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INTRODUCTION:
WHY BIRDS LOVE
YOUR PATIO AND
WHY YOU NEED A
PLAN

There  is  something
undeniably  peaceful
a b o u t  e n j o y i n g  a
morning  coffee  or  an
evening meal  on your
patio. The fresh air, the
gentle breeze, and the
connect ion  to  the
outdoors  create  a
p e r f e c t  r e t r e a t .
Unfortunately,  that
p e a c e  i s  o f t e n
inter rupted  by  an
uninvited guest:  birds.
While  birds  are  lovely
t o  w a t c h  f r o m  a

distance,  they  can
become  a  significant
nuisance  when  they
decide  your  patio  is
their  new  favourite
hangout.  Droppings,
feathers ,  nest ing
materials,  and  the
constant  mess  they
leave  beh ind  can
qu ick ly  tu rn  your
outdoor sanctuary into
a  m a i n t e n a n c e
nightmare. Beyond the
a n n o y a n c e ,  b i r d
droppings  are  acidic
and can damage patio
furniture, decking, and
even the paint on your
home.  They  can  also
carry  diseases  and
attract other pests like
insects  and  rodents.
Learning how to keep
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birds  away  from
patio  areas  is  not
about  harming  these
creatures;  it  is  about
e s t a b l i s h i n g
boundaries  that  allow
y o u  t o  c o e x i s t
peacefully. The goal is
to make your patio less
i n v i t i n g  t o  b i r d s
without  causing  them
h a r m ,  u s i n g  a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
deterrents,  habitat
modifications,  and
c o n s i s t e n t
maintenance.  This
guide  will  walk  you
t h r o u g h  p r o v e n ,
humane,  and  effective
strategies  to  reclaim
your  outdoor  space.

UNDERSTANDING
BIRD BEHAVIOUR:
THE FIRST STEP IN
DETERRENCE

B e f o r e  y o u  c a n
effectively  deter  birds,
it  helps to understand
why they are drawn to
your  patio  in  the  first

p l a c e .  B i r d s  a r e
o p p o r t u n i s t i c
creatures,  and  your
patio  likely  offers
several  attractions:
food,  water,  shelter,
and  safe  perching
spots .  I f  you  have
outdoor dining, crumbs
and  scraps  are  an
obvious  draw.  Bird
feeders, even if placed
away  from  the  patio,
can  attract  birds  that
t h e n  e x p l o r e  t h e
surrounding  area.
Potted  plants  may
p r o v i d e  s e e d s  o r
insects.  Open  water
sources like birdbaths,
pet  water  bowls,  or
e v e n  c o l l e c t e d
rainwater  offer
hydration. Additionally,
the  a rch i tec tura l
features of your patio,
such as ledges, rafters,
rooflines,  and  the  tops
of  pergolas,  provide
excellent perching and
nesting  sites  away
from ground predators.
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Understanding  these
attractions  allows  you
to  address  the  root
causes rather than just
the  symptoms.  By
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y
removing  or  blocking
these lures, you make
significant  progress  in
how  to  keep  birds
away  from  patio
spaces  naturally  and
effectively.

PHYSICAL
DETERRENTS:
CREATING
UNCOMFORTABLE
LANDING ZONES

One of the most direct
a n d  l o n g - l a s t i n g
approaches  involves
making  your  pat io
physically  unappealing
for birds to land, perch,
o r  nes t .  Phys i ca l
deterrents  are  highly
effective  because  they
do not rely on scents or
sounds that  may fade
over time.

Bird
Spikes: A
Proven
Solution
for
Ledges
and
Rooflines
Bird spikes are perhaps
t h e  m o s t  w i d e l y
recognized  physical
deterrent, and for good
reason.  These are not
sharp  sp ikes  that
impale  birds;  rather,
t h e y  a r e  b l u n t ,
s ta in less  s tee l  o r
plastic rods that create
an  uneven  surface,
making  it  impossible
f o r  b i r d s  t o  l a n d
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comfortably.  They  are
ideal  for  instal l ing
along railings, the tops
of fences, window sills,
gutters,  and  rooflines.
Birds quickly learn that
these  areas  are  no
longer  viable  perching
spots  and  move  on.
When  installing  bird
spikes,  ensure  they
cover the entire length
of the ledge or surface,
as birds will simply find
a small gap to settle in.
They  are  humane,
durable,  and  require
minimal  maintenance
once  installed.

Netting:
Compreh
ensive
Coverage

for Larger
Areas
For  larger  pat ios ,
especially  those  with
open rafters, pergolas,
or  covered  sections,
b i rd  net t ing  i s  an
excellent  option.  This
lightweight,  durable
net t ing  c reates  a
physical  barrier  that
prevents  birds  from
a c c e s s i n g  t h e
s h e l t e r e d  a r e a s
unde rnea th .  I t  i s
particularly  effective
for keeping birds from
nesting  in  eaves  or
rafters.  The  netting  is
nearly invisible from a
distance, so it does not
significantly  alter  the
aesthetic of your patio.
Ensure the mesh size is
s m a l l  e n o u g h  t o
prevent  small  birds
from  slipping  through
and that it is installed
tautly to avoid sagging,



How To Keep Birds Away From Patio 5

5

which could trap birds.
Proper  installation  is
crucial,  so  consider
professional  help  for
complex  structures.

Sloped
Surfaces
and
Visual
Blocks
You  can  also  modify
surfaces to make them
less  accommodating.
Ins ta l l i ng  ang led
sheeting or slick panels
on  top  of  ledges  and
flat  surfaces  makes  it
impossible for birds to
gr ip .  B i rds  need  a
stable,  flat  surface  to
perch ,  and  i f  that
surface is sloped at an
angle greater  than 45
degrees,  they  cannot
s t a y .  S i m i l a r l y ,

blocking  off  potential
nesting  cavities  with
wire  mesh,  wood,  or
f o a m  s e a l a n t
discourages  species
l ike  sparrows  and
starlings  from  setting
up  home  in  vents ,
soffits,  or  gaps  in  your
patio structure.

VISUAL
DETERRENTS:
TRICKING THEIR
SENSES

Birds  rely  heavily  on
their  keen eyesight to
detect  threats.  Visual
deterrents  exploit  this
by creating the illusion
of  danger,  prompting
birds  to  avoid  your
patio.  While  often  the
most affordable option,
their  effectiveness  can
vary  because  birds
may eventually realize
the threat  is  not  real.
Rotating  different
visual deterrents helps
maintain their novelty.
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Reflective
Objects
and
Spinners
C l a s s i c  v i s u a l
deterrents  include
reflective  tape,  old
CDs,  or  shiny  wind
spinners.  The  random
flashes  of  light
disorient  and  frighten
birds,  making  them
fee l  exposed  and
vulnerable. Hang these
items  from  eaves,
pergola  beams,  or
nearby trees.  You can
a l s o  p u r c h a s e
specialized  predator
eye  ba l loons  that
f e a t u r e  l a r g e ,
menacing eyes.  These
balloons  mimic  the
gaze of a predator like
an owl or hawk. Move
them every few days to

prevent  birds  from
becoming  accustomed
to  them.  Ano the r
option is reflective bird
scare  rods,  which  are
durable  plastic  rods
that  spin  and  flash  in
the  wind,  creating  a
constantly  shifting
visual  disturbance.

Decoys:
The Owl,
Hawk,
and
Snake
Strategy
P lac ing  decoys  o f
natural  predators  is  a
t i m e - h o n o u r e d
method.  A  plastic  owl
or rubber snake placed
on a railing or near a
garden bed can initially
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terrify small  birds. For
this  strategy  to  work,
you  must  move  the
d e c o y  t o  a  n e w
location  every  few
days. If a decoy sits in
the  same  spot  fo r
weeks ,  b i r d s  w i l l
quickly realize it is not
a  living  creature  and
w i l l  i g n o r e  i t
completely.  For  best
results, look for decoys
with  moving  parts,
such  as  a  rotat ing
head, or ones that emit
a  f a i n t  s o u n d .
Combining  a  decoy
with  a  reflective
deterrent  nearby  can
i n c r e a s e  i t s
effectiveness.

AUDITORY
DETERRENTS:
SOUNDING THE
ALARM

S o u n d  c a n  b e  a
powerful  deterrent,
especial ly  when  i t
mimics  the  distress
calls  of  birds  or  the

sounds  of  predators.
However,  auditory
deterrents  must  be
used carefully to avoid
becoming  a  nuisance
to  you,  your  family,
and  your  neighbours.

Ultrasonic
Devices:
A Mixed
Approach
U l t r a s o n i c  b i r d
repellent  devices  emit
high-frequency  sounds
that are designed to be
unpleasant  for  birds
b u t  i n a u d i b l e  t o
humans.  While  they
a r e  a  p o p u l a r
commercial  product,
their  effectiveness  is
debated.  Some  birds
m a y  b e c o m e
accustomed  to  the
sound  over  time,  and
the range of the device



8

8 How To Keep Birds Away From
Patio

2022-12-01

may be limited. If you
choose this route, look
f o r  d e v i c e s  w i t h
adjustable  frequencies
and  multiple  sound
patterns  to  reduce
habituation.  They  can
be  a  useful  part  of  a
broader  strategy  but
are  rarely  effective  on
their  own.

Distress
Calls and
Predator
Sounds
P lay ing  reco rded
distress calls of specific
bird  species  or  the
cries  of  hawks  and
falcons  can  be  very
effective for short-term
deterrence.  These
sounds  t r igger  an
i n s t i n c t i v e  f e a r
response  in  birds.
However,  this  method

i s  b e s t  u s e d  f o r
clearing a specific area
temporarily,  such  as
before  a  party,  rather
than  as  a  permanent
solution.  Constant
playback  can  annoy
neighbours  and  may
even  attract  other
birds  or  predators.
Some  high-qual ity
commercial  systems
u s e  a  r a n d o m
sequence  of  different
distress calls combined
with  predator  sounds
to  slow  habituation.

NATURAL AND
CHEMICAL
REPELLENTS:
USING SMELL AND
TASTE

For those who prefer a
gentler,  more  nature-
fr iendly  approach,
repellents that rely on
smell  or  taste  can be
effective,  especially  for
keeping  birds  off
specific  plants,
furniture,  or  surfaces.
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Scent-
Based
Repellent
s
Birds  have  a  strong
sense  of  smell,  and
certain  scents  are
highly  offensive  to
t h e m .  A  s i m p l e ,
homemade  solution  is
a mixture of water and
a  f e w  d r o p s  o f
essent ia l  o i ls  l ike
peppermint,  citrus,  or
eucalyptus.  Spray  this
m i x t u r e  o n  p a t i o
furniture,  railings,  and
around  the  perimeter
of your patio. You can
also  place  bowls  of
vinegar  or  strong-
smelling  herbs  like
rosemary and lavender
near  problem  areas.
Commercial  granular
r e p e l l e n t s  o f t e n

contain ingredients like
methyl  anthranilate,  a
grape-flavoured
compound  that  i s
harmless  but  smells
and  tastes  terrible  to
birds.  These  granules
can be sprinkled on the
ground or on ledges.

Taste-
Based
Repellent
s
If birds are pecking at
your  plants,  fruits,  or
vegetables,  a  taste-
based repellent is your
best  option.  These
p roduc t s  usua l l y
contain  a  bittering
agent that makes plant
material taste awful to
birds. They are safe for
the plants and for the
birds  but  discourage
them  from  feeding.
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Apply the spray to the
leaves  and  fruits  of
vu lnerable  p lants
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
product  instructions,
especially  after  rain.

HABITAT
MODIFICATION:
REMOVING THE
WELCOME MAT

S o m e t i m e s  t h e
simplest  solution is  to
r e m o v e  w h a t  i s
attracting the birds  in
the  first  place.
Modifying  the  habitat
around your patio can
dramatically  reduce
bird  activity  without
the  need  for  spikes,
nets, or sprays.

Eliminate
Food
Sources
This is often the most
impactful  step.  Never

leave pet food or water
bowls on the patio for
extended  periods.
Clean  up  food  scraps
immediately  after
outdoor meals.  Ensure
your  trash  can  has  a
tight-fitting  lid.  If  you
have  fruit  trees  or
berry bushes near the
patio,  pick  up  fallen
fruit  promptly.  If  you
enjoy  feeding  birds,
place bird feeders and
birdbaths at least 20 to
30 feet away from your
patio.  This  draws  the
birds  away  from  your
immediate  seating
area while still allowing
you to enjoy them from
a distance.

Remove
Water
Sources
Birds need water daily.
I f  y o u r  p a t i o  h a s
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standing  water,  you
are  inviting  them  in.
D u m p  o u t  p l a n t
saucers,  turn  over
buckets,  and  fix  any
leaky hoses or faucets.
I f  y o u  h a v e  a
decora t i ve  wate r
feature ,  cons ider
add ing  a  mot i on -
activated  sprinkler
nearby  to  scare  birds
a w a y  w h e n  t h e y
approach.

Trim
Vegetatio
n and
Reduce
Shelter
Overhanging  t ree
branches  provide  a
perfect  launching  pad
for  b i rds  to  swoop
down onto your patio.
Trim  branches  that

hang over your patio or
are within a few feet of
your  roofline.  Dense
shrubs  and  bushes
near  the  patio  offer
h i d i n g  s p o t s  a n d
nesting  sites.  Keep
v e g e t a t i o n  w e l l -
manicured and reduce
ground cover to make
the  area  feel  more
open and less safe for
birds.

MOTION-
ACTIVATED
SPRINKLERS AND
LIGHTS: HIGH-
TECH HELP

Technology  offers  a
humane  and  highly
effective  method  for
deterring birds. Motion-
activated sprinklers are
particularly  popular.
When a bird lands on a
railing or walks across
the  patio,  the  sensor
triggers a brief burst of
water. This startles the
bird without harming it.
The bird quickly learns
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to associate your patio
with  an  unpleasant
s u r p r i s e .  T h e s e
sprinklers are excellent
for  covering  a  wide
area  and  a re  a l so
effective  for  other
pests  like  squirrels,
cats,  and  raccoons.
Motion-activated  lights
can  also  be  effective
for deterring nocturnal
or  crepuscular  bird
activity,  though  they
are  less  potent  than
water  spray.  As  with
visual  decoys,  moving
the sensor or adjusting
its  angle  periodically
helps  maintain  i ts
effectiveness.

COMBINING
STRATEGIES FOR
LONG-TERM
SUCCESS

There  is  no  s ing le
magic  bullet  for  how
to  keep birds  away
from  patio  spaces
permanently. The most
successful  approach is

an  integrated  pest
management  strategy
that combines multiple
deterrent  methods.
Birds  are  intelligent
and  adaptable;  they
w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y
overcome  any  single
challenge if it remains
static.  By  layering
physical barriers, visual
s c a r e s ,  s c e n t
repellents, and habitat
modifications,  you
create an environment
that  is  consistently
u n a p p e a l i n g  a n d
difficult  for  birds  to
navigate.
Fo r  example ,  you
m i g h t  s t a r t  b y
trimming  overhanging
branches and removing
al l  food  and  water
sources.  Then,  install
bird  spikes  on  your
railings  and  roofline.
Add a plastic owl on a
movable  stand  and
hang  a  few  reflective
spinners  from  your
pergola.  Finally,  use a
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m o t i o n - a c t i v a t e d
sprinkler  for  extra
coverage. By attacking
the  prob lem  f rom
multiple  angles,  you
dramatically  increase
y o u r  c h a n c e s  o f
success.  Be  patient
and  observant.  Pay
attention  to  which
birds  are  causing  the
trouble and where they
are  landing.  Adjust
your tactics as needed,
and do not be afraid to
try a new combination
if  your  initial  efforts  do
not  yield  immediate
results.

MAINTENANCE:

KEEPING YOUR
PATIO BIRD-FREE

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
implemented  your
chosen  deterrents,
ongoing  maintenance
i s  essent ia l .  B i rd
droppings  should  be
cleaned  promptly,  as
they are acidic and can
s t a i n  s u r f a c e s .
Regularly  inspect  your
bird spikes and netting
for  damage  or  debris
buildup.  Clean  and
reposition  your  visual
decoys every few days.
Reapply  scent-based
repellents after rain or
heavy wind.


