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THE ENDURING LEGACY OF THE
CASE FOR CHRIST: LEE
STROBEL’S INVESTIGATIVE
JOURNEY

Few books have sparked more curiosity
about  the  historical  foundations  of
Christianity  than  The  Case  for  Christ.
Written  by  former  legal  journalist  Lee
Strobel,  this volume presents a unique
blend of courtroom drama and scholarly
investigation.  Strobel,  once  a  staunch

atheist, set out to disprove Christianity
using  the  same  rigorous  methods  he
employed as a journalist for the Chicago
Tribune.  Instead,  his  investigation  led
him to  an unexpected conclusion.  The
keyword Case For Christ Lee Strobel
represents not  just  a book title,  but  a
paradigm shift in how millions perceive
the  evidence  for  faith.  This  article
explores the content, methodology, and
enduring  impact  of  Strobel's  work,
offering  an  in-depth  look  at  why  it
remains  a  cornerstone  of  Christian
apologetics.

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Case For Christ Lee Strobel 2026-05-05

Who Is Lee
Strobel and Why
Did He Write This
Book?
Lee Strobel  earned a law degree from
Yale Law School and worked as a legal
journalist.  His  background  demanded
hard  evidence,  logical  reasoning,  and
airtight arguments. When his wife Leslie
converted to Christianity, Strobel viewed
her  new  fa i th  as  in te l lec tua l ly
indefensible.  He  decided  to  launch  a
personal  investigation,  aiming  to
dismantle the core claims of Christianity

once  and  for  all.  This  personal  quest
became the foundation of The Case for
Christ.  Strobel  interviewed  respected
scholars  from  various  fields  —  biblical
studies,  archaeology,  medicine,  and
philosophy — treating each topic like a
cross-examination in a court case. The
book’s  structure  mirrors  a  legal  brief,
with chapters dedicated to specific lines
of evidence.

The Structure: A
Journalist’s Case
File
The  Case  for  Christ:  Lee  Strobel
organizes  its  material  into  several  key
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"evidentiary"  sections  reminiscent  of  a
legal  proceeding.  Each  chapter
addresses  a  crit ical  question:

Can the Gospels be trusted as
historical documents?
Was Jesus a real historical
figure, and are the accounts of
his life reliable?
Did Jesus claim to be God, and
if so, was he a liar, a lunatic,
or Lord?
Does archaeology confirm the
New Testament accounts?
Is there credible evidence for
the resurrection of Jesus?

This  systematic  approach  appeals  to
skeptics  because  it  does  not  demand
blind faith. Instead, it invites readers to
examine the data and reach their own

conclusions.  Strobel’s  legal  training  is
evident  in  how  he  presents  both
supporting  and  opposing  viewpoints,
then  weighs  the  evidence.

Examining the
Historical
Reliability of the
Gospels
A central pillar of Case For Christ Lee
Strobel  is  the  credibility  of  the  four
Gospel accounts. Strobel interviews Dr.
Craig  Blomberg,  a  New  Testament
scholar at Denver Seminary, to analyze
whether the Gospels were written early
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enough  to  be  considered  eyewitness
testimony.  Blomberg  argues  that  the
Gospels were composed within 30 to 60
years of Jesus’ death, a short span by
ancient  historical  standards.  This
timeframe,  combined  with  the  oral
tradition  practices  of  first-century
Judaism, supports the likelihood that the
accounts preserve authentic memories.
Strobel  also  explores  the  criteria  of
m u l t i p l e  a t t e s t a t i o n  a n d  t h e
embarrassment  criterion  —  facts  that
would have been awkward for the early
church to invent, such as women being
the first witnesses to the empty tomb.

The Identity of

Jesus: Liar,
Lunatic, or Lord?
Strobel dedicates significant attention to
the famous trilemma popularized by C.S.
Lewis. If Jesus repeatedly claimed to be
God (as recorded in John’s Gospel and
implied in the Synoptic Gospels), then he
cannot be merely a great moral teacher.
Strobel interviews Dr. Ben Witherington
III, a Methodist New Testament scholar,
to explore whether Jesus actually made
such  claims.  Witherington  affirms  that
Jesus’  words  and  actions  —  forgiving
sins,  accepting  worship,  speaking  of
himself as the Son of Man from Daniel’s
prophecy — all  point  to  a  divine  self-
understanding.  The  logical  options
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become  stark:  Jesus  was  e i ther
deliberately deceptive (a liar), mentally
disturbed (a lunatic), or exactly who he
c la imed  to  be  (Lord) .  St robel ’s
examination does not shy away from the
difficulty of this choice, but he concludes
that the evidence leans heavily toward
the third option.

The Evidence for
the Resurrection
No  element  of  Case  For  Christ  Lee
Strobel has generated more discussion
than  the  resurrection  chapter.  Strobel
interviews Dr. Gary Habermas, a leading
resurrection scholar. Habermas presents
multiple  lines  of  evidence:  the  empty
tomb, the post-mortem appearances to

individuals  and  groups  (including  a
skeptical  brother James and an enemy
Paul),  and  the  rapid  transformation  of
the disciples from frightened cowards to
bold  proclaimers.  The  hallmark  of
Habermas’s  approach  is  the  "minimal
facts" argument: only facts agreed upon
by virtually all scholars, including critical
ones. These include the death of Jesus
by  crucifixion,  the  disciples’  belief  that
they  saw  the  risen  Jesus,  and  the
conversion  of  Paul.  Strobel  weighs
alternate naturalistic theories — that the
disciples  stole  the  body,  that  Jesus
swooned on the cross, that the women
went  to  the  wrong  tomb  —  and  finds
them lacking historical  plausibility.  The
resurrection,  while  a  miracle,  emerges
as the best explanation for the known
data.
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Archaeological
and Extra-
Biblical
Confirmation
Strobel expands his investigation beyond
the  New  Tes tament  to  i nc lude
archaeological  discoveries  and  non-
Christian writings. He interviews Dr. John
McRay, an archaeologist, who points to
the Pool  of  Bethesda (John 5) and the
Pool  of  Siloam  (John  9)  as  previously
doubted  locations  that  were  later
excavated,  confirming  John’s  accuracy.
The  book  also  cites  the  writings  of

Tacitus, Josephus, and Pliny the Younger
as  extrabiblical  sources  corroborating
Jesus’  existence,  his  execution  under
Pontius  Pilate,  and  the  early  Christian
worship of him as divine. This broader
context  strengthens  the  case  that
Christianity is rooted in verifiable history,
not myth.

Scientific and
Philosophical
Considerations
In later editions and companion works,
Strobel  also  addresses  scientific
questions.  He  interviews  Dr.  Stephen
Meyer on intelligent design and Dr. J.P.
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Moreland on the existence of the soul.
While  not  as  central  as  the  historical
evidence,  these  sections  demonstrate
that the Case For Christ Lee Strobel
framework can engage modern scientific
and  philosophical  challenges.  Strobel
argues  that  theism,  and  specifically
Christianity,  provides  a  coherent
worldview that accounts for the origin of
the  universe,  the  fine-tuning  of  physical
constants,  and  the  reality  of  moral
objective  values.

Why Does This
Book Still

Matter?
First  published  in  1998,  The  Case  for
Christ  has  sold  mill ions  of  copies
worldwide and has been adapted into a
major  motion  picture.  Its  enduring
a p p e a l  l i e s  i n  i t s  a c c e s s i b l e ,
conversational  tone.  Strobel  presents
complex scholarly debates in language
that  a layperson can follow.  For  many
readers,  the  book  serves  as  a  bridge
from  skepticism  to  belief,  or  as  a
resource to strengthen their own faith.
Pastors and small groups frequently use
it  for  study;  university  students  often
encounter  it  in  apologetics  clubs.  The
keyword Case For Christ Lee Strobel
continues  to  generate  search  traffic
because  people  remain  hungry  for
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evidence-based answers to life’s biggest
questions.

Criticisms and
Counterargumen
ts
No  investigation  is  complete  without
acknowledging  opposing  views.  Some
critics argue that Strobel’s interviews are
selective,  featuring  only  evangelical
scholars.  Others  contend  that  the
"minimal  facts"  approach  assumes
certain  historical  criteria  that  secular
historians might not accept. Additionally,
some  mainline  theologians  question
whether the Gospels were intended as

modern  h i s to r i ca l  j ourna l i sm.
Nevertheless, Strobel addresses many of
these objections directly in the book and
in later Q&A sections. The strength of his
approach is that he does not hide the
difficulties;  rather,  he  faces  them  head-
on,  which  is  why  even  non-Christians
often  recommend  the  book  as  a  fair
representat ion  o f  the  case  fo r
Christianity.

Practical
Applications for
Today’s Reader
Whether you are a skeptic, a seeker, or a
committed  believer,  Case  For  Christ
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Lee  Strobel  offers  a  model  for
thoughtful  engagement with faith. In a
world  where  many  people  dismiss
re l ig ion  as  i r rat ional ,  the  book
demonstrates that faith can coexist with
rigorous  intellectual  inquiry.  For
Christians,  it  provides  a  tool  kit  for
defending their  beliefs  with gentleness
and  respect,  as  instructed  in  1  Peter
3:15.  For  skeptics,  it  invites  an  open-
minded examination of the facts without
requiring a leap into the dark. Strobel’s
personal story is also compelling: a man
who  set  out  to  disprove  Christianity
ended  up  becoming  one  of  its  most
prominent advocates. That journey gives
the  book  an  authenticity  that  mere
academic tracts lack.

Conclusion: A
Case Worth
Examining
In summary, The Case for Christ by Lee
Strobel  stands  as  a  landmark  work  in
Christian  apologetics.  Its  logical
structure, reliance on expert testimony,
and transparent  handling of  objections
make it a valuable resource for anyone
interested  in  the  historical  Jesus.  The
keyword Case For Christ Lee Strobel
encapsulates  a  body  of  work  that
continues to challenge assumptions and
inspire honest seekers. While no single
book  can  answer  every  question,
Strobel’s  investigation  provides  a  solid
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foundation for those willing to examine
the  evidence.  Whether  you  ultimately
accept or reject his conclusions, reading
this  book is  a journey worth taking —

one  that  may  change  how  you  think
about  faith,  reason,  and  the  figure  of
Jesus of Nazareth. The case is presented;
the verdict is yours.


