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INTRODUCTION TO
THE ORLEY WOOD
BURNING STOVE

There  is  something
deeply  reassur ing
about the warmth of a
real  fire.  It  transforms
a house into  a  home,
offering  not  just  heat
but  a  focal  point  for
f a m i l y  l i f e ,
conversation, and quiet
evenings.  For  those
seeking  to  combine
this  timeless  appeal
with  modern  efficiency
and thoughtful design,
t h e  O r l e y  W o o d
Burning  Stove  has
become  a  compelling
choice.  This  stove

represents  a  careful
ba lance  be tween
traditional  aesthetics
and  contemporary
heating technology.  In
a market crowded with
opt ions,  the  Orley
s tands  ou t  fo r  i t s
robust  build  quality,
i m p r e s s i v e  h e a t
o u t p u t ,  a n d  t h e
character  it  brings  to
any room.  This  article
will explore every facet
of  this  stove,  from its
cons t ruc t i on  and
efficiency  to
i n s t a l l a t i o n
considerations  and
r e a l - w o r l d
performance.  Whether
you  are  replacing  an
old open fire or fitting a
stove for the first time,
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understanding  what
the  Orley  offers  is  the
first  step  toward
making  a  wise,  long-
term investment.

KEY FEATURES
AND DESIGN
PHILOSOPHY

T h e  O r l e y  W o o d
Burning  Stove  is  not
mere l y  a  hea t i ng
appliance; it is a piece
of furniture designed to
complement  a  variety
of  interior  styles.  Its
design  phi losophy
centers  on  simplicity
and durability, avoiding
unnecessary  frills  in
favor  of  features  that
genuinely enhance the
user  experience.  The
stove typically features
a classic, often slightly
rounded,  profile  with  a
la rge ,  panoramic
window  that  provides
an  unobstructed  view
of  the  flames.  This
large  viewing  area  is
one of its most praised

attributes, allowing you
to  enjoy  the  fire  from
almost any angle in the
room.  The  body  is
const ructed  f rom
heavy-gauge  steel,
ensuring  long-lasting
per fo rmance  and
e x c e l l e n t  h e a t
retention. Many models
also incorporate a cast
iron door and top plate,
a d d i n g  t o  t h e
traditional  feel  and
providing  a  robust
cooking  surface  i f
required.  The  overall
aesthetic  is  one  of
understated  elegance,
making  it  suitable  for
both  period  properties
and modern open-plan
living spaces.

Build
Quality
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and
Materials
When  investing  in  a
wood  burning  stove,
the quality of materials
d i r e c t l y  i m p a c t s
l o n g e v i t y  a n d
performance.  The
Orley stove is built to a
high  standard,  using
thick steel for the main
body and cast iron for
critical  components
like the door and grate.
This combination offers
t h e  b e s t  o f  b o t h
wor lds :  the  rap id
heating  capability  of
steel  and the durable,
h e a t - r e t a i n i n g
properties of cast iron.
The firebox is designed
with  internal  baffles
that  not  only  improve
combustion  efficiency
but  also  protect  the
rear  and  top  of  the
stove  from  the  most
intense heat. The door

m e c h a n i s m  i s
precision-engineered
for a tight seal,  which
i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
controlling  the  burn
rate  and  preventing
smoke leakage into the
room.  This  meticulous
a t t e n t i o n  t o
construction  details
means  the  Orley  is
built to withstand years
of regular use, making
it a stove you can rely
o n  t h r o u g h  m a n y
winter  seasons.

Airwash
System
for a
Clean
View
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
frustrating  aspects  of
owning a wood burning
stove  is  the  constant
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battle  against  soot
bui ld ing  up  on  the
glass  door.  The  Orley
addresses this with an
effective  airwash
system.  This  system
works by drawing pre-
heated  air  across  the
inside  of  the  glass,
creating a curtain of air
that helps to keep the
glass clear by burning
off  any  particles  that
would  otherwise  stick.
T h e  r e s u l t  i s  a
consistently  clean
window that provides a
beautiful, unobstructed
view  of  the  fire.  This
f e a t u r e  n o t  o n l y
enhances  the  visual
enjoyment of the stove
but  also  reduces  the
a m o u n t  o f
maintenance  required.
You  will  find  yourself
cleaning  the  glass  far
l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y ,
allowing you to simply
enjoy  the  flames
without  the  chore  of
scrubbing.

PERFORMANCE
AND HEATING
EFFICIENCY

Beyond its good looks,
t h e  O r l e y  W o o d
Burning  Stove  is  a
highly  efficient  heating
machine. Modern wood
burning  stoves  are
s u b j e c t  t o  s t r i c t
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
regulations,  and  the
O r l e y  m e e t s  o r
e x c e e d s  t h e s e
s t a n d a r d s .  I t s
efficiency  rating  is
typically  very  high,
often  exceeding  80%.
Th is  means  that  a
m u c h  g r e a t e r
p ropor t i on  o f  the
w o o d ' s  e n e r g y  i s
converted  into  usable
heat  for  your  home,
rather  than being lost
up  the  chimney.  This
has a direct impact on
your fuel  bills,  as you
will  need to burn less
wood  to  achieve  the
same level of warmth.
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The stove is  designed
to  produce  a  clean
burn,  which  reduces
e m i s s i o n s  a n d
minimizes the build-up
of  creosote  in  the  flue,
making it  a  safer  and
more  environmentally
responsible  choice
compared to older, less
efficient models.

Heat
Output
and
Room
Size
Choosing the right size
stove for your room is
crucial.  The  Orley  is
available  in  several
o u t p u t  v a r i a n t s ,
typically  ranging  from
around 4kW to 8kW or
more.  A  4kW  to  5kW
model  is  perfect ly

adequate  for  a  well-
insulated living room or
dining room of average
size, up to about 40-60
square meters. A larger
stove,  in  the  7kW  to
8kW  range,  is  better
suited for larger open-
plan  spaces,  older
homes  with  higher
ceilings, or rooms that
a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y
d r a u g h t y .  I t  i s  a
common  mistake  to
overs i ze  a  s tove ,
l e a d i n g  t o  a n
uncomfortably  hot
room and the tendency
to run the stove at  a
low,  inefficient  setting.
The  Orley  range  offers
enough  flexibility  to
find  a  model  that
matches  your  specific
heating  requirements,
ensuring  you  can  run
t h e  s t o v e  a t  i t s
optimum  output  for
maximum comfort and
efficiency.
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Control of
the Burn
Effective  control  of  the
combustion  process  is
essent ia l  for  both
efficiency  and  comfort.
The  Orley  features
s imp le ,  i n tu i t i ve
cont ro l s ,  usua l l y
consisting of a primary
ai r  contro l  and  an
airwash  control.  The
primary  air  control
regulates  the  amount
of  air  entering  the
firebox  from  below  the
grate,  which  directly
affects  the  intensity  of
the  fire.  The  airwash
control  manages  the
air  directed  over  the
glass.  By  learning  to
use  these  controls  in
combination,  you  can
achieve  a  long,  slow
burn  overnight  or  a
quick,  hot  fire  to  take
the  chill  off  a  room.
This  level  of  control

gives you the flexibility
to  manage  the  stove
accord ing  to  your
schedule and the heat
d e m a n d s  o f  y o u r
home, whether you are
in  for  the  evening  or
heading to  bed.  Many
users  find  the
responsive  nature  of
the controls makes the
Orley  a  pleasure  to
operate,  as  it  reacts
quickly to adjustments.

INSTALLATION
CONSIDERATIONS
FOR THE ORLEY
STOVE

I ns ta l l i ng  a  wood
burning  stove  is  a
significant  undertaking
that  must  be  carried
out  by  a  qualified
profess iona l .  The
Orley, like all solid fuel
appliances,  requires
careful  planning  to
e n s u r e  s a f e  a n d
compliant  operation.
The  first  consideration
is  the  hearth .  The
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stove  must  be  placed
on  a  non-combustible
hearth  that  meets
building regulations for
size and thickness. The
position of the stove in
relation  to  walls  and
furniture is also critical.
Minimum  distances  to
combustible  materials
will  be  specified  in  the
m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s
manual,  and  these
m u s t  b e  s t r i c t l y
adhered  to.  The  flue
system  is  the  most
important  part  of  the
installation.  You  will
t y p i c a l l y  n e e d  a
1 5 0 m m  ( 6 - i n c h )
diameter flue liner that
runs  from  the  stove's
flue collar to the top of
the chimney. The liner
must be insulated if it
is  external  or  runs
through  cold  areas  of
the  house,  to  prevent
condensat ion  and
ensure a good draft. A
registered installer will
be able to assess your

c h i m n e y  a n d
recommend the correct
liner  and  termination
arrangement. It is also
worth  noting  that  you
must inform your local
b u i l d i n g  c o n t r o l
department  about  the
installation,  or  use  a
registered installer who
can  self-certify  the
work.

Flue
Requirem
ents and
Draft
A good  chimney  draft
is  essential  for  the
O r l e y  t o  p e r f o r m
correctly.  The  draft
pulls air into the stove
for  combustion  and
carries  smoke  up  and
out of  the house.  The
flue  must  be  of  the
correct height (usually
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a  m in imum  o f  4 .5
meters from the stove
t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e
chimney) and diameter
(150mm)  to  generate
sufficient  draft.  If  the
draft  is  too weak,  the
stove may smoke into
t h e  r o o m  o r  b u r n
poor ly .  I f  i t  i s  too
strong, the stove may
over-fire  or  burn  fuel
too quickly. An installer
will  measure the draft
a n d  c a n  m a k e
adjustments,  such  as
fitting  a  draught
stabiliser, if necessary.
The  condition  of  the
c h i m n e y  i s  a l s o
important. It should be
lined  with  a  suitable
flue  liner  and  be  in
good repair,  free from
blockages  and  leaks.
Investing  in  a  proper
installation  is  just  as
important as investing
in the stove itself, as it
is  the  foundation  of
safe,  efficient,  and
trouble-free  operation.

Clearance
s and
Safety
Safety  is  paramount
when  installing  any
h e a t - p r o d u c i n g
appliance.  The  Orley
s t o v e  g e n e r a t e s
significant  radiant
heat, and clearances to
combustible  materials
must  be  maintained.
This  includes  walls,
flooring,  furniture,  and
even your mantelpiece
or  beam  above  the
s t o v e .  T h e
manufacturer's manual
provides  specific
d i s t a n c e s ,  b u t  a
general rule for a stove
like the Orley is that it
should  be  at  least
150mm from the  rear
wall  and 350mm from
side  wal ls,  though
these  distances  can
sometimes be reduced
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with  the  use  of  heat
shields.  The  hearth
must  extend  at  least
300mm in front of the
stove  and  150mm  to
the  sides.  A  fireguard
may also be required if
t h e r e  a r e  y o u n g
children  or  elderly
people in the house. A
properly  instal led
s m o k e  a l a r m  a n d
carbon  monox ide
detector are absolutely
essential  in  any  room
with  a  wood  burning
stove.  These  small
measures  provide
critical  protection  and
give you peace of mind
every time you light a
fire.

FUEL CHOICES AND
BURNING BEST
PRACTICES

The  performance  of
y o u r  O r l e y  W o o d
B u r n i n g  S t o v e  i s
heavily  dependent  on
t h e  f u e l  y o u  u s e .
Burning the right wood

makes  a  dramat ic
difference  to  heat
output,  cleanliness,
and  the  longevity  of
the stove and flue. The
b e s t  f u e l  f o r  a n y
modern wood stove is
d r y ,  s e a s o n e d
h a r d w o o d .  W o o d
should  be  split  and
stored  in  a  dry,  airy
place for at least 12 to
18  months  before
burning.  The  moisture
content  should  be
below  20%.  You  can
buy a simple moisture
meter  to  check  this.
Burning  wet  or  green
wood  is  extremely
inefficient.  It  produces
far  less  heat,  creates
excessive  smoke  and
creosote,  and  can
damage the stove and
chimney  over  time.
You  shou ld  avo id
burning  treated  wood,
painted  wood,  or  any
form  of  particleboard,
as  these  can  release
toxic  fumes.  Some



10

10 Orley Wood Burning Stove 2022-09-03

users  also  choose  to
burn smokeless coal or
briquettes  in  their
Orley, but it  is always
bes t  to  check  the
m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s
guidance to ensure the
stove  is  suitable  for
multi-fuel  use.  Many
Orley  models  come
with a multi-fuel grate,
allowing  you  to  burn
either  wood  or  solid
fuel,  offering additional
flexibility.

Lighting
and
Maintaini
ng the
Fire
Mastering  the  art  of
l i g h t i n g  a n d
maintaining  a  fire  in
the Orley will enhance
your  experience  and

efficiency.  The  best
method  is  the  top-
down method. Place a
few small  logs  at  the
bottom  of  the  firebox,
then  add  a  layer  of
kindling,  and  finally  a
couple  of  firelighters
on the very top. Light
the  firelighters  and
open  the  air  controls
ful ly.  This  method
allows  the  fire  to  burn
downwards,  which  is
c leaner  and  more
effective  than  the
traditional  bottom-up
approach. Once the fire
is established and the
flue  is  hot  (usually
a f t e r  a b o u t  1 5
minutes), you can add
larger  logs  and  begin
t o  r e d u c e  t h e  a i r
supply  to  control  the
burn rate. The aim is to
achieve a bright, clean
flame. If the flames are
lazy, smoky, or dark, it
indicates that you need
more  air  or  that  your
wood is too wet. With a
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little practice,  you will
learn  to  read  the  fire
and adjust the controls
to  maintain  a  steady,
efficient  burn  that  can
last  for  hours.

COMPARING THE
ORLEY TO OTHER
STOVES

I n  a  c o m p e t i t i v e
market, it is helpful to
understand  how  the
Orley  Wood  Burning
Stove  compares  to
other  popular  brands
and models. The Orley
is often seen as a mid-
to-high-end  option,
offering  premium
features  at  a  price
point  that  is  more
accessible  than  some
luxury  Scandinavian
brands.  Compared  to
budget  models,  the
Orley  typically  offers
better  build  quality,  a
more  effective  airwash
system,  and  higher
efficiency  ratings.  The
materials  are  thicker,

and  the  finish  is  more
durable.  The  large
viewing window is also
a  differentiator,  as
many  stoves  in  i ts
p r i ce  r ange  have
smaller  or  less  well-
designed  windows.
When  compared  to
other  we l l -known
stoves, the Orley holds
its own in terms of heat
o u t p u t  a n d
controllability.  It  may
not  have  the  same
brand  recognition  as
some older names, but
its  performance  and
reliability  have earned
it  a  loyal  fol lowing
among  users .  The
warranty offered by the
manufacturer is also a
strong  indication  of
their  confidence  in  the
product,  and  potential
buyers should compare
this  carefully  when
making  their  decision.

MAINTENANCE
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AND LONG-TERM
CARE

With proper care, your
Orley  Wood  Burning
Stove  wi l l  provide
excellent  service  for
many  years.  Regular
m a i n t e n a n c e  i s
straightforward  and
can  be  done  by  the
o w n e r .  T h e  m o s t
important  task  is  to
empty  the  ash  pan
regularly. A build-up of
ash  can  restrict  airflow
and  reduce  efficiency.
You should also inspect
t h e  d o o r  s e a l s
periodically.  If  they
b e c o m e  w o r n  o r
compressed, they may
not  form a  tight  seal,
allowing  air  to  enter
the stove uncontrolled.
Replacing  a  rope  seal
is  a  simple  job.  The
glass  can  be  cleaned
with a specialist stove
glass  c leaner  or  a
damp cloth and a little
ash. The flue should be

swept at  least  once a
year,  and  preferably
twice if you burn a lot
of wood. A professional
chimney  sweep  will
r e m o v e  s o o t  a n d
creosote,  reducing the
risk  of  chimney  fires
and  ensuring  good
draft.  The  exterior  of
t h e  s t o v e  c a n  b e
cleaned  with  a  soft
brush or a damp cloth.
Avoid  us ing  harsh
chemicals  or  abrasive
cleaners.  By  following
t h e s e  s i m p l e
maintenance  steps,
you  can  keep  your
Orley looking great and
performing at  its  best
for decades.

CONCLUSION

T h e  O r l e y  W o o d
Burning  Stove  is  a
thoughtfully  designed,
w e l l - c o n s t r u c t e d
heating appliance that
brings  both  warmth
and  character  to  the
home.  I ts  b lend  of
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traditional styling, high
efficiency,  and  user-
friendly features makes
i t  a n  e x c e l l e n t
investment for anyone
looking to reduce their

reliance  on  central
heating while enjoying
the  unique  ambiance
of  a  real  fire.  From  its
robust


