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In the landscape of
modern religious and
philosophical thought,
few works have
generated as much
controversy, curiosity,
and misunderstanding
as The Satanic Bible
by Anton Szandor
LaVey. Published in
1969, this foundational
text of LaVeyan
Satanism is not a
theological treatise on
evil, nor is it a manual

for dark rituals in the
Hollywood sense.
Instead, it is a bold,
unapologetic

declaration of
individualism, carnal
existence, and rational
self-interest. For
decades, it has served
as the central scripture
for the Church of
Satan, attracting
millions of readers
ranging from serious
scholars of religion to
those simply seeking
an alternative to
traditional Judeo-
Christian morality. To
truly understand its
power and staying
power, one must look
beyond the
sensationalism and


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

examine the man
behind the book, the
philosophy it espouses,
and its lasting impact
on Western culture.
This deep dive into
The Satanic Bible by
Anton Szandor
LaVey will explore its
origins, core tenets,
controversial elements,
and its place in the
modern world, offering
a clear and
unvarnished look at
one of the most
misunderstood texts of
the 20th century.

WHO WAS ANTON
SZANDOR LAVEY?
THE MAN BEHIND
THE MOVEMENT

To understand The
Satanic Bible by
Anton Szandor
LaVey, one must first
understand its author.
Born Howard Stanton
Levey in Chicago in
1930, LaVey was a
complex and

charismatic figure. He
worked a variety of
jobs in his youth,
including as a lion
tamer, a carnival
hypnotist, a calliope
player, and a musician.
These experiences
gave him a deep, often
cynical, understanding
of human nature. He
saw the hypocrisy of
the pious who
frequented the
carnivals and the
police stations where
he later worked as a
photographer. This
exposure to the
"seamy" side of life
shaped his worldview,
convincing him that
humans were not
inherently good but
rather animals driven
by ego, desire, and
self-preservation.

In 1966, he declared
the Year One Anno
Satanas and founded
the Church of Satan,
positioning himself as
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its High Priest. LaVey
was a master

showman, and his
"Black Masses" and
publicity stunts
attracted immediate
media attention.
However, his project
was not purely
theatrical. He was a
voracious reader,
synthesizing ideas

from philosophers like
Ayn Rand (with her
emphasis on rational
selfishness), Friedrich
Nietzsche (with his
"Superman" and
contempt for herd
morality), and the
social Darwinism of
Herbert Spencer. The
Satanic Bible by
Anton Szandor
LaVey was his
scriptural capstone, a
manual for a new
religion that he
claimed was built on
ancient truths, but
which many scholars
recognize as a

distinctly modern,
atheistic philosophy
dressed in ceremonial
robes.

THE CORE
PHILOSOPHY:
WHAT THE
SATANIC BIBLE
ACTUALLY SAYS

The book is structured
into four primary
sections: The Book of
Satan, The Book of
Lucifer, The Book of
Belial, and The Book of
Leviathan. Each
section serves a
distinct rhetorical and
philosophical purpose.

The Book
of Satan:
A



Rhetorica

| Call t

Arms

This section, written in
a bombastic, King
James Bible style, is
not a direct translation
of any ancient text.
Instead, it is LaVey's
own polemic against
the "God of the
Christians." It
reimagines Satan as a
symbol of rebellion,
pride, and worldly
wisdom. It urges the
reader to reject
humility, meekness,
and self-denial—virtues
praised in
Christianity—in favor of
pride, vengeance, and

Anton Szandor
LaVey so provocative
to traditional believers.

$he Book
of Lucifer:
The Logic
of

Satanism

This is the intellectual
heart of the book.
Unlike the poetic fire of
the first section, The
Book of Lucifer is
straightforward and
essay-like. Here, LaVey
lays out the Nine
Satanic Statements,
which serve as the
core tenets of the

indulgence. This religion. These
section sets the statements are the
aggressive, anti- clearest summary of
establishment tone LaVeyan philosophy.
that makes The They include
Satanic Bible by affirmations of
4 Satanic Bible Anton Szandor 2023-01-22

Lavey



Satanic Bible Anton Szandor Lavey 5

indulgence (instead of
abstinence), vital
existence (instead of
spiritual pipe dreams),
and undefiled wisdom
(instead of hypocritical
self-deceit). This
section explicitly
denies the existence of
a literal Satan or God,
stating that "Satan is a
symbol of the 'self'
which the Christian
would have you turn
away from." This is a
crucial point for any
reader; The Satanic
Bible by Anton
Szandor LaVey is an
atheist text. It uses the
figure of Satan to
represent self-
empowerment, pride,
and the pursuit of
physical and
intellectual pleasure.

The Book

of Belial:
The
Magic of
Self-
Transfor
mation

This section deals with
"Lesser Magic"

(manipulation and
coercion through
psychology and

charisma) and "Greater
Magic" (ritual). LaVey
rejects the
supernatural. Instead,
he defines magic as
"the <change in
situations or events in
accordance with one's
will, which would, using
normally accepted
methods, be
unchangeable."”

Greater Magic is



essentially a form of
controlled
psychodrama. Through
focusing his will in a
ritual
chamber—complete
with candles, naked
women, and emotional
cues—the practitioner
clears his mind of pent-
up frustration or
desire, making it easier
to achieve goals in the
real world. This
pragmatic, almost
therapeutic, approach
to ritual is one of the
most unique aspects of
The Satanic Bible by
Anton Szandor
LaVey.

The Book
of
Leviathan

Invocatio
n and
Enochian
Keys

The final section is the
most esoteric. It
contains the Enochian
Keys—versions of 16th-
century angelic
language

texts—reworked by
LaVey for use as
incantations. It also
includes instructions
for the four Enochian
Calls and rituals for
specific desires, such
as destruction,
compassion, or lust.
For the modern reader,
this section is the most
difficult  to  parse.
However, LaVey
intended for these to
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be used as tools for
emotional release and
willpower

concentration, not as
literal invocations of
spirits. The dramatic
language and
ceremonial trappings
were designed to
heighten the emotional
state of the magician,
making the ritual
effective as a
psychological amplifier.

THE NINE SATANIC
SINS AND ELEVEN
SATANIC RULES

Beyond the four books,
The Satanic Bible by
Anton Szandor
LaVey contains two
critical lists that define
the ethical code of the
Satanist.

The Nine Satanic
Sins are behaviors to
be avoided, as they
represent weakness
and self-sabotage.
These include:

e Stupidity: The

top sin. Lack of
intelligence or
common sense.
Pretentiousnes
s: Claiming
knowledge or
status you do not
have.
Solipsism:
Believing your
own perspective
is the only one
that exists.
Self-deceit:
Lying to yourself
about your own
motives and
desires.

Herd
Conformity:
Following the
crowd without
independent
thought.

Lack of
Perspective:
Forgetting your
place in the
larger picture.

e Forgetting Past

Orthodoxies:



Ignoring the
lessons of
history.

e Counterproduc
tive Pride: Pride
that stops you
from learning or
adapting.

e Lack of
Aesthetics: A
dull, ugly, or
unrefined
existence.

These "sins" are not
about breaking moral
laws but about failing
to live as a strong,
intelligent, and self-
aware individual. This
focus on personal
excellence is a defining
feature of The Satanic
Bible by Anton
Szandor LaVey.

The Eleven Satanic
Rules of the Earth
provide a more
practical, social code.
They are disturbingly
straightforward:

1. Do not give

opinions or
advice unless
you are asked.

. Do not tell your

troubles to
others unless
you are sure they
want to hear
them.

. When in

another's lair,
show him respect
or else do not go
there.

. If a guest in your

lair annoys you,
treat him cruelly
and without
mercy.

. Do not make

sexual advances
unless you are
given the mating
signal.

. Do not take that

which does not
belong to you
unless it is a
burden to the
other person and
he cries out to be
relieved.
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10.

11.

. Acknowledge the

power of magic if
you have
employed it
successfully to
obtain your
desires. If you
deny the power
of magic after
having called
upon it, you will
lose all you have
obtained.

. Do not complain

about anything
to which you
need not subject
yourself.

. Do not harm little

children.

Do not kill non-
human animals
unless you are
attacked or for
food.

When walking in
open territory,
bother no one. If
someone bothers
you, ask him to
stop. If he does
not stop, destroy

him.

These rules are a
primer in aggressive
individualism. They
advocate for personal
sovereignty,
reciprocity, and a
harsh, merciless
response to those who
violate your space. It is
a code for living in a
world viewed as a
jungle, where the
strong survive and the
weak are prey.

CONTROVERSIES
AND
MISINTERPRETATI
ONS

Since its publication,
The Satanic Bible by

Anton Szandor
LaVey has been the
subject of intense

controversy. It is often
blamed, unfairly, for
violent crimes, cult
behavior, and "Satanic
panic" in the 1980s
and 1990s. It is crucial



to separate LaVeyan
Satanism from theistic
Satanism (which
believes in a literal
Satan) and from the
horrific acts of serial
killers who may have
owned a copy. LaVey
himself condemned
criminal activity and
the abusive use of his
name. He wrote a
religion for the self-
reliant, not the
sociopathic.

Another common
criticism is that the
philosophy is simply a
rationalization of
selfishness and cruelty.
Critics argue that while

LaVey preaches
"indulgence," his
system lacks

compassion or a social
conscience. Proponents
would counter that
LaVeyan Satanism is
honest about human
nature, rejecting the

10

while practicing
ruthless competition.
The text argues that
responsible, intelligent
selfishness is healthier
than the guilt-ridden
virtue signaling of
traditional religion.

THE HISTORICAL
AND CULTURAL
IMPACT

Despite its niche
status, The Satanic
Bible by Anton
Szandor LaVey has
had a significant
cultural impact. It is
one of the best-selling
"occult" books of all
time, selling over a
million copies. It has
influenced music (from
heavy metal artists like
Marilyn Manson and
King Diamond), film
(Roman Polanski's
Rosemary's Baby
featured LaVey as an
advisor), and literature.

hypocrisy of a society |t provided a
that preaches altruism vocabulary for
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rebellion that did not
rely on Marxist or
aesthetic obscurantism
but on a blunt,
American-style
individualism.

Furthermore, the
Church of Satan, while
small, has become a
fixture in the American
religious landscape. In
recent years, other
groups like The Satanic
Temple have used the
imagery of Satan for
political activism
(primarily defending
abortion rights and
opposing religious
monuments in public
spaces). While The
Satanic Temple is
distinct from LaVey's
church, it draws
heavily on the public
awareness that The
Satanic Bible by
Anton Szandor
LaVey created. The
book opened the door
for a non-theistic,
symbolic use of
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"Satan" as a political
and philosophical tool.

CONCLUSION: A
BIBLE FOR THE

UNAPOLOGETIC
SELF

The Satanic Bible by
Anton Szandor
LaVey remains a
powerful, provocative,
and often deeply
misunderstood text. It
is not a book of blood

sacrifice or anti-God
worship. It is a
manifesto for the

atheist, a guide for the
egoist, and a manual
for the carnalist. It
challenges the reader
to reject guilt, embrace
pride, and live fully and
honestly in the physical
world. Whether one
views it as a dangerous

rationalization of
selfishness or a
liberating call to

personal power, its
influence is
undeniable. For anyone



seeking to understand
the modern fringe of
religious thought, the
psychology of self-
mythology, or the
enduring power of
rebellion, this
controversial scripture
offers a stark, brilliant,
and unsettling mirror
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held up to the human
animal. It asks a single,
final question: if you
had the courage to
take what you want
from life, would you
follow a God or a Devil
to get it? LaVey's
answer is clear: follow
yourself.
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