautiful. For a
perfect evening, say “È stata una serata bellissima.” For a
wedding, “Un giorno stupendo.” And for a simple yet perfect

afternoon: “Un pomeriggio incantevole.”

REGIONAL EXPRESSIONS AND SLANG

Italian  is  not  a  monolithic  language;  it  is  rich  with  regional
dialects  and  colloquialisms.  While  standard  Italian  words  are
understood everywhere,  locals often pepper their  speech with
regional variants.

Bono / Bona – In Roman dialect, bono (masc.) and bona
(fem.) are used like “hot” or “good-looking.” You might
hear “Che bono!” in Rome to comment on an attractive
person.
Fico / Figo – This is a slang term for “cool” or “awesome,”
but it can also mean “beautiful” in an informal setting. For
example, “Che figo quel film!” (That movie is so cool!). It
is used more for style and awesomeness than classical
beauty.
Strepitoso / Strepitosa – Meaning “thunderous” or
“amazing,” this word is often used in northern Italy to
describe something incredibly beautiful or impressive.
Da urlo – Literally “scream‑worthy,” this phrase is used
informally to say something is jaw‑droppingly beautiful, like
“a dress to die for.”

These slang expressions are best  used among friends and in
casual settings. In formal situations, stick to the classic adjectives
we covered earlier.
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ITALIAN IDIOMS FOR BEAUTY

Italians  also  express  beauty  through  idiomatic  phrases.
Understanding  these  will  help  you  sound  more  like  a  native
speaker when you want to say something is beautiful.

Fare bella figura – While it literally means “to make a
beautiful figure,” this idiom means to make a good
impression or to show oneself in a good light. For example:
“Con questo vestito farai bella


