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UNLOCKING SUCCESS WITH THE SAXON MATH 87
ANSWER KEY THIRD EDITION

For  generations  of  students,  educators,  and  homeschooling
parents,  the Saxon Math program has been a cornerstone of
mathematics education. Known for its incremental approach and
continual  review  of  previously  learned  concepts,  Saxon  Math
builds  a  foundation  of  mathematical  confidence  that  carries
learners through Algebra, Geometry, and beyond. Among the key
resources in this journey is the Saxon Math 87 Answer Key
Third Edition. This guide is far more than a simple list of correct
answers; it is an essential tool for understanding, verifying, and
reinforcing the concepts taught in the Saxon Math 87 course.
Whether you are a parent guiding a middle schooler through pre-
algebra, a teacher managing a classroom, or a student striving
for  mastery,  having  the  right  answer  key  can  make  all  the
difference.
In  this  comprehensive article,  we will  explore the role  of  the
Saxon Math 87 answer key,  explain what the Third Edition
brings to the table, and provide practical advice on how to use

this  resource  effectively.  We  will  also  discuss  where  to  find
authentic editions, how to avoid common pitfalls, and why this
particular answer key remains a trusted resource in mathematics
education.

WHAT IS SAXON MATH 87?

Saxon Math 87 (often written as Math 8/7) is a pre-algebra course
designed for students who have completed Saxon Math 76 or an
equivalent  middle school  math program. The course covers a
wide  range  of  topics  including  fractions,  decimals,  percents,
ratios,  proportions,  basic  geometry,  probability,  statistics,  and
introductory  algebraic  concepts.  What  sets  Saxon  apart  from
other  curricula  is  its  incremental  development—each  new
concept  is  introduced  in  small,  manageable  steps,  and  then
reviewed continuously over subsequent lessons. This approach
ensures that students not only learn but also retain mathematical
skills over the long term.
The course is divided into 120 lessons, plus investigations and
practice sets. Each lesson includes a new concept explanation,
followed by a problem set that mixes review problems with new
material.  This structure demands consistent practice and self-
checking, which is where the answer key becomes invaluable.
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THE PURPOSE OF THE SAXON MATH 87 ANSWER KEY

Many parents and educators initially hesitate to give students
access  to  answer  keys,  fearing  it  will  encourage  cheating  or
shortcuts.  However,  the Saxon Math 87 Answer Key Third
Edition is designed as a learning tool, not a crutch. Its proper
use  fosters  independence  and  accountability.  Here  are  the
primary functions of the answer key:

Self-Correction: Students can check their work
immediately after completing a problem set. This allows
them to identify mistakes early and understand where they
went wrong.
Guidance for Parents: Many homeschooling parents are
not math specialists. The answer key enables them to
verify their child's answers quickly, even for complex
problems.
Time Management: Grading 30–40 problems per lesson
can be time-consuming. The answer key streamlines the
evaluation process, freeing up time for instruction and
discussion.
Accountability: When students know they will check their
own work, they are more likely to take their assignments
seriously and attempt every problem.

What's Included in the

Third Edition Answer Key?
The Saxon Math 87 Answer Key Third Edition (often sold as
part of a homeschool kit or separately as a solutions manual)
provides answers to all the problems in the textbook. However,
"answer  key"  can  sometimes  refer  to  a  simple  list  of  final
answers,  while  a  "solutions  manual"  provides  step-by-step
explanations. For Saxon Math, the most helpful resource is the
Solutions Manual  which accompanies the Third Edition.  This
manual  shows  detailed  workings  for  every  odd-numbered
problem (and often even-numbered ones in newer versions). The
answer  key  for  the  Third  Edition  is  specifically  aligned  with  the
2005 copyright edition of the textbook, which is the most widely
used version.
It is crucial to note that the answer key for the Third Edition is not
interchangeable with earlier or later editions. The problem sets,
lesson  numbers,  and  even  the  order  of  topics  may  differ.  Using
the wrong edition can lead to confusion and frustration.

HOW TO EFFECTIVELY USE THE SAXON MATH 87
ANSWER KEY

To maximize the educational  value of  the answer key,  follow
these best practices:

Complete the work first. Students should attempt every1.
problem in the lesson before consulting the answer key.
This builds problem-solving skills and reinforces learning.
Mark corrections thoughtfully. When checking answers,2.
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do not simply circle right or wrong. Have the student
rework incorrect problems to understand the error.
Use the solutions manual for understanding. If a3.
student consistently misses a particular type of problem,
the step-by-step solutions can help pinpoint the
misunderstanding.
Set a checking routine. For example, after math time,4.
allow 10 minutes for self-correction. This creates a habit of
accuracy and reflection.
Keep the key separate. Do not leave the answer key in5.
the student's textbook. Store it in a parent or teacher
binder to reduce temptation.

WHERE TO FIND THE SAXON MATH 87 ANSWER KEY
THIRD EDITION

Finding an authentic, high-quality Saxon Math 87 answer key
is  essential.  Counterfeit  or  photocopied versions often contain
errors. Here are reliable sources:

Official Publishers: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH) now
owns the Saxon brand. Their website or authorized retailers
like Rainbow Resource Center and Christianbook.com sell
the complete homeschool kit, which includes the textbook,
tests, and answer key.
Used Bookstores: eBay, Amazon Marketplace, and local
homeschool groups often have used copies of the Third
Edition Solutions Manual. Check the copyright year (2005)
to ensure compatibility.
Digital Versions: Some authorized retailers offer PDF

downloads of the answer key. Be cautious of free
downloads from unverified sites, as they may be
incomplete or pirated.

Beware of Edition
Mismatches
The Saxon Math 87 Third Edition textbook has a distinctive
blue  and white  cover  with  a  house  on  it.  The  corresponding
answer  key  should  match  that  edition.  If  you  have  a  different
edition  (e.g.,  the  newer  "Homeschool"  edition  or  the  "4th
Edition"), the answer key will likely be different. Always verify the
ISBN or edition number before purchasing.

BENEFITS OF USING THE SAXON MATH 87 THIRD
EDITION ANSWER KEY FOR HOMESCHOOLING

Homeschooling  parents  often  rely  on  the  Saxon  Math  87
answer key to maintain a smooth learning environment. Here
are some specific advantages:

Reduced Grading Time: Parents can quickly check an
entire lesson, allowing more time to focus on teaching
difficult concepts.
Immediate Feedback: Students can correct mistakes on
the same day, which is proven to improve long-term
retention.
Consistency: The Saxon method relies on daily practice.
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The answer key ensures that every problem is reviewed, so
no gaps form.
Confidence Building: When a student checks their own
answers and sees a pattern of correct work, their
confidence grows.

SAMPLE PROBLEMS FROM SAXON MATH 87 (THIRD
EDITION)

To illustrate the kind of content covered, here are two sample
problems that might appear in the textbook, along with how the
answer key helps:
Problem 1 (from Lesson 45): "What is the area of a rectangle
that is 3.5 cm long and 2.4 cm wide?"
The answer key provides the solution: Area = length × width =
3.5 × 2.4 = 8.4 cm². But a good solutions manual will also show
the multiplication steps, including how to handle decimals.
Problem 2 (from Lesson 78): "Solve for x: 3x + 7 = 22."
The answer key gives x = 5. The solutions manual will show the
steps: subtract 7 from both sides, then divide by 3, reinforcing
algebraic thinking.
These examples show how the answer key is not just about the
final number but about the process.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT USING ANSWER
KEYS

Despite  its  clear  benefits,  some parents  worry  that  answer  keys
enable laziness. It is important to address these concerns:

"Students will just copy the answers." This can happen
if the key is not managed properly. However, if the parent
supervises the checking process and requires students to
show work, copying becomes difficult and pointless.
"Answer keys are only for teachers." In traditional
classrooms, yes. But in a homeschool setting, the student is
often the one doing self-assessment. Learning to check
one's own work is a valuable life skill.
"The answer key is a crutch." On the contrary, it is a
support that helps students learn from mistakes. Without it,
errors may go unnoticed, and incorrect methods become
ingrained.

INTEGRATING THE ANSWER KEY WITH SAXON'S
TESTING PROGRAM

Saxon Math 87 also includes a separate set of tests (often sold as
a "Test Booklet"). The answer key for the tests is usually included
in the homeschool kit. Parents can use these tests to evaluate
mastery. It is recommended that students complete tests without
consulting the answer key, and then the parent grades the test.
The answer key for the daily lessons, however, is for day-to-day
practice.
Combining  daily  self-checking  with  formal  testing  creates  a
balanced assessment system: ongoing formative assessment via
lessons, and summative assessment via tests.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SAXON
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Is the answer key included
in the Saxon Math 87
homeschool kit?
Yes, most complete homeschool kits for Saxon Math 87 Third
Edition  include  the  textbook,  tests,  and  a  solutions  manual
(answer  key  with  step-by-step  solutions).  However,  some kits
may  only  include  an  answer  key  with  final  answers.  Check  the
product  description  carefully.

Can I use the answer key
for the Second Edition?
No.  The  problem  sets  and  numbering  changed  between  the
Second and Third Editions. Using the wrong answer key will lead
to mismatched problems and frustration.

Are there online versions of

the answer key?
Some  websites  offer  digital  copies,  but  we  recommend
purchasing from authorized sellers to ensure accuracy. HMH may
provide digital access for purchased kits.

What is the difference
between "Answer Key" and
"Solutions Manual"?
An  answer  key  provides  only  final  answers.  A  solutions  manual
shows all the steps. For Saxon Math 87, the solutions manual is
far more helpful for learning.

TIPS FOR TEACHERS USING SAXON MATH 87 IN THE
CLASSROOM

Even in a traditional school setting, the Saxon Math 87 answer
key can be a valuable teacher resource. Here are ways to use it
effectively:

Use the answer key to quickly generate warm-up or review
problems by selecting specific answers to derive questions.
Create answer keys for students that include only the final
answers (not step-by-step) for self-checking stations.
Use the solutions manual to prepare lesson explanations.
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The step-by-step format mirrors how you might present a
problem on the board.
Differentiate instruction: for advanced students, use the
answer key to provide immediate feedback; for struggling
students, work through the solutions together.

CONCLUSION

The Saxon Math 87 Answer Key Third Edition  is far more
than a convenience—it is  a strategic educational  asset.  When
used correctly, it empowers students to take ownership of their
learning,  allows  parents  and  teachers  to  provide  effective
support,  and  reinforces


