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DISCOVERING THE
DEPTHS OF LOIS
LOWRY'S THE
GIVER SERIES

In  the  landscape  of
young adult  literature,
few works have left as
profound an imprint as
Lois Lowry The Giver
Series .  S ince  the
publication  of  the  first
book in 1993,  readers
of all  ages have been
capt i va ted  by  i t s
haunting portrayal of a
seemingly  perfect
society  built  on  the
s u p p r e s s i o n  o f
memory, emotion, and
individuality.  What
began as a standalone

d y s t o p i a n  n o v e l
expanded  over  two
decades into a quartet
t h a t  e x p l o r e s
interconnected themes
of freedom, loss, love,
and  the  resilience  of
the  human  sp i r i t .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
encountering the series
for  the  first  time  or
revisiting it years later,
the  journey  through
the communities of The
Giver,  Gathering  Blue,
Messenger,  and  Son
offers  a  timeless
meditation  on  what  it
means  to  be  t ru ly
human.
The  series  has  sold
mi l l ions  of  copies
w o r l d w i d e ,  b e e n
translated  into  dozens
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of  languages,  and
continues to appear on
school reading lists and
banned-book lists alike.
Its enduring power lies
not  i n  fas t -paced
action, but in the quiet,
unsettling  questions  it
forces us to ask about
conformity,  memory,
and the cost of safety.
In  this  article,  we will
e x p l o r e  t h e
architecture  of  this
remarkable  series,  its
major  themes,  i t s
characters,  and  the
legacy  of  its  author,
Lois Lowry.

THE BIRTH OF A
DYSTOPIAN
CLASSIC: THE
GIVER (1993)

The  first  book,  The
Giver, introduces us to
Jonas,  a  twelve-year-
o ld  boy  l iv ing  in  a
t ight ly  contro l led
community  where
s a m e n e s s  i s  t h e
highest virtue. There is

no  war,  no  pain,  no
hunger,  but  also  no
color,  no  music,  no
deep  l ove .  A t  the
Ceremony  of  Twelve,
Jonas  is  selected  to
b e c o m e  t h e  n e w
R e c e i v e r  o f
Memory—the  so le
k e e p e r  o f  t h e
community’s  collective
p a s t .  U n d e r  t h e
tutelage of an old man
known  as  the  Giver,
Jonas begins to receive
memories of the world
as it  once was:  snow,
sunshine,  family,  but
also warfare, loss, and
grief.
Lowry crafted the novel
a s  a  t h o u g h t
experiment rather than
a  st ra ight forward
adventure.  She  once
remarked  that  she
wondered  what  would
happen  if  we  could
eliminate all pain—and
what we would lose in
the process. The book
does  not  offer  easy
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answers.  Instead,  it
immerses  readers  in
J o n a s ’ s  g r o w i n g
awareness  that  the
price of a comfortable,
conflict-free  life  is  the
very essence of human
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
a m b i g u o u s
ending—where  Jonas
sleds  downhill  toward
a n  u n k n o w n
destination,  possibly  a
r e a l  c o m m u n i t y ,
p o s s i b l y  a  d y i n g
h a l l u c i n a t i o n — h a s
sparked  decades  of
classroom  debate.

Why The
Giver
Resonate
s with

Readers
Part  of  the  power  of
Lois Lowry The Giver
Ser ies  l i e s  i n  i t s
refusal  to  spoon-feed
morals .  The  Giver
raises  questions  that
resonate  deeply  with
a d o l e s c e n t s  a n d
adults:  What  is  the
value  of  suffering?
S h o u l d  w e  t r a d e
freedom  for  security?
How  do  memor ies
shape  identity?  The
spare,  precise  prose
invites readers to fill in
the  emotional  gaps.
Furthermore, the novel
frequently  appears  on
challenged  book  lists
due to its depictions of
infanticide, euthanasia,
and sexual awakening,
y e t  t h e s e  v e r y
elements also make it
a staple for  educators
who  wish  to  foster
crit ical  thinking.
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EXPANDING THE
UNIVERSE:
GATHERING BLUE

(2000)

Four  years  after  The
Giver was turned down
by  multiple  publishers
(it  eventually  won the
Newbery Medal), Lowry
returned  to  the  same
world  with  Gathering
Blue,  though  it  was
initially perceived as a
companion rather than
a  sequel.  The  story
follows  Kira,  a  young
girl  with  a  deformed
leg living in a primitive,
brutal  society  that
values  strength  and
discards  the  weak.
After  her  mother’s
death, Kira is taken to
t h e  C o u n c i l  o f
Guardians,  where  her
t a l e n t  f o r
embroidery—specificall
y, the ability to weave
stories  into  cloth—is
exploited  for  political
purposes.

While  the  setting  is
different  from  Jonas’s
sterile community, the
underlying themes are
u n m i s t a k a b l y
c o n n e c t e d :  b o t h
soc ie t i es  con t ro l
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
memory. Kira’s gift is a
f o r m  o f  m e m o r y -
keeping, much like the
Giver’s. The novel also
introduces the concept
of  “the  Gathering,”  a
future event that hints
a t  a  l a r g e r  w o r l d
beyond  each  isolated
community.  Lowry
plants  subtle  cross-
references:  a  blue-
eyed boy named Matt
mentions  a  vi l lage
where a man called the
Giver  l i ves ,  and  a
large,  myster ious
building  called  the
Edifice  may  be
connec ted  t o  the
Receiver’s dwelling.
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The Role
of Art and

Memory
If  The  Giver  explores
the  loss  of  memory,
G a t h e r i n g  B l u e
examines the power of
art  to  preserve  and
shape  memory.  Kira’s
e m b r o i d e r y ,  l i k e
Jonas’s memories, is a
repository of truth that
the authorities wish to
control. The novel also
deepens  the  series’
exploration of disability
and value—Kira is  not
a  hero  because  she
overcomes  her  limp,
but because she insists
on  using  her  unique
perspective  to  see
beauty  and  possibility
where others see only
defect.  This  inclusive,
nuanced  portrayal  is
one  reason  the  series
remains  relevant  in

c o n t e m p o r a r y
conversations  about
diversity.

BRIDGING
WORLDS:
MESSENGER
(2004)

With  Messenger ,
L o w r y  b e g a n  t o
explicitly  connect  the
narratives  of  the  first
two  books.  The  story
centers  on  Matty,  the
y o u n g  b o y  f r o m
Gathering  Blue,  who
now lives in a utopian
village  that  welcomes
r e f u g e e s  f r o m
surrounding  dystopias.
Bu t  the  v i l l age  i s
changing: a mysterious
phenomenon  called
“Trade”  allows  people
to  exchange  the i r
emotions,  identity,  or
c o m p a s s i o n  f o r
m a t e r i a l  g a i n  o r
physical  perfection.
The  Village,  once  a
haven,  is  becoming
closed  and  cruel.



6

6 Lois Lowry The Giver Series 2022-08-08

Matty, who possesses a
healing  touch,  must
e m b a r k  o n  a
dangerous  journey
through  the  deadly
F o r e s t  t o  b r i n g
Kira—and  the  blind
man Seer, who is Kira’s
father—back  before
the  Village  closes  its
borders forever. In the
Forest, Matty confronts
forces  that  twist  his
g i f t ,  and  he  mus t
sacrifice  everything  to
save  those  he  loves.

Themes
of
Sacrifice
and
Transfor

mation
Messenge r  i s  t he
shortest  and  most
allegorical book in Lois
Lowry  The  Giver
S e r i e s .  I t
u n m i s t a k a b l y
addresses the dangers
o f  t r i b a l i s m ,
xenophobia,  and  the
willingness  to  trade
away  empathy  for
comfort. The “Trade” is
a  metaphor  for  how
societies  gradually
abandon  their  values.
The  climax,  in  which
Matty gives his life to
transform  the  Forest
into a beautiful grove,
is  both  heartbreaking
and spiritually uplifting.
The  book  emphasizes
t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f
keeping  community
safe  from  outsiders
may be the soul of the
community itself.
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THE FINAL PIECE:
SON (2012)

Nearly  two  decades
after The Giver, Lowry
completed the quartet
with  Son.  This  novel
ties the series together
by focusing on one of
the  most  enigmatic
characters  from  the
first  book:  the
Birthmother  who gave
birth  to  Gabriel,  the
baby Jonas takes with
him at the end of The
Giver.  Her  name  is
Claire,  and  she  is  a
fourteen-year-old  girl
assigned to become a
Birthmother  in  the
same  community.
Claire’s story unfolds in
three parts. In the first,
she  lives  in  Jonas’s
community, but after a
difficult  birth,  she  is
reassigned  to  work  in
the  fish  hatchery  while
secretly  searching  for
her  son.  The  second
part  sees  her  escape

the community and live
in  a  coastal  fishing
vi l lage,  where  she
regains  her  emotions
and  discovers  a  fierce
maternal  love.  The
third  part  brings  her
into the same world as
Matty and Kira,  where
she  must  finally  face
the  Trademaster—a
sinister  figure
representing  evil—in
order  to  reclaim  her
son,  who  is  now  an
adolescent  living  with
Jonas and the Giver.

Closure
and
Continuit
y
Son  p rov ides  t he
emotional  c losure
many  readers  craved.
I t  r e v e a l s  w h a t
happened  after  Jonas
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and  Gabriel  sledded
down  the  hill,  and  it
introduces  a  c lear
antagon is t  i n  the
Trademaster, an entity
w h o  p r e y s  o n
weakness  and  guile.
Claire’s journey is one
of transformation from
a passive victim of the
c o m m u n i t y  t o  a n
active,  determined
mother  w i l l i ng  to
sacrifice  everything.
The novel also resolves
the  fates  of  multiple
characters  from  the
earlier books,  weaving
the entire series into a
cohesive  narrative  arc
about  the  redemptive
power  o f  love  and
memory.
Lowry has  stated that
Lois Lowry The Giver
Series  was  never
planned  as  a  quartet;
e a c h  b o o k  g r e w
o r g a n i c a l l y  f r o m
q u e s t i o n s  l e f t
unanswered.  Son,  in
particular,  was written

in response to readers
who  asked,  “What
h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e
baby?” and “Who were
h i s  p a r e n t s ? ”  B y
a n s w e r i n g  t h o s e
questions,  Lowry  also
offered  a  final
meditation on the role
o f  s t o r i e s  i n
hea l ing—both  fo r
characters  and  for
readers.

THEMATIC
THREADS ACROSS
THE SERIES

W h i l e  e a c h  b o o k
stands  on  i ts  own,
reading  the  entire
quartet  reveals  a  rich
tapestry  of  recurring
motifs:

Memory and
History: In
every
community, the
past is controlled
or forgotten. The
Giver preserves
memory; Kira
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weaves it; Matty
carries it as a
gift; Claire
reclaims it
through love.
Lowry suggests
that without
memory, we
become hollow.
Sameness vs.
Diversity: The
initial community
values
sameness, but
the later books
celebrate
differences.
Kira’s disability,
Matty’s gift,
Claire’s fierce
individuality—all
are portrayed as
strengths.
Sacrifice: Every
protagonist must
give something
up: Jonas leaves
his family, Kira
risks her safety,
Matty gives his
life, Claire gives
up her youth and

comfort. The
series argues
that meaningful
existence
requires
sacrifice.
Community and
Exclusion: From
the sealed
community of
The Giver to the
closing village in
Messenger, the
series examines
how communities
define
themselves by
excluding others.
The Trademaster
is the ultimate
symbol of that
exclusionary
impulse.
Love: Perhaps
the most
powerful force in
the series. Jonas
feels love only
after receiving
memories; Kira
learns it through
friends; Matty
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acts out of love;
Claire’s entire
quest is driven
by motherly love.
Love is the
antidote to the
sterile,
passionless world
of the first book.

LITERARY IMPACT
AND ENDURING
RELEVANCE

Over  three  decades,
Lois Lowry The Giver
Series  has  become a
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
dystopian literature for
y o u n g  a d u l t s .  I t
predates the explosion
of  YA  dystopia  that
followed the success of
The  Hunger  Games,
Divergent,  and  other
s e r i e s .  L o w r y ’ s
approach  i s  more
philosophical  than
action-driven,  more
concerned  with  inner
transformation  than
with  rebellion.  This
makes  the  se r i e s

enduringly teachable.
The  books  have  also
sparked  significant
controversy. The Giver
a p p e a r s  o n  t h e
Amer ican  L ib rary
Association’s  list  of
m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y
chal lenged  books,
often for its depictions
o f  i n f a n t i c i d e ,
euthanasia, and sexual
feelings.  But  many
educators  argue  that
these  very  elements
make it a vital text for
encouraging  young
p e o p l e  t o  t h i n k
c r i t i c a l l y  a b o u t
authority,  ethics,  and
utopian promises.
In an era of deep social
division, debates about
c e n s o r s h i p ,  a n d
increasing  awareness
o f  t r a u m a  a n d
memory, the questions
Lowry raises feel more
urgent than ever. What
do  we  sacrifice  for
safety? Can we build a
community  without
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excluding others? What
is the value of painful
memor ies?  These
quest ions  are  not
abstract—they are the
stuff of daily news.

HOW TO
APPROACH THE
SERIES AS A
READER

If  you are new to the
ser ies ,  reading  in
publication  order  (The
Giver,  Gathering  Blue,
Messenger,  Son)  offers
t h e  m o s t  n a t u r a l
progression.  However,
some readers prefer to
read  by  nar rat ive
chronology,  starting
with  Son’s  first  part
(which  takes  place
alongside  The  Giver)
and then continuing to
The  Giver,  Gathering
Blue,  Messenger,  and
the remainder  of  Son.
Either approach works,
though  the  intended
emotional  impact  of
S o n  d e p e n d s  o n

familiarity  with  the
earlier  books.
For  educators,  the  first
novel is a mainstay of
m i d d l e  s c h o o l
curricula, but the later
books can be used to
introduce  concepts  of
a l l e g o r y ,
intertextuality,  and
moral  ambiguity.  The
series’  relatively  short
length  (each  book  is
under  250  pages)
makes it accessible for
reluctant  readers,  yet
the themes are dense
enough to reward close
analysis.
Lowry’s  writing  style
evolves  across  the
series:  The  Giver  is
spare  and  haunting;
Gathering Blue adds a
layer  of  world-building
and  sensory  detail;
M e s s e n g e r  i s
dreamlike; Son is more
novelistic  and  direct.
This  stylistic  variety
keeps  the  reading
experience fresh while
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maintaining  thematic
coherence.

CONCLUSION

Lois Lowry The Giver
Series is far more than
a  set  of  dystopian
s to r ies  fo r  young
adults. It is a sustained
inquiry into the nature
of  humanity  itself .
Through  Jonas,  Kira,
Matty,  and  Claire,
Lowry  invites  us  to
consider  what  we  are
willing  to  give  up  in
exchange  for  peace,
what  we  owe  to  the

weak and the different,
a n d  h o w
memory—including the
painful  parts—makes
us  whole.  The  series
does not offer comfort;
it offers truth, and that
truth  has  resonated
with millions of readers
across  generations.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
reading  for  the  first
time  or  the  fifth,  the
world of The Giver will
l inger  in  your  mind
long  after  the  last
page,  asking  you  to
remember—and  to
choose.


