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INTRODUCTION: THE TIMELESS
APPEAL OF THE MARLIN MODEL
81

The Marlin Model 81 is a storied name in
the  world  of  American  firearms.
Manufactured  primarily  between  the
1930s and 1940s, this .22 caliber bolt-
action  rifle  earned  a  reputation  for
reliability,  accuracy,  and  affordability
during a time when small-game hunting
and plinking were essential parts of rural

life.  For  collectors,  shooters,  and
gunsmiths,  the  Marlin  Rifle  Model  81
remains  a  cherished  piece  of  history.
However,  the  passage  of  time  and
countless rounds downrange mean that
finding  and  maintaining  Marlin  Rifle
Model 81 parts is a common challenge.
Whether  you  are  restoring  a  family
heirloom or keeping a vintage shooter in
top  condition,  understanding  the
anatomy of this rifle and where to source
essential  components  is  crucial.  This
article  will  provide  a  comprehensive
guide  to  the  parts  that  make  up  the
Model  81,  how  to  identify  them,  and
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where to look for replacements.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE MARLIN
MODEL 81

To fully appreciate the parts of this rifle,
it  helps to understand its  lineage. The
Marlin Model 81 was an evolution of the
ear l ie r  Mode l  80 ,  wh ich  Mar l in
introduced in 1935. The Model 81, which
appeared  around  1937,  featured  a
redesigned  stock,  an  improved  trigger
mechanism,  and  a  more  streamlined
magazine system. It was a clip-fed, box
magazine  rifle,  typically  holding  seven
rounds  of  .22  Short,  Long,  or  Long  Rifle
ammunition. The rifle was produced until
the  early  1940s,  when  World  War  II
shifted  manufacturing  priorities.  Post-
war production resumed, but the Model
81 was eventually superseded by other

designs. This limited production window
means that original Marlin Rifle Model 81
parts can be scarce, but with the right
knowledge, they are still attainable.

ANATOMY OF THE MARLIN
MODEL 81: KEY PARTS TO KNOW

Understanding  the  specific  components
of  the  Model  81  is  the  first  step  in  any
restoration or maintenance project. The
rifle's construction is straightforward, but
several parts are unique to this model
and require careful attention.

The Receiver and
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Bolt Assembly
The receiver is the heart of the rifle. On
the Model 81, it is a solid, milled steel
unit  that  houses  the  bolt  mechanism.
The bolt itself is a non-rotating, straight-
pull  design  with  a  unique  locking  lug
arrangement.  Key  parts  within  this
assembly include the firing pin, firing pin
spring,  extractor,  and  ejector.  The
extractor  is  a  smal l  but  cr i t ica l
component that can wear out over time.
Many  owners  find  that  replacing  the
Marlin Rifle Model 81 parts related to
the bolt,  such as the extractor  spring,
resolves feeding and ejection issues.

The Magazine
System
One of the most frequently sought-after
parts  is  the  magazine.  The  Model  81
uses  a  proprietary  detachable  box
magazine.  Unlike  some  .22  rifles  that
use rotary magazines or tubular feeds,
the  Model  81  uses  a  stamped  steel
magazine that can be prone to denting
or  spring  fatigue.  Original  Marlin
magazines  are  becoming  increasingly
rare, but reproduction parts are available
from  specialty  suppliers.  If  you  are
restoring  a  rifle,  ensure  the  magazine
lips  are  not  bent,  as  this  will  cause
misfeeds.
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The Stock and
Forend
The two-piece stock set on the Model 81
consists of a buttstock and a separate
forend.  The  wood  used  was  typically
American walnut or birch, with a simple
oil finish. Cracks in the wrist of the stock
are a common issue, especially on rifles
that saw heavy use. Replacement stocks
are  avai lable  f rom  aftermarket
manufacturers,  but  fitting  may  require
some  gunsmi th ing .  Fo r  a  t rue
restoration,  many  collectors  seek
original  Marlin  Rifle  Model  81  parts  for
the  stock,  including  the  buttplate  and
stock screws.

The Trigger and
Sear Mechanism
The  Model  81  features  a  simple,  two-
piece trigger system. The trigger itself is
a stamped and blued part, while the sear
is  a  hardened  steel  component.  Over
time,  the  engagement  surfaces  can
wear, leading to a creeping trigger pull.
Replacement  trigger  assemblies  or
individual  sears  are  available,  but
patience is required to fit them correctly.
A  consistent  trigger  is  essential  for
accuracy,  so  this  is  an  area  where
quality  Marlin  Rifle  Model  81  parts
make  a  significant  difference.
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WHERE TO FIND MARLIN RIFLE
MODEL 81 PARTS

Finding  parts  for  a  vintage rifle  requires
a  multi-pronged  approach.  While  you
won't  find  Model  81  parts  at  a  typical
big-box  retailer,  several  dedicated
sources  can  supply  what  you  need.

Online Specialty
Retailers
Several  online  businesses  specialize  in
vintage  firearm  parts.  Websites  like
Numrich  Gun  Parts  Corporation  (Gun
Parts  Corp)  and  Jack  First  Gun  Shop
maintain extensive inventories. A search
for "Marlin Rifle Model 81 parts" on these
sites  will  often  yield  results,  though

stock  levels  fluctuate.  These  companies
frequently  carry  both  new-old-stock
( N O S )  p a r t s  a n d  h i g h - q u a l i t y
reproductions.

Gun Shows and
Estate Sales
For  collectors,  the  thrill  of  discovering
or ig ina l  par ts  a t  a  gun  show  i s
unmatched.  Many  small  dealers  bring
bins  of  older  components  to  shows.
Estate sales, particularly those of elderly
gun  owners,  can  also  be  a  goldmine.
When buying at these venues, bring a
set of calipers and a reference photo to
ensure the part you are buying matches
your rifle.



6

6 Marlin Rifle Model 81 Parts 2024-08-28

Online Forums
and Classifieds
Dedicated firearms communities such as
Rimfire  Central  and  the  Marlin  Owners
Forum  have  classified  sections  where
members  buy  and  sell  parts.  These
communities  are  also  invaluable  for
advice.  If  you  need  a  specific  screw  or
spring,  posting  a  "wanted"  ad  can
connect  you  with  someone  who  has
exactly  what  you  need.  Be  sure  to
specify that you are looking for original
Marlin  Rifle  Model  81  parts,  as
aftermarket  alternatives  may  differ
slightly  in  dimensions.

Gunsmiths Who
Specialize in
Vintage Rifles
If  you  are  struggling  to  find  a  particular
part,  a  gunsmith  with  experience  in
vintage  .22  rifles  may  have  a  stock  of
salvaged parts. They can also fabricate
certain small  parts,  such as springs or
pins, if an original is unavailable. This is
often the best route for critical internal
components  like  the  firing  pin  or
extractor.

RESTORING A MARLIN MODEL 81:
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A STEP-BY-STEP PARTS GUIDE

If you are undertaking a full restoration,
planning  your  parts  acquisition  is
essential.  Here  is  a  logical  order  of
inspection and replacement.

Inspect the Bore and Action:1.
Before ordering any parts, check
the barrel for rust or pitting. Clean
the action thoroughly. You may
find that only a few small parts
need replacement.
Replace Springs: The magazine2.
spring, trigger spring, and firing
pin spring are all prone to fatigue.
Replacing these with new Marlin
Rifle Model 81 parts will
dramatically improve function.
Check the Extractor and3.
Ejector: If the rifle fails to extract

spent casings, these are the likely
culprits. Replace them as a set.
Address the Magazine: If the4.
magazine is dented or the lips are
worn, it is often cheaper to buy a
reproduction magazine than to
repair the original.
Restock if Necessary: A cracked5.
stock can be repaired with epoxy,
but a replacement stock is often
more practical. Look for a stock
that matches the original
dimensions.
Refinish Metal Parts: Once all6.
mechanical parts are correct, you
can re-blue the metal components.
Cold blue solutions work well for
small parts, while a professional
hot-blue is best for the receiver
and barrel.
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TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
PROBLEMS WITH MARLIN MODEL
81 PARTS

Even  with  careful  maintenance,  the
Model 81 can develop issues. Here are
some  common  problems  and  their
solutions  using  the  right  parts.

Feeding
Problems
If  the  rifle  fails  to  feed  the  next  round,
the  issue  is  almost  always  with  the
magazine. Inspect the magazine follower
and the spring. A weak spring will  not
push  the  next  cartridge  into  position.
Replacement  Marlin  Rifle  Model  81
parts  for  the  magazine  are  available

from several online sources. Also, check
that  the  magazine  catch  is  not  worn,
which can cause the magazine to sit too
low in the action.

Failure to Fire
A  light  strike  or  failure  to  fire  is  usually
due  to  a  damaged  firing  pin  or  a  weak
firing  pin  spring.  The  firing  pin  on  the
Model 81 is a small,  pointed part that
can break at the tip over time. Replace it
with an original  or  exact  reproduction.
Also,  ensure  that  the  bolt  channel  is
clean and free of old grease, which can
slow the firing pin travel.
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Ejection Issues
Many Model 81 owners report that the
spent  casing  is  not  ejected  forcefully.
This is often caused by a worn ejector or
a bent  extractor.  Both parts  are small
and inexpensive, but critical. A full set of
these Marlin Rifle Model 81 parts can
often  be  purchased  together  from
suppliers who specialize in Marlin rimfire
rifles.

CONCLUSION: PRESERVING A
LEGACY WITH THE RIGHT PARTS

The Marlin Model 81 is more than just a
vintage rifle; it is a tangible link to a time
when  shooting  was  simpler  and  more

connected to the land. Whether you are
a  collector  seeking  a  museum-quality
restoration or  a  shooter  who wants  to
keep a family  heirloom in service,  the
quality of the parts you choose directly
affects the rifle's performance and value.
Sourcing  authentic  Marlin  Rifle  Model
81  parts  requires  patience,  but  the
reward  is  a  reliable,  accurate  firearm
that can be enjoyed for generations. By
understanding  the  rifle's  construction,
k n o w i n g  w h e r e  t o  s e a r c h  f o r
components ,  and  methodica l ly
addressing mechanical  issues,  you can
keep  this  classic  piece  of  American
engineering alive and well. The legacy of
the  Marlin  Model  81  deserves  nothing
less than the best care, and that starts
with the right parts.


