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INTRODUCTION: A CAMPAIGN
FORGED IN AMBITION AND
BLOOD

The  First  World  War,  a  conflict  of
unimaginable  scale  and  suffering,
p r o d u c e d  f e w  c a m p a i g n s  a s
controversial,  tragic,  and  enduringly
mythologized as the Gallipoli Campaign.
When  we  speak  of  World  War  1  in
Gallipoli, we are not merely recalling a
military defeat. We are remembering a

crucible of national identity, a showcase
of  profound  human  endurance,  and  a
strategic  gamble  that  failed  in  its
objective  but  succeeded  in  creating  a
powerful  legacy.  The  campaign,  which
began in February 1915 and ended with
a complete Allied evacuation in January
1916,  was  intended  to  be  a  decisive
blow  against  the  Central  Powers.
Instead, it devolved into a grueling eight-
month  stalemate  fought  on  a  barren,
rugged peninsula, leaving a permanent
mark  on  the  nat ions  invo lved ,
particularly Australia, New Zealand, and
Turkey.

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 World War 1 In Gallipoli 2024-06-17

Understanding  World  War  1  in
Gallipoli  requires  looking  beyond  the
mi l i tary  st rategy  to  the  human
experience.  This  article  explores  the
intricate  planning,  the brutal  reality  of
trench  warfare  on  unforgiving  terrain,
the  key  protagonists,  and  the  lasting
historical significance of a campaign that
continues to resonate a century later.

THE STRATEGIC GAMBIT: WHY
GALLIPOLI?

By early 1915, the war on the Western
Front  had  ground  to  a  bloody  halt.
Trench warfare had created a stalemate
from the English Channel to the Swiss
border, with neither side able to achieve
a  decisive  breakthrough.  Seeking  an
alternative, the British War Council, led
by  the  dynamic  First  Lord  of  the

Admiralty, Winston Churchill, proposed a
bold plan: force a passage through the
D a r d a n e l l e s  S t r a i t ,  c a p t u r e
Constantinople  (modern-day  Istanbul),
and knock the Ottoman Empire out  of
the war.

The Ottoman
Empire: The
"Sick Man of
Europe"
The Ottoman Empire was seen by the
Allies  as  the  weakest  link  among  the
Central Powers. Entering the war in late
1914  on  the  side  of  Germany  and
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Austria-Hungary, it controlled the critical
sea routes between the Mediterranean
and  the  Black  Sea.  A  successful
campaign  in  the  Dardanelles  would
achieve  several  strategic  goals
simultaneously. It  would open a warm-
water  supply  route  to  Russia,  relieve
pressure  on  the  Eastern  Front ,
potentially  convince  neutral  Balkan
states like Greece and Bulgaria to join
the Allied cause,  and secure the Suez
Canal from a Turkish threat.

A Naval Failure
Precedes the

Land Invasion
The initial plan for what became World
War 1 in Gallipoli was purely naval. In
February and March 1915, a formidable
fleet  of  British  and  French  warships
attempted  to  force  the  Dardanelles
Strait.  However,  the  approach  was
fraught  with danger.  The narrow strait
was  heavily  mined,  and  well-placed
Ottoman shore batteries, equipped with
German-supplied  guns,  inflicted  severe
damage.  On March 18,  1915,  a  major
naval  assault  ended in  disaster.  Three
battleships were sunk and several more
were  crippled,  convincing  the  Allied
command that  a  purely  naval  solution
was impossible. The decision was made:
ground troops would have to seize the
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peninsula to neutralize the defenses and
allow the fleet to pass.

THE LANDINGS: DAWN OF A
NIGHTMARE

The  amphibious  landings  on  April  25,
1915, are the most iconic and intensely
remembered events of World War 1 in
Gallipoli.  The plan was audacious but
deeply  flawed.  Troops  from  the  British
29th  Divis ion,  the  French  Corps
Expéditionnaire  d'Orient,  and  the
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps
(ANZAC) were to land at multiple points
along the western coast of the Gallipoli
Peninsula.

ANZAC Cove: A
Landing Gone
Wrong
The  most  famous  landing  occurred  at
what  became  known  as  ANZAC  Cove.
The Australian and New Zealand troops
were to land on a broad beach south of
the  cove,  but  navigation  errors  and
strong  currents  brought  them  ashore
about  a  mile  north  of  their  intended
target. Instead of a gentle slope leading
to open ground, they were confronted by
steep,  scrub-covered  cliffs  and  deep
ravines.  This  ground,  now  forever
hallowed in Australian and New Zealand
memory,  became  a  death  trap.  The
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soldiers, many of them volunteers who
had enlisted for adventure, were pinned
down by fierce Ottoman fire. Leadership
on the ground was chaotic. The ANZACs
managed  to  establish  a  precarious
foothold, but the element of surprise was
lost.

Heroism and
Disaster at Cape
Helles
To  the  south,  the  British  and  French
landings  at  Cape  Helles  were  equally
bloody. At V Beach, the landing troops
were  meant  to  be  landed  from  a
converted  collier,  the  SS  River  Clyde,

which  was  beached to  act  as  a  troop
debarkation  point.  The  plan  was
disastrous.  Ottoman  machine  gunners
and  riflemen  had  a  clear  field  of  fire,
cutting  down hundreds  of  men  before
they even reached the shore. Stories of
self-sacrifice  and  extraordinary  courage
emerged  from  this  carnage,  but  the
tactical  fai lure  was  immense.  By
nightfall, the Allies had a precarious hold
on  the  peninsula's  tip,  but  they  were
nowhere  near  their  objectives—the
critical heights of Achi Baba and the Kilid
Bahr Plateau.

TRENCH WARFARE ON A FOREIGN
SHORE

Very quickly, the campaign of maneuver
stalled. By late April and early May, both
sides were digging in. World War 1 in
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Gallipoli  became  a  brutal  static  war
characterized by close-quarters combat,
sniper  duels,  and  horrific  living
conditions.  The  terrain  was  entirely
different  from  the  mud-soaked  fields  of
Flanders.  Here,  the ground was rocky,
the  summers  were  scorching,  and  the
water supply was scarce.

The Geography
of Suffering
The geography of the peninsula was a
defining  factor  of  the  campaign.  The
steep, gullied terrain made supply lines
incredibly  difficult.  Movement  was  often
possible  only  under  the  cover  of
darkness. The constant dust and lack of
sanitation  led  to  rampant  disease.

Dysentery,  typhoid,  and  enteric  fever
incapacitated  far  more  soldiers  than
enemy bullets.  The  infamous  "Gallipoli
stench"—a combination of decomposing
bodies,  open  latrines,  and  the  sickly-
sweet  smell  of  death—became  a
permanent feature of life in the line. This
was a war fought not just  against  the
Ottoman defenders, but against the very
environment itself.

The Opponents:
Mustafa Kemal
and the Turkish
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Soldier
No  discussion  of  World  War  1  in
Gal l ipol i  i s  comple te  w i thout
understanding  the  man  who  would
eventually  become  the  founder  of
modern  Turkey:  Lieutenant  Colonel
Mustafa Kemal (later Atatürk). It was his
inspired  leadership  and  iron  will  that
arguably saved the day for the Ottoman
forces.  On  April  25,  Kemal  personally
ordered the 57th Infantry Regiment to
advance, telling them, "I am not ordering
you to attack, I am ordering you to die."
They did die, but their sacrifice held the
line  against  the  ANZAC  advance  at
Chunuk Bair. Throughout the campaign,
Kemal  displayed  tactical  brilliance,
resilience, and an uncanny ability to rally

his troops. The ordinary Turkish soldier,
often  poorly  equipped  but  fiercely
defending his homeland, proved to be a
formidable and tenacious adversary.

KEY OFFENSIVES AND TURNING
POINTS

Throughout  the  summer  of  1915,  a
series of major offensives were launched
by both sides, each designed to break
the  deadlock.  These  battles  inflicted
massive  casualties  on  both  sides  with
little territorial gain.

The Second
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Battle of Krithia
(May 1915)
At  Cape  Helles,  the  Allies  launched
multiple attempts to capture the village
of Krithia and the Achi Baba ridge. The
Second Battle of Krithia was perhaps the
bloodiest single day for the British 29th
Division.  The  attacks  were  poorly
coordinated  and  lacked  adequate
artillery support. The Ottoman defenses,
which had weeks to dig in, were virtually
impenetrable.  The  battle  was  a  horrific
lesson in the difficulties of frontal assault
against  prepared  positions—a  lesson
already  learned  on  the  Western  Front
but seemingly forgotten at Gallipoli.

The August
Offensive: A
Desperate
Gamble
By  August,  the  Allied  commander,
General Sir Ian Hamilton, decided on a
new strategy. A fresh assault would be
launched from a new landing at  Suvla
Bay, north of ANZAC Cove. The plan was
for  the  ANZACs  to  break  out  of  their
cramped perimeter and capture the high
ground of the Sari Bair range, while the
newly  arrived  British  troops  at  Suvla
would  then  advance  and  link  up.  The
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fighting was ferocious.
The capture of Lone Pine on August 6
was  an  Australian  triumph,  a  brutal
underground battle fought with bayonets
and  grenades  in  a  maze  of  Turkish
trenches.  The  attack  on  the  Nek  on
August 7 was a disaster. Light horsemen,
many  of  them  from  the  same  small
towns  in  Australia,  were  ordered  to
charge across a narrow ridge into a hail
of  machine-gun fire.  The timing was off,
the supporting artillery was absent, and
the attack was a futile  slaughter.  This
event  was  immortalized  in  the  film
Gallipoli.
At Chunuk Bair, New Zealand troops had
a  moment  of  triumph,  reaching  the
summit of the ridge on August 8. It was
the  closest  the  Allies  ever  came to  a
breakthrough.  However,  they were not

reinforced in  time,  and Mustafa Kemal
led a ferocious counter-attack that drove
them  off  the  heights.  The  August
Offensive  failed,  and  the  strategic
situation for the Allies was now bleaker
than ever.

THE EVACUATION: A
MASTERCLASS IN WITHDRAWAL

By the autumn of 1915, the political and
military  will  to  continue  the  campaign
was  evaporating.  Casualties  were
mounting, the weather was turning, and
the  Bulgarians  had  joined  the  Central
Powers, opening a direct land route for
German  supplies  to  reach  Turkey.
General  Hamilton  was  replaced  by
General  S ir  Char les  Monro,  who
immediately  recommended  evacuation.
The initial reaction in London was shock,
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but the argument was undeniable:  the
position was untenable.
The evacuation of the Gallipoli Peninsula
is considered one of the most brilliantly
executed operations of the entire war. It
was  a  massive  deception  campaign.
Troops were withdrawn in stages,  with
the last men leaving on January 9, 1916.
The soldiers maintained a normal routine
of  firing  and  cooking  fires  to  convince
the  Ottomans  that  the  lines  were  still
fully manned. The use of self-firing rifles
r igged  to  water  dr ips  became  a
legendary  trick  of  the  campaign.  The
entire force of nearly 100,000 men was
evacuated  with  minimal  casualties—a
stark contrast to the bloody landings. It
was a bitter irony that the Allies' most
successful  operation  at  Gallipoli  was
their  retreat.

THE HUMAN COST AND LASTING
LEGACY

The  statistics  of  World  War  1  in
Gallipoli  are  sobering.  The  Allies
suffered  over  250,000  casualties,
including more than 46,000 deaths. The
Ottoman  Empire ,  defending  i ts
homeland, lost over 250,000 men, with
approximately  87,000  killed.  The
campaign had a profound impact on the
course  of  the  war.  It  permanently
damaged  the  career  of  Winston
Churchil l ,  who  resigned  from  the
government  and  went  to  command  a
battalion on the Western Front. For the
Ottoman Empire, the victory at Gallipoli
was  a  source  of  immense  pride  and
contributed to the rise of Mustafa Kemal.
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Birth of Nations:
Australia, New
Zealand, and
Turkey
For  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  the
Gallipoli campaign is often cited as the
moment  their  nations  "came  of  age."
The courage, mateship, and endurance
shown by the ANZAC soldiers in the face
o f  a p p a l l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d
mismanagement  by  Brit ish  high
command  became  a  foundational
national myth. ANZAC Day, April 25, is
the most solemn and important day of

commemoration in both countries. It  is
not a celebration of military victory, but
a day to remember the sacrifice and the
shared  identity  forged  on  that  rugged
peninsula.
For the modern Republic of Turkey, the
victory  at  Gallipoli  is  equally  significant.
It was the last great victory of the dying
Ottoman  Empire.  Mustafa  Kemal
emerged  from  the  campaign  as  a
national hero, which paved the way for
h im  to  lead  the  Turk i sh  War  o f
Independence  and  found  the  modern
secular state. The Battle of Çanakkale,
as it is known in Turkey, is a source of
deep national pride and a symbol of the
nation's resilience.
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The Gallipoli
Peninsula Today:

A Place of Peace

Today,  the  Gallipoli  Peninsula  is  a
peaceful,  beautiful,  and deeply moving
place. Numerous memorials, cemeteries,
and  battlefields  are  meticulously
maintained.  The


