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REDISCOVERING
THE MAGIC OF THE
SUMMERHOUSE: A
DEEP DIVE INTO
JUDE DEVERAUX'S
BELOVED NOVEL

For readers who love a
story  that  weaves
together  h i s to ry ,
romance,  and  the
enduring  power  of
female  friendship,  few
novels  capture  the
imagination  quite  like
J u d e  D e v e r a u x ' s
R e t u r n  T o
Summerhouse.  This
captivating  book,  the

s e c o n d  i n  t h e
Summerhouse  series,
has a unique ability to
transport  its  audience
t o  a  p l a c e  w h e r e
second  chances  are
not just a fantasy, but
a tangible reality. It is a
novel  that  resonates
deeply  with  anyone
w h o  h a s  e v e r
wondered  about  the
path not taken, making
it  a  perennial  favorite
for book clubs and solo
readers  al ike.  The
allure of  the narrative
l ies  not  just  in  i t s
magical premise, but in
t h e  a u t h e n t i c
emotional  journeys  of
its  characters,  which
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fee l  as  real  as  the
summer  sun.  As  we
explore  the  intricate
layers of this novel, we
wil l  uncover  why  it
remains  a  standout
work  in  Deveraux's
extensive  bibliography
and  a  must-read  for
f a n s  o f  w o m e n ' s
fiction.

THE CORE
PREMISE: A WISH,
A STONE, AND A
SECOND CHANCE

At the heart of Return
To Summerhouse is a
fascinating  concept:
what  if  you  could  go
back in time and fix the
m i s t a k e s  o f  y o u r
y o u t h ?  T h e  s t o r y
revolves  around  three
women  in  their  late
forties,  each  facing  a
profound  sense  of
dissatisfaction  with
their  present  lives.
They  a re  b rought
t o g e t h e r  b y  t h e
mysterious  Madame

Zoya,  who  gifts  them
with the opportunity to
revis i t  the  pivotal
summer  of  1972.  The
mechanism  for  this
time travel is a simple,
rough stone with a hole
in it—a "hag stone" or
"wishing  stone"  in
folklore—which,  when
looked through, allows
them to see their past
selves. The women are
given  the  chance  to
return  to  that  specific
summer, a period they
all agree was the point
at  which  their  lives
began  to  veer  off
course.  This  powerful
narrative device allows
Deveraux  to  explore
deep ,  ex i s tent ia l
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
agency, regret, and the
definition of  a life well-
lived.
The  novel  masterfully
balances  the  magical
elements  with  gritty
reality. The women do
not simply go back and
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ins tant ly  ach ieve
perfection.  They  must
navigate  the  same
c o m p l e x  s o c i a l
dynamics,  the  same
family  pressures,  and
the  same  insecurities
they  faced  the  first
t ime  a round .  The
strength of the story is
that  it  suggests  while
we cannot change the
fundamental  nature of
the people around us,
we  can  change  our
own  react ions  and
choices.  This  is  not  a
story about erasing the
past,  but  about  re-
encountering  it  with
the wisdom of age. For
this reason, Return To
Summerhouse  holds
a special  place in  the
hearts of  readers who
appreciate  nuanced,
character-driven  plots
over  simple  escapism.

MEET THE
HEROINES: THREE

WOMEN, THREE
PATHS

Olivia:
The
Peacema
ker
Regrettin
g a Life of
Quiet
Sacrifice
Olivia is  the character
many  readers  will  find
themselves  identifying
with  most  strongly.  In
her present day, she is
a  s u c c e s s f u l
businesswoman,  but
her  personal  life  is  a
barren landscape.  She
gave up the love of her
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l i fe ,  a  man  named
Hudson, to care for her
domineering  mother
and  to  fulfill  the
expectations  of  her
s m a l l  t o w n .  S h e
married a safe, reliable
man, but the marriage
has  been  devoid  of
passion  for  decades.
R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e
summer of 1972, Olivia
must  decide  whether
to confront her mother,
pursue Hudson, or take
a  completely  different
path. Her journey is a
poignant exploration of
the  cost  of  people-
p l e a s i n g  a n d  t h e
courage  required  to
c l a i m  o n e ' s  o w n
desires. The emotional
s t a k e s  a r e  h i g h
because Olivia's choice
in  the  past  will  ripple
forward,  potentially
erasing  the  children
s h e  l o v e s  i n  t h e
present.

Amy: The
Free
Spirit
Trapped
by
Conformit
y
Amy is  the  artist,  the
bohemian soul who, in
her  youth,  was full  of
fire  and  creative
ambition.  However,  a
devastating  betrayal
left  her  pregnant  and
a lone.  To  prov ide
stability  for  her  child,
she married a kind but
d u l l  m a n  a n d
suppressed her artistic
nature.  By her forties,
she feels like a ghost in
her own life, her spirit
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crushed by a suburban
e x i s t e n c e  t h a t
suffocates  her.
Returning  to  1972,
Amy must decide if she
can trust  her  instincts
again. Should she warn
her younger self about
the betrayal? Or should
she embrace the pain
of that summer as the
crucible that forged the
daughter  she  loves?
Her story is a powerful
testament  to  the idea
that creativity is not a
luxury but a necessity
for  the  soul,  and that
conformity  can  be  a
form of slow death.

Kathy:
The Rebel
Searching
for

Redempti
on
Kathy  i s  the  most
overtly  tragic  of  the
three. In her youth, she
was wild and reckless,
driven  by  a  need  to
escape  her  abusive
h o m e  l i f e .  T h i s
rebellion led to a series
of  poor  choices  that
cu lminated  in  her
being  framed  for  a
c r ime  she  d id  no t
commit. In the present,
she  is  living  a  quiet,
isolated  life,  haunted
by guilt and the loss of
her  reputation.  Her
chance  to  go  back  is
not  about  finding  a
new husband or career,
but  about  saving  her
younger  self  from  a
specific  act  of
desperation that led to
her  downfall.  Kathy’s
a r c  i s  t h e  m o s t
redemptive,  dealing
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with themes of justice,
self-forgiveness,  and
the  realization  that
one's past mistakes do
not  have  to  define
one's entire future. Her
transformation  is  a
compelling example of
Deveraux's  ski l l  in
creating  characters
who  are  deeply  flawed
b u t  e n t i r e l y
sympathetic.

THE
SUMMERHOUSE AS
A LITERARY
SETTING

The  "Summerhouse"
itself is more than just
a  l o ca t i on ;  i t  i s  a
symbolic  space  that
represents  sanctuary,
possibility,  and  the
liminal  space between
youth  and  adulthood.
I n  t h e  n o v e l ,  t h e
summerhouse  is  the
physical meeting point
w h e r e  t h e  t h r e e
women  first  plot  their
return.  It  is  described

as  a  dilapidated  but
charming  structure,
o v e r g r o w n  w i t h
wisteria, sitting on the
grounds  of  Madame
Zoya's estate. Just as a
real  summerhouse
offers  a  retreat  from
the  main  house,  this
setting  offers  the
characters  a  retreat
f r o m  t h e  m a i n
narrative of their lives.
It is a place outside of
time  where  they  can
be  honest  with  each
o t h e r  a n d  w i t h
t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e
sensory  details—the
smell of old wood, the
sound  of  cicadas,  the
warmth of the sun—are
crafted  to  evoke  a
visceral  feel ing  of
nostalgia.  Deveraux
uses  this  setting  to
create  a  powerfu l
contrast  between  the
hectic,  disappointing
present and the open-
ended,  hopeful  past.
The  Summerhouse
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becomes a crucible for
c h a n g e ,  a  q u i e t
witness  to  the  tears,
laughter,  and  fierce
conversations  that
change  the  women's
fates.

THEMES AND
MOTIFS: BEYOND
THE ROMANCE

While Jude Deveraux is
primarily  known  as  a
romance  novel ist ,
R e t u r n  T o
S u m m e r h o u s e
transcends  the  typical
genre  expectations.
The  primary  theme is
agency .  The  novel
constantly  asks:  To
what  extent  are  we
v i c t i m s  o f
circumstance,  and  to
what  extent  do  we
create our own cages?
T h e  b o o k  a r g u e s
strongly for the latter,
suggesting  that  even
w h e n  w e  c a n n o t
control  the  actions  of
others,  we  a lways

retain control over our
own  react ions  and
cho ices .  Th i s  i s  a
p r o f o u n d l y
empowering  message,
particularly for a target
audience  of  women
who may feel invisible
or  trapped  in  middle
age.
Another major theme is
the  complexity  of
female  friendship.
The three protagonists
are  not  immediately
f r i ends .  They  a re
strangers  who  are
thrown  together  by  a
shared  need.  I t  i s
through  their  time-
traveling  adventures
that they forge a bond
of  deep  trust.  They
become  each  other's
confidantes  and
cheerleaders,  proving
that friendship can be
a powerful catalyst for
change.  This  focus  on
p la ton i c  l ove  i s  a
refreshing counterpoint
t o  t h e  r o m a n t i c
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subplots.  Furthermore,
the book explores the
theme of motherhood
and  sacrifice.  Each
woman's  decisions  in
the  past  are  haunted
by the possible erasure
of  her  children.  This
d i lemma  in jects  a
p r o f o u n d  m o r a l
complexity  into  the
wish-fulfillment
fantasy,  forcing  the
characters—and  the
reader—to  we igh
personal  happiness
against  the  gi f t  of
motherhood.

WHY THIS BOOK
RESONATES WITH
MODERN READERS

I n  a n  a g e  w h e r e
popular  culture  often
obsesses  over  youth,
R e t u r n  T o
Summerhouse  is  a
celebration  of  middle
age.  It  validates  the
experiences of women
over forty, arguing that
their  wisdom,  their

p a i n ,  a n d  t h e i r
resilience  make  them
the  true  heroines  of
their  own stories.  The
novel  is  a  balm  for
anyone  suffering  from
" t h e  n o s t a l g i a
trap"—the  belief  that
the  best  years  of  our
lives are behind us. By
granting the characters
a  literal  return,  the
book  demonstrates
that the past is  not a
fixed  monument  but  a
fluid  part  of  our
consciousness that we
can  reinterpret  and
learn  from.  The  novel
suggests  that  true
c h a n g e  d o e s  n o t
requi re  a  magica l
stone;  it  requires  the
very  courage that  the
women discover within
t h e m s e l v e s .  I t
encourages readers to
ask  themselves:  What
would  I  do  differently?
And, more importantly,
w h a t  c a n  I  d o
differently right now?
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The book also skillfully
uses  the  historical
context  of  1972.  This
was  a  transformative
yea r  i n  Amer i can
culture, set against the
b a c k d r o p  o f  t h e
Vietnam  War,  the  tail
end  o f  the  sexua l
r e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d
evolving  gender  roles.
For  the  characters,  it
was a time of immense
social  pressure  and
l i m i t e d  o p t i o n s
c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e
2000s.  By  contrasting
the two eras, Deveraux
highl ights  how  far
society has come while
acknowledging  that
p e r s o n a l
demons—fear,  shame,
s e l f - d o u b t — a r e
timeless. This historical
grounding  gives  the
fantasy  element  a
s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f
verisimilitude,  making
t h e  c h a r a c t e r s '
struggles feel authentic
and grounded.

WRITING STYLE
AND NARRATIVE
STRUCTURE

Jude Deveraux's  prose
in  this  novel  is  both
a c c e s s i b l e  a n d
evocative.  She  has  a
talent  for  creating
dialogue  that  feels
natural  and  revealing,
o f t e n  u s i n g
c o n v e r s a t i o n a l
exchanges  to  forward
the  plot  and  deepen
c h a r a c t e r
understanding.  The
narrative structure is a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
suspense. The chapters
alternate  between  the
present-day  framing
story  ( the  women
meeting  with  Madame
Zoya  and  returning
from  their  journeys)
a n d  t h e  d e t a i l e d
accounts of their 1972
adventu res .  Th i s
structure  keeps  the
reader engaged, as we
a r e  c o n s t a n t l y
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w o n d e r i n g  w h a t
changes  have  been
made and whether the
p r e s e n t  w i l l  b e
improved or shattered.
Deveraux also employs
a  subtle  third-person
omniscient  point  of
view,  al lowing  the
reader to dip into the
private  thoughts  of
each  protagonist.  This
technique  bui lds  a
s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f
empathy  for  all  three
women,  even  when
the i r  cho i ces  a re
quest ionable.  The
pacing  is  measured,
allowing the emotional
weight of each decision
to  land  fully  before
moving on to the next
scene. It is a style that
prioritizes  character
and  emot ion  over
action, which is exactly
what the story calls for.

COMPARING THE
BOOK TO ITS

LEGACY

R e t u r n  T o
Summerhouse  is  a
standalone  novel  that
works  perfectly  as  an
entry  point  for  new
readers,  but  for  those
who  have  read  i t s
predecessor ,  The
Summerhouse, it offers
a  richer  experience.
The  first  book
introduced the concept
of  the  wishing  stone
a n d  f o l l o w e d  a
different  set  of
characters.  In  this
sequel ,  Deveraux
expands the mythology
of  the  stone  whi le
keep ing  the  co re
emotional  landscape
intact.  Some  readers
argue that the second
book is  even stronger
than  the  first,  as  the
protagonists  are  more
complex  and  their
problems  feel  more
intractable.  The  novel
h a s  i n s p i r e d  a



Return To Summerhouse Jude Deveraux 11

11

dedicated  fan  base
that  discusses  the
moral dilemmas of the
story  with  surprising
intensity.  It  is  a  book
that invites discussion,
making  it  a  perfect
choice for  book clubs.
T h e  q u e s t i o n s  i t
raises—about  fate,
choice, and the nature
of  happiness—are
universal and timeless.
Even  years  after  its
publication, Return To
S u m m e r h o u s e
remains  in  print  and
popular  on  l ibrary
w a i t i n g  l i s t s ,  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  i t s
enduring  appeal.

CONCLUSION

In the crowded world of
women's  fiction,
R e t u r n  T o
Summerhouse  by
Jude  Deveraux  stands
out  as  a  thoughtful,
emotionally  resonant,
and  deeply  satisfying
novel.  It  offers  the

p e r f e c t  b l e n d  o f
fantasy  and  realism,
allowing readers to ask
"what  if"  while  never
losing  s ight  of  the
complexities  of  real
life.  The  journey  of
Olivia, Amy, and Kathy
is a powerful reminder
that it is never too late
to reclaim your life, to
choose love over fear,
and  to  forg ive  the
person you used to be.
The  book  does  not
promise  a  flawless
happily-ever-after,  but
r a t h e r  a  m o r e
authentic  one,  earned
through  courage  and
self-understanding. For
anyone seeking a novel
that feels like a warm
summer  day,  full  of
sunshine, shadow, and
t h e  p r o m i s e  o f
renewal, this book is an
ideal escape. It leaves
r e a d e r s  w i t h  a
lingering  question  in
their own minds: if you
could  return  to  your
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own  summerhouse,
w h a t  w o u l d  y o u
change? The magic of
Deveraux's narrative is

that  it  suggests  the
a n s w e r  m i g h t  b e
s i m p l e r — a n d
braver—than you think.


