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For decades, the crime
thriller genre has been
dominated by one
name that consistently
delivers suspense,
heart, and
unforgettable

characters. James
Patterson’s Alex Cross
series stands as a
towering achievement
in modern fiction, with
millions of copies sold
worldwide and a
devoted fan base that

spans generations. Dr.
Alex Cross is not just a
detective; he is a
forensic psychologist, a
devoted father, a
widower, and a man
driven by an
unrelenting sense of
justice. Whether you
are a long-time
follower of the series or
discovering it for the
first time, having a
reliable James
Patterson Alex Cross
series list is essential
for navigating the
intricate web of cases,
personal milestones,
and evolving
relationships that
define these books.
This article provides a
comprehensive,


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

spoiler-light guide to
every novel in the
series, along with
insights into what
makes each entry
unique.

GETTING STARTED
WITH THE ALEX
CROSS UNIVERSE

Before diving into the
full James Patterson
Alex Cross series
list, it helps to
understand what
makes this franchise
tick. Alex Cross first
appeared in 1993 with
Along Came a Spider, a
novel that introduced
readers to a brilliant
and empathetic
investigator working in
Washington, D.C.
Unlike many hard-
boiled detectives of the
era, Cross is defined by
his family ties, his love
of cooking, and his
deep psychological
insight into the
criminal mind. Over the

course of more than
thirty books, Patterson
has taken Cross from
the streets of D.C. to
international locales,
pitting him against
some of the most
memorable villains in
crime fiction, including
the iconic Gary Soneji
and the terrifying
Mastermind.

One of the great joys of
reading the series in
order is watching Cross
grow as a character.
He experiences
profound loss, finds
love again, raises his
children, and confronts
threats that hit close to
home. The books are
relatively short and
fast-paced, making
them perfect for
readers who want a
gripping story they can
finish in a few sittings.
Below, you will find the
complete James
Patterson Alex Cross
series list, organized
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by publication order,
along with a brief note
about each title.

COMPLETE JAMES
PATTERSON ALEX
CROSS SERIES LIST

The Early
Classics
(1993-19
99)

These are the novels
that built the
foundation of the
series and introduced
the world to Alex
Cross. They remain fan
favorites and are often
recommended as
starting points.

e Along Came a
Spider (1993)
— The book that
started it all.
Cross pursues a

kidnapper named
Gary Soneji, a
case that
becomes deeply
personal and
sets the tone for
the series.

Kiss the Girls
(1995) — Cross
hunts a serial
kidnapper and
murderer
operating across
state lines. This
novel introduced
the concept of a
multi-state crime
spree and was
adapted into a
major film.

e Jack & Jill

(1996) — A
high-profile
political
assassination
plot unfolds in
Washington,
D.C., while Cross
investigates a
series of murders
targeting the
city's elite.



e Cat and Mouse

(1997) — This
novel brings back
two of Cross’s
most dangerous
adversaries:
Gary Soneji and
a new killer
known as Mr.
Smith. It is a
tense cat-and-
mouse thriller
that fans still talk
about.

Pop Goes the
Weasel (1999)
— Cross faces a
British diplomat
who leads a
double life as a
serial killer. The
setting shifts
between D.C.
and London,
adding a fresh
international
flavor to the
series.

The
Golden
Era
(2000-20
00)

During this period,
Patterson solidified
Cross as a household
name. The books
became darker, more
complex, and more
personal for the
protagonist.

* Roses Are Red

(2000) — A
criminal
mastermind

orchestrates a
series of bank
heists and
murders, and
Cross must piece
together the
pattern before
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more people die.
Violets Are
Blue (2001) —
Cross
investigates a
series of murders
that appear to be
connected to a
group of role-
playing fantasy
enthusiasts. This
entry is notable
for its
psychological

depth.

Four Blind Mice
(2002) — A
fellow police

officer asks Cross
for help clearing
his name after
being accused of
murder. This
novel delves into
military secrets
and corruption.
The Big Bad
Wolf (2003) —
One of the most
acclaimed
entries in the
entire James

Patterson Alex
Cross series
list. Cross goes
undercover to
take down a
human
trafficking ring
led by a
terrifying figure
known as the
Wolf.

London Bridges
(2004) — The
Wolf returns with
a new and even
more audacious
plan, threatening
global
destruction.
Cross must work
with international
agencies to stop
him.

Mary, Mary
(2005) — Cross
travels to Los
Angeles to
investigate a
series of
celebrity
murders. The
case forces him



to confront the
dark side of
Hollywood fame.
e Cross (2006) —
A deeply
personal novel in
which Cross
finally confronts
the man who
murdered his
wife years
earlier. This is a
turning point in
the series, both
emotionally and
narratively.

Cross in
the
Crosshair
S
(2007-20

12)

These books see Cross
facing heightened
personal stakes and
some of his most
cunning enemies yet.
The series also begins
to experiment with
shorter, faster-paced
narratives.

e Double Cross
(2007) — An old
nemesis returns,
and a new serial
killer called the
Audience Killer
emerges, who
seems to be
orchestrating
murders for
entertainment.

e Cross Country
(2008) — Cross
travels across
the United States
to track a serial
killer who is
leaving a trail of
bodies from D.C.
to the West
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Coast.

e Alex Cross’s
Trial (2009) —
Co-written with
Richard Dilallo,
this is a historical
novel set in the
1900s, featuring
one of Cross’s
ancestors. It is a
unique entry in
the series and
offers a change
of pace.

¢ |, Alex Cross
(2009) — Cross
receives word
that a family
member has
been murdered,
and he soon
discovers a vast
conspiracy
involving high-
ranking officials.

e Cross Fire
(2010) — A
sniper is
targeting
politicians in
D.C., and Cross
must stop him

before the body
count rises. This
novel also
advances the
romance
between Cross
and Bree Stone.
Kill Alex Cross
(2011) — The
title says it all.
Cross and his
family are
directly targeted
by a dangerous
criminal
organization,
leading to one of
the most intense
entries in the
series.

Merry
Christmas, Alex
Cross (2012) —
A holiday-
themed thriller
that blends
family drama
with a high-
stakes hostage
situation. It is a
festive but no

less gripping



addition to the
James
Patterson Alex
Cross series
list.

The
Modern
Era
(2013-20
19)

As the series matured,
Patterson continued to
deliver taut, action-
packed stories while
deepening the
character’s personal
life. These books are
ideal for readers who
want a more
streamlined,
contemporary thriller
experience.

¢ Alex Cross, Run
(2013) — Cross

investigates a
string of murders
of young women
while also
dealing with a
new threat from
a cunning enemy
who seems to
know his every
move.

Cross My Heart
(2013) — The
most personal
and devastating
entry in the
series up to that
point. Cross’s
family is targeted
in a way that
changes
everything for
him.

Hope to Die
(2014) — The
direct sequel to
Cross My Heart.
Cross goes to
extreme lengths
to save his
family, and the
tension is almost
unbearable.
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* Cross Justice
(2015) — Cross
returns to his
hometown in
North Carolina to
prove his
nephew’s
innocence. This
novel explores
his backstory and
family history in
greater detail.
Cross the Line
(2016) — A
series of bizarre
and violent
crimes plague
Washington,
D.C., and Cross
must identify the
connection
before the city
descends into
chaos.

The People vs.
Alex Cross
(2017) — Cross
is put on trial for
excessive force,
even as he
continues to
investigate a

series of
abductions. This
novel raises
important
questions about
justice and
accountability.
Target: Alex
Cross (2018) —
Cross becomes
the target of a
government
conspiracy, and
he must clear his
name while
uncovering the
truth behind a
series of
assassinations.
Criss Cross
(2019) — A
serial killer
known as M is
playing games
with Cross,
leaving clues
that suggest a
personal
vendetta. This
entry is a return
to the classic cat-
and-mouse
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formula.

Recent
Releases
and
Ongoing
Adventur
es
(2020-Pr
esent)

The series shows no
signs of slowing down.
These recent entries
demonstrate
Patterson’s ability to
keep the franchise
fresh while honoring its
core appeal.

e Deadly Cross
(2020) — Cross
investigates the

murder of a
prominent
politician’s wife,
a case that leads
him into a world
of secrets and
scandal.

Fear No Evil
(2021) — Cross
and his family
face a terrifying
new threat while
on a camping trip
in the wilderness.
This novel
combines
survival thriller
elements with
the series’
trademark
suspense.
Triple Cross
(2022) — A
serial killer
known as the
Family Man is
targeting entire
households, and
Cross must use
all his skills to
stop the carnage.

e Cross Down

10 James Patterson Alex Cross Series In2024-06-19

Order



James Patterson Alex Cross Series In Order 11

(2023) — Co-
written with
Brendan DuBois,
this novel
features Cross
and his longtime
partner John
Sampson as they
investigate a
series of
coordinated
attacks on law
enforcement.
The House of
Cross (2024) —
The most recent
entry at the time
of this writing.

Cross faces a
conspiracy that
reaches the
highest levels of
government,
forcing him to
question who he
can trust.

e Alex Cross

Must Die
(2025) — The
upcoming
release promises
to be another
high-stakes
thriller. Few
details are
available, but
fans are eagerly



