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INTRODUCTION: DIVING INTO THE
ART OF THE OCEAN

Bringing the beloved characters from
Pixar's underwater masterpiece to life on
paper is a rewarding creative journey.
Whether you are a complete beginner or
a seasoned artist looking to refine your
skills, learning How To Draw Finding
Nemo Characters opens up a vibrant
world of color, personality, and
storytelling. The film's distinct animation
style, characterized by bold shapes,
expressive eyes, and smooth, organic
lines, makes these characters both
challenging and incredibly fun to sketch.
This guide will walk you through the
process of capturing the essence of
Nemo, Dory, Marlin, and other fan
favorites using simple, easy-to-follow
steps. By breaking down each character
into basic geometric shapes and building
up details progressively, you will gain
the confidence to create your own
oceanic masterpieces. The key to
mastering How To Draw Finding
Nemo Characters lies in understanding
their unique silhouettes and
exaggerated features, which translate
beautifully from screen to sketchbook.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR YOUR
ARTISTIC JOURNEY

Before you dive into the specifics of How
To Draw Finding Nemo Characters, it

is helpful to gather a few basic supplies.
You do not need expensive equipment to
get started; simplicity often yields the
best results. A standard HB pencil is
perfect for initial sketching because it
creates light lines that are easy to erase.
A softer pencil, like a 2B or 4B, is
excellent for adding darker shading and
depth. A good quality eraser, preferably
a kneaded eraser, is invaluable for lifting
graphite without damaging the paper.
Finally, using smooth, heavy-weight
drawing paper will allow for clean lines
and easy erasing. Optional tools include
fine-liner pens for inking and colored
pencils or markers for bringing your
characters to life with the vivid hues of
the Great Barrier Reef.

FOUNDATIONAL TECHNIQUES
FOR CAPTURING PIXAR STYLE

Pixar character design relies heavily on
clear, readable silhouettes. When you
look at Nemo, his shape immediately
tells you he is a young clownfish with
one smaller fin. The same principle
applies to Dory, whose elongated body
and wide, optimistic eyes define her
personality. A crucial element of How To
Draw Finding Nemo Characters is
learning to see these basic shapes. Most
characters can be broken down into
circles, ovals, and simple curved lines.
Practice drawing these fundamental
forms lightly before adding any details.
Additionally, pay close attention to the
characters' expressions. The eyebrows
(or lack thereof) and the size and
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placement of the eyes are the primary
drivers of emotion in these animated
designs. A slight tilt of the head or a
change in the pupil's position can
completely alter the mood of your
drawing.

DRAWING NEMO: THE ICONIC
CLOWNFISH

Step 1: The Basic
Body Structure

Begin by drawing a large, slightly
elongated oval for Nemo's body. This
oval should be tilted slightly to the right
or left to give him a dynamic, swimming
posture. Next, add a smaller, rounded
triangle for his head, connecting it
smoothly to the front of the oval. This
combination forms the core of Nemo's
recognizable silhouette. Keep your lines
very light at this stage, as you will be
refining the shape as you go. This initial
framework is the absolute foundation of
mastering How To Draw Finding
Nemo Characters, as it applies to
almost every fish in the film.

Step 2: Adding
the Fins and Tall

Nemo's fins are distinctive. Draw his
"lucky fin" on one side of his body. This
fin should be noticeably smaller than the
other. Use a series of connected curves
to create a jagged, yet organic shape.
On the opposite side, draw the larger
pectoral fin. For his tail, or caudal fin,
sketch a wide, flowing shape that
extends from the back of the oval. The
tail should have a gentle, sweeping
curve, resembling a crescent moon. The

dorsal fin on top of his body is relatively
small and pointed. These specific fin
shapes are critical details when learning
How To Draw Finding Nemo
Characters accurately.

Step 3: The
Facial Features
and Patterns

Now comes the fun part: giving Nemo his
personality. Draw two large, circular
eyes. His eyes are proportionally large
compared to his head, which gives him a
cute and innocent appearance. Inside
the eyes, add the pupils, making sure
they are slightly off-center to create a
specific gaze. Nemo has a small, smiling
mouth, which is simply a curved line.
Then, draw the three white vertical
stripes that are characteristic of a
clownfish. These stripes should curve
with the shape of his body. The front
stripe should wrap around his head, just
behind his eyes. The final touch is
adding a few small dots connecting the
stripes.

DRAWING DORY: THE FORGETFUL
BLUE TANG

Step 1: The
Elongated Body
and Head

Dory has a much more elongated and
streamlined body than Nemo. Start by
drawing a long, curved oval. This curve
should suggest a gentle S-shape, giving
her a sense of movement. Her head is a
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rounded wedge that tapers to a blunt
snout. Unlike Nemo, Dory's body is not
as tall; it is longer and sleeker. This core
shape is the starting point for any
tutorial on How To Draw Finding
Nemo Characters that includes this
fan-favorite fish.

Step 2: The
Expressive Eyes
and Mouth

Dory's eyes are one of her most defining
features. They are large, wide, and often
slightly asymmetrical, reflecting her
scattered but optimistic nature. Draw
one eye slightly larger or higher than the
other to capture her quirky personality.
Her mouth is a simple, slightly open
curve, often forming a cheerful or
puzzled expression. A key detail is the
position of her mouth, which is located a
bit lower on her head compared to other
characters. Getting the eyes right is
arguably the most important step in
How To Draw Finding Nemo
Characters, as they convey so much
emotion.

Step 3: The Fins
and Color
Pattern

Dory's fins are broad and sweeping. Her
dorsal fin runs along the top of her back,
starting near her head and tapering
towards her tail. This fin is tall and wavy.
Her pectoral fins are large and fan-like,
perfect for fluttering. Her tail fin is
almost transparent in the film, so draw it

as a delicate, large, and slightly jagged
shape. For the color pattern, Dory has a
dark blue back, a bright yellow tail, and
a distinctive dark blue stripe that runs
from her eye down the side of her body.
Adding this stripe is essential for making
her instantly recognizable.

DRAWING MARLIN: THE
OVERPROTECTIVE FATHER

Step 1: A More
Angular
Silhouette

Marlin has a slightly more serious and
worried expression compared to Nemo.
His body shape is similar to Nemo's, but
it is more angular and less rounded.
Start with an elongated oval, but make
the head slightly more pointed. Marlin
often carries himself with a sense of
urgency, so tilt his body forward, as if he
is swimming quickly. This more angular
approach is a subtle but important
distinction in How To Draw Finding
Nemo Characters from the same
family.

Step 2: The
Furrowed Brow
and Weary Eyes

Marlin's eyes are the key to his
personality. They are still large, but they
are often narrowed or have a worried set
to them. Draw a slight furrow above his
eyes to suggest his constant state of
concern. His mouth is usually a thin,
determined line, or slightly open as if he




is about to give a warning. His pupils
might be smaller than Nemo's, giving
him a more focused and anxious look.
Mastering these subtle facial cues is
what separates a good drawing from a
great one when learning How To Draw
Finding Nemo Characters.

Step 3: Fins and
Details

Marlin's fins are similar to Nemo's, but
they are often drawn with sharper
edges. His lucky fin, which was lost in
the barracuda attack, is a crucial detail.
It should appear smaller and slightly
ragged. His dorsal fin is also more
pronounced and pointed. The white
stripes on his body are similar to
Nemo's, but they should feel more rigid
and less playful. Adding small scars or
nicks to his fins can further emphasize
his experienced and cautious nature.

DRAWING BRUCE: THE FRIENDLY
SHARK

Step 1: A
Massive,
Rounded Body

Bruce is a great white shark, and his
shape is dominated by size and power.
Start with a large, wide oval for his torso.
His head is a wedge shape that extends
from the front of this oval. Unlike the fish
characters, Bruce has a more muscular
and bulky appearance. His silhouette
should feel heavy and imposing, even
when he is smiling. This shift in body
type is a great lesson in variety when

exploring How To Draw Finding Nemo
Characters.

Step 2: The
Smile and the
Eyes

Bruce's most memorable feature is his
toothy grin. Draw a wide, curved line for
his mouth, and then fill it with numerous
sharp, triangular teeth. Despite being a
shark, his eyes should be friendly and
slightly goofy. Draw them as large circles
with small pupils that look slightly
crossed or unfocused. Above his eyes,
add the small dorsal ridges that are
characteristic of sharks. His nose is blunt
and rounded. The contrast between his
fearsome teeth and his gentle eyes is
the key to capturing Bruce's character.

Step 3: The
Dorsal Fin and
Gills

Bruce's dorsal fin is large and distinct.
Draw it as a tall, curved triangle rising
from his back. He also has pectoral fins
on his sides that are relatively large and
pointed. Draw three to four curved lines
on the side of his head for his gills. His
tail fin is large and symmetrical, with a
distinct upper lobe that is longer than
the lower lobe. Adding a few scars or a
small piece of seaweed stuck to his fin
can add a fun, authentic touch.

DRAWING CRUSH: THE RELAXED
SEA TURTLE
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Step 1: The
Domed Shell and
Head

Crush is a sea turtle with a very relaxed
and laid-back posture. Start by drawing
a large, flattened oval for his shell. His
head is a rounded triangle that extends
from the front of the shell. His neck is
thick and wrinkled, giving him an aged
and wise appearance. Draw his flippers
as large, flat, paddle-like shapes
extending from the sides of the shell.
The overall shape should feel wide and
slow-moving.

Step 2: The
Drowsy, Surfer
Eyes

Crush's eyes are his most defining
feature. They are heavy-lidded, with a
slight squint, as if he is looking into the
sun. Draw them with a curved upper line
that suggests relaxation. His mouth is a
small, easy-going smile, often with a
small piece of kelp hanging from the
corner. Getting the "surfer dude"
expression right is the most enjoyable
part of learning How To Draw Finding
Nemo Characters from the reef.

Step 3: The Shell
Pattern and
Flippers

The shell of a sea turtle has a distinct
pattern. Draw a series of interconnected
hexagonal shapes across the top of the
shell. These shapes should follow the
curve of the shell. His front flippers are
long and wavy, while his back flippers
are smaller and more pointed. Add small
barnacles or algae spots to his shell and
neck to give him character and a sense
of age. The lines on his flippers should
suggest texture and flexibility.

TIPS FOR ADDING COLOR AND
PERSONALITY

Once you are satisfied with your pencil
sketches, it is time to add color. For
Nemo, use a bright, vivid orange for his
body and white for his stripes. Dory
requires a gradient, with deep blue on
her back and a bright yellow on her belly
and tail. Marlin is a darker, more muted
orange than Nemo. Bruce should be
colored with various shades of gray and
white, with a lighter underbelly. Crush
requires greens and browns for his shell
and a lighter green for his skin. Using
colored pencils or watercolors can help
you achieve the soft, blended look of the
film. When coloring, remember to leave
highlights,



