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George Orwell’'s Animal Farm is far more
than a simple story about barnyard
animals. Written in 1945 as a satirical
allegory of the Russian Revolution and
the rise of Stalinism, the novella remains
one of the most powerful political works
of the twentieth century. Its enduring
appeal lies not only in its gripping
narrative but in the depth and
universality of its themes. By examining
the central Animal Farm George
Orwell themes, readers uncover a
timeless warning about the abuse of
power, the corruption of ideals, and the
fragility of freedom. Whether you
encounter the book in a classroom or
revisit it as an adult, these themes
resonate with unsettling clarity in
today’s world.

The Inevitable
Corruption of
Power

Perhaps the most dominant of all
Animal Farm George Orwell themes
is the way power corrupts even the most
well-intentioned leaders. The pigs, led
initially by Old Major, articulate a vision
of equality and liberation. After the
rebellion, the pigs adopt the “Seven

Commandments,” the first of which
states, “Whatever goes upon two legs is
an enemy.” Yet almost immediately, the
pigs begin to break this rule. Napoleon,
the central pig, gradually seizes absolute
control, using violence and propaganda
to maintain his position. Orwell
illustrates a chilling psychological shift:
the pigs start walking on two legs,
wearing human clothes, and eventually
become indistinguishable from the
humans they overthrew. The theme
shows that revolutions often devour their
own children when leaders prioritize
personal gain over collective well-being.

The Perpetuation
of Class
Inequality

Orwell’s novella begins with the dream
of a society where all animals are equal.
Old Major’s vision is one of solidarity:
“All animals are comrades.” Yet as the
pigs consolidate power, a new hierarchy
emerges. The pigs and dogs occupy the
top tier, enjoying milk, apples, and
comfortable beds. The other
animals—particularly Boxer the
horse—work tirelessly while receiving
little reward. The famous commandment
“All animals are equal, but some animals
are more equal than others”
encapsulates the theme of persistent
inequality. This theme draws a direct line
to Animal Farm George Orwell
themes of class struggle and the failure
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of utopian ideals. It forces readers to
question whether any society can truly
eliminate hierarchy or whether elites will
always find ways to elevate themselves.

The Manipulative
Power of
Propaganda and
Language

No analysis of Animal Farm George
Orwell themes can ignore the role of
propaganda. Squealer, the pig who
serves as Napoleon’s mouthpiece, is a
master of manipulating language. He
justifies the pigs’ special privileges by
claiming they are needed to “lead” and
“make the hard decisions.” When the
commandments are changed—for
example, “No animal shall sleep in a bed
with sheets” becomes “with sheets”
erased—the other animals accept the
revisions because they cannot read well
or because Squealer’'s rhetoric is
persuasive. Orwell shows how language
can be twisted to serve power. This
theme anticipates concepts like
“newspeak” in Nineteen Eighty-Four and
remains acutely relevant in an era of
disinformation, spin, and curated
messaging.

The Betrayal of
Revolutionary
ldeals

Old Major’s dream of a just, cooperative
society is betrayed step by step. The
animals initially believe they are working

for the common good. Boxer adopts the
motto “I will work harder,” embodying
naive dedication. But the pigs steadily
shift the rules for their own benefit. The
card game between Napoleon and Mr.
Pilkington at the end—where the animals
cannot tell the pigs from the
humans—symbolizes the complete
reversal of the revolution. This theme
highlights how ideals can be hollowed
out when those in power focus on
retaining control rather than serving the
community. It is a sobering reflection on
how easily movements can be hijacked.

Fear as a Tool of
Totalitarian
Control

Orwell illustrates that terror is essential
to maintaining authoritarian rule.
Napoleon raises a litter of puppies, trains
them to be vicious dogs, and uses them
to enforce compliance. When the pigs
face dissent—as when Boxer is taken to
the knacker after collapsing—the other
animals are too afraid to protest. The
executions and public confessions (such
as those of the hens) mimic the show
trials of Stalin’s Soviet Union. This theme
underlines the psychological mechanism
of intimidation: once fear becomes the
default, any resistance seems futile. It is
a stark warning about the price of
silence in the face of oppression.

The Danger of
lgnorance and
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Innocence

Boxer the horse is a tragic figure. He is
physically powerful, utterly loyal, and
incapable of seeing beyond the pigs’
deceptions. His inability to read or
question propaganda makes him a
perfect victim. The sheep, too,
mindlessly repeat slogans like “Four legs
good, two legs bad” whenever they need
to be distracted from injustices. These
characters embody the theme of
ignorance as an enabler of tyranny.
Orwell suggests that education and
critical thinking are essential safeguards.
Without them, even the most well-
meaning individuals can become
complicit in their own exploitation. This
idea connects directly to Animal Farm
George Orwell themes of intellectual
liberty and the need for an informed
citizenry.

The Political
Allegory of the
Russian
Revolution

While the themes are universal, Animal
Farm George Orwell themes are
deeply rooted in historical allegory. Old
Major represents Karl Marx and Vladimir
Lenin; the rebellion echoes the 1917
Russian Revolution; Napoleon is Joseph
Stalin; Snowball is Leon Trotsky; and the
dogs are the secret police. The windmill
project mirrors the Soviet five-year
plans, and the trade with humans
parallels the Soviet Union’s diplomatic
deals. This historical layer adds depth to
the themes of betrayal and corruption

because readers recognize real-world
outcomes. Orwell, a democratic socialist,
wrote the book to critiqgue how the
Soviet regime had betrayed socialist
ideals. Understanding this allegory
enriches any reading of the book,
making it both a specific political critique
and a general cautionary tale.

The Role of
Memory and
Historical
Revisionism

Another subtle yet powerful theme is the
manipulation of memory. After Snowball
is driven out, Napoleon and Squealer
rewrite history, blaming Snowball for
everything that goes wrong. The
animals’ memories begin to fade, and
they accept the revised version. For
example, they recall singing “Beasts of
England” with joy, but that song is
eventually banned. This theme
underscores how totalitarian regimes
control not only the present but also the
past. It is a reminder that the truth is
fragile and must be preserved through
accurate record-keeping and honest
storytelling. Orwell implies that those
who control the narrative control the
people.

The Symbolism
of the Flag and



the Farmhouse

Orwell uses symbols to reinforce his
themes. The green flag with a hoof and
horn represents the revolution’s promise
of a greener, better world. As the pigs
move into the farmhouse, the flag
remains, but it becomes a hollow
emblem. Similarly, the farmhouse
itself—once the symbol of human
oppression—becomes the pigs’ private
home. These symbols highlight the gap
between ideals and reality. They also
serve as metaphors for how institutions
and movements often retain the symbols
of their founding while abandoning the
substance.

Why These
Themes Matter
Today

Over seventy-five vyears after its
publication, Animal Farm George
Orwell themes remain startlingly
relevant. We see echoes in political
leaders who promise change but
consolidate power. We observe the same
propaganda techniques in advertising,
news media, and social media

algorithms. The struggle between
equality and hierarchy continues in
debates about economic inequality,
racial justice, and corporate power.
Orwell’s work is a call to vigilant
skepticism. It urges readers to ask who
benefits from the slogans, whom the
rules serve, and whether the freedoms
we cherish are being gradually eroded.
By understanding these enduring
themes, readers arm themselves against
manipulation.

FINAL THOUGHTS: A TIMELESS
WARNING

In the end, Animal Farm is not a cynical
book but a deeply humanist one. It
warns that the desire for power, left
unchecked, can destroy any noble
mission. The Animal Farm George
Orwell themes of corruption,
inequality, propaganda, fear, and
ignorance are not just historical
relics—they are active forces in every
society. Orwell wrote the book to expose
hypocrisy and to encourage critical
thought. He reminds us that freedom
requires constant effort, that equality
must be actively defended, and that
language must be used truthfully. As the
animals look from pig to man and cannot
tell the difference, the reader is left with
a haunting question: In our own world,
are we able to tell the difference?
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