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HOW TO DRAW
SQUIRREL STEP BY
STEP: A COMPLETE
GUIDE FOR
BEGINNERS

Drawing animals can
be one of the most
rewarding experiences
for any artist, whether
you are just starting
out or looking to refine
your skills. Among the
many charming
creatures you can
sketch, the squirrel
stands out as a
particularly delightful
subject. With its bushy
tail, alert posture, and

playful nature, learning
how to draw squirrel
step by step is a
wonderful way to
practice capturing
movement and
texture. This guide will
walk you through every
stage of the process,
from basic shapes to
final details, ensuring
you feel confident and
inspired along the way.

Before you begin,
gather a few simple
tools: a pencil, an
eraser, a sharpener,
and some paper. You
do not need expensive
art supplies to create a
beautiful drawing. The
key is patience and a
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willingness to observe
the subtle curves and
proportions that make
a squirrel look lively
and realistic. By the
end of this article, you
will have a clear
method for drawing a
squirrel that you can
adapt and build upon
for future projects.

Understa
nding the
Basic
Anatomy
of a
Squirrel

To draw a squirrel
convincingly, it helps
to understand its basic
structure. Squirrels
have a compact body,
a rounded head, large

eyes, and a famously
fluffy tail that often
curves over their back.
Their ears are small
and rounded, and their
paws are delicate yet
strong for gripping nuts
and branches. When
you learn how to draw
squirrel step by step,
you start by breaking
the animal down into
simple geometric
shapes. This approach
makes the task less
intimidating and more
manageable.

Think of the head as an
oval, the body as a
slightly larger oval or
bean shape, and the
tail as a sweeping
curve that widens
toward the tip. The
legs are made up of
cylinders and circles
for joints. By
visualizing these forms,
you create a solid
foundation that guides
the entire drawing.
Remember, you are
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not aiming for
perfection at this
stage; you are building
a framework that will
support all the details
to come.

Step 1:
Sketching
the Basic
Shapes

Begin by lightly
drawing a circle for the
head. Position it
slightly to the left or
right of your page
center, depending on
which direction you
want the squirrel to
face. Next, draw a
larger oval shape
below and slightly
overlapping the head;
this represents the
body. The body should
be angled slightly to
suggest a sitting or

perching posture.

Now, add a long,
curved shape for the
tail. Start it near the
lower back of the body
and let it sweep
upward and over,
ending in a rounded
tip. The tail is one of
the most expressive
parts of a squirrel, so
do not be afraid to give
it a graceful curve.
Finally, sketch small
circles for the joints of
the legs and simple
lines for the arms and
paws. At this point,
your drawing may look
like a collection of
disconnected shapes,
but that is perfectly
fine. You are laying the
groundwork for a
successful illustration.

* Head: A circle or
slightly flattened
oval.

e Body: A larger
oval, tilted to
match posture.



e Tail: A long,
sweeping curve
with a wider end.

* Legs and arms:
Simple lines and
small circles for
joints.

Step 2:
Refining
the
Outline of
the Head
and Body

With your basic shapes
in place, it is time to
connect them and form
a smoother outline.
Start from the head
and gradually draw a
continuous line that
flows into the neck and
down the back. Pay
attention to the natural

curve of the spine.
Squirrels have a gentle
arch to their back,
especially when sitting
up. Continue the line
around the belly and
back to the tail area.

Refine the head shape
by adding a slight point
for the snout. Squirrels
have a small, rounded
nose at the tip of their
face. Draw two small,
rounded ears on top of
the head. They should
be positioned slightly
behind the eyes, so
keep them small and
neat. At this stage, you
can also begin defining
the jawline. The face
should look alert and
curious, which s
typical for these
energetic animals.

Step 3:
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Adding

the Eyes,
Nose, and

Ears

The face is where your
squirrel will start to
show personality.
Begin by drawing a
large, round eye on the
side of the head.
Squirrels have
prominent eyes that
are set somewhat
forward, giving them
good depth perception.
Leave a small white
circle within the eye to
represent the
reflection, which adds
life and sparkle. Shade
the rest of the eye
lightly, keeping it dark
but not completely
black.

Next, add a tiny oval or
triangle for the nose at

the tip of the snout.
Just below the nose,
draw a small curved
line for the mouth.
Squirrels often have a
slight smile-like
expression, especially
when they are holding
a nut. For the ears,
draw two small curves
that sit neatly on top of
the head. You can add
a bit of inner ear detail
with a smaller curved
line inside each ear.
These small features
make a big difference
in how recognizable
your squirrel will be.

Step 4:
Outlining
the
Legendar



y Tall

The tail is arguably the
most distinctive
feature of any squirrel.
It should be bushy, full,
and dynamic. Using
your initial curved
shape as a guide, draw
a series of soft, wavy
lines along the outer
edge of the tail to
suggest fur. Do not
make the outline too
smooth; a slightly
uneven edge gives the
tail a fluffy texture. The
tail should be wider in
the middle and taper
gently at the tip.

Pay attention to how
the tail relates to the
body. It often curves
over the back,
sometimes touching
the head or extending
beyond it. The tail
helps the squirrel
balance and
communicate, so
giving it a lively curve

adds energy to your
drawing. You can also
add a few internal lines
to indicate layers of
fur, but keep them
light and sparse to
avoid overworking the
area.

Step 5:
Drawing
the Legs
and Paws

Squirrels have four
legs, with the front legs
being slightly shorter
and more delicate than
the hind legs. The hind
legs are powerful and
muscular, built for
jumping and climbing.
Start by drawing the
front legs. They should
extend forward from
the chest area, ending
in small paws with tiny
toes. You can draw two
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or three small lines at
the end of each paw to
represent claws.

The hind legs are bent
when the squirrel is
sitting. Draw the upper
thigh as a rounded
shape, then the lower
leg extending down to
the foot. The foot is
long and flat, with
distinct toes. Make
sure the hind legs look
solid and capable of
supporting the body. If
your squirrel is holding
a nut, draw the front
paws curving around it.
This adds a charming
narrative element to
your artwork.

Step 6:
Adding
Fur

Texture
and
Detalls

Now that the basic
structure is complete,
it is time to bring your
squirrel to life with
texture. Use short,
light pencil strokes to
indicate fur along the
back, belly, and tail.
The direction of your
strokes should follow
the natural flow of the
fur. For example, on
the back, strokes might
angle downward; on
the tail, they can curve
outward to enhance
the bushy appearance.

Do not try to cover the
entire body with fur
lines. Instead, focus on
key areas: the edges of
the tail, the back of the
neck, and the belly.
Too many lines can



make the drawing look
messy. A few well-
placed strokes will
suggest texture
without overwhelming
the viewer. You can
also add a subtle
shading under the belly
and around the legs to
create depth and
dimension.

Step 7:
Shading
for Depth
and
Realism

Shading transforms a
flat drawing into a
three-dimensional
image. Decide on a
light source, for
example, from the top
left. Using the side of
your pencil, gently
shade the areas that

would naturally be in
shadow: under the
chin, beneath the tail,
behind the legs, and
along the bottom of
the body. Keep the
shading light at first;
you can always darken
it later.

Use a blending tool like
a paper stump or even
your finger to smooth
the shading for a softer
look. Be careful not to
smudge the clean
areas of the drawing.
The goal is to create a
gentle gradient that
gives the squirrel
volume and weight.
The tail, in particular,
benefits from shading
because its fluffiness
becomes more
apparent when light
and shadow play
across its surface.
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Step 8:

Fine-
Tuning
and Final

Detalls

Take a step back and
look at your drawing
from a distance. This
helps you see any
proportions that might
feel off. Adjust the size
of the head, the curve
of the tail, or the
position of the legs if
needed. Add a few
whiskers on the face
using thin, light lines.
You can also refine the
paws and toes,
ensuring they look
natural and not too
blocky.

If you want to add a
background element,
consider drawing a

simple tree branch or a
pile of leaves. This
places your squirrel in
a natural setting and
can make the
composition more
interesting. However,
the focus should
remain on the squirrel
itself. A clean, well-
drawn subject is often
more striking than a
cluttered scene.

Common
Mistakes
to Avoid
When
Drawing
a Squirrel

Even experienced
artists can fall into
certain traps when
drawing animals. One



common error is
making the tail too
small or too uniform.
Remember, the tail
should be large and
expressive. Another
mistake is positioning
the eyes too high or
too far apart, which
can make the face look
unnatural. Study
reference images to
understand the correct
placement.

Beginners sometimes
press too hard with
their pencil, making it
difficult to erase guide
lines later. Always
sketch  lightly  first.
Additionally, avoid
making the fur texture
too uniform. Fur varies
in length and direction
across the body, so
vary your strokes for a
more organic look.
Patience and
observation are your
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Tips for
Practicing
and
Improvin
g Your
Squirrel
Drawings

The best way to
improve is to draw
squirrels regularly.
Spend a few minutes
each day sketching

from life or from
photographs. Try
different  poses: a
squirrel eating,
running, or sitting
upright. Each pose

teaches you something
new about the animal's

best tools for

overcoming these anatomy and
challenges. movement. Over time,
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you will develop a
mental library of
shapes and forms that
make drawing faster
and more intuitive.

Experiment with
different styles as well.
While this guide
focuses on a realistic
approach, you can also
try a cartoon or
stylized version. The
same basic principles
apply, but you have
more freedom to
exaggerate features
like the eyes or tail.
This is a great way to
keep your practice fun
and creative.

Consider keeping a
sketchbook dedicated
to animal drawings.
Document your
progress, and do not
be afraid to make
mistakes. Every
imperfect drawing is a
step toward mastery.
Share your work with
friends or online
communities for
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feedback. Constructive
criticism can help you
see blind spots and
improve more quickly.

Frequentl
y Asked
Questions
About
Drawing
Squirrels

What is the hardest
part of drawing a
squirrel?

Many artists find the
tail the most
challenging because it
requires capturing both
volume and texture.
Taking it slowly and
using layered strokes
can help.

Do | need to use
references?



Yes, especially when
you are learning.
Reference images help
you understand
proportions, fur
patterns, and typical
poses. They are a
valuable learning tool.

How can | make my
squirrel drawing
look more lively?
Focus on the eyes and
the posture. A bright
highlight in the eye
and a dynamic curve in
the tail can add a lot of
energy to your
drawing.

Can | draw a squirrel
with colored
pencils?

Absolutely. The steps
are the same, but you
can add color to
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Creative
ldeas for
Your

Squirrel
Drawing

Once you feel
comfortable with the
basic steps, try

incorporating your
squirrel into a larger
scene. Draw it perched
on a tree branch with
leaves surrounding it,
or sitting on a mossy
rock. You could even
create a series of
drawings showing a
squirrel gathering
acorns throughout the
seasons. This not only
improves your skills
but also builds a
portfolio of cohesive
artwork.

Another idea is to draw

enhance realism.
Browns, grays, and
warm ochres are
common squirrel
colors.
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a squirrel in a playful
pose, such as hanging
upside down or leaping
between branches.
These dynamic poses
require a good
understanding of
anatomy and
movement, but they
are incredibly
rewarding to capture.
Use vyour initial
sketches as a warm-
up, then go for the
more complex pose
once you feel ready.

Conclusio
N
Mastering
How To
Draw
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Squirrel
Step By
Step

Learning how to draw
squirrel step by step is
a journey that
combines observation,
patience, and practice.
By breaking the
process into
manageable stages,
you can create a
drawing that captures
the charm and vitality
of these beloved
animals. From the
initial geometric
shapes to the final
shading and fur details,
each step builds on the
last, gquiding you
toward a finished piece
you can be proud of.

Remember, every
artist develops at their
own pace. Do not
compare your first
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attempts to someone progress and enjoy the

else’s polished work. process. With

Instead, celebrate your consistent effort, you
will soon be able
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