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BRINGING THE OCEAN HOME: A
GUIDE TO FINDING NEMO FISH
TANK FISH

Few animated films have captured the
public’s imagination quite like Disney-
Pixar's Finding Nemo. The vibrant
underwater world, the colorful
characters, and the heartwarming story
of a father’s journey have inspired
countless viewers to dream of bringing a
piece of that ocean magic into their own
living rooms. It's no wonder that many
aspiring aquarists begin their journey by
searching for “Finding Nemo fish tank
fish,” hoping to recreate the iconic cast
of Nemo, Marlin, Dory, and the rest of
the gang. However, turning that dream
into a thriving, ethical, and sustainable
aquarium requires more than just a
movie list. This comprehensive guide will
walk you through the real-world needs of
the species featured in the film, the
setup required for a successful saltwater
tank, and the responsibilities that come
with caring for these magnificent marine
creatures. Whether you are a complete
beginner or an experienced hobbyist
looking for a themed tank,
understanding the true nature of these
fish is the first step toward creating a
healthy and beautiful underwater
display.

THE ICONIC FISH OF FINDING
NEMO

The movie introduced us to a dazzling

array of marine life, each with its own
personality. But behind the animated
charm are real animals with specific
habitat, dietary, and social needs. Before
assembling your tank, it's crucial to
know exactly what you're getting into
with each of the main characters.

Clownfish (Nemo
and Marlin)

The stars of the film are, of course, the
clownfish.  Specifically, the movie
features the species Amphiprion
ocellaris, commonly known as the false
percula clownfish or ocellaris clownfish.
These fish are among the most popular
choices for home marine aquariums, and
for good reason. They are relatively
hardy, adapt well to captive life, and are
now widely available as captive-bred
specimens, which is a much more
sustainable and ethical option than wild-
caught fish.

Care Requirements: Ocellaris
clownfish are moderately easy to care
for compared to many other saltwater
species. They typically grow to about 3
inches (7.6 cm) in length. A single
clownfish or a pair can be comfortably
housed in a tank as small as 20 gallons,
but a larger system (30 gallons or more)
provides more stable water conditions
and allows for a small harem. They are
omnivores and do well on a varied diet
of high-quality pellets, frozen mysis
shrimp, and occasional algae-based
foods. Clownfish are also known for their
symbiotic relationship with anemones in
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the wild, but in an aquarium, they are
perfectly happy without one. In fact,
they will often adopt a host coral or even
a powerhead as their “anemone.”

Behavior: Clownfish are territorial,
especially when breeding. A mated pair
will fiercely defend their chosen spot,
but they are generally peaceful toward
other fish that don’t threaten their
space. They are one of the few marine
fish that can be kept in a community
tank with other non-aggressive species.
Their bright orange color and comical
darting behavior make them a joy to
watch. When planning your Finding
Nemo themed tank, starting with
captive-bred ocellaris clownfish is the
best and most responsible choice.

Blue Tang (Dory)

Dory, the regal blue tang (Paracanthurus
hepatus), is perhaps the most
problematic fish for the average home
aquarium. Her charm in the movie
masks the reality: blue tangs are large,
active, and very demanding fish. They
can grow up to 12 inches (30 cm) in
length and require a minimum tank size
of 100 gallons for a single adult, with
150 gallons or more being ideal for a
small group. They are active swimmers
that need plenty of open space to cruise.
Furthermore, blue tangs are notoriously
difficult to wean onto prepared foods and
are prone to ich (a parasitic disease) and
other stress-related illnesses. Most blue
tangs in the trade are wild-caught, which
raises ethical concerns about reef
damage and collection practices.

Important Consideration: Because of
their size and sensitivity, blue tangs are
not suitable for beginners. A novice
aquarist who adds a blue tang to a small
tank is setting the fish and themselves

up for failure. If you are determined to
keep a blue tang, you must invest in a
very large, well-established system with
excellent filtration, a protein skimmer,
and a long quarantine period. Many
responsible hobbyists recommend
enjoying blue tangs in public aquariums
or large, advanced home setups only. An
alternative for a smaller Finding Nemo
themed tank might be to focus on the
clownfish and other smaller, easier
species.

Other
Characters:
Yellow Tang,
Moorish ldol, and
More

The film also features a supporting cast
that includes a yellow tang (Bubbles), a
moorish idol (Gill), a pufferfish (Bloat),
and a spotted eagle ray (Mr. Ray),
among others. Each of these presents its
own challenges.

e Yellow Tang (Zebrasoma
flavescens): A very popular and
relatively hardy fish for larger
tanks (75 gallons or more). They
are active, peaceful with most
tankmates, and help control algae.
However, they can be aggressive
toward other tangs and need a
varied diet with plenty of
vegetable matter.

e Moorish Idol (Zanclus
cornutus): One of the most
difficult fish to keep in captivity.
They are highly sensitive to water
quality, difficult to feed, and often
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refuse to eat. They require a huge
tank (at least 125 gallons) and
expert-level care. For the vast
majority of hobbyists, the moorish
idol is best left in the wild. Never
attempt to keep a moorish idol
as a beginner.

o Pufferfish - Species like the
porcupine puffer or dog-faced
puffer can be kept, but they grow
large (10-20 inches) and are
messy eaters with powerful teeth
that need constant wear. They are
also aggressive and not reef-safe,
as they will eat invertebrates.

e Spotted Eagle Ray: Absolutely
unsuitable for any home aquarium.
These rays grow to over 5 feet
wide and require massive public
aquarium systems.

In short, not all movie fish are
suitable for a home tank. A
responsible “Finding Nemo” tank should
prioritize the well-being of the fish over a
perfect cast replica.

BUILDING YOUR OWN FINDING
NEMO AQUARIUM

Once you have decided which fish are
right for your experience level and
budget, it's time to plan the tank itself. A
saltwater aquarium requires careful
planning and patience.

Tank Size and
Setup

The size of your tank will determine
which fish you can keep. For a basic
Finding Nemo setup centered around a
pair of clownfish, a minimum of 20-30
gallons is a good start. If you want to
add a yellow tang and perhaps a few

peaceful community fish, you need at
least 75-100 gallons. Remember: larger
tanks are actually easier to maintain
because water parameters fluctuate
less. A 40-gallon breeder tank is a
popular choice for beginners because it
offers more volume than a standard 20-
gallon but is still manageable.

Filtration: Marine fish produce a lot of
waste. A high-quality canister filter, a
sump system, or a hang-on-back filter
rated for at least double your tank
volume is essential. A protein skimmer is
highly recommended to remove organic
waste before it breaks down into harmful
nitrates. Live rock provides biological
filtration and also serves as hiding places
and a natural look for your aquascape.

Water
Parameters and
Filtration

Saltwater fish are sensitive to water
quality. Before adding any fish, you must
cycle the tank (build up beneficial
bacteria) which typically takes 4-8
weeks. Key water parameters to
maintain:

e Salinity: 1.023 - 1.025 specific

gravity
e Temperature: 76-80°F (24-27°C)
e pH: 8.1-8.4

e Ammonia & Nitrite: 0 ppm
e Nitrate: Below 20 ppm (lower is
better)

Regular water changes (10-20% every
1-2 weeks) are mandatory. Invest in
reliable test kits and a good quality
hydrometer or refractometer. Stability is
more important than achieving perfect



numbers; sudden swings in parameters
are deadly to marine fish.

Aquascaping and
Decor

To mimic the movie’s reef environment,
use live or dry rock to create caves,
arches, and overhangs. Clownfish love
having a “host” spot—a large piece of
rock or a coral that they can claim. You
can also incorporate live sand. Avoid
sharp decorations that could injure fish.
If you plan to keep anemones, wait until
the tank is at least 6 months old and
stable. For the movie theme, you can
add a toy diver or a small Finding Nemo
ornament, but ensure it is aquarium-safe
and doesn’t leach chemicals. Many
aquarists prefer a natural reef look with
real corals and macroalgae.

COMPATIBILITY AND TANK
MATES

Not all fish get along, even if they
appeared  together in a  film.
Understanding compatibility is crucial to
avoid stress, injury, and death.

Community
Considerations

Clownfish are generally peaceful but can
become territorial, especially around
their host. Good tankmates for a Finding

Nemo themed tank include:

e Firefish gobies
Royal gramma
Chromis damselfish
Banggai cardinalfish
e Cleaner shrimp and other

invertebrates
Avoid adding other clownfish species
unless you have a mated pair, as they
will fight. Tangs (yellow, blue, etc.) can
be kept together only in large tanks with
plenty of swimming space and if
introduced simultaneously or in a
specific order. Even then, aggression is
possible.

Aggression and
Territoriality

Tang of any species can be aggressive
toward other tangs and fish with similar
body shapes. A yellow tang may bully a
blue tang if the tank is too small.
Pufferfish are generally not reef-safe and
may nip fins of slower fish. Moorish idols
are best avoided altogether. Always
research the specific temperament of
each species before adding them to your
tank. A peaceful community tank is far
more rewarding than trying to force a
potentially hostile mix.

CHALLENGES AND
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RESPONSIBILITIES
Keeping marine fish is a long-term
commitment. Many of these
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